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WAR DEPARTMENT,
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The following detailed Instructions on Outpost and Patrol
Duty, and Troops in Campaign, are published for the infor
mation of the Army, and will be distributed to regiments.
Part I, although more especially designed for cavalry, is like
.
wise applicable to infantry.
Grand Guards will be sent out by all brigades in camp
when in the face of the enemy, for safety; when in a friendly
country, for instruction.
Al! Colonels and others in authority will see that their
commands are instructed in these duties.
The attention of officers of the regular and volunteer
armies is particnlarly called to Article. XXXVI, of the
present Army Regulation,s, which is printed as Part II of
thi~ book. The whole article is replete with the most valua
ble instruction, and the safety and efficiency of all commands
depend very much upon knowledge of the duties therein de
tailed.
EDWIN M. STANTON,
Secretary of TVar.

PART 1.

INSTRUCTIONS
FOIt

OUTPOST AND PATROL DUTY.

•

NOTE.
The word Gmnd Gua.rd has been substituted for Picquct, whp,rover
the IlItter occurred in the work of Colqnel Arentschild.
The terms Grand Guard and Outlying Picquet are, in fnct, synony
mous; the former is more used in the French, the 1a.I.ter in the Britis h
service. By both, are meant the outposts, or advanced gunrds, thrown
(lut in the direction of an enemy, to protect the camp from surprise,
and give it time to form for defence in case of I} sudden attack.
The term" Pichel," met with in the regulations, has .a very <lift'erent
Hignitication, being a.pplied to the standing det.ail for Gmnd Guard and
other service of t.ho like nuture; which, though it remains in cnmp, is
held in constant readiness to turn out 8·t

I}

moment's warning.

In othor

words, it is one and tbe same thing with the lnlying Picquet of the·
British.-En.

\

INSTltUOTIONS
FOR

OUTPOST AND PATROL DUTY.

Am{foca: n FROM' TFlE wOnK OF THE LATE C01.O:\"EL AnE:s'TSCHIl.n. OF THt:
HnlTISH SERVI C.E, ny THE LATE LIEUTE:""J\NT COLOX l: L
J . P. GARESCHE, ASSIST.A~T ADJUTA:fT Gl:NEHAL.

t. On the Dnlies of' on Officer or Non·com... ;~"ioDecl Olllcer
GO

Grand GUDl'd.

SEOTION L
PARADING TIlE GRAND GUATID.
The Officer commanding a Grnnd Guard, as soon as it has been turned
over to bim, takes cafe to have the names of his men written down,
with the Regiment and Troop to which they belong; inspects their
ammunition and fire-arms; and orders them to load. He then sees
that the m~n are provided with provisions and forage; if they are not,
reports tbe fact to their Regiment, that supplies may be se~t aft~r
tbem. He must also make bimself thoroughly acquainted with his
orders, and learn whither and to wbom he is to oend his reports.

SEOTION II.
MARCHING FOR HIS DESTINATION.
On the march to where the Grand Guard is to be posted, tbe Officer
must carefully examine the country, and particularly observe the places
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where he could IDnke Q stnnd, in case of nn attack; as, for instance.
hehind a bridge, a rlwine, between bogs, &c., in order t.o keep off tho
Enemy as long as possible. It is of the utmost importance to give the
Corps timo to turn out., and the Commander of a Grand Guard who
retires with his men at full speed, and the Enemy at his heels, deserves
the ~everest punishment; he must retire as slowly as possible, and
constantly skirmish.

SECTION III.
IF NO

GRA~'l)

GUARD WAS ON THE SPOT BEFORE.
BY DAY.

Upon arnvlDg at the spot chosen for the Grand Guard, he throws
out a Sontry in advance, dismounts his men, and proceeds to ascCliain,
b~ observation of the hills nnd roads in front, the numbcr of Vedetles
and small pos!s necessa.ry.- He then places the Veclettes in such a
manner, that they can each see what is coming towards the Guard, as
well as observe ono another. Two-thinls of the Guard now unbridle;
the whole of a Grand Guard shuuld never unbridle. The Officer then
carefully reconnoiters the country. Everyone ambitious of doing his
duty well, 'will rna.ke a little sketch in which the following are to be
marked down:

* According to La Rocbe Aymon, one·tblrd of the Grand Guard i. told off to furnish
the Imall posts and VcdcUes j oDc·tbird i8 on the alert" mounted, or r~ady to mouDt i
and the remainder are resting, or engaged in grnzing and watering their horscs.
According to tb. Bume author, tb • • mall posts Bboulc1 be establisbed abo'ut 600 pacel
l:l adYaoce oftbo main body of the Guard, nnd the Vedette. about 500 pace. ill advance
of tbo omall pcsl.8-Of cour,e, always wit bin sight. Tbe t!77UU1 pcsts nnd S~ntries of an
Infantry Grand Guard, howe vel', except in ~ very open COWltl'Y, should be dra.wn
mueb closer. Tho Bm4ll posts consist usually of four or five J,Ilen, and serve, each
one, as a. support to four or five Vedettes or Sentries.
These are but general recommendations, of course, and, as such, are good. No
absolute rulo can be Jald down as to these points. Even thff best militnry writers
dlffer, among-themsclvtHt, 11-9 to each nnd aU of them. And no genera) fule, even if
nlliverssUy accepted, coulU be unIversally appliedj for, the nature of the country,
the strength, character, nnd distance of the enemy, with other elements of tho
problem, afO always cbanging, aud hence dHrerent dispositions must necessarily be
made in each particular CBse,
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1, roads; 2, rivers; 3, bridges and fords; 4, morasse.•, ca~ iti cs, hollow
roads and mounta.i ns; 5, woods; 6, toums, ."UZ"ges, and their distances.
'Vit.IJOut an exact knowledge of tho country, nn officcr cun ncyer fccl
any confidence in the security of his Guard, and both exposes it to be
cut off, and the Army to a surprise.
By this time, he will have becn enabled to fix upon the spot where
his Guard and Vedettes ought to be placed at night.
BY NIGHT.

It is impossible to lay down any fLxed principles on this subject; but
th e geneml rulc is, to ad vance thf Grand Guard ' at -least two or three
mnes in front of tbe main body; to place it behind a bridge, ra\' ine,
wood, or bog, throu~h which tho road passes, in order to be cnabled
to make a stand, immediately on bcing attacked, and to till'ow out
Vedettes in front and on the fla.nks. Small patrols of two or three
men, sent out in front and on both flanks, at half un hour's illterra.l, ·
and constantly kept moving, will give perfect security, particularly
should one of t.ho men sometimes dismount, and listen with his ear to
the ground. This precaution, by which he will hear the march of
troops at a great distance, is indispensable in stormy weather. On
coming, by night, to a new spot, particularly in a wood ed or moun
tainous country, small Patrols must immed iately be pushed forward
on all the roads, &c., to secure in the first instance the placing of
Vcdettes, &c., &c.
If the Enemy be near, no fhe is to be lighted, and the position of
the Grand Guard should be frequently changcd.
Onc-half of the
Guard ought, in this case, to be mountod , one hundred yards ill
ad vance; the other half, stand or sit with the bridles in their hands.

SECTION IV.
RELIEVING ANOTHER GRAND GUARD.
Much of what is said in Sections I !lnd II, likewise applies here. As
soon &s the Relieving Officer arrives where the other Guard is to be

,
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relie\-ed, he forms on its left flank, or behind it,. according to the nature
of the grounel, draws out a Non-commissioned Officer and as many
Vedel.teR n6 he has to relieve, (the remainder dismount,) and proceeds,
with the Officer commanding the old Guard and his own Non-commis
sioned Officer, to relieve the Vedettes. The following is to be observed
on such occasions:
}. All written orders nnd instructions must be turued over, and tht'
verbal orders be written down and signed by the Officer relieved.
2. The outlines of the sketch, belonging to the Commander of the
old GUlud are to be copied by the Relieving Officer, who will after
wards complete it at his leisure.
3. The latt~r must be told, to whom reports are to be sent: where
the Granel Guards on the Flanks are sta,tioned: what roads lead to
them; how often Patrols are to be exchanged between him and them
in the night. In case the roads leading to them are little known, or
~ifficult to find, the Non-commissioned Officer of the old Guard must
point them out to the one relieving him, who will be aeeomp'lnied by
one of his men.
4. All the information, possessed by the old Guard as to the Enemy.
his Outposts, Patrols, the country, &c., must be communicated to the
new Guard, together with any suggestions for the better posting of the
Vedett.es, &0.
At the relief of the Vedettes, the Officers of hoth Guards should
IIttend, aud listen to the delivery of instructions from the old Vedette
to the new one:. who must then repeat them, thllt there may be no
mistake. Tho principal points of these instructions should be: on
what roads, and from what direction, the Enemy may be expected;
where the neighboring Vedettes are stationed: and to look out for and
I'epeat their signals. A Vedette must never move from the spot on
which he is placed, as the difference even of a yurd may prevent his
observing, or being observed at a distance.
After all the Vedettes havo in this manner been relieved, the night
posts of the Grand Guard and Vedette,S are to be pointed out.
The olu guard then marches off.
bo unblidleu.

Two-thirus of the horses may then
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SE eTlON V.
DURING HIS TOUR OF GRA1\"D GUARD.
BY DAY.

A llISlIfQUNTED Sentry is posted in front of the Guard, where he
c.nn observe the movements of the se"eml Vedettcs.
One-third of the horses must always be bridled and ready for an
fldr-anee. The men must ne1)er take off their swords and belts. One
half of them may sleep in the middle of tbe day-tbe otber half in
tho afternoon, tbat tbey may 1111 be perfectly alert at night.
The men must not be allowed to leave the Guard, especially if tbere
arc bouses or villages in the neigbborhood. Sucb stmggling leads to
irregularities, and on being rapidly attacked by tbe enemy, the horses
will be lost.
When the men water their horses, they must bridle them up, and
tllke everytbing Illong with them.
In short, a Grand Guard must at all times be ready to meet "fin
attack, in balf a minute's time.
PATROLS.

How often tbe Gmnd Guards are to patrol, where to, aud how far,
is genemlly ordered by tbe Officer commanding the Outposts. If
tbere are no orders upon these subjects, the following Patrols will be
sent:
Tbefirst, in time to arrive at the place of its destination, by day_
break; it wHl remain there until it is broad daylight. Whoever leads
the Patrol, should then go to the top of some rising ground, whence he
can overlook tbe country to a considerable distance, and baving care
fully done so, be will return. The second Patrol at 10 O'clock; the
tI.ird, at two; the fourth, towards evening; the fifth, at midnight.
This armngement wili have to be varied according to the distance
(If the Enemy; but the morning Patrol, before dllylight, must go out
lluder all circumstances.
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A Patrol, in ret.lnning, should look often to the rear. The Enemy
frequently succeeds, whilo following up a negligent Patrol, in sur
prising the Guard. In a close country, it is very ndvisable, after the
return of the Patrol, to send forward again a few men to the distance
of a mile, to make sure thnt the Enemy did not follow the Pntrol.
Great care must be taken not to let the men fatigue their horses.
No man must be permitted to leave his horse a moment. Any man
who attempts to misuse an inhabitant of the country, or to take any
thing by force, must be rigorously punished_
BY NIGHT_

The proper time for the Grand Gunrd to take up its night post, is
when it gets too dark for tho day Vedettes to seo at any distanco; they
arc then called in, and the position ,for the night is taken.
If any apprehensions are felt of being betrayed to tho Enemy by
spies, deserters, or inhabitants of the country, the Guard must change
its ground IIgain, but the Vedetles remain.
At night, the Vedettes must be relieved every hour, and visited
every hlllt' hour. The Relief rides along the chain of Vedettes, and
serves thus as a visiting Patrol. If the Enemy be near, the Vedcttes
should bo doubled; which is at all times recommended, where the
strength of the Guard will allow of it.
In easo a man desert, the firo must be pnt out, and the Guard in
stantly shift its ground to some hundred yards' distance. The VedeHes
arc to be made acqlulinted with this chango, and urged to increased
vigilance. Every desertion must be immedw.tely reported.
Double Veuettes patrol among themselves in the following manner:
Fig. 1.
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O---------Q.'-------te
Vedette •.

No.1 patrols to his left, and on his return, No.2 proceeds to No.3,
and returns; No.3 then patrols to No.2, and on his return, No.4 will
go to No.5, and return; 5 and 6, and all the other Vedettes, do the
same. If this be done, it is almost impossible that anything should
pass unperceived. Infoggy _at/leT it must f«lt>eT be omitted
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When near the Enemy, small Patrols of a few picked men should,
during the night, be sent out, in different directions, beyond the chain
of Vedett.es, and get as close to the Enemy as they can, unperceived.
On approaching near enough, one man will dismount and listen with
his ear to the ground. This is particularly recommended; as being
the only means of ascertaining tho secret movements of the Enemy
in the night-to discover which, the greatest exertions ought to be
made.
Every person attempting to pass the Outposts, must be detaine4 till
morning. Persons suspected of carrying any papers with them, are
to be searched, and sent to the Commanding Officer, with a written
statement of their CGse. Half an hour before daylight, the nlOrning
Patrols will bo sent out on the roads in front, and as soon as it is
'juite light, the Guards and Vedettes will talie up their position for
the day.

SECTION VI.
PLACING THE VEDETTES.
RY DAY.

VEDETTES should be placed by day on high ground, so as tu afford
them a commanding view, but always near a tree or rock, so bS 10
conceal them from the Enemy; who, from the position of a single
Vedette, might guess at that of the whole line. In a mountainous
country, where the ravines and narrow valleys cannot e.!,,·ays be seen
from the top of 1.1 hill, 1.1 Vedette is sometimes placed at its foot.
When the Vedettes are posted in such 1.1 manner as to be able to
overlook their fro;t, and see each other and the ground betwwn
them, so as that nothing can pass them unperceived, they are placod
as they ought to be.
In order to spare men and horses, no more Vedettes .han necessary
are to be out.

14
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In a thick fog, the Vedettes, stationed at a distanee on the flanks.
are taken off the hills, and placed on more suit"ble spots. The nature
of the country mny require that the position fixed upon, for the night,
should be taken up during the day; in which case, the ground in front
. must be continually scoured, in all directions, by small Patrols.
BY NIGHT.

Ify night, the Vedettes nre taken off the hills, and placed on the
ronds, hehind fords, bridges, ravines, &c., hy whieh the Eucmy might
approach the Guard; and at the bottom of hills, so as more easily to
discern agaiust the sky, objects moving over the top. In clear moon
shine, they ought to be near a tree or bush, to prevent their beiug seell
by the Enemy. In 8. close country, they should redouble their vigi
lance, for, it may happen that he will approach them unperceived, in
spite of all their care.
They must. be advanced only just so far, as that their firing can be
distinctly heard by the Guard, even in a stormy night.

SECTION VII.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE VEDETTES, AND WHAT THE
OFFICER COMMANDING THE GRAND GUARD HAS TO
DO, ON THEIR MAKING SIGNALS.
DY DAY.

1. When a Vedette discovers anything suspicious in the direction of
the Enemy, as, for instance, a rising dust or the glitteling of arms. he
should move his horse round in a circle, at a walk; on which, the
Officer should instantly proceed to tho Vedette, adompanicd by a Cor
poral anli four meIl, anli if he cn,nnot distinctly discover by his spy
glass the cause of the dust, &c., he should send off tho men that
accompanied . him,68 a Patrol, or go himself; for, if he sees Troops,
he shoulli be able to repolt how strong they are, whether consisting of
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Cavalry, Infantry, or Artillery, and, particularly, in which direction
they are marching. This report must be despatcheu, in writing,
without delay.
The Commander ,of a Grand Guard shall never omit to report
occurrences of tbis kind, although they may have no connexion with
the security ,of his own Guard. Patrols and Grand Guards must
always report the movements of any body of Troops, no lllatter how
small in number.
2. If the Vedettes 'positively observe Troops marching towards
them, but at a grc!1t distance, they lide tbe circle in a trot. The
Officer'S duty is as in 1.
R. If the Enemy'S troops approach to witbin a milc, the Vedettes
circle "in a gallop. The Officer then advances with his wbole Guard,
immediately. His duty is prescribed in the paragmph on the Attack
of a Granu Guard.
If the Enemy is so close !1t hand, that the Vedettes are obliged to
gallop to their Guard for their own security, they should first discharge
at him both their carbines and pistols.
Should a deserter approach, the Vedette is to m!1ke a sign!1l to the
Sentq at the Guard, and a party will be immediately sent to bring
him in.
BY NIGHT.

1. As soon as the Vedettes hear a suspicious noise, even though
at a great distance, such as the rattling of carriages br artillery,
the, barking of dogs in the villllges in front, or if they observo any
Iiru, one of the Vedetles must instantly report it to the Officer of the
Grand GUl1rJ, in order that the circumst!1nces may bo inquired into
by a Patrol.
2. Any person approaching the Vedette at night, must be ch!1llenged
in aloud tone anu made to halt. Should the person refuse to halt, being
twice challenged in a loud tone, the Veuette is to fire, retiring, if in
danger of being overpowered, by the l"Oad pointed out to him, &c.
Vedettes will not allow a mounted man, nor more than one lllan at a
time, to approach ' them, nor him nem'er than three yards. And they
will keep their cocked pistols directed all the whilo against him. The
Officer of the Grand Guard will then be signalled for, and must be
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instnntly there, and exnmine carefully whed'ee came the person or
persons, who sent them, and for what. For, when the Enemy desires
to surpriso a Grand Guard, he frequently docs so under the semblance
of a friendly Patrol, and therefore the officer should particularly
inquire, to what Regiment they belong, the name of their Brigadier,
Commanding Officer and Captains, where their Regiment is encamped,
&c. If t~ble readily and correctly to answer these questions, they
may be allowed to pass.

SECTION VIII.
ON THE ARRIVAL OF A FLAG OF TRUCE.
No person coming from the Enemy with a Flag of Truce, must be
allowed to advance farther than the chain of Vedettes. 'When a
Vedette makes tho signal, the Officer of tho Grand Guard meets the
Flag of Truce with four men, and halts the bearer of it, if possiblo,
in a bottom, or makes him face in tho direction from which he came.
For, it often happens, that the enemy's only intention is to make
observations, or see how the Grand Guard is placed, in order to
surprise it during the night. . If the bearer of tho Flag enly bring
letters, they are to be receipted for and he is sent back. If he insist
upon being allowed to proceed, permission must be first obtained; he
is then blindfolded; aNon-commissioned officer leads bis horse; and
he is thus conducted to the General's quartors. Should there be more
than one person with the Flag, one alono will be allowed to proceed
to the rear; the remainder must stay where they are. A Flag of
Truce ought to be' treated with the utmost civili ty; refreshmontp
should be offered, if at hand, but no conversation relative to the army
or its position, is to be permitted.

,
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SEC T 10 NIX.
DESERTERS COMING FROM THE ENEMY.
DY DAY.

As.they may be seen at a distance, but cannot. ~e known as deserters
a proportiona.te number of tho Guard mu~t already have advanced to
the line of Vedettes to meet them. Deserters generally make them
selves known by flourishing their ca.ps and calling out" Desertor!"
but this is not to be dep~nded upon; their further behavior must be
carcfull watcbe(l. They aTe then disarmed and. taken to the General's
qnarters, ono, two, or three at a time.
\Vhenover any priv~te property is taken from a deserter, the act
must be severely punished.
BY NIGHT.

Great caution must then be observed, especially if they are in force
The Vedettes must order them to halt at some diBblnce, and by no
means allow tbem to come too ncar. The Guard. ad vances; the
deserters are ordered to approach, ono by one, and are immediately
di~armed.
They arc then taken to the rear. Deserters must be
examined. respecting thtl movements, &c., of the Enemy.

SE C TI 0 N X.
WHEN THE GRAND GUARD IS ATTACKED.
BY DAY.

The Officer immeuiately sends word to the rear, and communicateR
the fact to the Grand Guards on his flanks. He then advances with
his Guard, but warily, so as not to be cut off, and begins to skirmish
with the Enemy. It will seldom be practicable to advance farther
than the chain of Vedettes. If obliged to retire, he must do it as
slowly as possible, endeavoriug to gain all the timo he can, for the
corps in his rear to tum out. If ho has previollsly fixell upon places
4
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where to make a stand, (as enjoined to do in SECTION II,) now is the
tiDle to make usc of them. The following (see Fig. 2) is the hest way
"I' defending such places, (generally a bridge, J'tJ.ville, or ford i) we
will snppose, in this cu.se, a bridge:
On arriving within three or foul' hundred ya,rds gf it, the Officer
'akes the gallop, anu pnssing over it with the main body of his men,
posts himself in A, as c lose as possible to, and with his right flank on
it, le{wing the passage clear. As soon as his Skirmishers see that
1 his hIlS been (lone, t hey likewise gallf P over the bridgc and face
tj,bout again in 11. The enemy is thu s compelleu to halt, nnd timo
is gaineu.-the granu object-on whieh may sometimes depend the
honor and wei fa re of the whole corps.
GI,{AND GUARDS ON THE FLANKS.
'Vhcn the Gmnd Guards on the flanks 11.1'0 not att[leked at the same
time, they can he sometimes of service iu a c ting upon the Enomy's
llnllks, though not if the naturc of the ground woulu endrmger their
being cut off.
As a genernl rnle, the Grand Guards that are not att.fl.cked, rotire in
a line Ivith those engaged, uud, while doing so, omit no favorable
opportunity, which offers, of assisting tho latter.
BY NIGHT.

It is mentioned in SEc'rION VII, that the Vec1ettes, on discharging
their fire-arms, must gallop back, by a certain road. This is a point
of the utmost importance, and which must bo well impressed on the
Night Veilettes,~tLmt in the event of being suchlenly attacked, th(lY
nrc not to retire in the direction of the Grand Guard, but n hundred
unil fifty yards to the right or left of it, and by a circuitous route, firing
I~ll the while, o.nd d,o illg all they can to mi~lead the Enell1Y, lLnd to
llmw him after them. Tho Grand Guard, by this means, g>tin$ timo
to mount, and to fall, with loud s houts, on the flank or renT of the
Enemy, who mny be thus led to suspect that ho hns fallen into lLn
!4mbuscade, be thereby puzzled, and perhaps lose some prisoners. After
nmkillg such all attack, it will usually be best for the Gmnd Guard te.

J
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fflll back I1gflin I110ng tbe roa,d fixed upon for a reheat. The =n
must therefore be shown, during tbe day, both the road wbicb tbe
VedeUes a,re to tl1kc, wben I1ttl1Cked I1t nigbt, and wberel1bout tbey are
to rejoin the Grand' Guard. Tbe retreat, otberwise, is conducted in
nearly tbe same way as by day, witb only tbis difference, tbl1t tbere
cannot be skirmisbers in front, but only two or three men at the
head. It is necessary to fire as mucb as possible, and wherC\'er a
stand can bo made, an obstinate defence should be attempted, It is
I1lmost unnecessary to remark, tbat tbe at.tack, as soon as made,
sbould be reported.
REPORTS.

All Officers in command of Gmnd Guards, P,\trols, &c., must make
written reports of everything wbich occurs. Tbere I1re few occasiond
when it is necessary to send a verbal report, and it should, as far as
possible, be avoided, a~ it is very difficult to find Non·commissoned
Officers and soldiers who will deliver one correctly. A Commander
of a Post or Patrol must be very cautious not to create unnecessary
alarms; Le must report as fully and as correctly as possible. In
reporting tbe movements of the Enemy, let him recollect that con
siderable confusion ml1yarise from saying "to tbe rigbt," or "to tbe
left;" be must say to OUT right, or to OUT left, or "to tbe Enemy's
right," or "to the Enemy'S left." If a Non-commissioned Officer can
not send a written report, he must explain the message thoroughly to
an intelligent Private, and should tbe latter deliver it incorrectly, be
must expect to be punished.
NON-CO:\IlmSSIONED OFFICERS.

A great deal of responsibility rests with a Non-commissioned Offic<'r
on Outpost duty; he has frequently the commltnd of Patrols, small
posts, &c.; it is, tberefore, necessary for him to obtain a thorough
knowledge of his duty. He is to recollect that the sn.fety a,nd honor
of his Regiment may freql\ently depend upon the lilanner in which
he executes his dnty. Unless, therefore, he cun enforce the strictest
discipline, and make tho men under him conform scrupulously to tLeir
orders, he is not fit for his situation.

IKSTr.UCTlOKS FOn PATlWL DUTY.

DY DAY.

\

Shonltl the same consist of ono Officer, two Non-commis ·
siolled Offi cers, and twenty-four men, the Officer commanding
will to'lI thorn off as in Fig. 3.
This gives an extension of] ,500 yurds, which is sufficient
for twenty-four men. The larg'er the Column, the strongcr
and more extended will be the Advance Guard. The principle
on whi ch an Advance Guard, ReM Guard, or Flank Guard,
is t.hrown out, is to' givo tim~ to the Column to make the
necessary prepnmtions for an attack or a retreat, in easp of
the Enemy's being discovered. The quantity of ground to
be til ken up will be regulated by tbis consideration I1nd by
the strength of t.he Guard. The several divisions of each and
nil of those different Guards must always keep their snpports
in si9'ht, and be cureful to pres~rve the same distnnees.
"Vhell the Column hults, the Advnnce Gnard docs the sarno,
but the three men at the head shoul,l inst[Lntly occupy the
neighboring heights, if allY thero be within four or five
huudred yards' distance.
If the Advanco Guard come to a wood, supposed to be
2,000 yards broad, tho Sergeant will reinforce the three' men
at the head with six more, who extend themselves on s line
with, and just so far to the right and left of tho first tbrce,
M to be aule to see eueh other, and what lies conceal~d
betwcell t.hem. Should the wood be larger, tbe Officer must
send two men t.o tho rigbt, and as many to tbe left, Ilrollnd
it, who nre carefuHy to exmnine whether they crm sec (l.ny
truces of 'l'roops leading into the wood, and if so, will'
immediately report the fact. The Column halts ulltil this
. is ascertailled.
Never less than thre" men should be at the head of tbe Ad"ance Guard.
Their duty is as follows: If there be (\ height in front, tbo centre
lUan of tbe three \Yi~1 trot on until he eun look over it and beyond;
Fig. 3.
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if one be scen to the right or left of the road, one of tho other two
men must do the sarno. Near I1n Enemy this precautio)1 must never
he omitted, not ev6n if tho hill be 2,000 yards di staut. Men t,hatgo up
I~ hill to reconnoitre in this manner, (t,hey may belong to an Advance
Guard or a Patrol,) must proceed with more than ordino.ry caution,
remembering tho.t it is of as much importanee not to be seen by, as
to see the Enemy. For this reason, when nearly on top, thpy should
take off their caps lind creep up only just far enough to be enl1b1ed to
look over.
On approaching a village, ono of t,he three goes round it to the right,
I1nother to the left, and the third straight through. The Non-commiR
sioned Officer of the Advanco Gnard quickens his g(eit, reinforceR this
last man with three others, of whom one is sont to tho right, and the
other to the left, through the by-streots; while tho third, keeping the
leading man always in sight, follows him through tlw middle of the
village. Should those men, in p,l1trol1ing the villnge, find no inhabitants,
they are to look into the windows, ride into tbe yards, and examine
carefully, if perhaps the Enemy !Jas not concealed himself. Those
going round tbe village, exo.mino the roads and paths, to see if there
are any traces of troops leading into it. The Sei'g'eant, with tbe rest
of his men, follolVs slowly. 'Wben he has passed through, he collect.~
his men, sends on thrce in lid vance again, I1nd reports to his Officer
who, mCllDtime, has halted behind thtl village-that it has been
patrolled, &c.
flY NIGHT.

The Ad vance Guard is told off as by day, but tbe distanees between
tho sevoml divisions must not be so great. The Officer's division is
only a hundred Yl1rds from the Column, the Sergeant's a hundred
from the Officer's, and tho three men in Advance, fifty ahead of the
Sergeant's party. The commuuication between them is further kept
lip by II. chain of single men, who ride just so fur apl1rt as to be able,
eo,ch, to see the man before and behind him.
If the Advance Guard, at uight, should unexpectedly full in with
the Enemy, it has no choice but instantly to attack him. Tho Non
commissioned Officer at onco disperses hi~ men to t.he right and left,
and fires o.s much as possible; the Officer advances rapidly with hi:;
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(livision, and charges. In no other way elln the Column f;ain time
for prepllration. It is therefore an unpllrdonablc fllull in an Advance
Guard to get frightened and fl~1\ buck upon the Column. Everything
would then be confusion; it would have been better to have no Advance
Guard.
Should the Advance Gnard, after a gallant stnlggl(> with a superior
force. be compellell to retire, its retreat mnst be made on either ,l;ide of
the Column, but ne,er 011 the Oolumn, for fear of throwing the latter
into confusion.
Ou al\ these subjects, the men should be well instructed bcferehllnd.
Every Commanding Officer of' a detached party must consider it as
onc of his first duties, to give his men clear and circumstantial
instructions how to act in every case. Unless he do so, they will
frequently nct in a manner contrary to his ideas, even with the best
intentions.

I
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IIiI. REAR GITARD

Is told off in separate divisions in tbe same way as an
Advance Guard, only iu n)YefSe order. (Fig. 4.)
Tbe object of a Rear Guard is to provent the
Enemy's a,pproacbing tbe Column, unperceived. Tw'o
men at the extrcmo Renr are sufficient, but they must
be pieked men. Tbey should often balt on the hei~hts
tbeyare pass ing, carefully screening tbemselves from
observation ,wh ile doing so, to see if, percb!J;nce, tho
Enemy is not following. 'Wben a monntain is at
hand, the Officer will do well to ride to tbe top of it,
Rnd search thenee, the country witb his spy-glass.
If tbe Enemy sbould follow elosely witb only n. few
men, it may be well eitber to try to drive bim off, or,
by leading llim into an ambuscade, to take some pris
oners from him. Dnt sbould tbe Rear be attached, it
must instantly be supported by the Sergeant's Troop,
and tbis bo supportcu by tbe Officer's Troop, Doth of
these must immediately advance, and do their utmost to
prevent the Enemy from coming too nCllr the Column.
Tbe Commanding Officer of the Column will either
~upport t,hem, or givc them directions to retire slowly,
If tbe Enemy should follow witb a more considerable
force-say oue Squadron, without attacking, tbe Rear
Guard will follow the Column in the manner ubout to bo
described. Hal ting unli I the Column bas got a thousand
yards abead of bim, tbe Officer trots on to tbe ordinary
distance of five huudred yards, baits, and fronts; as
soon !J;S the Serg'eant sees the Officer fronted, he trots
on likewise to five hundred yards' distance from the
Officer, haits, anu fronts; t.he two men in tbe re;u do tile
same. In this way, the Enemy is kept off, while at tbe
sarno time an engagement is avoided, and the horses
aro saved. " 'benever tho Column halts, the different
parties of tb e Rear Guard face to tbe Enemy.
At night, the Rear Guard observes the rules luid down
for an Advance GnUI'd. That is to suy, the iutclTals
between the scvcmJ Troops ore to bo sbortened, with
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single men interspersed tbrougb them in sufficiellt
proximit.y to each other to keep 1\ P B connected
commnnication with each otber anu tho Column.
IV. PA'lI'BOlr,S.

SECTION 1.
SIDE PATROLS OR FLANKERS.
Side patrols are placed in the following manner;
(Fig. 5.)
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},'hlllk Patrol.

The two men in A lUust not only from time to time
communicate with tbe Advance Guard-tbat is to say,
aile of tbem incline to the left until he can SeG it-but
the otber, when there is a heigbt near, even at a
thousand yards' distance, must riue to the top of it
and look over. 'When attacked, Siue Patrols behave
as Advance ELnd ReELr Guards; they meet the Enemy,
ELlld do not suffer bim to come too ncar the Column.
'Wben a Side Patrol meets with a wood in the
direction of its march, tbe disposition is altercd.
(l"ig.6.)

Fig. 2.
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The Officer detaches the Sergeant's Troop to the right, the Corporal
and four men to the left, and himself remains with I. 's men in the
centre. The Sergeant sends two men to the skirts of the wood; these
Dlust look at the tracks, and one of them occa.sionally rides to the top
of II height, if any be near; the remainder divide themselves to the
left of these two men, at such a distance that they can keep one
another in sight. The Corporal divides his men in the same manner,
between tho Right Flank of the Column and tho Officer's Troop. If
the officer perceive that these two lines aro not extensive enough to
cover the ground towards his troop, he detaches a sufficient number
of men to the right and left, to form a perfect line, which line must be
careful never to pass tho hen.d of the Column. The Non-commissioned
Officers endeavor to keep their men in the same line with the Officor's
division. All this should be done quietly, without hurry or fuss, and
will be so done, wherever the men have been previously instructed
in their duty. To see men unnecessarily galloping and fatiguing their
horses on such occasions, from mere want of instruction, and without
doing any more good than if at a walk, really excites one's pity.

SE C TION II.
PATROLLING A WOOD.
This is done in the manner just described (SECTION I) for a Side
Patrol, with the difference, that two men are also sent round to the
left skirt of the wood.

SECTION III.
PATROLS OF DISCOVERY
Consist generally of a considerable force, so as to be enabled to defend
themselves against small parties or patrols of the Enemy; and are sent
for the purpose of ascertaining, whether a certain place is in tbe Enemy'"

JO

INSTRUCTIONS FOR PA.TROL DUTY.

posscssion, whcthcr he is on the move against us, or whethcr a cortain
c]istrict is ocrupied by him. Such a Patrol usually has thrce men lor
a'a Advanro and two for its R eur Guard; and, if necessary, sends onc
man to its right, and anothcr to the left, along its hcights.
As not only the safety of the Pat.rol frcrluent.ly, but the very object
for which it is scnt, depends upon its not being scen by the Enemy,
it is of the utmost importance to impress well upon the men in front ,
that they arc not to be satisfied with merely looking ant before them,
but to examine closely the tracks along tho cross-roads, ascend the
hills with caution, &c.
If this be done, the Patrol will sometimes have a chanco of making
prisoners. A Patrol which sees the Enemy advancing towards it
with not too strong a force, must conceal itself, and at the proper
moment attack him vigorou sly ; whereby he will be thrown into
confusion, fly, and perhaps lose some prisoners. 'When the Enemy
is too strong, tho Patrol avoids him, !Lnd, if circumstances permit,
continues its march, and endeavors to carry out the object for which
it was sent.
A Patrol must never enter a villa.ge or wood, which has not been
exnmi ned; but this is to be so managed as not to delay the Patrol.
For, it must be borno in mind, that the officer who sent it alit has calcu
lated the time of its return; should it not come back at that time, he
may get apprehensive, and send another one out to look for it; whereby
both men and horses will be unnecessarily fatigued.
In passing, at night, a village which the Enemy may have occupied ,
the Patrol is to halt about five or six hundred yards from it. "Vhen
no Vedettos of tho Enemy are visible, a few men are 'sent to the right
and left, who approach stealthily, to ascertain if the entrances to the
village are occupied by troops, and to try and pick up an inhabitant,
whom they may bring back' with them. If nothing can be learned in
this way, t.he Put.rol moves on, observing the precautions mentioned in
a formel' Scction.
When a Patrol is ordered to ascertain, by night, whether It villa.ge is
or.cupiod, und how, three of the best mounted men are picked out jor
tho ieocl; eight others follow at a distance of twenty-four yurds; and
the rema.inder of the Patrol, at u hundred yards. The Enemy's
Vcllettes are then approached without noise, and as soon as one
challenges, the three men in advance bear down on him at full speerl.
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to tnke him pdsoller. Shoulil they not succeed, they with the other
eight mnst make a dnsh at the Gllard, to bring off a prisoner, with
whom they reti're. The alnrm will be given in the village to 'I.
certainty, and the souuding of trumpets or beatif!g of drums, will
euable the PILtrol to judge by what kind of troops it is oecnpied. If a
Patrol go 60 far as t.o be obliged to feetl, it must never stop to do so ill
a village, but ILlways in an open country under some trees, aud, while
hnlting for this purpose, UIllSt uever omit to throw out Vedet.les. The
horses must be watered nnd fed by detachments-never all at the
same time-so as to gUILrd nga.inst surprise.
Provisions and fora ge, if it be necessary to get them out of Villages,
mn st be brought ont by the inhabitants.
On such occasions, as on all otuers, the inhabitants aro to be treated
with kindness; any attempt to rob or ill,treat them, must be promptly
. and most severely punisheu.
Dut the object hlld in view b~ the Patrol, and the direction of its
route, mu st be cu.reful\y concenled from them. Guides tllat are sent
homo must,if p(l,siblc, be deceived, by tho Patrol 's marching in a
fal se direction, unlil they are out of sight. If informatioll ll.bout the
TOad be wanted, the inquiry must embrace several road s, that the true
'lue may not be sus]Jcctet1.

SECTION IV;
SECRET PAT1WLS.
THESE only consist of a few men, say six or eight, and are genel'ally
sent out on tbe flanks, sometilllcs in rear of the Enemy's ArlllY· They
have frequently to go ['tr, and be long gone, to mal,e the necessary
) b,eryations; [tnd of all tbe duties of Light Ctlvalry, therefore, this is
tbe most difficult to perform.
},!any of tbe rnl~s laid down for otber Patrols; urc likc\yisoJ
npplicablc hcre.
A Patrol of thi s kind marches without Auvauce Qt. Rear Guard.
Ollly onc mall mu st be detae-hed to look over the country from the
hill-tl'ps. The high rOllds must be avoided as much Il~ possible, and
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the Patrol march by by-roads, deep valleys, &c., &c. A guide on
horseback will be of great service to such a Patrol; but he is to be
paid for it, and well treated. The Patrol, to feecl, must g'o off the road
into ~ thicket or wood, and a look-out be set from a tree. If anything
hostile approach, the Patrol must escape unperceived, and seek out
another place of concealment, until it may continuo its march without
clanger. A fire can rarely be lighted-never without being very
cmeIul to hide it; but it is better to do without ·one. An inhabitant
who meets with the Patrol at night, must remain with it until the
march is resumed. Shoulcl a Secret Patrol, ill spite of all these
precautions, be discovered by the Ememy, it must fly. But, as
soon as the Enemy gives up the pursuit, it must make a renewed
attempt to get, by roundabout ways, to where it is t.o execute its
commission.
A well-informed and clever officer is required for this kind of duty;
oue who speaks tbe language of tbe country, Emd ha~ a knowledge of
the customs, habits, hopes, and fears of the inhabitants.
It is to be remarked, in conclusion, that if the Leader of a Patrol,
when returned, cannot answer the following questions about the
'roads he has passed over:
As to whether they are rocky, sandy, or boggy1
How many streams were passed; their distance from one anothe.r;
their breadth, depth, and strength of current 1
The character of t.heir banks; whether steep, miry, &e.1
Whether fordable at overy season for Cavalry, Infantry, or
Artillery, &c.1
How Dlany bridges span them; whether of wood or stone, massivo
or slight 1
How many villages there a·re on the road; their names i and the
distances from one to the other 1
Whether the road run much through woods, or at some di~tanC('
from them j the woods, of what size (Lnd kind, &c. 1
he has lost sight of one of the chief points of his duty.
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CONCLUSION.
The foregoing is but a sketch of the duties performed by Light
Cavalry. The young and inexporienced Soldier muy look upon it as
an introduction to his duties-nothing moro. Knowing this much.
he will have still mnch to learn; but less thun this he could hardly
know. and still remain an officer.

'.

Fig. 6.
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ARTICLE XXXVI,-ARMY REGULATIONS.
(EDITION OF 18 61.)

TROOPS IN CAMP AIGN . .

TROOPS IN CAMPAIGN.
ORGANIZATION OF AN ARMY IN THE FIELD.

J

The formation by divisions is the basis of the organization and admin·
istration of armies in the field.
A division consists usually of two or I,hree brigades, either of infantry
or cavalry, and troops of other corps in the necessn.ry proportion.
A bIigade is formed of two or more regiments. The first number
takes the right.
Mixed brigades are sometimes formed of infant.ry and light cavalry,
especially for the advanced gua,rds.
As the troops an;ve nt the rendezvous, the general commanding· ill
chief will organize them into brigades and divisions.
The light cavalry is employed as flankers nnd partisans, and genera.lly
for all service out of the line.
Heavy cavalry belongs to the reserve, and is covered, when neces
sary, in marches, camps, or bivouacs, by light troops, or infantry of thl)
line.
The anllngement of the troops on parade and in order of battle is
1st, t,he light infantry; 2d, infantry of the line; 3d, light cavalry; 4th, ,
cavalry of the line; 5th, heavy cavalry. The troops of the artillery and
engineers (Ire in the centre of the brigades, divisions, or corps to which
they are attached; marines take the left of other infantry; volunteers
and militia take the left of regular troops of the same arm, and among
themselves, regiments of volunteers or milit.ia of the same arm take
place by lot. This arrangement is varied by the general commanding
in-chief, as the circumstances of war render expedient.
Brigades in divisions, and divisions in t,he army, are numbered from
right to left; but in reports of military operations, bIigades and divisions
a,re designated by the name of the general commanding them.
The order of regiments in brigades and of brigades in div;sions mny
be changed by the commander of the division for important reasons,
such' as the weakness of somo corps, or to relieve one from marching to(
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long at the rear of the column. Such changes must be reported to t.he
gencml commanding-in-chief.
The general commanding-in-chief assigns t·he generals of divisions
and of brigades to their respective commands, when the assignment is
not made by the Department of War.
The general of brigade inspects his troops in ~etail, by companies,
when he takes the command and at the opening of the campai~n, and as
often as may be necessary to asccrtain exactly their condition. The
general of division makes similar inspections when he thinks proper.
At these inspect.ions the generals examine the arms, clothing, equip
ment, harness, horses, &c., direct the necessary repairs, and deSignate
the men anel horses t.o remain in depot, or march with the t.rain.
Reports of inspections are maele by the general of brigade to the gen
eral of elivision, and by the general of division to the general commanel
ing-in-chief.
DUling marches anel ull active operations, generuis of brigade keep
themselves exactly informed, by reports of corps and by their inspec
tions, of t,he actual st.rength of the regiments, so as always, and espe
ciallyafter an engagement, to make accurate returns. to the general of
division.
Staff officers, and officers of engineers, ordnance, and artillery, ac
cording to the nature of the service, are assigned to the headquarters of
armies and divisions, and detached brigades, by order of the general
communding-in-chief, when the distribution of these officers has not been
regul!\led by t,he 'War Department. The necessary staff will be assigned
to commanders of brigades.
When an engineer or other officer is charged with directing an expe
dition or making a reconnoissance, without having command of the
escort, the commander of the escort shall consult him on all the arrange
ments necessary to secure the success of the operation.
Staff officers, and commanders of engineers, ordnance, and artillery,
report to their immediate commanders the state of the supplies and
whatever concerns the .service nnder their direction, and receive their
orders, and communicate to them those they receive from their superiors
in their own corps.
The senior officer of engineers, of ordnance, and the departments of
the general staff serving at the chief headquarters in the field, will trans
mit to the bureau of his department at Washington, at the close of the
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campaign, aud such other times as the commander in the field may up·
prove, a full repoJt of the operations of his depa.tment, aud whtllcycl'
information to improve its service he may be able to furnish.
The report of the officer of engineers will embrace plans of military
works executed during the campaign, and, in case of siege, a journal of
the attack or defence.
CONTRIBUTIONS.

When the wants of the army absolutely require it, and in other cases,
under special instmctions from the War Department, the g1lneral com
mnnding the army may levy contributions in money or kind on the
enemy's country occupied by the troops. No other commander can
levy such contributions without written authority from the general com
manding-in-chief.
ORDERLIES.

I

At the opening of a campaign, the com;nander of an army determines
and announces in orders the number of orderlies, mounted or foot, for
the Generals, and the corps or regiments by which they are to be sup
plied, and the periods at which they shall be relieved.
In marches, the mounted orderlies follow the Generals, and perform
the duty of escorts, or march with orderlies on foot at the head of the
division or brigade.
The staff officer who distributes the orderlies to their posts sends with
them a note of the time and place of departure; those relieved receive a
like note from the staff officer at the headquartms.
Mounted soldiers are to be employed to carry despatches only in
special ana urgent cases.-(See Despatch,s.)
The precise time when the despatch is sent off, and the rate at which
it is to be conveyed, aTe to be written clearly on the covers of all letters
transmitted by a mounted orderly, and the necessary instruetions to
him, and the rate of travel going and returning, are to be distinctly ex
plained to him.
DEPOTS.

The grand depots of an army are established where- the military opera
tions would not expose them to be broken up. Smaller depots arc or
gaDized for the divisions and the severa.l arms. They are commanded
by officers temporarily disabled for field service, or by other officers
when necessary, and comprise, as much !IS possible, the hospitals and
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uepots for convalescents. When conveniently placed, they serve ns
points for the halting and assembling of detachments. They receive
tho disabled from the corps on the march; and the officers in command
of the depots send with the detachments to the army those at the depots
who have become fit for service.
CAMPS.

A camp is the place where troops ,0.1'0 established in tents, in huts, or
in bivouac. Cantonments arc the inhabited places which troops occupy
for shelter when not put in barracks. The camping·party is a detach
ment detailed to prepare flo camp.
Reconnoissances should precede the establishment of the camp. For
a camp of troops on the march, it is only necessary to look to the hel\1th
and comfort of the trcops, the faci.lity of the communications, t.he con
venience of wood and water, and the resources in provis ions and forage.
Tho ground for an intrenched camp, or a camp to cover 0. country, or
one designed to deceive the onemy as to the strength of the army, mUot
be selected, and the camp arranged for the object in v)cw.
The camping-party of a regiment consists of the Regimental Qnarter
master and Quartermaster Sergeant, and 0. Corporal and two men per
company. The General decides whether the regiments camp separately
or together, and whether the police guard shall accompany the camping
party, or a larger escort shall be sent.
Neil,her buggu.ge nor led horses are permitted to move with the cllmp
ing-party.
\Vhen the General cun send in advance to prepare the camp, he gives
his instructions to the Chief of the Quartermaster's Department, who
calls on tho regiments for their camping-parties, and is accompanied, if
necessary, by an engineer to propose tbe defences and communications.
The watering-places are examined, and signals . placed at those that
are dangerous. Any work required to make them of easier uccess is
done by the police guard or Quartr.rmaster's mono Sentinels, to bo re
lieved by the guards of the regiment when they come up, are placed by
t,he camping-party over the water if it is scarce, and over the houses and
stores of provisions and forage in the vicinity.
If the camping-party aoes not precede the regiment., the Quru'termaster
attends to t,hese things as soon as the regiment real1hes tbe camp.
On reaching the ground, the infantry form on the color front: tho
cavalry in rear of its camp.
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The Generals establish the troops in camp as rapidly as possible, par
ticularly after long, fatiguing marches.
The number of men to be furnished for guards, pickets, and orderlies;
the fat.igue parties to be sent for supplies; the work to be done, and the
strength of the working parties; the time and place for issues; the hour
of marching, &c., are then announced by the Brigadier Generals to the
C'llonels, and by them to the field officers-the Adjutant and Captains
formed in front of the regiment, the First Sergeants taking po.• t behind
their Captains. The Adjutant then makes the details, and the First
Sergeants warn the men. The regimental officer of the day forms tho
picket, and sends the guards to their posts. The colors are then planted
at the centre of tho color line, and the alms are stacked on the line; the
fat igue parties to procUl"O supplies, and the working parties form in rear
of the alms; the men not on detail pitch the tents.
If the camp is near the enemy, tho picket remains under arms until
t.he return of the fatigue parties, a.nd, if necessary, is te-enforced by
details from each company.
In the cavalry, each troop moves a little in rear of the point at which
its horses are to be secured, and forms in one rank; the men then dis
mount; a detail is made to hold the horses; the rest stack their anns and
fix the picket-rope; after the horses are attended to, the tents are pitched,
and each horseman places his carbine at the side from the weather, and
hangs his sahr(; and blidle pn it.
The standard is tben camed to the tent of tho Colonel.
Tho terms front, flank, right, left, file, and rank, have the same mean
ing when applied to camps as to the order of battle.
The front of tho camp is usually equal to the front of the troops. The
tents are arranged in ranks and files. The number of ranks varies with
t.he strength of the companies and the size of the tents.
No officer will be allowed to occupy a house, although vacant and on
the ground of his camp, except by permission of the commander of the
brigade, who shall report it to the commander of the division.
The staff officer charged with establishing the camp will designate the
place for tce shambles. . The offal will be buried.
CAMP OF INFANTRY.

Each Mmpany has its tents in two files, facing on a street perpendic
ular to the edor line. The width of the street depends on the front of
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the camp, but should not be less than 5 paces. The interval between
the ranks of .tBnts is 2 pacBS; betwoon the files of tents of adjacent com
panies, 2 paces; between regiments, 22 paees.
.
The color line is 10 paees in front of the front rank of tents. The
kitchens are 20 paces behind the rear rank of company tents; the non
commissioned staff and sutler, 20 paees in rear of the liitchens; the com
pany officers, 20 paces further in rear; and the field and staff, 20 paees
in rear of the company officers.
The company officers are in rear of their respective companies; the
Captains on the right.
The Colonel and ·L ieutenant Colonel are near the centre of the line of
field and staff; the Adjutant, a Major, and Surgeon on the right; the
Quartermaster, a Major, and Assistant Surgeon, on the left.
The police guard is at the centre of the line of the non-commissioned
staff, the tents facing to the front, the stacks .of arms on the left.
The udvanced post of the police guard i~ about 200 paces in front of
the color line, and opposite the centre of the reg·iment,.or on the best
ground; the prisoners's tent about 4 paces in rear. In a regiment of
the second line, the advanced post of the police guard is 200 paces in
rear of the line of its field and staff.
The horses of the staff officers and of the baggage train are 25 paces
in rear of the tents of the field and staff; the wagons are parked on the
same li~e, and the men of the train camped near them.
The sinks of the men are 150 paces in front of the color line; those
of the officers 100 paces in rear of the train. Both are concealed by
bushes. When convenient, the sinks of the men may be placed in rear
or on a flank. A portion of the earth dug out for sinks te be thrown
bac!, eccasienally_
The front .of the camp .of a regiment .of 1,000 men in twe ranks will
be 400 paces, .or ene-fift.h less paces than the number .of files, if the camp
is te have the same front as troops in .order .of battle. But the frenl
may be reduced te 190 paces by narrowing the cempany streets te 5
paces; and if it bo desirable te reduce the front still mere, the tents .of
('.empanies may be pitched in single file-these .of a division facing en
the same street.
CAMP OF CAVALRY.

In the cavalry, each company has .one file .of tents-the tents .opening
on the street fa.cing the left of the camp.
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The horses of eac~ company are placed in B single file, fueing the
Clpening of the tentl~' Bnd are fastened to pickets planted firmly in the
ground, from 3 to 6 paces from the tents of the troops.
The int.erval between the file of tents should be such that, the regi
ment being broken into column of companies, [as indicated in plate,]
each company should bo on the extension of the line on which the horses
are to be picketed . •
The streets separating the SqUBdrOns Bre wider than those between the
companies by the interval sepurating squadrons in line; these intervals
nre kcpt free from any obstruction throughout tho camp .
. The horses of the rear mnk are placed on the left of those of their
file-leaders.
The horses of the Lieutenants are placed on the right of their platoons;
those of the Captains on the right of the company.
Each horse occupies a space of about 2 paces. Tho nnmber of horses
in the company fixes the depth of the camp, and the disto,nce between
the files of tents; tho forage is placed between the tents.
The kitchens are 20 paces in front of ooch file of tents.
The non-commissioned officers (He in the tents of the front ranlt.
Camp-followers, teamsters, &c., o,re in the rear ranlt. The police guard
in the rear mnk, near the centre of the regiment.
The tents of the Lieutenants arc 30 paces in rear of the file of their
company; the tents of the Captains 30 paces in rear of the Lieutenants.
The Colonel's tent 30 paces in rear of the Captains', nea·r the centre
of the regiment; the Lieutenant Colonel on his right; the Adjutant on
his left; the Majors on the same line, opposite the 2d compnny on the
right and left; the Surgeon on the left of the Adjutant.
The field and staff have their horses on the left of their tents, on the
same line with tho company horses; sic], horses are placed in one line
on the right or Jeft of the camp. The men who attend them have a
sepal'llte filo of tents; the forges and wagons in renr of this file. The'
horses of the train and of camp-followers am in one or more files extend
ing to the rear, hehind the light or left squadron. The advanced post of
the police guard is 200 paces in front, opposite the centre of the regi
Dlent; the horses in one or two files.
Tho sinks for the Olen are 150 paces in front-those for officers 100
paces in rear of the co,mp.
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CAMP OF ARTILLERY.

The artillery is encamped n~ar the troops to which it is attached, so as
to be protected from attack, and to contribute to the defence of the camp.
Sentinels for the park are furnished by the artillery, and, w hon neces
sary, by the other troops.
For a battery of 6'pieces the tents are in three files-one for each se('
tion; distance between the ranks of tents 15 paces; tents opening to the
front. The horses of each section are picketed in one file, 10 paces to
the left of the file of tents. In the horse artillery, or if the number of
horses makes it necessary, the horses are in two files on the right and
left of the file of tents. The kitchens are 25 paces in front of the front
rank of tent,s. The tents of the officers are in the outside files of com
pany tents, 25 paces in rear of the rear rank-the Captain on the right,
the Lieutenants on the left.
The park is opposite the centro of the camp, 40 paces in rear of the
officers' tents. Tho carriages in files 4 paces apMt; distance between
ranks of carriages sufficient for the horses when harnessed to them; the
park guard is 25 paces in rear of the park. The sinks for the men HiO
paces in front; for the officers 100 paces in rear. The harness is in the
tents of t~e men.
BIVOUACS.

A regiment of cavalry being in order of battle, in rear of the ground
to bo occupied, the Colonel breaks it by platoons to the light. The
horses of each platoon are placed in a single row, and fastened as pro
scribed for camps; near the enemy they remain saddled all night, with
slackened girths. The, arms are at first stacked in rear of each row of
horses; the sabres, with the bridles hung on them, are placed against the
stacks.
The forage is placed on the right of each row of horses. Two stable
guards for each platoon watch the horses.
A fire for each platoon is made near the, color line, 20 paces to the left
of the row of horses. A shelter is made for the mon around tho fire, if
possible, and each man then stands his arms and bridle against the
shelter.
The fires and shelter for the officers are placed in rear of the Iino of
those for the men.
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The interval between tho squadrons must be without obstruction
throughout the whole depth of the bivouac.
The interval botween the shelters should be such that the platoons can
take up a line of battle freely to the front or rear.
The distance from the enemy decides the manner in which tho horses
arc to be fed and led to water. 'When it is permitted to unsaddle, the
saddles are plaeed in the rear of the horses.
In infantry, the fires are made in rear of the color line, on the ground
that would be occupied by the tents in camp. The companies arc placeu
around them, and, if possible, construct shelters. When liable to sur
prise, the infantry should stand to arms at daybreak, and the cavalry
mount until the return of the reconnoitring parties. If t.he arms are to
be taken apart to clean, it must be done by detachments, successively.
CA.l'iTONMENTS.

The cavalry should be placed und.er shelter whenever the distance from
the enemy, and from the ground where the troops are to form for battie,
permit it. Taverns and farm-houses, with large stables and freo access,
are selected for quartering them.
The Colonel indico.tes the place of assembling in case of alarm. It
should generally be outside the cantonment; the egress from it should be
free; the retreat upon the other positions secure, and roads leading to it
on the side of the enemy obstructed.
The necessary orders being given, as in establishing a camp, the picket
and grand guards are posted. A sentinel may be placed on a steeple or
high house, and then the troops are marched to the quarters. The men
sleep in the stables, if it is thought necessary.
The above applies in the main to infantry. Near the enemy, com
panies or platoons should be collected, as much as possible, in the same
houses. If companies must be separated, they should be divided by
platoons or ·squads. All take arms at daybreak.
When cavalry and infantry canton together, the latter furnish the
guards by night, and the former by day.
Troops cantoned in presence of the enemy should . be covered by ad
vanced guards and by natural or artificial obstacles. Cantonments taken
during a cessation of hostilities should be established in rear of a line of
defence, and in front of the point on which the troops would concentrate
to receive an att.ack. The General commanding-in-chief assigns the limits
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of tbeir cantonments to tbe divisions, tbe commanders of divisions to
brigades, ang tbe commanders of brigades post tbeir regiments. Tbe
position for eacb corps in case of attack is carefully pointed out by tbe
Generals.
HEADQUARTERS.

Generals t.a.ke post at the centre of tbeir commands, on tbe main chan·
nels of communication. If troops bivouac in presence of tbe enemy
tbe Generals bivouac witb tbem.
1I1lLITARY EXERCISES.

Wben troops remain in camp or cantonment many days tbe Colonels
require tbem to be exercised in tbe school of tbe battalion and squadron.
Regiments and brigades encamped by division are not united for drills
without the permission of tbe General of division. Tbe troops must not
be exercised at the firings without tbe autbority of tbe General com·
manding.in·cbicf. Tbe practice of t.he dlUms mnst never begin with the
.. general," or the .. marcb of tbe regiment;" nor the trumpets with tbe
sound "to horse." The hour for practice is always announced.
ORDERS.

In the field, verbal orders and important sealed orders are carried by
officers, and, if pOSSible, by staff officers. When orders are calTied by
orderlies, tbe place and time of departure will be marked on tbem, and
place and time of delivery on the receipt.
DESPATCHES.

Despatches, particularly for distant corps, sbould be intrusted only to
officers to wbom tbeir contents can be confided. In a country occupied
by tbe enemy, tbe bearer of despatche~ sbould be accompauied by at
leMt two of tbe best mounted men; sbould avoid t.owns lind villages,
and tbe main roads; rest as little as possible, and o11ly at out·of·the.way
places. Where tbere is danger, be sbould send one of tbe men in ad·
vance, and be always ready to destroy bis despatcbes. He should be
adroit in answering questions about tbe army, and not to be intimidated
by tbreats.
WATCHWORDS.

The parole and countersign are issued daily from the principal bead·
quarters of tbe command. Tbe countersign is given to tbe sentinels
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find non-commissioned officers of guards; the parole to the commissioned
officers of guards., The parole is usually the name of a general; the
countersign that of a battlo.
·When the parole Md countersign cannot be communicated daily to a
post or detachment which ought to use the same as the main body, a
series of words may be sent for some days in advance.
If the countersign is lost, or one of tho guard deserts with it, the com
mander on the spot will substitute another, and report the case at onco
to the proper superior, that immediate notice may be given to hcsd
quarters.
ISSUES.

At what timo and for what period issues qre mado must depend on
circumstances and be regulated in orders. When an army is not moving,
rations are generally issued for four days at a time. Issues to the com·
panies of a regiment, and the fatigues to receive them, are superintended
by an officer detailed from the regiment. Issues are made from one end
of the line to the other, beginning on the right and left alternately. An
issue commonced to one regiment will not be inteITupted for another
entitled to precedence if it had been in plac~.
THE ROSTER, OR DETAILS FOR SERVICE.

The duties performod by detail are of threo classes. The first class
comprises, 1st, grand guards and outposts; 2d, interior guards, as of
magazine, hospital, &c.; 3d, orderlies; 4th, police guards.
The second class comprises, 1st, detachments to protect laborers on
military works, as field-works, communications, &c.; 2d, working par
ties on such works; 3d, detachments to protect fatigues.
The third class are all fatigues, without arms, in or out of camp.
In the cavalry, stable-guards form a separate roster, and count before
fatigue.
The rosters are distinct for each class. Officers are named on them
in the ordor of ro.nk. Tho details are taken in succession in the order
of the roster, beginning at tho head.
Lieutenants form one roster, and first and second Lieutenants are en
tered on it alternately. Tho senior first Lieutenant is the first on the
roster; the senior second Lieutenant is the second, &C. The Captains
form one roster, and are exempt from fatigues, except to superintend
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issues. A Captain commanding a battalion . tempornrily is exempt from
detail, and dllty falling to him passes. Lieutenant Colonels and Majors
are on one rosoor. They may be detailed for duties of t.he first and second
classes wben the importance of tbe guards a.nd detacbments requires it.
Tbeir roster is kept nt division and ' brigado headquarters. In the com
pany, sergeants, corporals, and privates form distinct rosters.
Officers, llon-commissioned officers, and soldiers tako duties of tbe first
class in tbe order stated, viz : tbe first, for the detail, takes tbe grand
guards; tbe next, tho interior guards; tho last, the police guard; and
tbe same rule in regard to the details and duties of tbe second class. In
the details for the third class, tho senior officer takes tbe largest party.
Tbe party first for detail takes the service out of camp.
Wben tbo officer wbose tour it is is ' not able to take it, or is not
prer;ent at tbe hour of marching, the next after bim takes it. When a
guard hIlS pa~sed tbe chain of sentinels, or an interior guard bas reached
iL.~ post, the officer wbose oour it was cannot tben take it.
He takes tbe
lour of the officer who has taken his. When an officer is prevellted by
sickness from taking bis tour, it passes. These rules apply equally to
llon-commissioned officers and soldiers.
Duties of the first and second classes are credited on the roster wben
the guards or detachments have passed the chain of sentinels, or an
interior gunrd has reached its post; fatigue duties wben tbe parties have
passed tbe chain or begun tbe duties in camp.
Every officer, non-commissioned officer, or soldier on duty of tbe first
class, or wbo is of tbe next detail for such duty, takes, wben relieved,
the duty of t,be second or tbird class tbat bas fallen 00 him during tbat
lime, unless he bas marcbed for detachment of more tban twenty-four
hours.
Soldiers march with knapsacks on all duties of the first class; and with
arms and equipments complete on all working parties out of tbe camp,
uuless otherwise ordered. In tbe cavalry, horses aro packod for all
mounted service.
In the cavalry dismounted men, and tbose whose horses are not in
order, are preferred for the detail for dismounted service. Tbose who are
mounted are never employed on tbose services if the number of the other
class are sufficient.
Every non-commissioned officer and soldier in the cavalry detailed for
dismounted service must, before he marcbes; take to the First Sergeant
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of tho troop, or Sergeant of his squad,hls horse equipments lind his vlllise
ready pllCkcd. In elISe of alllrm tho First Sergeant sees that the horses
of these men are equipped nnd led to the rendezvous.
These rules in rcgllrd to tho roster IIpply also to service in gnrrison.
POLICE GUARD.

In eBeIt regiment a police guard is detailed every dny, consisting of two
sergeants. tllree corpo1'8ls, two drummers, and men enough to furnish tbo
required sentinels Il.nd plltrols. Tho men nre tllken from all tho companies,
from each in proportion to its strength. Tho guard is commanded by a
Lieutenant, undor tho supervision of a Captain, as regimental officer of
tbe dny. It furnishes ten sent.inels at the camp: one over tbe nrms of tbe
gunrd; one at the Colonel's tent; three on the color front, one of them
over the colors; three, fifty .paces in renr of the field officers' tents; and
one on eneh flank, between it and the next regiment. If it is a flank
regiment, one more sentinel is posted on the outer flank.
An advanced post is detBehed from the police guard, composed of a
sergeant, a corporal, a drnmmer, and njne men to furnish sentinels and
the guard over the prisoners. The men nrc the first of the guard roster
from CllCh company. The men of the advanced post must 1l0t leave it
under lilly pretext. Tbeir meals are sent to the post. Tbe advanced
post furnishes three sentinels i two a few paces in front of the post, oppo
site the right and left wing of the regiment, posted so as to see liS fOJ" liS
possible to the front, Rnd one over the nrms.
In the cavalry dismounted men nre employed in preference on the
police guard. The mounted men on gunrd nrc sent in succession, a part
at a time, to groom their horses. The advan~d post is always formed
of mountcd mon.
In CllCh company II corpornl has cbarge of the stable gUllrd. His t~ur
begins Rt retreat, and ends at morning stable-call. The stable guard is
large enongh to relieve the men on post every two bours. They sleep in
their tents, Rnd are called by the corporal when wanted. At retreat he
closes the streets of the camp with cords, or uses other precautions to
prevent the escape of loose horses.
The officer of the day is charged with the order Bnd clcnnlines8 of the
camp. A filtigne is furnished to bim when tbe number of prisoners is
insufficient to clefln t.he .cRmp. He has the CBlls beaten by the drummer
of tbe gUllrd.
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The police guard snd the advan~ed post pay the same honors as othel
They take arms when an urmed body approaehcs.
The sentinel over the colors has orders not to permit them to be move,]
e:1cept in presence of un escort i to let no one touch them but the coior
l,earer, or the sergeant of the polico guard when he is uccompanied by
two armed men.
The sentinels on the color front permit no soldier to take arms from the
stacks, except by order of some officer, or a non-commissionNl officer of
the guard. The sentinel at the Colonel's tent has orders to wurn him.
\;uy or night, of any unusual movement in or about the cump.
The sentinels on the front, flanks, und reul' see thl1t no so!<Uer leaves
camp with horse or arms unless conducted by a non-commissioned officer'
They prevent IlVn·oommissioned officers and soldiers hom passing ont at
night, except to go to the sinks, und mark if they retmn. They un'est,
Itt any time, suspicious persons prowling uLout the camp, and at night,
everyone who attempts to enter, even the soldiers of ot,her corps. AI"
rested persons are sent to the officer of the guard, who sends them, if
lleoossary, to tho officer of the day.
The sentinels on the front of the advanced post have orders to permit
neithor non· commissioned officers nor soldiers to pass tho line, without
reporting at the advanced post; to warn the advanced post of the ap·
prosch of any armed body, and to arrest all suspicious persons. Tho
Sergeunt sonds persons so o.rrested to the officer of the guard, nnd wI,rns
him of the npproach of ILny armed body.
The sentinel over the IIrms ut the ndyanced post guards the prisoners
nnd keeps sight of them, lind suffers no one to converse with them withont
permission. They are only permitted to go to the sinks 0110 ILt n time,
o.nd under a sentinel.
If ILny one is to be passed out of CIlmp nt night, the officer of the
gUSI'd sends him under escort to the adyanct'd post, and the sergeant of
the post has him passed over the chain.
At retreat the officer of thl' guo.rd has the roll of his guard called, a.nd
inspects ILrms, to sec that they are. loaded und in order; and visits the
udvanced post for the snme purpose. The sergeant of tho police gUllrcl,
ItCcompanied by two armed soldiers, folds the colors nnd lays them on
tho trestle in rear of the anns. He Bees that the sutler's stores are then
closed, and the men leave them, und that the kitchen fires urc put out ut
the appointed hour.
guarcl,~.
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The officer of tho day satisfies himself frequently during t.he night of
tho vigilance of the police guard and advanced post. He prescribes
patrols and rounds to be made by the officer and non-commissioned officer~
of the guard. The officer of the guard orders them when he thinks neces
sary. He visits the sentinels frequently.
At reveille the police guard tn.kes arms; the officer of the g~ard inspects
it and the advanced post. The Sergeant replants the colors in place.
At retreat and reveille the advanced post takes arms; the Sergeant makes
bis report to the officer of the guard w hen he visits the post.
When necessary, the camp is covered at night with small outposts,
forming 0. double chain of sentinels. These posts are under tbe orders
of tho commander of the police guard, and are visited by his patrols and
rounds.
The officer of the guard makes his report of his tour of service, in
cluding the advanced post, and sends it, after the guard is marched oe',
to the officer of the day.
'When the regiment marches, the men of the police guard return to
their compa.nies, except those of the advanced post. In the cavalry, at
the sound "boot and saddle, II the officer of the guard sends one-half the
men to saddle and ' pack; when the regiment assembles, all the men
join it.
'When the camping party precedes the regiment, and the new police
guard marches with the camping party, the guard, on reaching the camp,
for~s in line thirty paces in front of the centre of the ground m&rked for
the regiment. The officer of the guard furnishes the sentinels require<1
by the commander of the camping party. The advanced post takes it~
station.
The advanced post of the old police guard takes charge of the prisoners
on the march, and marches, bayonets fixed, at the centre of the regiment.
On reaching camp it turns over the prisoners to the Ilew advanced post.
THE PICKET.

The dctail for the picket is made daily, after the details for duty of the
. first class, and from the next for detail on the roster of that class. It is
designed to furnish detachments and guards unexpectedly culled for in
the twenty-four hours; it counta as a tour of the first class to those who
havo marched on detachment or guard, or who ha.ve pa.ssed the night in
bivouac.
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The officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers of the picket are
lit

all times dressed and equipped; the horses are saddled, and knapsacks

aud valises ready to be put on.
Detachments and guards from the picket are taken from the head of tho
picket-roll in each company, and, if possible, equally from each company.
The picket of a regiment is composed of a Lieutenant, two Sergeants,
four Corporals, a drummer, and about forty privates. For a smaller force,
the picket is in proportion to the strength of the detachment.
Officers and men of the picket who march on detachment or guard
before retreat will be replaced.
The picket is assembled by the Adjutant at gnard-mounting; it is
posted twelve paces in rear of the guard, and is inspected by its own
commander. 'Vhen the guard has marched in re\'iew the commandant
of the picket marches it to the left of the polico guard, where it stacks its
arms, and is dismissed; the arms are under charge of the sentinel of the
police guard.
The picket is only assembled by the orders of the Colonel or officer of
the day. · It forms on the left of the police guard.
The officer of the day requires the roll of the picl,et to bo called fre
quently during the day; the call is sounded from tlie police guard. At
roll-calls and inspections infantry pickets assemble with knapsacks on,
cavalry on foot. The picket is assembled at retreat; the officer has the
roll called, and inspects the arms. The picket sleep in their tents, but
without undressing.
The picket does not assemble at night except in cases of alarm, or
when the whole or a part is to march; then tho officer of t.he day calls tho
officers, the latter the non-commissioned officers, and these tho men, for
which purpose each ascertains the tents of those he is to call; they aro
assembled without boat of drum or other noise. At night cavalry pickots
assemble mounted.
Pickets rejoin their companies whenever the regiment is under arms
for review, drill, march, or battie.
GRAND GUARDS AND OTHER OUTPOSTS

Grand guards are the advanced posts of a camp or cantonment, and
should cover the a.pproaches to it. Their numbor, strength, and position
are regulatoo by the commanders of brigades; in detached corps, by the
commanding officer. When it can be, the grand guards of cavalry and
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infantry are combined, tho cavalry furnishing tho advanced sentinels.
'Vhen ~he cavalry,is weak t.he grund guards are infantry, but fW"Ilishod
with a few cavalry soldiers to get and CBrry intelligence of t.he enemy.
The strength of the grand guard of a brigade will depend on its object
and the strength of the regiments, the nature of the country, the position
of the enemy, and the disposition of the inhabitants. It is usually cow
manded by a Captain.
Under the supervision of the Generals of Division and Brigade, the
grand guards are specially under the direct.ion of a field officer of the duy
in each brigade. In case of necessity, Captains may be added to the
roster of Lieutenant Colonels and Majors for this detail.
Staff officers, sent from division headquarter8 to inspect the posts of
grand guards, give them orders only in urgent cnses, and in the absence
of the field officer of the day of the brigade.
Grand guards ' usually mount at the sarno time as the other guards, but
may mount before daybreak if the General of Brigade thinks it necessary
to double the outposts at that time. In this case they assemble amI march
without noise, and during their march throw out scouts. This preCBution
should always be taken in the first posting of a grand guard. The doub
ling of guards weakens the corps and fatigues the men, and should seldom
be resorted to, and never when preparing to march or fight.
A gmnd guard is conducted to its post, in the first instance, by the
field officer of the day, guided by a staff officer who accompanied tho
Geneml in his reconnoissance. After the post has been established the
commander sends to the fielu officer of the day, when necessary, a soldier
of the guard to guide the relieving guard to the post. He ulso sends to
him in the evening 11. corporal or trusty man of the guard for the note
containing the parole and countersign, and sends them before durk to the
detached posts. He will not suffer his guard to be relieved except by a
guard of the brigade, or by special orders.
If there is no pass to be observed or defended, the grand guurds are
placed ncar the centre of the ground they ure to observe, on sheltered,
and, if possiblo, high ground, t.he better to concenl their strength and
ob5Crve the enemy j they ought not to be placed near the edge of II. woou.
When, during the day, they are placed very noor or in sight of the
enemy, they fnll back Ilt night on posts selected further to the rear.
In broken or mountainous countries, and particularly if the inhabitants

54

TROOPS IN CAMPAIGN.

are ill disposed, iutennediate posts must be established when it is ueces
sary to post the grand guard distant li'om the camp.
Grand gnards are chiefly to watch the enemy in front; their flanks are
protected by each other, and the camp must furnish posts to protect their
'rcar and secure their retreat.
Grand guards are seldom intrenched, and never without the orders of
the General, except by 0. barricade or ditch when exposed in a plain to
attacks of cavalry.
The Geueral of Division, if he thinks proper, changes the stations and
orders of these guards, and establishes posts to connect the brigades or
protect the exterior flanks.
After a grand gnard is posted, the first care of the commander aud of
the field officer of the day is to get news of the encmy; then to recon
noitre his position, and the roads, bridges, fords, and defiles. This
reconnoissance determines the force and position of the smull posts and
their sentinels day aud night. These posts, according to their import
ance, arc commauded by officers or non-commissioned officers; the
c.ayalry posts may be relieved every four or eight hours.
The commander of a grand guard receives detailcd instructions from
the Geneml and field officer of the day of the brigade, and instructs the
commanders of the small posts as to their duties and the arrangements
for defe~ce or retreat. The commanders of grand guards may: in urgent
cases, change the positions of the smnll posts. If the small posts are to
change their positions at night, they wait nntil the grand guard have got
iuto positiou and darkness hides their movements from the enemy; then
march silently and rapidly under the charge of an officer.
In detached corps, sma)) posts of picked men are at night sent forward
on the roads by which the enemy may attack or turn the position. They
watch the fOTks of the roads, keep silence, couceal themselves, light uo
fires, and often change placo. They announce the approach of the
enemy by signals agreed upon, and retreat, by routes examined during
the day, to places selected, and rejoin the guard at daybrcal•.
Grand guards have special orders in each case, and the following in
a)) cases: to infonn the nearest posts and the field officer of the day, or
the General of Brigade, of tLt march and movements of the enemy, and
of the aUael,s they receive or fear; to examine eyery person passing near
the post, particularly those coming from without; to arrest suspicious
persons, and all soldiers and camp-followers who try to pass out without
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pormlSSlOn, Imd to send to the General, unless otherwise directed, all
country people ',:ho come in.
All out-guards stllnd 1.0 arms at night on the a.pproach of patrols,
rounds, or other parties; the sentinel over the arms has orders to call
them out.
Advanced posts will not take arms for inspection or ceremony when it
would expose them to the view of the enemy.
Grand guards are often charged with the care and working of tele
graphie signa.Js.
The sentinels a.nd vedettes arc placed on points from which they can
sec furthest., taking care not to break their connexion with each other or
with their posts. They o.re conceo.led from the enemy as much as possi·
ble by walls, or trees, or elevated ground. It is generally even of more
11th-antage not to be seen than to sec far. They should not be placed
near covers, where the enenlY may capture them.
A sentinel should always be ready to fire; vedettes carry their pistols
0\' carbines in their ho.nds. A sentinel must be sure of the presence of an
enemy before he fires ; once satisfied of that, he must fire, though aU de·
fence on his part be useless, as the sILfety of the post may depend on it..
Sentinels fim on all persons deserting to the enemy.
If the post must be where a sentinel on it cannot communicate with
the guard, a corporal anJ throo men arc detached for it, or the sentinels
are doubled, that one may communicate with the gUlud. During the
day the com1l1unication ma.y be made by signals, such as r&ising a cap
O£ handkerchief. At night sentinels are placed on low ground, the better
to sec objects against the sky.
To lesson the duty of rounds, and keep more men on the alert Ilt
night, sent.inelp are r~1ieved every hour. To prevent sentinels from
being surprised, it is sometimes well to precede the countersign by slg.
nals, such as striking the musket with the hand, striking tho hands
together, &c.
On the approach of anyone at night, the sentinel orders- Cl 1falt!"
If the order is not obeyed after once repeated, he fires. If obeyed, he
oolls;-" 11'/10 goes therc 1" If answered-CI Rounds" or CI Patrol," he
8aY8-" Stand: Advance one with the countersign." If more than one
advance at the same timo, or the person who advances faHs to give the
c()untersign or signal agrced on, the senHnel fires, and falls back on his
guard. The sentinel over the arms, as soon as his hail is answered,
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turns out the guard, and the corporal goes- to reconnoitre. 'Vhen it Is
desirable to hide the position of the sentinel from the enemy, the hail is
r«)placed by signals; the sentinel gives the signal, and those approoching
the counter signal.
'Vith raw troops, or ,,.hen tho iight'troops of the enemy arc numerous
or octive, and when the count,ry is broken or wooded, the night stormy
or dark, Bentinels should be doubled. In this Cllse, while one wlltchcs,
the other, called a fiying sontinel, moves about, examining the paths
and hollows,
The commandllnts of grand gUllrds visit the Bentinels often; cllllngo
their positions when necessllry; make them repent their orders; tcoch
them under what circumstances lind at what signals to retire, and par
ticularly not to fall back directly on their guard if pursued, but to lend
the enemy in a circuit.
At night, hlllf the men of the grand guard off post watch uncler IIrms,
while the rest lie down, n·rms by their side. The horses lire always
bridled; the horsemen hold the reins and must not sleep.
\Vhen II grllnd guard of ellvalry is so placed as not to be liable to a
sudden attack from the enemy, the General may permit the horses to be
fed during the night, unbridling for this purpose a few at 0. tim&-the
horsemen being vigilant to prevent them from escaping.
An hour before brenk of day, i:.lfantry grand guards stand to arms,
and envnlry mount. At the advanced posts, some of the infantry lire all
night under arms, some of the cavalry on horseback.
The commander of a grand guard regulates the numbers, tho hours,
and the march of patrols and rounds, according to tho strength of his
troop and the necessity for precaution; and, accompanied 'by those who
aro to command the patrols lind rounds during the night, he will recon
noitre all the routes they aro to fohow.
Patrols and rounds march slowly, in silence, and with great precau
tion; halt frequently to liston and eXllmine the ground. Tho rounds
consist of an officer or non-commissionod officer, and two or three men.
Toward break of day the plltrols ought to be more frequent, and sent
to greater distances. They examine the hollow ways Ilnd ground likely
to coneenl lin enemy, but with great caution, to avoid being cut off, or
engllged in an unequal combat; if they mect the enemy, they fire and
IIttempt to stop his march. 'Vhile the patrols arc out, tbe posts are
under arms.
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Cavalry patrols should examino the country to a greater distance than
infantry, and report to tho infantry guard everything they observe.
The morning patrols lind scouts do not return until broad daylight; and
when they return, the night sentinels are withdrawn, and the posts for
the day resumed.
\Vhen patrols are sent beyond tho advanced posts, tho posts and sen
tinels should be wurned.
On their return, commanders of patrols report in regard to tho ground
and everything they have observed of the movements of tho enemy, or
of his posts, und the commandant of the grand guard repvrts to the field
officer of the dilY.
Tho fires of grand guards should be hidden by a wall, or ditch, or
other screen. T" deceive the enemy, fires aro sometimes made on
ground not occupied. .Fires are not permit ted ut small posts liable to
surprise.
The horses of cavalry guards aro watered or fed by detachments;
during which tho rest aro ready to mount.
If a body of troops attempt to enter the CIlmp at night, unless their
arrival has boon annonnced, or the comnumder is kuown to, or is tho
bearer of a written order to the commander of the grand guard, ho stops
them, and sends the commander under escort to the field officer of the
day, and warns the posts neur him.
Bearers of flags arc not permitted to pass the outer ehain of sentinels i
their faces are turned from the post or army; if necessary, their eyes aro
bandaged; a non-comlJlissioned officer stays with thom to prevent indis
cretion of tho sentinels .
Tho commandant of the grand guard receipts for despatches, and sends
thom to the field officer of the day or General of llrigade, and dismisses
the besrer; but if he has discovered what ought to be concealed hom the
enemy, he is detained as long as necessary.
Deserters are disarmed at the advanced posts, and sent to the com
mander of the grand guard, who gets frvm them all the information he
can concerning his post. If many come at night, they arc received
cautiously, a jcU) ut a time. They are sent in the morning to the field
officer of the day, or to the nearest post or camp, to be conducted to the
General of the brigade. All ~W!pected persons arc searched by tho COD!
\llanders of the posts.
\Vhen an enemy advances to attack, unless he'is in too great forco, or
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the grund guard is to defend an intrenched post or 0. defile, it will take
the positions and execute the movements to check the euemy, acting o..~
skirmishers, or fight.ing in close or open order, as may bo best. 'fho
gua.rdjoins its corps when in line, or when a suflkient number of troops
have renched the ground it defends.
INTRENCHED POSTS.

Unless the army be acting on the defensiYe, no post should be in
trenched except to coyer the weak parts of the line, or at poin ts which
the enemy cannot avoid, or in mountain wtujine, or to close a defile, or
cover winter quarters.
Posts connected with the operations of an army arc iutrenched only
by order of the Geneml commanding-in-chief or a General of Divisi()n.
Any intrenchment that requires artillery is considerod ns a post, and
0. guard o~ garrison and commander arc assigned to it.
The General who establishes an intrenched post gives to its commanaer
detailed instructions in regard to its defence, and the circumstances under
which the defence shonld cense.
The commander reconnoitres his post; distributes the troops i post~
the officers and non-commissioned officers; forms a reserve i gives on1ers
for all contingencies he can foresee i supposes an attack, and a.rranges
his troops for defence, so ns to prepa.re them for attack, day or nigbt.
In dark weather be redoubles his vigilflnce, and changes the bourA
and direction of the rounds and patrols. He permits no flags of truee.
deserters, or strangers to enter. If a flag ougbt to pass his post, be
bandflges his eyes. He refuses admittance to a relief or any other party
until he bas carefnlly examined tbem. In cnse of fin attllck, be docs not
wait for orders 01' bold a council. Having defended his post to the Illst
extremity, 01' till tbe purpose of the defence, according to his instructions,
is flnswered, be may then spike bis guns · and rejoin tbo army under
cover of night, or by cutting his way througb tbe enemy.
DETACHMENTS.

'Wben 0. detachment is to be formed from tho different regiments of n,
brigade, the Assistant Adjutant General of the brigade assembles it, and
turns it over to the commander.
'\Then !l. detachment is to be formed from different brigades, the Assist·
ant Adjutant General in each forms the contingent of tbe brigade, and
sends it to the place of nssembling.
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Det,achmentll are generally formed by ta.k ing battulions, squadlon8,
companies, platoons in turn, according to tho roster for such detail.
'When the detachment is to consist of men from every company or
troop, the first on the roster for guard are taken.
Officers, non-commissioned officers, and soldiers, whose tour it is to
~o on detachment, if employed otherwise at the time, Rle relieved from
the duty they are on, if they CBn reach camp in time to march with the
detachment.
When detachments meet, the command is regulated while they serve
together as if they formed one detachment; but tho senior officer cannot
prevent the commander of nny detachment from moving, when ho thinl.s
proper, to execute tho orders he has rcceived.
On the return of a detachment, the eomDlander reports to the head
quarters from which he received his orders.
RECONNOISSANCES.

Near an enemy daily reeonnoissances are made to observe t.he ground
in front, and to discover whether the advanced guards of t,he enemy lilwe
boon increased or put in motion, or any other sign of his preparation for
march or action.
They are made by small parties of cavalry and infantry, from the
brigado, under direction of t,he General of Division or the General of 1\
Reparate brigade, and to less distance by tho patrols of the grnnd guard,
and are not repeated at the same hour 01' by the same route. On the
plain, reconnoissanCOl! RIC made by cavalry; among mountainS, by in
tilDtry, with a few horsemen to CBrry intelligence.
Reconnoitring parties observe tbo following procautions: to leave
small posts, or .sentinels at int,ervnls, to transmit intelligence to tho ad
"anced posts of the army, unless the return is to be by a dift'erent route;
to Dlarch witb caution, to avoid fighting; and see, if possible, without
being seen; to keep an advanced guard; to send well-mounted men
ahead of the advanced guard, and on the flank of the party; to instruct
the scoutll that no two should enter B defile or mount a hill together, but
to go one at B time, while one watches to CBITY tho news if the other is
taken.
Defore daybreak the advanced guard u.nd scouts are drawn closer; the
party then march slowly and silently, stop frequently to listen, and keep
the horses that neigh in the rear. The party should enter no wood, defila,
villnge, or inclosure, until it has been fully eXUJllined by tho scouts.
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Special reconnoissances are made under the instruction of the General
in command, by such officers and wit,h such force as he may direct.
Offensi ve or forccd rcconnoissa.Kes are to uscertain with certainty
points in the enemy's position or his strength. They are sometim('s pre
ludes to re~l actions, and sometimes only demonst.rations. They drive
in his outposts, and sometimes engage special corps of his line. They
are only made by the order of the General commanding.in.chicf, or the
commander of an isolated corps.
In all reports of reconnoissances, the officer making them shall dis·
tinguish expressly what he hus scen from the accounts he hus not been
able to verify personally.
In special and offensive reconnoissan~s, the report must be accom·
panied by a field sketch of the localities, the dispositions and defenCCfl
of the enemy.
PARTISANS AND FLANKERS.

The operations of partisan corps depend on the nature and theatre of
the war; they enter into the general plan of operations, and ' ure con·
dueted under the orders of the General commanding.in.chief.
The composition and strength of partisan corps and detachments of
flankers depend on the object, the difficulties, the distance, and the
probable time of the expedition.
The purpose of these isolated corps is to reconnoitre at 1\ distance on
the fla.nks of the army, to protect its operations, to deceive the enemy,
t() interrupt his communications, to intercer-t his couriers lind his corre·
spondence, to threaten or destroy his magazines, to curry off h.is posts
und his convoys, or, at aU events, to retard his march by lllllking him
detach largely for their protection.
'While these corps fatigue the enemy and embarrass h.is operlltions,
they endeavor to inspire confidence a,nd secure the good will of the in·
habitants in a friendly country, and to hold them in check in lin enemy's
country.
They move actively, appear unexpectedly on different points in such
It manner us to make it impossible to estimate their force, or to tell
whether they arc irregular forces or an advanced guard.
These operations require vigilance, secrecy, energy, and promptness.
The partisan commander must frequently supply by strategem and
au.dacity what I,e wants in numbers.
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These detachments nrc sometimes composed of dift'erent arrHS, but the
service belongs ~ore pnrliculnrly to the light cavalry, which efm move
to a distance by rilpid marches, surprise the enemy, attack uilCxpectedly.
and retire as pIOlIlptly.
Stormy wcuther, fogs, extreme heat, and the night above all, arc fa\·or.
able to the success of nmbuscndes j w hen the eneI'IY are careless, the
break of dny is the best time. A partisan commander should communi·
cate to his second ill commund his secret -orders, the direction und object
of the expedition, and the <1ificrent points of junction with the army.
Guides of the country and spies arc often necessary to tho partisan.
Theyaro examined separately, and confronted if their accounts differ.
'When there is but ouo gUide, he marches with tho advanced guard,
guarded by two men, and bound if noce~3ary. Peddlers and smugglers
are specially suitable fot spies.
A fit time to attack a eonvoy is at a halt, or when they begin to park,
or when they arc watering, or passing a wood or a defile j at a bend of
the road, a bridge, or steep ascent.
The attacking party may be principally cavalry, with some infantry.
The first object is to disperse tho escort. A part of the detachment
attacks the main body of the escort, another the wagons, und a third is
in resen'e j skirmishers line tho road, and try to cut the traces, and to
seize the front ,!nd rear wagons, and turn them across the road, to pre
vent the truin from advancing or retreating.
If the convoy is parked, the cavalry surrounds it, assails the escort,
and tries to draw it away from the train. The infantry then engnge the
troops remaining at the park, slip under the wngons, and get into the
park. 'When the cavalry is alone and the enemy are shaken, they dis
mount u portion of the men to supply the want of infantry:
If it is a large convoy, the principal attack is mude on the centre j the
most valuable wagons are also selected, and additional horses are put
to them if the attack is successful. Those that cannot be carried off are
burned.
MARCHES.

The object of the movement and the naturo of the ground determine
the order of march, the kind of troops in each column, and the number
of columns.
The force is divided into as many columns as circumstances permit,
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without weakening anyone too much. They ought to preserve tb~ir
communications, lind be witbin supporting distance of each other. The
commander of each column ought to know the strength and direction
of the others.
The advance and rear guards are usually light troops; their strength
and composition depend on the nature of the ground and tho position of
the enemy. They serve to cover the movements of the army, and to
hold the enemy in check until the General hRS time to make his arrange·
ments.
The advance guard is not always at tho head of the column; in a
march to a flank, it tllkes such positions as co\'or the movement. Sappers
arc attached to the advanced guard if required.
The" general," sounded one hour before the time of marching, is the
signal to strike tertt3, to load thli wagons, and pack horses, and send
them to the place of assembling. The fires arc then put out, Rnd cam
taken to avoid burning straw, &c., or giving to the enemy any other
indication of the movement.
The" march" will be beat in the infantry, and the" advance" sounded
in the cavalry, in succession, as each is to take its place in the column.
'When the army should form suddenly to meet the enemy the "long
Toll" is beat, and" to horse" sounded. Tbe troops form rapidly in front
of their camp.
Batteries of artillery and their caissons move with the corps to which
t.hey arc attached; the field train and ambulances march at tho rear of the
column; and the baggage with the rear guard.
Cavalry and infantry do not march together, unless the proximity of
the enemy makes it necessary.
In cavalry marches, when distant from the enemy, each regiment, and,
if possible, each squadron, forms a separate column, in order to keep up
the same gait from front to rear, and to trot, when desirable, on good
ground. In such C3Ses the cavalry may leave camp later, and can give
more rest to the horses and more attention to the shoeing llnd harness
Horses are not bridled until the time to start.
'Vhen necessary, the orders specify the rations the men arc to carry ill
their haversacks. The field officers and Captains make inspections fre·
quently during the march; at halts they examine tbe knapsacks, valiscs,
and haversacks, and throwaway all articles not authorized. The officers
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find non-commissioned officers of cavalry compa-nies attend persona-lly to
the packs and girths.
·When it ca-n be avoided, troops should not be assembled on high-road~
or other places where they interrupt tbe commnnieatioll.
Generals of Division and commanders of detacbed corps send a starr
officer to the rendezvous, in advance, to receive the troops, who, 011
IIrriving, take their place in the order of ba-ttle, nnd form ill close column,
nnloss otherwise ordered. Artillery, or trains halted on the ronds, form
in file on one side.
The execution of marching orders must not be dela-yed. If the com
mander is not at tho heaa of his troops when they afe to march the next
in rank puts the column in motion.
If possible, each column ·is preceded by a detachment of sappers, to
remove obstacles to the march, aided, when necessary, by infantry, or tho
pcop1e of the co·mtry. The detachment is llividea into two secJ.ions: one
stopa to remove the first obstacle, the other. moves on to the. next.
In night mllrches, and lit bad places, and lit crossroflds, whon neccs
sary, intelligent non-~ommissioned officers are posted to show tho way.
and a-re relieved by the regiments as they cOllie up.
On tho march no one shall fire a gtll, or cry "hall" or "marc"" with
out orders.
Soilliers are not to stop for water; the cllnteens shQuld be filled before
starting.
It is better to ayoid villages; but, if the route lies through t,hem, officers
and non-commissioned officers are to be vigilant to prevent stmggling.
Halts should not take place at villages.
Besides the rcar guard, the Gtnernl somet:mes takes a detachment
from the last regiment, and adds to it nonoCommissioned officers from
each regiment, to examine villages and all hiding places on the route, to
bring up stragglers and seize marauders.
In night marches the Sergeant Major of each regiment remains at the
rear with a drummer, to give notice when darkness or difficulty stops the
mardI. In cavalry a trumpet is placcd in rear of each squadron, and tho
signAl fepeated to the head of the regiment.
The Geneml and field officer~ frequently stop, or Bend officers to the
rear, to see that the troops march in the prescribed order, and keep their
distances. To quicken the march the General wilms the Colonels, nn(l
may order a signal to be beat. It is repeat.ed in all the regiments.
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In approaching a defile tho Co:onel8 al'3 warned; they clo.~o t.heir regi
ments us they l"Ollle up; each regiment passes separately, at un accele
rated pace, and i'l as dose order us possible. The leading regiment
having passlld, and left room enough for the whole columu in close o~er,
then bults, and moves again os soon as tho last regiment is through. In
tho e!IYalry ench squadron, before quickening tbe pllce to rejoin tbe
column, lakes its original order of march.
\Vben the distance from tbe enomy permits, each regiment, after closing
up in front. and rear of tho defile, stacks arms.
Halts to rest and reform the troops arc frequent during the doy, de·
pending on the object and length of tho march. They arc made in pref.
erence aftcr the passage of defiles.
No honors arc paid by troops on tho march or at halts.
The sick marcb witb the wagons.
Led horses of officers, and the horses of dismounted men, follow their
regiment. The bagga.g e wagons never march in the column. 'Vhen
t!le G<:nernl orders thE' field tmin und ambulances to tuke pluce in the
column he designates tbe pOSition they shall take.
If two corps meet on tbe same road they pass to the right, and both
continue their murch, if tho road is wide euough; if it is not, tbe first in
the order of battle takes the road, the other baIts.
A corps in march must not be cut by another. If two corps meet at
crossroads, thut wbich arrives lust baits if the otber is in motion.
A corps in march passt'S 0. corps at a halt, if it has precedence in the
order of b"ttle, or if tbe ho.ltoo corps is not ready to move at once.
A column tbat balts to let another column pass resumes tlle march in
advance of tbe train of this column. If a column bas to pass a train,
tbe train must halt, if necessary, till the column passes. The column
which has precedence must yield it if the commander, on seeing the or
ders of the other, finds it for tho interest of tho service.
JOURNAL.
Co~m!\nding officers of troops marching through CI country little
known, will keep journals of their marches llC'!ording to the form and
directions hereto annexed. At the end of the march CI copy of the jour.
nal will be retained at the station whero tho troops arrive. and the origi
nal will be forwarded to the headquarters of the Department or corys
d'armte. Thence, after a copy has boon taken, it will be tmnsmitted,
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through the headquarters of the army, to the Adjutant General, for the
information of the\Var Department.
The object of the journal is to furnish dai a for maps, and information
which may serve for future operations. ~ery point of practical impor
tance should therofore be noted, even though not indicated in these
directions.
DIRECTIONS FOR KEEPING THE JOURNAL.

}

The joum,~1 should be kept in a pocket note-hook; or, if one cannot
he obtained, in a book made of sheets of paper folded to half the letter
size.
Tho record is to run from the bottom to the top of each page.
The horizontal divisions in the colwnn headed "Route " represent
portions of a. day's march. The distance, in miles, between euch of the
horizontal divisions, will be noted in the column headed "Distance,"
which will be summed up at the top of each column, ",nd the suru carried
to the bottom of the next column.
The notes wit.hin each horizontal division are to show the general
direction of the match, and every object of interest observed in its course.
All remarkable features of HIO country, therefore, such as hills, streams,
fords, springs, houses, villages, forests, marshes, &c., and the .plar.es of
encampment, will be sketched in their relative positions, as well as noted
by name.
The "Remarks" corresponding to each division will be upon the
s(lil, productions, quantity and quality of timber, grass, wator, fords,
nature of the roads, &0., and important inc.idents. They should show
where provisions, forage, fuel, and water can be obtained; whether the
streams to be crossed are for<Ja.ble, miry, have quicksands or steep
banks, and whether they overflow their banks in wet seasons; also the
qua.lity of the water; and, in brief, everything of practical importance.
When a detachment leaves tho main coIUli,m, the point on the" Route"
will be noted, and the reason given in the Remarks. The commander
of the detachment will be furnished with a copy of the journal up to that
point, and will continue it over his new line of march.
5
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FORM OF

Journal of the march of [here insert the names of the regiments or com
insert the point of departure] to [the stopping pince,] ]JuT~ualit
Date.

Hour.

Woother.

Di.stance.

Route.

Total,19.

1860.

3

July 8.

5a. m.
J p. m.

8

Hig7. timbcr<Cl Peak.
Camp No. 1.

10.

e.30.

e.

July 7.

4.30.

3
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JOURNAL.
panies composing the column,] commanded by - - - - - , from [here
to [here give the number and date of order for the mo.rch.]
Remarks.

Rond rocky; but little grass; good water. Plenty of timber on sum·
mit of hills, extending three miles; road to right of hills.

Good tihelter for camp at foot of peak; fuel plenty. Springs of sweet
watcr with good grass near. Road to t,his point rather more sandy.

Rond runs through a caiion i mile long, to right of a small stream;
marsh on left of stream; water sweet; grass exeellent. Halted to graze
two hours. No Indian signs.

Companies F, G, and I, 3d - - , detached at Mount P--, under
command of - - - - (see par. 3, General Orders No. --,) to take
road to - - .
A small creek, easily forded.

Road turns short to right at top of hill ailer crossing river; crossing
good, but 0. little boggy on the right bank. This bottom shows signs of
recent overflow, when it must have been impassable; banks iow; water
sweet; no wood near crossing; road hard and good up to river.
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JOURNALDate.

Hour.

Weather.

Dlotance.

Route.

Total,47.

1860.

Ii

V

d

July 9.

4.30 a. m.

~

4.30 p. m.

Furk in road.

3

CampN
6.

o.

Sprillgll:

EI
::i.

'"
:3
3 p. m.

.3

...

15

'"::
.9

- GratJe.
}.ft.

"

T.

r.l

1
-a

.,;
<>j

~

9.

Ii

gg Springs.

a
. ,'; I!:
,

July 8.

6. 30B. m.

~

0

<.;
r,;

'-i :...
~I/w

----19
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Continued.
Remarks.

At the point where the road forks, turn to the right.
road leads to a deep ravine, which cannot be crossed.

The left-hand

After the road striKes the ravine, it runs one mile along its banlts be
fore coming to the crossing pl8CEl. The camping ground is at springs.
half a mil? beyond the ravine. Old Indian signs at the springs.

Road less rocky; last three miles rather sandy; no water.
the pOint markedt an Indian grave.

Passed at

Road still rocky; good springs, where casks shonld be filled. No more
water for twenty miles after leaving springs. Occa.sional hills to left of
road; no wood or grass.
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POSTS.

Whenever a new post is established, or a camp, meant to be occupied
f,r some time, the commanding officer will forward to the Adjutant
General's office, as well !18 to the headquarters of the department, or
corps d'arm~e if in the field, an accumte description of its locality, of its
distance and bearings from the nearest known point, and the manner of
reaching it by mail, together with a sketch of the country in its imme
diate vicinity.
Military posts will be named by the Secretary of War.
BATTLES.

Dispositions for battle depend on the number, kind, and quality of the
troops opposed, on tho ground, and on the objects of the war; but the
following rules are to be observed generally:
In attacking, the advanced guard endeavors to capture the enemy's
outposts, or cut them off from the main body. Having dc;ne so, or
driven them in, it occupies, in advanCing, all the points that can cover
or facilitate the march of the army, or secure its retreat, such as
bridges, defiles, woods, a.nd heights; it then makes attacks, to occupy
the enemy, without risking too ulUch, and to deceive them as to the
lllarch and projects of the army.
When the enemy is hidden by a curtain of advanced troops, the com
mandant of the advanced guard sends scouts, under intelligent officers,
to the light and left, to ascertain his position and movements. If he
does not succeed in this way, he tries to unmask the enemy by demon
strations; threatens to cut the advance from the main body; makeM
false a.ttacks; partial and impetuous charges in echelon; and if all fail,
he makes a real attack to accomplish the object.
Detachments left by the advanced guard to hold points in the rear
rejoin it when other troops come up. If the army takes a position, and
the advanced guard is separated from it by defiles or heights, the com
munication is secured by troops drswn from the main body.
At proper dista.nce from the enemy, the troops are formed for the
attack in several lines; if only two can be formed, some battalions in
column arc placed behind the wings of the second line. The lines may
be formed of troops in column or in order of baltle, according to the
ground and plan of attack.
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The ad vanced guard may be put in the line or on the wings, or other
position, to aid the' pursuit or cover the retreat.
The reserve is formed of the best troops of foot and horae, to complete
a victory or make good a retreat. It is placed in tho rear of the centre,
or chief point of attack or defence.
Tho cavalry should be distributed in echelon on the wings and at the
centre, on fiJ.,Voruble ground.
It sbould be instructed not to take the gallop until witbin charging
distance; never to receive a charg'e at a ball" but to meet it, or, if not
strong enough, to reti.Te manoouvring; aUlI in order to be reaiIy for th"
pursuit, alld prepared against a reverse, or the o.tto.cks of the reserve,
not to engage all its squadrons at once, but to reserve one-third, iu
colullln or in echelon, abreast of or in tbe rellr of ono of the wings; thi~
arrangement is better tho.n 0. second line with intervals.
In the attack, the artillery is employed to silence the ba.tteries that
protect the position. In the defence, it is better to direct it·s fire on the
advancing troops. In eitber case, 8S many pieces are united as possi
ble, the fire of artillery being formidable in proportion to its concentm·
tion.
In batt.les and military operations it is better to assumo tbe offensive,
and put the enemy on tbe defensive; but to be so.fe in doing so require.,;
u larger Jorce than the enemy, or better troops, Ilud favorab'.e grolflld.
When obliged to act on the defensive, the u,dvantage of position and ot'
making tlJe attack may sometimes be secured by Jorming in rear 0.£ tbe
ground Oil whicb we are to .fight, and advo.ncing at the moment ot'
action. In mountain warfare, the assailant has alwo.ys the disadvan
tage; and eyen in offensive warfare in the open field, it may frequently
be very important, when the artillery is well posted, o.nd any advantage
of grounJ may be secured, to !I\Y!~it the enemy and compel him to
attack.
The attach should be mMe witb a superior force on the decisive point
of the enemy's position, by masking this by Ji1lso attacks and demon
strations on other points, and by concealing the troops intended for it
by the ground, or by other troops in their front.
Besides the I1rra~gements wbich depend on tbe supposed plo.n of the
enemy, the wings must be protected by tbe ground, or supported by
troops in echelon; if the attack of the enemy is repulsed, the oft'ensive
must at once be taken, to inspire the troops, to disconcert the enemy,
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and often to decide the action. In thus taking the offensive, a c1os!!
column should be pushed rapidly on the wing or flank of the enemy.
The divisions of this column form in line of battle successively, and
each division moves to the front as soon 68 formed, in order, by a rapid
attack in echelon, to prevent the enemy from changing front or bringing
up his reserves. In all arrangements, especially in those for attack, it
is most important to conceal the design until the moment of exeeution,
and then to execute it with the greatest rapidity. The night, therefore,
is preferred 1'01' the movement ef troops on tho flank or rear of the
enemy, otherwise it is necessury to mask their march by a grund move
ment in front, or by taking a wide circuit.
In making an I1ttaek, the communications to the rea·r and for retreat
Dlust be secured, and the General must give beforehand ull necessary
orders to provide for that event.
.
When a snccess is gained, tho light troops should pursue the enemy
promptly and rapidly. The other troops will restore order in their
columns, then advance from position to position, always prepared for
an attack or to support the troops engaged.
Beforo the action, the Generols indicate the places where they will
be; if they change position, they give notice of it, or leave a. staff officer
to show where they have gone.
During the fight the officers and non-commissioned officers keep tbe
men in the ronks; and enforce obedience if necessary. Soldiers must
not be permitted to leave the ranks to strip or rob the dead, nor even
to assist the wounded unless by express permission, which is ouly to be
given after the action is decided. The highest interest and most press
ing duty is to win the victory, by winning which only can a proper
care of the wounded be insured.
Before the action, the Quartermaster of tho division makes all the
necessary arrangements for the transportation of the wounded. He
establishes the alJlbulance depqts in the rcur, and gives his ussistants'
the necessary instructions tor the service of the ambnlance wugons and
other means of removing the wounded.
The ambull1nce depot, to which the ,,,ounded are carried or directed
for immediate treatment, is generally established at the most convenient
building nearest the field of battle. A red flag marks its place, or t.he
way to it, to the conductors of the ambulances I1nd to the wounded who
call waik.
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The active ambulances follow the troops engaged to succor the
wounded and remove them to the depots; for this purpose the con
ductors should always have the )lecessary assistants, that the soldiers
may have no excuse to leave the ranlts for that object.
The mE-dical director of the division, after consultation with the
Quartermaster General, distributes the medical officers and hospital at
tendants at his disposal, to tho depots and active ambulances. He will
send officers and attendants, when practicable, to the active ambu
lances, to relieve the wounded who require treatment before being
removed from the ground. He will see tl\(~t the depots amI ambulances
are provided with the necessary apparatus, medicines, amI stores. He
will take post and render his professional services at the principal
depot.
If the enemy endanger the depot, the Quartermaster ta.kes the order~
of the General to remove it or to strengthen its guard.
The wounded in the depots and the sick are removed, as soon as pos
sible, to the hospitals that have been established by the Quartermaster
General of the army on the flanks or rear of the army.
After an action, the officers of ordnance collect the munitions of war
left on the field. and make a return of them to the General. The QuaI
master's Department collects the rest of the public propert.y captured,
and makes the returns to headquarters.
'Written reports for the General commanding. in-chief are made by
commandants of regiments, batteries, and separate squadrons, and by
all commanders of a higher grade, each in what concerns his own com
mand, and to his immediate commander.
'When an officer or soldier deserves mention for conduct in action, a
spccial report shall be made in his case, and the General commanding
/ in-eheif decides whether to mention him in his report to tho governmcnt
and in his orders. But he shall not be mcntioned in the report until ho
has bccn mentioned in the orders to the a-rmy. These special reports are
examined with care by the intermediate commanders, to verify tho facts,
and seeuro commendation and rewards to the meritorious only.
Tho report of battles, which must frequently be made before these
special reports of persons are scrutinized, is confined to general praise or
blame, and on account of the operatious.
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PRISONERS OF WAR.

Prisoners of war will be disarmed and sent to the rear, and reported,
as soon as practicable, to the headquarters. The return of prisoners
from the headqua.rters of the army to the War Departmellt will specify
the number, rank, and corps.
The private property of prisoners will be duly respested, and each
shall be t.reated with the regard due to his rank. They are to obey the
necessary orders given them. They receive for subsistence one ration
each, without regard to mnk; and the wounded are to be treated wit.h
the same care as the wounded of tho army. Other allowances to them
will depend on conventions with the enemy. Prisoners' horses will be
taken for the army.
Exchanges of prisoners and release of officers on parole depend on the
orders of the General commanding-in-chief, under the instructions of
government.
CONVOYS AND THEIR ESCORTS.

The strength and composition of the escort of a convoy depend on the
country, the natme and value of the convoy, nnd tho dangers it may
incur. A larger escort is required for a convoy of powder, that the de
fenee may not be ncar the train.
Cavalry is employed in escorts chiefly to reconnoitre; the proportion
is la.r ger as the country is more open.
Pioneers 01' working parties are attached to convoys to mend roads,
remove obstacles, and erect defences. The convoys should always be
provided with spare wheels, poles, axles, &c.
The comumnd[l,nt of tho escort should receive detailed instructions in
writing.
AI; far as the defence permits, the commander of the escort shall refer
to the officer in charge of tbe convoy for t.he hours of de.pa.rtme, the halts,
tho parking and order of the train, and the precautionR against accidents.
Officers who accompany the convoy, but do not belong to the ~scort,
shaH exercise no authority in it except by consent of the commander
If these officers arc junior to tho commander, he may assign thorn to duty
if the defence requires it.
Large convoys arc formed into divisions, each with a conductor. The
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distance between the wagons is four paces. A small party of infantry
is attached to each'division,
Generally munitions of war are at the head of the convoy, subsistence
next, and theu other military stores; the sutler last. But always that
part of the convoy which is most important to the army shall be where
it is most secure from danger.
The commandant should send out reconnoitring pa.rties, and never put
the convoy in motion until their reports have been received. He always
lorms an adva.nce and rear guard, and keeps the main body under his
immedinte order at the most important point, with small guards 01' posts
at other points.
In an open country the main body marches by the side of the road,
opposite the centre of the convoy; in other cases at the head 01' rear of
the column, as the one or tho other is more exposed.
The advance guard precedes the convoy fnr enough to remove all ob
Rtacles to its advance. It examines the woods, defiles, and villages, and
by mounted men gives information to the commander, and receives his
orders. It reconnoitres plnces for halts and pnrks.
If the head of the column is threatened, the advanced guard seizes the
defiles and places which the enemy might occupy, and holds them until
the maiu body advances to the front and relieves it; the main body holds
the positions until the head of the convoy arrives, and then lenves d(l
tachments which are relieved by the parties marching with the divisions;
the posts arc not a·bandoned until the whole convoy has passed, and the
position is no longer important.
When the rear is threatened, like measures nre taken; the rear guard
detEmds the ground and retards the enemy by breaking the bridges and
blocking tho road.
If the flanks are threatened, and the gronnd is broken, nnd many de
files are to be passed, the defence of the convoy becomes more difficult;
tho advance and rear guards must be reduced, the flanks strengthened,
and positions which will covor the march of the convoy must be occupied
by the main body of t.he t.roops before the head of tho convoy reaci:.os
them, and until it has passed.
If tho convoy is large, and has to pass places that the force and posi
tion of the enemy make dangorous, the loss of the whole convoy must
not be risked; it must pass by divisions, which reunite after tho passage.
In this easo the greater part of the troops guard the first division; thoy
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seize the important points, and cover them wit.h light troops, or, if neces·
sary, with sm'all posts, and hold them until all the divisions have Pllssed.
If t.here is artillery in the convoy, the commllnder of the escort uses it
for the defence.
To move faster and make the defence easier, the wllgons move in
double file whenever the road allows it. If a wagon breaks, it is lit once
removed from the road; when repaired, it takes the rear; when 'it cannot
be repaired, its load lind horses are distributed to some of the other
wagons kept in the rear for that purpose.
Convoys by water aro escorted on the same pnnciples. Each boat
has a small infantry guard; one portion of the escort precedes or follows
the convoy in boats. The cavlliry lllarch opposite the convoy; the ad
vance and rear guard move by land, and all are connected by flankers
with the convoy. Where II river runs through a narrow valley, the body
of the infantry moves by IlInd to ' pre~ent the enemy from occupying
the heights and disturbing the convoy.
Convoys halt every hour to let the horses take breath and the wagons
close up. Long halts are made b~t seldom, and only in places that
have been reconnoitred and found favorable for defence. At night the
park is arranged for defence, and in preference at a distance from inhab
ited places, if in an enemy's country.
The wagons are usually parked in ranks, axle against axle, the poles
in the same direction, and with sufficient space between the ranks for
the horses. If an attack is feared, they arc parked in square, the hind
wheels outside and the horses inside.
On the appearance of the enemy during the march, the commander
closes up the wagons and continues his march in order; ho avoids fight
ing; but if the enemy seizes a position that commands his road, he
attacks vigorously with the mass of his force, but is not to continuo the
pursuit far from the convoy. The convoy halts, and resumes the p1arch
w hen the pesition is carried.
When the enemy is too strong to be attacked, the convoy is parked in
square if there is room; if not, closed up in double file; at the front and
rear the road is blocked by wagons across it. The drivers arc dismounted
Ilt the heads of the horses. They are not permitted to make their escape.
The light troops keep the enemy at a distance as long as possible, and
are ~upported when necessary, but prudently, as the troops mnst bo kept
in hand to resist the main attack.
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If a wagon takes fire in the park, remove it if possible; if not, remove,
first, the ammunition wagons, then those to leeward of the fire.
, When 0. whole convoy cannot be saved, the most valuable part may
sometimes be by abandoning the rest. If all efforts fail, and there is no
hope of succor, the convoy must be set on fire, and the horses killed that
cannot be saved; the escort may then cut its way through.
If the convoy is of prisoners of war, every effort should be made to
rco.ch a village or strong building where they may be confined; if forced
to fight in the field, the prisoners must be secured and made to lie down
until the action is over.
BAGGAGE TRAINS.

i

The baggage train of general headquarters and the trains of the several
divisions are each under the charge of an officer of the Quartennaster's
Department. These officers command and conduct the ~ruiDS under the
orders they receive from their respective headquarters. W!len !,he lruins
of different divisions march together, or the train of a division marches
with the train of general headquarters, the senior Quartermastor directs
the whole.
The Regimental Quartermaster has charge of the wagons, horses,
equipments, and all means of transport employed in the service of the
regiment. Under the orders of the Colonel, he assenibles them for the
march, and maintains the order and police of the tmin in park and on
the march. On marches, the regimental trains are under the orders of
the Quartermaster of the division. When the march is by brigade, the
senior Regimental Quartormaster in the brigade, or the Quartermaster of
the brigade, has the direction of the whole. The necessary wagon·
masters, or non-commissioned officers to act as such, are employed with
the several trains.
None but the authorized wagons are allowed to march with the train.
The wagons of the several headquarters, the regimental wagons, and the
wagons of sutlers, authorized by orders from headquarters to march with
the train, are all to be 'Conspicuously marked.
When the train of headquarters is to have a guard, the stlength of the
guard is regulated by t,he General. Generals of Brigade guard their
trains by the men attached to the train of the first regiment of their
brigades. The regimental trains are loaded, unloaded, and guarded, as
far as practicable, by convalescents and men not effective in the mnks;
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in the cavalry, by dismounted men. When the guard of a train is the
escort for its defence, the regulations in regard to convoys and escorts
take effect.
Habitually each division is followed by its train, the regimental trains
uniting at the brigade rendezvous. When otherwise, the order for the
movement of the divisions, bIigades, and regiments contains the neces
sary directions in regard to the assembling and marching of the respective
trains. The several trains march in an order analogous to tho rank of
the generals, and the order of battle of the troops to which they belong.
Trnins are not allowed in any case to be in the midst of the troops, or to
impede the march of the troops.
The wagon-masters, under the orders of the officers of the Qua,rter
master's Department, exercise the necessary restraints over the teamsters
and servants who leave their teams, or do not properly conduct them;
or who ill treat their horses, or who attempt to pillage or run away in
case of attack.
The General commanding the army and the Generals of Division will
not permit any general or sta,i f officer, or regiment under their orders, or
any person whatsoever, attached to their command, to have more than
the authorized amount or means of transportation, For this purpose
they will themselves make, and cause to be made, frequent reviews and
inspections of the trains. They will see that no trooper is employed to
lead a private horse, no soldier to drive a private vehicle, and that no
trooper is put on foot to lend his horse to an officer. They will not per
mit the wagons of the artillery or of the train to be loaded with anything
foreign to their proper service, nOT any public horse, for any occasion, to
he harnessed to a private caniage,
The officers of the Quartermaster's Department, the wagon-masters,
and all conductors of trains, are charged wi th watching that the regula
tions respecting transportation allowances are strictly observed.
GENERAL POLICE.

When necessary, the General-in-chief or General of Division may ap
point a provost marshal to take charge of prisoners, with a suitable
guard, or other police force.
Private servants, not soldiers, will not be allowed to wear the uniform
of any corps of the army, but each will be required to carry with him a
~rtificate from the officer who employs him, verified, for regimental
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otficers, by the signllture of the Colonel; for other officers nnder the rank
of Colonel, by the chief of their corps or depllrtment.
Laundresses permitted to follow the army will be furnished with cer·
tificates, signed as in the preceding parngraph, und no woman of bad
character will be allowed to follow the n.rmy. Other persons with the
army, not officers or soldiers, such as guides of the country, interpreters,
&c., will carry about them similar certificates from the headqUllrters that
employs them.
Deserters from the enemy, after being examined, will be secured for
for some days, liS they may be spies in disgnise; as opportunities offer,
they will be sent to the rear; after whlch. if they are found lurking about
the army, or attempting to return to the enemy they will be treated with
severity.
The arms and accoutrements of deserters will be turned over to the
Ordnance Department, and their horses to the corps in wlI·nt of t.hem,
after being branded with the letters "U. S." The compensation to be
accorded to deserters, for such objects, will be according to appraise·
ment, made under the direction of the Quartennaster's Department. The
enlistment of deserters, without e.\press permission from general head·
quarters, is prohibited.
l! is forbidden to purchase horses without ascertaining the right of the
party to sell. Stolen horses shall be restored. Estrays, in the enemy's
country. when the owner is not discovered, are taken for the army.
Plundering and maruading, at all times disgraceful to soldiers, when
committed on the persons or property of those whom it is the duty of the
army to protect, become crimes of such enormity as to admit of no remis.
sion of the awful punishment which the military law awards against
offences of this nature.
SArEGUARDS.

Safeguards are protections gr!lnted tQ persons or property in foreign
parts by the commanding general or by other commanders within the
limits of their command.
Safeguards are usually given to protect hospitals, public establishments,
establishments of religion, cpo.rity, or instruction, musenms, depositories
of the arts, mills, post offices, and other institutions of public benefit;
81'10 to individuals whom it may he the interest of tho army to respect.
A safeguard may consist of one or more men of fidelity and firmness,
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generally non-effective non-commissioned officers, furnished with a paper
setting out clearly the protection and exemptions it is intended to secure,
signed by the commander giving it and his staff officer; or it may consist
of such paper, delivered to. the party whose person, fumily, house, and
property it is designed to protect. These sufeguards must be numbered
and registered.
The men left as safeguards by one corps may be replaced by another.
They are withdrawn when the country is evacuated; but if not, they
have orders to await the arrival of the enemy's troops, and apply to the
commander for a safe conduct tl) the outposts.
Form of a safeguard:
By authority of - - - - - - ,
A safeguard is hereby granted to [A. B - , or the house and family
of A. B---, or to the college, mills, or property; stating precisely t,he
place, nature, and description of the person, property, or buildings.]
All officers and soldiers belonging to the army of the United States are
therefore commanded to respect this safeguard, and to afford, if neces
sary, protection to [the person, family, or property of - - - - - - , as
the case may be.]
Given at headquarters the - day of - - - .
A. B---, Major General Commanding-in-Chief
By colJlmand of the General.
C. D - - , Adjutant ·General.
55th Article of tile Rules and Articles of War .
"Whosoever belonging to the Ilrmies of the United States, employed
in foreign parts, shall force a safeguard, shall suffer dellth."
SIEGES.

In the following regulations the besieging force is supposed to be t,wo
divisions of inJillltry and a brigade of cavalry. The Rilllle principles
govern in other cases.
The Brigadier Generals of infantry serve, in turn, as Generals of the
trenches; one or Illore of them aro detailed daily, according to the front
and number of attacks; they superintend the operations, and disposo the
guards of I.he trenches to repulse sorties and protect the works. Officers
of tho general slaff are assigned to them to transmit their orders and
attend to the details of service.
The Colonels and Lieutenant Colonels of infantry alternate for duty in
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the trenches; one or more are detailed daily; they superintend the service
of the guards and workmen in the part of the work to which thc General
of the trenches assigns them, being posted with troops of their own regi.
ments in preference. Tho commandant of the siege may place the Col
onels on the roster with the Briga{}ier Generals.
Tho commandants of engineers and artillery accompany the first troops
before the place to examine the works and the approaches. 'Vhon tho
engineers have completed the reconnoissance of the works, and of each
front as far as practicable, the commandant of engineers makes a plan
of tho works as exact and detailed as possible, and, under the instructions
of the General commanding the ,siege, draws up tho general plan of ihe
siege, and discus~es it with the commandant of artillery in regard to the
best employment of that arm. These officers then submit their joint or
separate opinions to the General, who decides on the plan of the siege,
und gives the orders for the execution. The commandant of engineers
directs the construction of all the works of siege, under t,ho authOl'ity of
the General, and lays before him every day a report of his operations,
and a plan showing the progress of the attack. Tho commandant of
artillery also makes daily reports to the Genera.!. of all that relates to his
branch of the sonice.
The Quartermaster General establishes the hospitals and organizes the
meanS for transporting tho wounded to them.
The commanding General appoints a field officer of the trenches, wilo
is aided by one or two Captains or Lieutenants.
The field officer of the trenches is charged with all the details relative
to tho assembling of the guards and tho workmen. He distributes the
guards on the different points of the attack agreeably to the orders of the
General of the trenches, and forms the detachments of workmen for the
engineers and artillery. That he may be prepared for this distribution,
he receives every day from the Adjutant General a statement of the details
for the next day.
On the anival of the General of the trenchos the field officer of the
trenches gives him nil the information necessary to enable him to station
the troops, attends him in his visit to Ihe trenches, and takes his orders
on tho changes to be made in the position of tho troops. 'The execution
is intrusted to the commandants of the troops.
The field officer of the trenches sccs that men and litters are always
ready to bl'ing off the wounded. One or more co~palliesof the gU!ll'l.ls
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of the trenclles are put nnder his immediate orders for the preservation
of order and police in the trenches.
The divisions, brigades, regiments, and battalions are encamped during
the siege in the order of battle. The service of camp is conducted as
)lCretofore prescribed.
The int~ntry has two kinds of siege service-the guard of the trenches
a.nd the work of the trenches.
The guards of the trenches mount every day by battalions, in such
order of detail that all the troops may take an equal share, and no part
of the line be left too wcalt. If only one battalion is required, each divi
sion furnishes it a1t~rnately; if two are required, each division gives one;
if three, one division furnishes two, the other one, alternately. The two
battalions of the same division are not taken from the same brigade.
The dctail for work of the trenches i5_by company, from all the regi
ments at one time, or in turn, and continues generally twelve hours.
The detail from any regiment should never be less tban a company. If
only half a company would be needed from ·all the regiments at 0. time,
every oiher regiment furnishes a full company alternately.
The battalions for guard are detailed at least twelve hours in advance;
they furnish no other details during this tom. If the whole regiment is
called out, it leaves 0. sufficient police gnar,l in camp.
Twenty-four hours, or twelve at least, before mounting guard in the
trenches, the battalions detailed for guard do not furnish workmen;
and the companies of those battalions whose tour it would have been to
work in the trenches, do not go there for twenty-four hours after guard,
if possible, or at the least twelve.
The workmen who are l'Cquired for other work than that of the trenches
are taken from t,he roster for fatigue from the battalions and companies
not employed in the trenehes.
The bpttalions first for detail for glUud of I,he trenches, and the com
panies first for detail for work in t.he trenches, furnish no other details,
and are held on picket, ready to march at the call of the field officer of
the trcnohes.
Materials for the siege, such as facines, gabions, hurdles, pickets, &c.,
.ue furnished by the different corps, in the proportion ordered by the
Geneml.
Guards o.n~ workmen going to the trenches march without beat of
drum or music.
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At all times, imd especially on the day the trenches are opened, every
thing is avoidcd likely to attract the attention of the enemy. With thill
yiew, the General may vary the hour of reiieving guards.
The chiefs of engineers and artillery make requisitions for workmen in
advance, that the details may be made in time to prevent any delay iu
the work. They should exceed the number strictly required, that thero
may be a rcserve for unforeseen wants. If tbis reserve is found insuffi
cient., the General directs the field officer of the trenches to call on the
picket.
Before the guards Rnd workmen march, the field officer of tho trenches
arranges them so that each detachment can reach its ground wit.hout
confusion. The troops are posted in the trenches according to the posi
tion of their regiments in the order of bat.tle, and, as far as possible, the
companies of workmen in like order. The reserves ' of workmen arc
placed at the depot of the trenches, or the neares t suitable place to the
works.
The workmen leave their knapsacks and swords in camp, and march
with their fire-anns and cartridge-boxes, which they place near them
while at work. They always carry their overcoats, to cover them in
resting or wnen wounded.
The guards always enter the trenches with arms trailed, and the work
men also, unless they catTy materials or tools, w hen the arms are in the
sling.
The g~arc1s and detacluuents of workmen send a Corporal to the open
ings of the trenches to guide the relief. They march out of tlie trenches
by the fl ank, with trailed arms.
Sand-bags, forming loop-holes, are placed at intervals on the parapet
to cover the sentinels; they are more numerous than the sentinels, so
that the enemy may not know where the sentinels are placed.
Whcn detachments are placed at night in advance of the trenches,
to cover the workmen, the men sit or lie down, with their fircarms in
their hands, to hide themselves better from the enemy; the sentinels put
their ears to the ground frequently, tha.t they may hear troops coming
out of the place. To prevent mistakes, the workmen are told what troops
cover them.
No honors are paid in the trenches. Wnen the· General commanding
the siege visits them, the guards place themselves in rear of the bau
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quette, and rest on their arms. The colors are never cnrried to the
trenches unless the whole regiment marches to repulse a sorlie or make
an assault. Even in this case they are not displayed until the Gelleral
commanding the siege gives a formal ordar.
The materials of the siege of all kinds, together with the tools, are
collected in part at the depots .of the trenches, and in part at the open·
ings of the trenches, or in such other place as has been appointed for
the convenience of tho service by the field officer of the trenches, on the
advice of the chiefs of artillery and engineers. They fire in chllrge of
officers of engineers and of artillery. with guards or non-comU1issioned
officers of both corps. nnt if these corps cannot fnrnish them, the ehief~
apply for assist.anco from the infantry.
The workmen, in going to the trenches. carry such tools and materials
lIS are required by t.he artillery and engineers.
In t.his case, the field
officer of the trenches has notice and superintends it.
The soldiers sent to the trenches go with their cartridge-boxes filled.
Cartridges, when needed, are sent to the trenches on the requisition of
commanucrs of battalions, approved by the General of the trenches.
In the case of a sortie, the guards move rapiuly to the places ihat have
been designated by the General of the trenches, and which afford the
best defence for the heau of the works, the batteries, the communications,
or the flanks, or best enable them to take the sortie itself in flank or
reverse. Having lined t.he banquette to fire on the enemy, tho troops
form on the reverse of the trench to receive him. The workmen take
arnlS, reta in their positions, or retire with their tools, as ordered. Tht·
officers commanding t.he detachments of workmcn sec thnt their move
ments are made promptly and in good order, so lIS to avoid all cOIL."usion
in the communications.
The troops that advance beyond the trenches to repulse the sortie
must not follow in pursuit. The General takes care that they return to
the trenches be16re the retreat of the sortie allows the artillcry of the
place to open on them. \Vhen the workmen return, the officers and
non-commissioned officers of the detachments call the roll withont inter
rupting the work, which is immediately resumed.
When it is necessary to dismo~nt cavalry and send them to the
trenches, they should be employed lIS neaf their camp as possible, and
posted between the detaehment.s of infantry.
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Men belonging to the cavalry may, in assaults, be employed in carry
ina:r fasc,ines and otber materials to £JI ditcbes and make passages
The general officers of cavalry are more particularly employed in the
service of posts and detachments placed in observation to protect the
siege. They and the £eld officers of tbis arm are employed in the com
mand of escorts to convoys, of whatever anns tbe escorts may be com
posed. 'Vhen tbese duties are not sufficient to employ them, they take
their share of the duty of the trenebes.
The officers of engineers and artillery of tbe trencbes make to tbe
General of t,he trenches a return of all losses in their troops, and such
other reports on the work as he requires, in addition to the reports direct.
to their respective chiefs on the details of the service.
, At tbe end of each tour, tbe £eld officer of the trenches drawg np a
rel?ort for the twenty-four bours to tbe General of the trenches. The
General of the trenches reports to tbe General commanding tbe siege.
The commanders of the several corps in tbe trenches report, wbcn re
li(>ved, to their respective headquarters the losses during the tour, and
the c,onduct of tbe officers and men.
However practicable tbe breacb may appear, or bowever ruined the
works in rear of it, the beads of columns must always be supplied witb
ladders to get over unexpected obstacles.
Tbe General commanding tbe siege designates picked companies to
protect property and persons, and prevent pillage and violence, from tbe
moment tbo place is carried. The officers exert tbemselves to restrain
tbe men.
Tbe General designates tbe places requiring particular protection, such
as cburches, asylums, hospit,als, colleges, schools, and magazines. The
order for their protection sbould remind the soldiers, at tbc time, of tbe
penalty of disobeying it.
Whetber tbe place be taken by assault or by capitulation, tbe pro
visions and military stores, and the public funds, arc reserved for the use
of the anny.
The commander of engineers will keep a journal of the siege, showing
the operations of each day in detail, the force employed on tbo work, thE '
kind and quantity of materi~s used in them, &c. He will also mark
on a plan of tbe ground tbe daily progress of the works, and make tbn
necessary drawings explanatory of tbeir construction.
The commander of tbe artillery will keep a. daily journal of tbe op~ra
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iions under his direction, showing-the number and kind of pieces in
battery, the force employed in serving them, the kind and quantity of
ammunition expendcd, the number of rounds fired from cach piece of
ordnance, the effect of the fire, and all other particulars relative to his
branch of the service.
These journals and drawings will be sent, aftcr the siege, with the
report of the General, to the War Department.

•

DEFENCE OF FORTIFIED PLACES.

In war cvery commander of 0. fortified place shall always hold himself
preparcd with his plan of defence, o.s if at any time liable to atto.ck. He
arranges this plan according to the probable mode of atto.ck ; determines
the posts of the troops in the several parts of the works, the reliefs, thc
reserves, and the details of service in all the corps. He draws up in
structions for 0. case of atto.ck, 'and exercises the garrison o.ccording to
his plan of defence. In sea-coo.st works he provides the instructions for
the different batteries on the approo.ch of ships.
In framing his plan he studies the works and the exterior within the
radius of attack and investment, tbe strength of the garrison, tbe artil
lery, the munitions of war, subsistence and supplies of all kinds, and
takes immediate measures to procure whatever is deficient of troops or
supplies, either by requisition on the government or from the means put
at his disposal.
On the approach of an enemy be removes all houses and other objects,
within or without the place, that cover the approaches, or interrupt the
fire of the guns or tbe movements of the troops. He assures himself
personally that all posterns, outlets, embrasures, &c., are in proper state
of security_
He shall be furnished by the Department of War with 0. plan of the
works, showing all the details of the fortifications and of tbe extericr
within the radius of atto.ckj with a map of the environs within the radius
of investment j with a map of the vicinity, including tbe neighboring
works, roads, water-channels, coasts, &c. j with a memoir explaining the
situation and defence of the place, and the relations and bearings of the
several works on eo.ch other, and on the approaches by land and water j
all which he curefully preserves, and communicates only to the council
of defence.
He consults his next in rank, and the senior officer of the engineers
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and of the artillery, either separately or as a council of defence. In the
latter case he designates au officer to act as secretary to tho council, and
to record their proceedings and their joint or separate opinions which are
to be kept secret during the siege. The members may record their
opinions under their own signature. In oJl cases the commander decides
on his own responsibility.
The commander of the l?lace, and the chiefs of engineers and of artil
lery, shall keep journals of the defence, in which shall be entered, in
order of date, without blank or interlineation, the orders given or received,
the manner in which they are executed, their resn]t,s, and every event
and circumstance of importance in the progress of the defence. These
journals and the proceedings of the council of defence shall be sent o,fter
the siege to the Department of War.
There shall be kept in the office of the commandant of the place, to be
sent after the siege to the Department of War, a map of the environs, a
plan of the fortifications, and a special plan of the front of attack, on
whlch the chlef engineer will trace, ill succession, the positions occupied,
and the works executed by the enemy from the investment; and also the
works of counter approach or defence, and the successive positions of the
artillery and other troops of the gaITison during the progress of the siege.
The commander shall defend in succession the advllnced works, the
covered way a.nd outworl,s, the body of the work, and the interior ill
trenchments. He will not be content with clearing away the foot of the
brellches, and defending them by aba.ttis, mines, and all the D;leaus nsed
in sieges; but he shall begin in good time, behind the bastions or frout
of atto.ck, tho necessary intrenchments to resist assaults on the main
work .
. Be shall use his meaus of defence in such manner as always to have tL
reserve of fresh troops, chosen from hls best soldiers, to resist assaults,
retal,e the outworks, and especially to resist the assaults on the body of
tho pla.ce; and a reserve of provisions for the last period of the siege, and
of ammunition for the last atta.eks.
He must, in every case, compel the besieging force to approach by the
slow and successive works of siege, nudlillust sustain at leust one nssau!t
on a practicable brca.ch in the body of the place.
'Vhen the communder thinks that the end of the defence hns come he
shull still consult the council of defence on the means that may rellluin
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to prolong the siege. But in all cases he alone will decide on the time,
manner, lind· terms of the surrender. In the capitulation he shall not
s"-ek or accept better terms for himself than for the garrison, but shall
she<fe their fate, lind exert his best endeavors for the care of the troops,
and especially of the sick and wounded.
No comma.uder in the field shall withdraw troops or supplies from any
fortified place, or exercise any authority oyer its commandant, unless i!
ha.'l beer. put subject to his orders by competent autholity.

