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V HEN General Sherman, after the capture of Fort MeAllister, passed

down the Ogeechee into Ossibaw Sound, and to the flag-ship of Ad-
miral Dahlgren, he found two communications waiting him from Lieutenant

General Grant. When these were written Sherman was still marching

through Georgia, and had not “ struck bottom.” But they express no fear

as to the ultimate success of the extraordinary campaign which Sherman
had undertaken. The second of these communications, of date December
6th, indicated Grant's intention to transport Sherman’s army, after it had
established a base on the coast, to the James River, to co-operate in the cam-
paign against Lee.!
Sherman, although his original plan had contemplated a continuation of
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his march through the" Carolinas to Virginia,? immediately set out to obey

General Grant’s instructions. In the delay incident to the transportation

of his army he determined to capture Savannah. As we have seen, he ac-

! The following are copies of both these letters. The first, from City Point, Virginia, Decem-
ber 8, reads thus:

e little information gleaned from the Southern press indicating no great obstacle to your
progress, I have divected your mails, which previonsly had been collected in Baltimore by Colonel
Markland, special agent of the Post-office Department, to he sent as far as the blockading squadron
off Savannah, to be forwarded to you as soon as heard from on the coast. Not liking to rejoice
before the vietory is assured, I abstain from congratulating yon and those under your command
antil bottom has been struck. I have never had a fear, however, as to the result,

¢ Since you left Atlanta no great progress has been made here. The enemy has been closely watch-
ed, though, and prevented from detaching against you. I think not one man has gone from here
except some 1200 or 1500 dismounted cavalry. Bragg has gone from Wilmington. I am trying
to take advantage of his absence to get possession of that place. Owing to some preparations Ad-
miral Porter and General Butler are making to blow up Fort Fisher, and which, while T hope for
the best, do not believe a particle in, there is a delay in getting this expedition off. T hope they
will be ready to start by the Tth, and that Bragg will not have started back by that time. :

“Tn this letter 1 do not intend to give you any thing like directions for future action, but will
state o general idea 1 have, and will get your views after you have established yourself on the sea-
coast. With your veteran army I hope to get control of the ﬂ}ﬂ_‘" two t.hroug_h routes, from east to
west, possessed by the enemy, before the fall of Atlanta. This condition will be filled by holding
Savannah and Augusta, or by holding any other post to the east of Savannah and Branchville, If
Wilmington falls, a force from there can co-operate with you. ;

““Thomas has got back into the defenses of Nashyille, with Hood cl_usc upon him. Decatur has
been abandoned, and so have all the roads, except the main one .le:nlmg to Chattanooga. I hope
Hood will be badly erippled or destroyed. After all becomes quiet, and lh(? roads up here are so
bad that there is likely to be a week or two that nothing can be done, I will run down the coast
and see you.”

On the 6th he writes again :

“On reflection, since sending my letter by Lientenant Dunn, I have concluded that the most
important operation toward closing out the rebellion will be to close out Lee and his army. ‘n_nu
have now destroved the roads of the South so that it will probably take them nmm]xs.' without in-
terruption, to establish a through line from east to west. In that time, I think, [llul.l}‘h here will
be effectually completed. My idea now is, that you establish a base on the coast, fortify, and leave
in it all your artillery and cavalry, and enough infantry to' protect them, and, at lhc__ same time, so
threaten the interior that the militia of the South will have to he kept at home. With the balance
of your command, come here with all dispateh.  Select yourself the officer to leave in command,
but you T want in person, Unless you see objections to this plan which'I can not see, use every
vessel going to you for the purpose of transportation.” o .

# In reply to Grant’s communications of the 3d and 6th, Sherman nuvulunlul.l.\' remfn'ks_ that \\\-nh
his army he ** had expected, after reducing Savannah, instantly to march to Columbia, South Car-
oling, thence to Raleigh,” ete. ; 5

On the 18th he again writes to Grant, as a sort of postcript to 2 letter dealing with other mat-
ters: * I do sincerely believe that the whole United States, North and Sonth, would rejoice to have
this armv turned loose on South Carolina, to devastate that state in the manier we _1::3\‘0,“(10"0 in
Georgia, and it would have a direct and immediate bearing on your campaigh in Virginia. .

Again, on the 22d, at the close of his letter announcing the capture of .\:w:x}nmh. 11«:- says : I
have now campleted my first step, and should like to go on to you via Columbia and Raleigh, but
will prepare to embark as soon as vessels come, Colonel Babcock will have told you all, and you
know better than any body else how much better troops arrive by a land m:1.r(-h ﬂnfm \‘-'hc]l carried
by transports. . . . *. The capture of Savannah, with the incidental use of the rivers, gives us 4
magnificent position in this quarter, and if you can hold Lee, and if Thomas can mmnu!c a8 Imt
did on the 18th, T could go on and smash South Carolina all to |nnce-‘,Anml also break up roads as
far as the Roanoke. But, as I before remarked, I will now look to coming to you as soon as trans-
ports are ready.”
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complished that object on the 21st.
to the lieutenant general.

In the mean time General Sherman had heard of Hood’s defeat at Nash-
ville, which was at once a vindication of his march and the indispensable
seal of its success. The tidings of the capture of Savannah following close
upon Hood’s defeat illustrated to the outside world what had all along been
present to the prophetic eye of Sherman—the tremendous significance of
the March to the Sea. In a twinkling, the doubts of the loyal, and the rash
confidence of the rebellious and of their sympathizers, were dispersed. It
was to the Northern people the breaking of a glorious dawn after terribly
dark hours of anxiety and apprehension. A period of suspense had passed,

The next day he announced his success

| during which few opened their mouths to judge General Sherman or to pre-

dict the issue of a movement which was almost universally believed too
bold to rank among the legitimate ventures of war; and now, suddenly, out
of this ominous silence arose a universal shout at once of trinmph and of
praise to the victor, who had been no less signally crowned by his own sue-
cess at Savannah than by that of his subordinate at Nashville, 657 miles
away.! (General Grant, even before the capture of Savannah, congratulated
General Sherman and his army upon the snccessful termination of his “bril-
liant campaign.” Tt is true, he had heard of Hood’s defeat; but he says,
“T never had a doubt of the result. When apprehensions for your safety
were expressed by the President, I assured him, with the army you had, and
you in command of it, there was no danger but you would strike bottom on
salt water some place; that I would not feel the same security, in fact would
not have intrusted the expedition to any other living commander.” On the
26th, in answer to Sherman’s note presenting him with Savannah as a
Christmas gift, President Lincoln replied :

“ My DEAR GENERAL SHERMAN,—Many, many thanks for your Christmas
oift. 'When you were about leaving Atlanta for the Atlantic coast, I was
anxious, if not fearful; but, feeling that you were the better judge, and re-
membering that ‘nothing risked, nothing gained,’ I did not interfere. Now,
the undertaking being a success, the honor is all yours; for I believe none
of us went farther than to acquiesce. And, taking the work of General
Thomas into the-count, as it should be taken, it is indeed a great success.
Not only does it afford the obvious and immediate milifary advantages, but,
in showing the world that your army could be divided, putting the stronger
part to an immediate new service, and yet leaving enough to vanquish the
old opposing force of the whole—Iood’s army—it brings those who sat in
darkness to see a great light. But what next? I suppose it will be safer
to leave General Grant and yourself to decide.”

General Grant, after Thomas's vietory at Nashville, was shaken in his de-
termination to transport Sherman’s army by sea to the James River. It
would be impossible to effect this in less than two months, and in that time
Sherman could make the march by land, and in doing so strike the enemy
a far heavier blow. He writes on the 18th of December: “If you capture
the garrison of Savannah, it will certainly compel Lee to detach from Rich-
mond, or give us nearly the whole South. My own opinion is, Lee is averse
to going out of Virginia; and, if the cause of the South is lost, he wants
Richmond to be the last place surrendered. If he has such views, 1t may
be well to indulge him until we get every thing else in our hands.”
eral Sherman was delighted at the modification of Grant's plan, as he would
thus be permitted to carry out his original scheme of a march through the
Carolinas.?

Gen-

1 That General Sherman looked upon the defeat of Hood by Thomas as necessary to justify his
march is evident from the following letter, written by him to General J. D). Webster (at Nash-
ville), December 23 :

¢ Major Dixon arrived last night, bringing your letter of the 10th of December, for which T am
very much obliged, as it gives me a clear and distinet view of the sitnation of affairs at Nashville
up to that date. I have also from the War Department a copy of General Thomas's dispateh,
giving an account of the attack on Hood on the 15th, which was successful, but not complete, 1
await farther accounts with anxiety, as Thomas's complete success is necessary to vindicate my
plans for this campaign, and I have no doubt that my calculations that Thomas had in hand (in-
cluding A. J. Smith’s troops) a force large enough to whip Hood in fair fight were correct. 1
approve of Thomas's allowing Hood to come north far enough to enable him to concentrate his
own men, thongh I would have preferred that Iood should have been checked about Columbia.
Still. if Thomas followed up his success on the 15th, and gave Hood a good whaling, and is at this
moment following him closely, the whole campaign in my division will be even more perfect than
the Atlanta campaign, for at this end of the line I have realized all I had reason to hope for ex-
cept in the release of our prisoners, which was simply an impossibility.”

% (3eneral Sherman’s reply to this is equally characteristic. Writing January 6th, he says+ “ I
am gratified at the receipt of your letter of December 26th at the hands of General Logan, espe-
cially to observe that you appreciate the division I made of my army, and that each part was duly
1‘.r()];urtim1m'i to its work. . o i ) =

“The motto, ¢ Nothing venture, nothing win,’ which you refer to, is appropriate; and, shonld I
venture too much and happen to lose, I shall bespeak your charitable inference.

01 am ready for the * great next’ as soon as I can complete certain preliminaries, and learn of
General Grant his and your preferences of intermediate * objectives.” "

3 He replies to General Grant, December 24 : *“1 am gratified that yon have modified your for-
mer orders, as I feaved that the transportation by sea would very much disturb the nnity and
morale of my army, now so perfect. ’ ]

“The occupation of Savannah . . . . completes the first part of our game, and f_lrlulh a grea
part of your instructions; and I am now engaged in dismantling the rebel forts :\']m-h bear upon
the sea and channels, and transporting the heavy ordnance and ammunition to Fort Pulaski and
Hilton Head, where they can be more easily gnarded than if Teft in the city.

“The rebel inner lines are well adapted to our purpose, and, with slight modifications, ean be
held by a comparatively small force, and in about ten days expect to be ready to sally forth again.
I feel no doubt whatever as to our future plans. I have thought them over so long and well t at
they appear as clear as daylight. T left Augusta untonched on purpose, because the enemy will
be in doubt as to my objective point after erossing the Savannah River, whether it be Augnsta and
Charleston, and will naturally divide his forces. I will then move either on Branchville or Colum-
bia by any curved line that ;;riws me the best supplies, breaking up in my course as l:]llt'lirl'llill'l ad
as pnl‘sih!b. then ignoring Charleston and Angusta both. I wonld oceupy (‘uiu‘ml ia and (‘:nmf‘tl-_n.
pausing there long enough to observe the effect. I would then strike for the Charleston and Wil-
mineton Railroad, somewhere between the Santee and Cape Fear Rivers, and, if possible, commu-
ni(':l?c with the fleet under Admiral Dahlgren (whom I find a most agreeable gentleman, in every
way accommodating himself to our wishes and plans). Then l.\\'nnhl favor \'fi!lr}in,n;tnn. in the
belief that Porter and Butler will fail in their present undertaking. Charleston is now a mere
desolated wreck, and is hardly worth the time it would take to starve it out. Still I am aware
that historically and politically, much importance 18 :1!1‘:\._(‘!1_0(! to the place, :m‘(‘. it may be .thu!..
apart from its military importance, both you and the administration \\-nuM prefer I should give it
more attention; and it would be well for you to rive me some general idea on that subject, as
otherwise I would treat it, as I have expressed, as a point of little importance, after all its railroads
leading into the interior are destroyed or ocenpied hy ns.  But on the hypothesis of ignoring
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General Grant fully sanctioned Sherman’s scheme before the close of 1864.
There was nearly a month’s delay at Savannah. This time was occupied in
gathering supplies, in disposing of captured property, and in loca_l adminis-
tration, The march through Georgia had already led to some 1mpurt:m§
political results in that state. In Liberty and Tatnall counties, .suuth of
Savannah, Union meetings were held by the citizens, and patriotic Tesolu-
tions were adopted. Sherman recognized the movement, and promised his
aid, encouragement, and defense to all citizens who would “stay quictly
at home, and call back their sons and neighbors to resume their peaceful
pursuits.”” He invited all such to bring their produce to Savannah, to be
sold to the highest bidder or to his commissary. Merchants and aFtomcys
in Savannah were required to acknowledge the na.tipn:d supremacy in order
to the continuance of their avocations. But, in' Sherman’s judgment, all
matters relating to reconstruction in Georgia were of secondary importance
until the final victory of the nation should be secured.

Sherman caused a thorough examination to be made of the defenses of
Savannah, which city was now to become an important dépdt of supplies.
New lines of fortification were constructed, ““ embracing the city proper,
‘Forts Jackson, Thunderbolt, and Pulaski, with slight modifications in their

FORT THUNDERBOLT, SAVANNAH.

armament and rear defenses.” The other forts were dismantled, and their
heavy ordnance transferred to Hilton Head. The obstructions in the river
were with great difficulty removed, as also the torpedoes in the channels

Charleston and taking Wilmington, I would then favor a movement direct on Raleigh. The
game is then up with Lee, unless he comes out of Richmond, avoids you and fights me, in which
case I should reckon on your heing on his heels. -

* Now that Hood is nsed np by Thomas, I feel disposed to bring the matter to an issue as quick
as possible. T feel confident that I can break up the whole railroad system of South Carolina and
North Carolina, and be on the Roanoke, either at Raleigh or Weldon, hy the time spring fairly
opens ; and if you feel confident that you can whip Lee outside of his intrenchments, I feel equally
confident that I can handle him in the open country. -

**One reason why I should ignore Charleston is this: That I believe they will reduce the garri-
son to a small force, with plenty of provisions, and I know that the neck back of Charleston can be
made impregnable to assault, and we will hardly have time for siege operations.

# I will have to leave in Savannah a garrison, and, if Thomas can spare them, I would like to
have all detachments, convalescents, etc., belonging to these four corps, sent forward at once. I
don’t want to eripple Thomas, bécause I regard his operations as all-important, and I have ordered
him to pursue Hood down into Alabama, trusting to the conntry for supplies,

I reviewed one of my corps to-day, and shall continue to review the whole army. I don’t like
to boast, but T believe this army has a confidence in itself that makes it almost invineible,”

Grant replied on the 27th of December, giving Sherman permission to follow out his plan, and
making some suggestions. He says: ¢

**Your confidence in being able to march up and join this army pleases me, and I believe it can
be done. 'The effect of such a campaign will be to disorganize the South, and prevent the organi-
zation of new armies from their broken fragments. Hood is now retreating, with his army broken
and demoralized.  His loss in men has probably not been far from 20,000, besides deserters, If
time is given, the fragments may be collected together, and many of the deserters reassembled.
lii)‘.l\'l(;i can we should act to prevent this. Your spare army, as it were, moying as proposed, will
( S,

““In addition to holding Savaunah, it looks to me that an intrenched camp onght to be held on
the railroad between Savannah and Charleston.  Your movements toward Branchyville will probably
enable Foster to veach this with his own force. Thiswill give us a position in the South from
which we can threaten the interior without marching over long, narrow causeways, easily defended
as we have heretofore been compelled to do.  Could not such o camp be established about Poca-
taligo or Coosawatchie ? ek

**I have thought that, Hood being so completely wiped out for all
A.d. Smith with from 10,000 to 15,000, With this increase I could hold my lines, and move
out with greater force than Lee has, It would compel him to retain all his pf‘cient f,'ur(-e in the
defenses of Richmond, or abandon them entirely. The latter contingency is probably the only
danger to the easy success of your expedition.  In the event you should meet Lée';q'm'mv :.’oh
would be compelled to beat it or find the sea-coust. Of course 1 shall not let Lee's army 'e;u.'l he
if I can help it, and will not let it go without following it to the best of my ability. i

& \\_ 1_thont waiting farther directions, then, youmay make preparations to start on vour Northern
expedition without delay. Break up the railroads in South and North Cavolina. and j(:iu the
armies operating against Richmond as soon as you can. j
e lg:"llllhl('f]e:‘!:l(l:hu?; z:]ll su.g’gesti.tlms.ub'uut vtth_ route you .sh(mld m'kc, knowing that your informa-

on, grine ¥ 1@ progress of events, will be better than any that can be obtained now. It
may not be possible for you to march to the rear of Petersburg ; but, failing in this, you could
.-an::kc_ eithet of the sea-coast ports in North Carolina held by us. From there vou unul(lweasih' take
sl}ql[ung. It would be decidedly preferable, however, if you could march the whole distance.
From the best information I have, you will find no difficulty in supplying your army until you cro'-‘::
the Roanoke, . From there here is but a few days’ march, and supplies could be collected south of
the river to bring you through. I shall establish communication with vou there hy steam-boat and
gun-boat. By this means your wants can be partially supplied.” : ; :

present harm, T might bring
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below the city. General Geary was assigned to the command of the city.
His policy, just but conciliatory, had a good effect upon the citizens. Mayor
R. D. Arnold, continued in the exercise of his functions, advised the citizens
to yield a ready obedience to the Federal government and its military rep-
resentative. A public meeting was held, in which the mayor’s views were
adopted, and Governor Brown was called upon to take measures for the res-
toration of Georgia to the Union. = A national bank was established, and the
city enjoyed undisturbed tranquillity., On the 14th of January, 1865, Gen-
eral Sherman issued orders regulating the internal trade of the state, inviting
the citizens to bring their produce to Savannah, and to hold meetings for the
discussion of their present situation, and promising them the protection of
the national army.!

Nor did General Sherman forget the freedmen. With the approval of
Secretary Stanton, who visited Savannah shortly after its capture, he issued
orders devoting the abandoned sea islands south of Charleston, and rice-
fields along the rivers of Georgia for thirty miles back from the sea, to their
exclusive use and management, subject only to the United States military
authority and the acts of Congress®? He had, on the 26th of December,
promulgated regulations for the military control of Savannah.® TIn his or-

1 The following is a copy of these orders

‘Tt being represented that the Confederate army and armed bands of robbers, acting professedly
under the authority of the Confederate government, are harassing the people of Georgia and en-
deavoring to intimidate them in the efforts they are making to secure themselves provisions, cloth-
ing, security to life and property, and the restoration of law and good government in the state, it
is hereby ordered and made public :

“1. That the farmers of Georgia may bring into Savannah, Fernandina or Jacksonville, Florida,
marketing, such as beef, pork, mutton, vegetables of any kind, fish, etc., as well as cotton in small
quantities, and sell the same in open market, except the cotton, which must be sold by or through
the treasury agents, and may invest the proceeds in family stores, such as bacon and flour, in any
reasonable quantities, groceries, shoes, and clothing, and articles not contraband of war, and carry
the same back to their families. No trade-stores will be attempted in the interior, or stocks of
goods sold for them, but families may club together for mutual assistance and protection in coming
and going.

“1I. The people are encouraged to meet together in peaceful assemblages to discuss measures
looking to their safety and good government, and the restoration of state and national authority,
and will be protected by the national avmy when so doing; and all peaceable inhabitants who sat-
isfy the commanding officers that they are earnestly laboring to that end must not only he left
undisturbed in property and person, but must be protected as far as possible consistent with the
military operations. If any farmer or peaceful inhabitant is molested by the enemy, viz., the Con-
federate army of guerrillas, because of his friendship to the national government, the perpetrator,
if canght, will be summarily punished, or his family made to suffer for the outrage; but if the
ciime can not be traced to the actual party, then retaliation will be made on the adherents to the
cause of the rebellion, Should a Union man be murdered, then a uebel selected by lot will be shot;
or if a Union family be persecuted on account of the cause, a rebel family will be banished to a
foreign land. In aggravated cases, retaliation will extend as high as five for one, All command-
ing officers will act promptly in such cases, and report their action after the retalintion is done.”

? The following are the orders :

‘1. The islands from Charleston south, the abandoned rice-fields along the rivers for thirty
miles back from the sea, and the country bordering the St. John's River, Florida, are reserved and
set apart for the settlement of the negroes now made free by the acts of war and the proclamation
of the President of the United States.

““II. At Beaufort, Hilton Head, Savannah, Fernandina, St. Augustine, and Jacksonville, the
blacks may remain in their chosen or aceustomed vocations ; but on the islands, and in the settle-
ments hereafter to be established, no white person whatever, unless military officers and soldiers
detailed for duty, will be permitted to réside, and the sole and exclusive management of affairs will
be left to the freed people themselves, subject only to the United States military authority and the
acts of Congress. By the laws of war and orders of the President of the United States, the negro
is free, and must be dealt with as such. He can not be subjected to conseription, or forced into
military service, save by the written orders of the highest military authority of the department,
under such regulations as the President or Congress may prescribe; domestic servants, black-
smiths, carpenters, and other mechanics will be free to seleet their own work and residence; bnt
the young and able-bodied negroes must be encouraged to enlist as soldiers in the service of the
United States, to contribute their share toward maintaining their own freedom, and securing their
rights as citizens of the United States,

* Negroes so enlisted will be organized into companies, battalions, and regiments, under the or-
ders of the United States military authorities, and will be paid, fed, and clothed according to law.
The hounties paid on enlistment may, with the consent of the recruit, go to assist his family and
settlement in procuring agricultural implements, seed, tools, boats, clothing, and other articles nec-
essary for their livelihood.

‘“IIL. Whenever three respectable negroes, heads of families, shall desire to settle on lands, and
ghall have selected for that purpose an island or a locality clearly defined within tlie limits above
designated, the inspector of settlements and plantations will himself, or by such subordinate officer
as he may appoint, give them a license to settle such island or district, and afford them such assist-
ance as he can to enable them to establish a peaceable agricultural settlement. The three parties
named will subdivide the land, under the supervision of the inspector, among themselves and such
others as may choose to settle near them, so that each family shall have a plot of not more than
forty acres of tillable ground, and, when it borders on some water-channel, with not more than
etght hundred feet water-front, in the possession of which land the military authorities will afford
them protection until such time as they can protect themselves, or until Congress shall regulate
their title.

*“The guartermaster may, on the requisition of the inspector of settlements and plantations,
place at the disposal of the inspector one or more of the captured steamers to ply between the set-
tlements and one or more of the commercial points heretofore named in orders, to afford the set-
tlers the opportunity to supply their necessary wants, and to sell the products of their land and
labor.

“IV. Whenever a negro has enlisted in the military service of the United States, he may locate
his family in any one of the settlements at pleasure, and acquire a homestead and all other rights
and privileges of a settler as thongh present in person.

““In like manner, negroes may settle their families and engage on hoard the gun-boats, or in
fishing, or in the navigation of the inland waters, withont losing any claim to land or other advan-
tages derived from this system. But 1o one, unless an actual settler as above defined, or unless
absent on government service, will be entitled to claim any right to land or property in any settle-
ment by virtue of these orders. ; '

V. In order to carry out this system of settlement. a general officer will be detailed as inspect-
or of settlements and plantations, whose duty it shall be to visit the settlements to regulate their
police and general management, and who will firnish personally to each head of a family, subject
to the approval of the President of the United States, a possessory title in writing, giving, as near
as possible; the deseription of boundaries, and who shall adjust all claims or conflicts that may
arise under the same, subject to the like approval, treating such titles altogether as possessory.
The same general officer will also be charged with the enlistment and organization of the negro re-
cruits, and protecting their interests while absent from their settlements, and will be governed by
the rules and regulations preseribed by the War Department for such purposes,”™

® Of which the following is a copy :

“The city of Savannah and surrounding country will be held as a military post and adapted to
fittnre military uses, but, as it contains a population of some twenty thousand people who must be
provided for, and as other eitizens may come, it is proper to lay down certain general principles,
that all within its military jurisdiction may understand their relative duties and obligations.

1. Duringrwar, the military is superior to civil anthority, and where interests clash the civil
must give way; yet, where there is no conflict, every encouragement should be given to well-dis-
posed and peaceful inhabitants to resume their usual pursuits. Families should he disturbed as
little as possible in their residences, and tradesmen allowed the full use of their shops, tools, etc.
Churches, schools, all places of amusement and recreation, should be encounraged, and streets and
roads made perfectly safe to persons in their nsual pursuits. Passes should not be exacted within
the line of outer pickets ; but if any person shall abuse these privileges by communicating with the
enemy, or doing any act of hostility to the government of the United States, he or she will be pun-
ished with the utmost rigor of the law.

 Commerce with the outer world will be resumed to an extent commensurate with the wants of
the citizens, governed by the restrictions and rules of the Treasury Department.

“II. The chief guartermaster and commissary of the army may give suitable employment to the
people, white and black, or transport them to such points as they choose, where employment may
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ders regulating trade he had excluded cottdn from ordinary commerce, hold-
ing this staple to be a legitimate prize of war, and the property of the United
States.! These trade regulations included within their scope the whole De-
partment of the South, which, though still under the immediate command of
General Foster, was now subordinate to General Sherman.

By the 19th of January Sherman was ready to move. Grover's division
of the Nineteenth Corps had been withdrawn from Sheridan's Army of the
Shenandoah to Savannah, relieving Geary’s division, and forming thereafter
a part of General Foster's command. General Schofield, with the Twenty-
third Corps, had been transferred from the West to re-enforce Generals Terry

be had, and may extend temporary relief in the way of provisions and vacant houses to the worthy
and needy, until such time as they can help themselves. They will select, first, the buildings for
the necessary uses of the army ; next, a sufficient number of stores to be turned over to the treas-
ury agent for trade-stores.  All vacant store-houses or dwellings, and all buildings belonging to ab-
sent rebels, will be construed and used as belonging to the United States until such times as their
titles can be settled by the courts of the United States,

“III. The mayor and city council of Savannab will continue and exercise their functions as
such, and will, in concert with the commanding officer of the post and chief quartermaster, see
that the fire-companies are kept in organization, the streets cleaned and lighted, and keep up a good
understanding between the citizens and soldiers. They will ascertain and report to the chief com-
missary of subsistence, as soon as possible, the names and number of worthy families that need as-
sistance and support. '

*The mayor will forthwith give public notice that the time has come when all must choose their
course, namely; to remain within our lines and conduct themselves as good citizens, or depart in
peace. He will ascertain the names of all who choose to leave Savannah, and report their names
and residence to the chief quartermaster, that measures may be taken to transport them beyond
the lines.

“ V. Not more than two newspapers will be published in Savannah, and their editors and pro-
prietors will be held to the strictest accountability, and will be punished severely, in person and
property, for any libelous publication, mischievous matter, premature news, exaggerated state-
ments, or any comments whatever upon the acts of the constituted authorities: they will be held
accountable even for such articles though copied from other papers.”

! This led to some dissatisfaction on the part of the citizens of Savannah and of foreign consuls.
On the 2d of January Sherman writes to Secretary Stanton in regard to this matter as follows :

I have just received from Lieutenant General Grant a copy of that part of your telegram to
him of 26th December relating to cotton, a copy of which has been immediately furnished to Gen-
eral Baton, my chief quartermaster, who will be strictly governed by it.

“1 had already been approached by all the consuls and half the people of Savannah on this cot-
ton question, and my invariable answer has been that all the cotton in Savannah was prize of war,
and belonged to the United States, and nobody should recover a bale of it with my consent; and
that as cotton had been one of the chief causes of this war, it should help pay its expenses ; that all
cotton became tainted with treason from the hour the first act of hostility was committed against
the United States, some time in December, 1860, and that no bill of sale subsequent to that date
could eonvey title.

My orders were that an officer of the quartermaster’s department, United States army, might
furnish the holder, agent, or attorney a mere certificate of the fact of seizure, with description of
the bales, marks, ete.; the cotton then to be turned over to the agent of the ‘Ireasury Department,
to be shipped to New York for sale. But since the receipt of your dispatch I have ordered Gen-
eral Eaton to make the shipment himself to the quartermaster at New York, where you can dispose
of it at pleasure. I do not think the Treasury Department ought to bother itself with the prizes or
captures of walr.

 Mr. Barclay, former consul at New York—representing Mr, Molyneux, former consul, but ab-
sent since a long time—ecalled on me in person with reference to cotton claims by English subjects.
He seemed amazed when I told him I should pay no respect to consular certificates, and that in no
event would I treat an English subject with more favor than one of our own deluded citizens; and
that, for my part, I was unwilling to fight for cotton for the benefit of Englishmen openly engaged
in smuggling arms and munitions of war to kill us; that, on the contrary, it would afford me great
satisfaction to conduet my army to Nassau and wipe out that nest of pirates, I explained to him,
however, that I was not a diplomatic agent of the general government of the United States; but
that my opinion, so frankly expressed, was that of a soldier, which it would be well for him to heed.
It appeared also that he owned a plantation on the line of investment to Savannah, which, of course,
is destroyed, and for which he expected me to give him some certificate entitling him to indemnifi-
cation, which T declined emphatically.

“ J have adopted in Savannah rules concerning property, severe but just, founded upon the laws
of nations and the practice of civilized governments; and am clearly of opinion that we should
claim all the belligerent rights over conquered countries, that the people may realize the truth that
war is no child’s play.”
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SLOOUM'S ARMY CROSSING THE SAVANNAH AT BISTRR'S FRERY.

and Palmer, who were operating on the coast of North Carolina, and prepar-
ing the way for General Sherman’s arrival. On the 24th of December an
unsuccessful attack had been made on Fort Fisher, at the mouth of Cape
Fear River, by Admiral Porter. The failure of the expedition was due to
a want of proper management on the part of General Butler, the military
commander. On the 15th of January the attack was renewed, General But-
ler being replaced by General Terry, and was successful. The remaining
works of the enemy at the mouth of the Cape Fear soon followed the fate
of Fort Fisher. This victory was auspicious for Sherman, who was then
setting out upon his northward march.

General Howard was ordered to effect a lodgment on the Savannah and
Charleston Railroad, at Pocotaligo. Ie embarked with the Seventeenth
Corps at Thunderbolt, and proceeded to Beaufort, and there landing his
troops, suceeeded in reaching Pocotaligo Station. Leggett's division dis-
lodged the enemy, and a secure dépdt for supplies was established at the
mouth of Pocotaligo Creek, within easy communication by Broad River with
Hilton Head. Three divisions of Logan’s corps (the Fifteenth) followed
Blair; but Corse’s division was cut off by the freshets; and ecompelled to
move with the left wing.

Sloecum, with the left wing and Kilpatrick's cavalry, was ordered to move
directly across the Savannah River up to Coosawatchie, on the Charleston
Road, and to Robertsville, on the road to Columbia. He had established
a good pentoon bridge across the river opposite the city, and the Union
causeway, over which Hardee had retreated a month before, had been re-
paired and corduroyed; but before the time appointed for his march the
heavy rains of January had swollen the river, swept away the bridge, and
overflowed the whole bottom, so that the causeway was four feet under

POCOTALIGO DEPOT.
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MARCHING THEOUGH THE SWAMPS,

water. Driven thus from the route originally determined upon, Slocum, on
the 26th of January, ascended the river to Sister's Ferry. But even there
the river was three miles wide, and his command was prevented from cross-
ing until the 7th of Febrnary. Two divisions of the Twentieth Corps—
Jackson’s and Geary’s—had crossed the river at Pureysburg, and, proceed-
ing to Hardeeville, on the Charleston Road, secured communication with
Howard at Pocotaligo.

Sherman, in the mean time, on the 22d, embarked for Hilton Head, where
he conferred with Admiral Dahlgren and General Foster in regard to their
co-operative movements, General Foster was to follow Sherman’s army in-
land, and oceupy in succession Charleston and such other points on the sea-
coast as would be of any military value. Thus Sherman’s army was free to
move directly upon Goldsborough.

In all its general features, the march through the Carolinas was a repeti-
tion of that through Georgia, already accomplished. No important strong-
hold of the enemy was attacked. As Sherman in the Georgia promenade
had feigned on Macon and Augusta, and passed between without striking
either, so now he purposed to demonstrate against Augusta and Charleston,
avoiding both, and make the quickest possible march to Goldsborough. In

boldness, his present scheme exceeded the one already executed. The coun-
try to be traversed was more difficult, and the enem y had been given time
to concentrate his fragmentary forces in Sherman’s front. But Sherman had

ENTERING Bu.c_&vn.m‘., BOUTH CAROLINA,

no doubts. “I think,” he says,! “the time has come now when we should
attempt the boldest moves, and my experience is that they are easier of ex-
ecution than more timid ones, because the enemy is disconcerted by them.™
He was as familiar with the country over which he was about to march as
with Georgia. “T have hunted it over many a time,” he says, “from Santee

! Letter to General Halleck, December 24th, 1864.

? He adds in the same letter: T also doubt the wisdom of concentration beyond a certain
point, as the roads of this country limit the amount of men that can be brought to bear in any one
battle; and I don’t helieve that any one general can handle more than 60,000 men in battle. 1
think any campaign of the last month, as well as every step T take from this point northward, is as
much a divect attack npon Lee's army as though I were operating within the sonnd of his artil-
lay. .. ... I attach more importance to these deep incisions into the enemy’s country, be-
cause this war differs from European wars in this particular—we are not only fighting hostile ar-
mies, but a hostile people, and must make old and yonng, rich and poor, feel the hard hand of war,
as well as their organized armies. I know that this recent movement of mine through Georgia has
had a wonderful effect in this respect. Thousands who had been deceived by their lying papers
into the belief that we were being whipped all the time, realized the truth, and have no appetite for
a repetition of the same experience. To be sure Jeff. Davis has his people under a pretty good
shape of discipline, but I think faith in him is much shaken in Georgia, and I think before we are
done South Carolina will not be so tempestuous. . . . . I felt somewhat disappointed at Hardee's
escape from me. . . . Still, T know that the men that were in Savannah will be lost, in a measure,
to Jeft. Davis, for the Georgia troops, under G. W, Smith, declared they would not fight in South
Caroling, and they have gone north en route for Augusta; and I have reason to believe the North
Carolina troops have gone to Wilmington.”

CROEEING THE E0UTH EDISTO.
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SIEEMAN'S ARMY ENTERING COLUMBIA, BOUTH CAROLINA.

to Mount Pleasant.” His army did not lack enthusiasm, and the prospect
of a march through South Carolina was one which it relished exceedingly.
The general feeling of the North toward Charleston may be inferred from
General Halleck’s suggestion to Sherman: *Should you capture Charleston,
[ hope that by some accident the place may be destroyed ; and if a little salt
should be sown upon its site, it may prevent the growth of future crops of
nullification and secession.” Poor South Carolina! she was sandwiched
between two states who looked upon her as the original source of their past
madness and their present woes.

Perhaps if Sherman had had Johnston as an antagonist in his immediate
front he would not have been so confident. He calculated on the same Con-
federate scheme for the defense of the Carolinas which he had baffled in
Georgia. He knew that they would hold on to Augusta and Charleston as
they had, six weeks before, to Augusta and Macon, leaving him the route
between, molested only by Wheeler's cavalry and a mob of disorganized
militia, which would be swept like chaff before his march.

General Sherman accompanied the right wing of his army. On the 25th
of January, with a small force, he demonstrated against the Combahee Fer-
ry and the railroad bridge across the Salkehatchie, which river the enemy
had adopted as his line of defense covering Charleston. After amusing the
enemy at this point for nearly a week, the real march of Howard's army be-
oan on the st of February. Still keeping up the feint on Charleston, the
main body of the army moved westward up the Salkehatchie. All the
roads northward had been held for weeks by Wheeler’s cavalry ; the bridges

1 Sherman, in the Jetter already quoted, replies to this: T will bear in mind your suggestion as
to Charleston, and don’t think ** salt” will be necessary. . . . . . The whole army is burning with
an insatiable desire to wreak vengeance on South Carolina, T almost tremble at her fate, but feel
that she deserves all that seems in store for her. Many and many a person in Georgia asked me
why we did not go to South Carolina, and when I answered that I was en route for that state, the
invariable reply was, ¢ Well, if you will make those people feel the severities of war, we will pardon
you for your desolation of Georgia.””

8T

had been burned and trees had been felled to obstruct Sherman’s move-

ments. But the pioneer battalions soon cleared the way and rebuilt the .
bridges. On the 2d the Fifteenth Corps was well advanced at Loper’s

Cross-roads, while the Seventeenth had reached River's Bridge, and was
ready to cross the Salkebatchie.

Slocum’s army in the mean time, as we have seen, was still struggling
with the Savannah floods. Kilpatrick, however, and two of Williams’s
divisions, had crossed on pontoons. The latter were ordered to Beaufort’s
Bridge, and Kilpatrick to Blackville. Howard crossed the Salkehatchie in
the face of the enemy at River's and Beaufort’s bridges. The position of
the enemy at River’s Bridge was on the 8d carried by Mower’s and G. A.
Smith's divisions of the Seventeenth Corps, who crossed the swamp, nearly
three miles wide, through water reaching from knee to shoulder, and in bit-
tor cold weather, and making a lodgment below the bridge, turned on the
Confederate brigade posted there, driving it in confusion toward Branchville.
The Confederate killed and wounded, numbering eighty-eight, were sent
back to Pocotaligo. The Fifteenth Corps, with less resistance, but with
equal success, effected the crossing a Beaufort’'s Bridge, a short distance
above.

The line of the Salkehatchie being broken, the enemy fell back behind the
Rdisto River to Branchyille, and Sherman occupied the South Carolina Rail-
road connecting Augusta with Charleston. While waiting for the remain-
der of Slocum’s army, this road was thoroughly destroyed from the Edisto
to Blackville, Kilpatrick in the mean time being dispatched eastward to
Aiken to threaten Augusta. Slocum reached Blackville on the 10th. The
destruetion of the railroad was continued to Windon.- The whole army was
on the 11th well concentrated about midway between Augusta and Charles-
ton, thus dividing the forces of the enemy covering those two points.

Crossing the South Edisto, the right wing appeared in front of Orange-
burg on the 12th, swept away a detachment of the enemy intrenched at that
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HARPER'S HISTORY OF THE GREAT REBELLION

MAP OF SHERMAN'S OAROLINA MAROCIL

point, and followed, pushing him across the north branch of the Edisto,
where he took rcfuwe behind a rampart, supported by a battuy and 11.mn;_r
partially burned the bridge, threatened to dispute the crossing. I‘rom this
position he was soon ﬂ'ml\ul, and Blair's corps, having crossed, began the de-
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PLAN OF COLUMBIA, BOUTH CARBDLINA,

[FeBRUARY, 1865,

struction of the railroad to Columbia. Slocum’s army moved by roads
farther to the west, covered by Kilpatrick on its left. On the morning
of February 16th the advance of Sherman’s army beheld Columbia from
the south bank of the Congaree.

In the mean time Sherman had received a communication from
Wheeler, in which the latter promised not to burn cotton if Sherman
would not burn houses. Sherman replied, “I hope you will burn all
the cotton and save us the trouble. 'We don’t want it, and it has proved
a curse to our country. All you don’t burn T will. As to private
houses occupied by peaceful families, my orders are not to molest or
disturb them, and I think my orders are obeyed. Vacant houses, being
of no use to any body, I care little about, as the owners have thought
them of no use to themselves.”

On the south bank of the Congaree the two wings of the army were
again united, but forthwith began to diverge again. Slocum was or-
dered to cross the Saluda at Zion Church, above Columbia, and pro-
ceed direet to Winnsborough, destroying the bridges and railroads
about Alston. Howard crossed at the same time a little below the
point selected for Slocum, and, turning the enemy’s position at Colum-
, bia, moved upon the town from the north. The next morning, Feb-
70 ruary 17th, under cover of Stone’s brigade of Wood's division (Lnuun £
‘ cmp.) a pontoon bridge was thrown across Broad River, and, while the
remainder of the corps was crossing, the Mayor of Columbia rode out
and formally surrendered the city to General Stone, who marched his
| brigade directly into the town, \luzm-m crossing the pontoon bridge

accompanied by General Howard, rode into the ca]nt'z] of South Caro-

lina. They found perfect quiet in the city, the citizens and soldiers

mingling together in the streets. General Wade ILunptun command-
| ing the rear guard of the Confederate cavalry, had, before leaving, or-
I de]u] all the cotton in the town to be 1 ;umui. Hl e bales had been
{ piled in the streets, the ropes and bagging cut, and tufts of cotton were

thrown about by the wind, which was blowing a perfect gale, lodging
' in the trees and upon the houses. As this threatened the destruction
[+ of the entire town, the soldiers assisted the citizens in putting out the

flames. Sherman had ordered the destruction of the arsenals, of all
| public property not needed for the use of the army, and of the rail-
roads, dqm ts, and such machinery as could assist the enemy in carrying
on war. But, before this order bc'.::m to be executed, the srnouldmmw
fires of the morning had been 1cklmlhd by the wind and communicated
to the burmundnw bluldmm\ 3y night Lhu had spread into a confla-
gration that baffled the efforts of both citizens and soldiers to allay its
fory. It was not until about 4 A.M. on the 18th that the fire was got
under control. It was due to the assistance of Sherman’s soldiers that
any portion of the city was left St'm(hng. After this matter had been
attended fo, during the 18th and 19th, Sherman’s orders for the destruction
of the nrsenalg Ti nhmda etc., were properly carried out.!

1 The mlgm of the destructive (Ull”‘lL’]dtll)ll in Columbia has been the sul n;nt of much discus-
sion, which we can not give huv in full. The statements of General Sherman, Major G, W.
Nichols, a member of Sherman’s staff, General Wade H: un iton, and James MceCarter (a Confed-

| erate citizen who was in Columbia when the event took place), form the body of evidence so far as

]mml\lltd The statements made in Confederate journals at the time are of no value, except
in their details as to the exact time the confls agration commenced, the direction of the wind,
etc. In regard to the four principal authorities above mentioned, it is assumed that each is
veliable so far as he states facts within lhe scope of his own personal observation.

Sherman, in his official report, says: ** Without hesitation, I chs arge General Wade Hamp-
ton with having burned his own (n\' of Columbia, not with a malicious intent, or as the mani-
festation of a silly “ Roman stoicism,’ but from folly and want of sente in filling it with lint, cot-
ton, and tinder. Qur officers and men on duty worked well to extinguish rlw flames ; but oth-
ers not on duty, including the officers who had long been imprisoned theyre, rescued by us, may

WADE ILAMI*TON,.
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Slocum reached Winnsborough on the 21st of February, and the Twen-
tieth Corps crossed the Catawba River on the 23d, Kilpatrick following the

have assisted in spreading the fire after it once had begun, and have indulged in unconcealed joy to
see the ruin of the capital of South Carolina,” In regard to the origin and progress of the flames
he says, ** Before one single public building had been fired by [my] order, the smouldering fires
set by Hampton’s order were rekindled by the wind, and communicated to the buildings around.
About dark they began to spread, and got beyond the control of the brigade on duty within the
city. The whole of Wood’s division was brought in, but it was found impossible to check the
flames, which by midnight had become unmanageable, and raged until about 4 A.M., when, the
wind subsiding, they were got under control. Iwas up nearly all night, and saw Generals Howard,
Logan, and Wood, and others Iaboring to save the houses, and to protect families thus suddenly
deprived of shelter, and of bedding and wearing apparel. I disclaim on the part of my army any
agency in this fire, but, on the contrary, claim that we saved what of Columbia Temaing uncon-
sumed.” It must be remembered in this connection that the only soldiers of Sherman's army in
Columbia were those of Wood's division, : ’

General Wade Hampton, in a letter to Hon. Reverdy Johnson, of Georgia, says : *“ I pledge my-
self to prove . . . that he [General Sherman] promised protection to the city, and that, in spite of
his solemn promise, he burned the city to the ground, deliberately, systematically, and atrociously. ™
He also asserts in the same letter, *“ I gave a positive order, by direction of General Beauregard,
that no cotton should be fired.” Of course Hampton's testimony in regard to Sherman's conduct
is unreliable, as he had no means of knowing that which he affimed.  We accept his statement
that he gave the order against the destruction of cotton; but the only mode of reconciling this
statement with the fact that his soldiers really did set the cotton on fire, is to suppose either that
the order against the burning came too late, and subsequent to a former order directing the cotton
to be burned, or that the burning was against orders,

Major Nichols came with Sherman into Columbia about noon on the 17th. e notices the
prevalence of a strong wind, and that it came from the south, It was in the southern portion of
the city that the cotton was burning. ** It seemed to me,” he says, ““1 had never experienced a
more powerful gale of wind.,” Both he and Sherman testify that the air was filled with smoking
tufts of cotton, catching in trees and falling on the shingled roofs of houses. Nichals admits that,
apart from the fires oceasioned by the burning cotton, ** there were fires which must have started
independent of the above-mentioned cause. ‘The source of these is ascribed to the desire for re-
venge from some 200 of our prisoners who had escaped from the cars as they were being conveyed
from this city to Charlotte.  Again it is said that the soldiers who first entered the town, intoxi-
cated with bad liquor, which was freely distributed among them by designing citizens, in an insan-
ity of exhilaration, set fire to unoccupied houses.” Nichols testifies to the efforts made by officers
and soldiers to put out the fire which broke out in the afternoon. He says: I saw Sherman,
Howard, Logan, Woods, and other general officers, with their staffs, working with heart and hand
to stay the progress of the flames. . . . . During the progress of the fire, and afterward, while the
army was in the city, every effort was made for the relief of the sufferers. They were furnished
with bedding and food, and were quartered in the houses which had been deserted by their owners
who had fled the city the day before. General Sherman gave up his own quarters to a fumily of
ladies, with their children, who were fed from his table; I know from personal observation that
he and the officers and men of his army could not have made greater exertions to alleviate the suf-
ferings of these homeless ones if they had been their own kith and kin.”

Mr. James McCarter entirely exonerates General Sherman from any responsibility for the con-
flagration, and states his belief that ** Sherinan intended to protect the persons and private property
of the citizens,” Still, he charges the burning and plundering of Columbia upon the soldiers of
Sherman’s srmy. He adduces as an argument leading to this conclusion that the wind was from
the north. Here Mr, McCarter not only contradicts Major Nichols's testimony, but that of the
Columbia Daily Phaniz, which asserts that the wind throughout the day * had steadily prevailed
from southwest hy west, and bore the flames eastward.” This is the main argument adduced by
McCarter to prove his sweeping assertion ; and this, as we have seen, is based npon false premises.
The only other argument presented by him is the fact that Wade Hampton’s men left Columbia ten
hours before the conflagration which so desolated the city. This is true; but it is also true that
Sherman’s soldiers, on entering the city, found the cotton burning, and assisted the soldiers in put-
ting ont the flames. But, as Sherman states in his report, the fire which had been subdued still
smouldered in the cotton, and was rekindled by the wind in the afternoon, batiiing every effort
made by his army to resist its progress.
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same night, and then demonstrating against Charlotte, in
North Carolina, to which place Beauregard and the Con-
federate cavalry had retreated. There also micht soon
be expected Cheatham’s corps, of Hood's old armt;r which
had been cut off by Sherman’s rapid moyvement ’on Co-
lumbia and Winnsborough. On the 26th the T'wentieth
Corps reached Hanging Rock, where it waited for the
Fourteenth to cross the Catawba, now swollen by recent
heavy rains. As soon as Davis came up with the Four-
teenth Corps, Slocum moved direct to Cheraw, North Car-
olina, nearly 70 miles south of west from Charlotte,

On the 22d Kilpatrick reported to Sherman that 18
of his men had been murdered by Wade Hampton’s cav-
alry, and left in the road with labels upon them threaten-
ing a similar fate to all foragers. Sherman replied that
this conduct left Kilpatrick no alternative; he must re-
taliate man for man. “ Let it be done at once,” ordered
Sherman. “We have a perfect war right to the products
of the country we overrun, and may collect them by fora-
gers or otherwise. Let the whole people know the war
is now against them because their armies flee before us,
and do not defend their country or frontier as they should.
It is pretty nonsense for Wheeler and Beauregard, and
such vain heroes, to talk of our warring against women
and children. If they claim to be men they should defend their women and
children, and prevent us reaching their homes. Instead of maintaining their
armies, let them turn their attention to their families, or we will follow them
to the death; they should know that we will use the produce of the country
as we please. I want the foragers to be regulated and systematized, so as
not to degenerate into common robbers; but foragers, as subh, to collect corn,
bacon, beef, and such other products as we need, are as much entitled to our
protection as skirmishers and flankers. . . . . If our foragers commit ex-

cesses, punish them yourself, but never let an enemy judge between our men
1

and the law.”!

The above is the testimony bearing upon the ease, from which it is clear,

First, that the burning of Columbia was due to two causes, the carelessness of Hampton’s men in
their manner of destroying the cotton, and the incendiarism of a number of prisoners burning with
a desire to wreak vengeance upon the people whom they held responsible for the cruelties which
they had experienced in confinement.

Secondly, that Sherman and his army proper not only had no agency in producing the confla-
gration, but worked heartily and persistently to subdue it, and made every exertion to alleviate the
sufferings which followed it.

We have given this matter of the burning of Columbia so much space simply for the purpose of
presenting the facts of the case before the reader. We are making no apology—that is not the
husiness of the historian. It is worthy of note, however, that, thongh Sherman and his army feét
that South Carolina deserved destruction, after they entered that state they marched through it like
an army, and not like a mob of maranders and incendiaries.  Althongh Sherman, in his letter of
December 24th, 1864, had said to General Halleck, ** I look upon Columbia as quite as bad as
Charleston, and 1 doubt if we shall spare the public buildings there as we did at Milledgeville,"
still, upon entering Columbia, he found his pity larger than his wrath, and did his best to protect
the citizens against a destruction of their property for which he was in no way responsible; just as
at Savannah, notwithstanding his menace of punishment in ease the city was not surrendered, when
he entered the city he saved it from devastation by a mob of its own citizens.

! Sherman writes thus to Wade Hampton in regard to this matter, February 24 :

Tt is officially reported to me that our foraging parties are murdered after being eaptured,
and labeled ‘death to all foragers;’ one instance of a licutenant and seven men near Chester-
field, and another of twenty ‘near a ravine eighty rods from the main road,” about three miles
from Feasterville, 1 have ordered a similar number of prisoners in our hands to be disposed of
in like manner.

T hold about 1000 prisoners captured in varions ways, and can stand it about as long as you,
but I hardly think these murders are committed with your kuowledge, and would suggest that you
give notice to the people at large that every life taken by them results in the death of one of your
confederates.

“Of course yon can mot question my right to ‘ forage on the country.” It is a war right as old
as history. The manner of exercising it varies with circumstances, and if the civil anthorities will
supply my requisitions, I will forhid all foraging. But I find no civil authorities who can respond
to calls for forage and provisions, therefore must eollect directly from the people. Ihave no doubt
this is the occasion of much misbehavior on the part of our men, but I can not permit an enemy #o
judge, and punish with wholesale marder. ]

“ Personally I regret the bitter feelings engendered by this war, but they are to be expected,
and I simply allege that those who struck the first hlow and made war inevitable, ought not in

HANGING ROCK, SOUTH CABOLINA.
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The right wing, after destroying the railroad to Winnsborough, erossed |

the Catawba at Peay’s Ferry. Detachments were sent from the Fifteenth
Corps to Camden to burn the bridge over the Wateree, a tributary of the
Santee River, and to break up the railroad between Florence and Charles-
ton. Thelatter object was not accomplished, as Captain Duncan, command-
ing the expedition, met Butler's division of Confederate cavalry, and was
forced to return,

On the 8d of March Sherman’s army had reached Cheraw. Charleston

fairness to reproach us for the natural consequences, 1 merely assert our ‘ war right’ to forage,
and my resolve to protect my foragers to the extent of life for life.”

HARPER'S HISTORY OF THE GREAT REBELLION.
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had in the mean time been evacuated by the Confederates, and at Cheraw
were found many of the guns which had been brought from that city.
From this point the weather was unfavorable and the roads bad ; but, cross-
ing the Great Pedee, the Fourteenth and Seventeenth corps entered Fayette-
ville on the 11th. During the night of the 9th, Kilpatrick’s three brigades
guarding the roads east of the Pedee were divided. General Wade Hamp-
ton, detecting this, dashed in at daylight, got possession of the camp of Col-
onel Spencer’s brigade, and the house in which Kilpatrick and Spencer had
their quarters. Nothwithstanding the completeness of the surprise and the
temporary confusion which followed, Kilpatrick succeeded in rallying his

UNITED STATES ARSENAL AT FAYETTEVILLE
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THE TUG-BOAT DONALDBON MOVING UP TUE CAPE FEAR.

men, and by a prompt attack regained the artillery which he had lost and
the camp from which he had been so suddenly ousted.

The 12th, 13th, and 14th of March were passed by Sherman’s army at
Fayetteville. The Arsenal and the machinery which had formerly belonged
to the Harper’s Ferry Arsenal were completely destroyed. *Every building
was knocked down and burned,” General Sherman reports, “and every
piece of machinery utterly broken up and ruined.”

Sherman’s army was now on the Cape Fear River. Up to this point he

had, by admirable strategy, succeeded in dividing the enemy’s forces. DBut |
now Cheatham’s corps had joined Beauregard, and Hardee had got across |
Cape Fear River in advance of Sherman; and these forces were all on their |
way to join the Confederate troops in North Carolina, and were under the |

command of General Joseph E.Johnston, Sherman’s old antagonist. *In cav-
alry Johnston's command had somewhat the advantage of Sherman’s, and,
taking into consideration the military genius of its leader, its artillery and

infantry were sufficiently formidable to justify extreme caution on the part |

of the Federal commander. Before reaching Fayetteville, Sherman had dis-
patched from Laurel Hill to Wilmington—then in possession of the nation-
al troops—two of his best scouts. These men succeeded in their somewhat
difficult adventure, and on the morning of the 12th of March Sherman be-
held the army tug Donaldson approaching Fayetteville, “ bringing me,” he
says, “full intelligence of the outer world.” This tug-boat returned the
same day, conveying to General Terry at Wilmington, and to General Scho-
field at Newbern, intelligence that on the 15th Sherman would move upon
Goldsborough, Both Terry and Schofield were ordered to the same point.

In the mean time pontoon bridges had been thrown across the Cape Fear
River. Kilpatrick was ordered to move to Averysborough and beyond, in
advance of the left wing. Four of Slocum’s divisions were to follow, while
his two remaining divisions moved as an escort to the trains. Howard
moved by a more eastward route to Goldsborough.  The idea of this march
was to feign on Raleigh and make Goldsborough. But four of Howard’s
divisions were to preserve communication with Slocum, ready to support
the latter in the event of a battle. These movements commenced on the
15th of March. General Sherman went with Slocum’s army.

Before reaching Averysborough, Slocum encountered General Hardee's

foree! on the 16th, at a point where the road branches off toward Goldsbor- |

ough through Bentonville. The enemy must be dislodged both in order to
ain the Goldsborough Road and to continue the feint on Raleigh., Har-
dee’s position was difficult to carry, not by reason of its intrinsic strength,

but on account of the difficult nature of the ground, which was so soft as |

to swamp the horses, and even the infantry could scarcely make its way
over the pine barren. The Twentieth Corps had the lead, Ward’s division

in the advance. The latter was deployed, and a skirmish developed the po- |
sition of a brigade of Charleston heavy artillery, armed as infantry, and com- |

manded by Rhett, posted across the road behind a light parapet, enfilading
the approach across a cleared field. Williams dispatched Casey’s brigade
to the left, turning this position, and Rhett’s line was broken, and three guns
were captured, with 217 prisoners. Besides these, 108 Confederate dead
were afterward buried by Sherman’s men.

Ward’s division, advancing, developed a second and stronger line, and
Jackson’s came up on his right, and the Fourteenth Corps on his left, well
toward Oape Fear River. Kilpatrick at the same time was ordered to mass
his cavalry on the right, and to feel forward for the road to Goldsborough.

: . . x N e weeaiey
A brigade of the cavalry gained this road, but was driven back by McLaws's |

Confederate division. Late in the afternoon the whole Federal line ad-
vanced, drove the enemy within his intrenchments, from which, during the
stormy night of the 16th, he retreated over the wretched road in his rear.
Ward’s division followed the next day, beyond Averysborough, and found
that Hardee bad fallen back on Smithfield. General Slocum’s loss in the
action at Averysborough was 12 officers and 65 men killed, and 477
wounded.

The Goldsborough Road was now open to the left wing, which, on the |

night of the 18th, encamped five miles from Bentonville and 27 from Golds-

* Sherman reports this foree as 20,000, but this is an exaggeration.
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| borough. Howard was two miles farther south, and as no farther resistance
r\lx:ab .u.\pcctcd_ fl':.)II‘I the enemy, was d‘nrcctcd.m move to Goldsborough wvia
ulling Creck Church. Sherman joined this wing of the army. But he
| had not got six miles away from Slocum when he heard artillery to the left.
| His apprehensions were aroused, but were soon quieted by information con-
veyed th roughA Slocum’s staff officers that the leading division (Carlin’s) had
encountered Dibbrell's cavalry, which he was driving easily. Shortly after
this pleasant intelligence, other staff officers from Slocum reported that the
latter had developed the whole of Johnston’s army near Bentonville.!
Turning, therefore, to the left wing, we find that it has been attacked by
the enemy, who has gained a temporary advantage, capturing three of Car-
lin's guns and driving back his two advanced brigades. General Williams,
however, is aware of the danger which threatens him in its full extent, and
promptly brings up his whole force, with which, behind hasli]y-constrl.'mtc(]
barricades, he assumes the defensive, knowing that Sherman will bring the
whole right wing, if necessary, to his assistance. i
While Hardee had been fighting Sherman near Averysborough, Johnston
was concentrating his medley army at Smithfield, and immediately after
| that action moved forward with great rapidity, intending to strike and over-
' whelm Slocum’s army before it could be relieved by re-enforcements from
Howard. “But,” says Sherman, “he ‘reckoned without his host.” T had
| expected just such a movement all the way from Fayetteville, and was pre-
| pared for it.” During the night of the 19th Slocum got up bis wagon train,
| with the two divisions guarding it, and Hazen's division of the Fifteenth
‘-‘ Corps, and made his position impregnable, Johnston could only effect his
| purpose by placing his whole army between Sherman’s two wings, which
| would, under the circumstances, have proved his ruin. Ilis cavalry, of
| course, was unable to cut off communication with Howard. Logan’s corps,
therefore, approached Bentonville without serious resistance, compelling
Johnston to refuse his left flank and intrench. Thus the Confederate army
was put upon the defensive on the 20th, having three corps of Sherman’s
army in his front, and unassailable, Johnston’s flanks were well protected
by swamps, and as it was not Sherman’s purpose to fight a battle here, un-
less forced to do so, the Federal army simply continued to hold its position
in the enemy’s front. The next day, March 21st, Schofield entered Golds-
| borough with little opposition, and Terry counected with Blair's corps_at
Cox's Bridge, on the Neuse, so that, stretching from Goldsborough arofhd
to Bentonville, Sherman had now under his command an army of 100,000
men in an impregnable position. Johnston very sensibly, therefore, re-
treated to Smithficld before his retreat could be cut off by a portion of this
immense army. The Federal loss at Bentonville amounted in the aggregate
| to 1646. Johnston’s loss must have been at least 3000 men, including the
prisoners which he left to be captured when he abandoned his intrench-
ments.

The objeets of the Carolina campaign had been accomplished in the full
possession of Goldsborough, with its two railroads leading to Beaufort and
Wilmington. By the 25th of March Sherman’s army was concentrated at
| Goldsborough, and his line of communication with Newbern and Morehead
| City was firmly established. The co-operative movements which had been
conducted while Sherman was marching, by Generals Terry, Foster, and
Schofield, next invite our attention.

! Johnston's army had not yet been joined hy Hoke's command, some 9000 strong. The Con-
foderate force at Bentonville consisted of Stewhrt’s and Cheatham's corps from Hood's old army,
| together amomnting to about 10,000 men ; of Hardee's force from Charleston, H000 strong, and of
\ Wade Hampton's cavalry, numbering about 5000, This made up an army of about 24,000 men,

!
<
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CHAPTER LIL
RECOVERY OF THE ATLANTIC COAST.
1. WILMINGTON.

Capture of Plymouth.—Lieutenant Cushing’s Expedition for the Destruction of the Albemarle. —
Naval Actions in North Carolina Sounds.—Organization of the First Expedition for the Capture
of Wilmington.—Delays.—Butler's Powder-boat Strategy.—IHis Connection with the Expedi-
tion,—Explosion of the Powder-boat.—Bombardment of Fort Fisher.—Re-enforcements re-
ceived by the Enemy.—Landing of Butler's Forces.—Weitzel advises against an Assault.—Re-
embarkation and Withdrawal of the Troops.—Causes of Failure.—Butler relieved of Command.
—The Second Expedition.—Terry in Command.—Plan of Attack.—Assault and Capture of Fort
Fisher,—Explosion of the Magazine.—Schofield comes East with the Twenty-third Corps.—
Assumes command of the North Carolina Department,—Operations against Wilmington.—
Capture of the City,

T the beginning of 1865 only three important positions on the Atlantic
and Gulf coasts east of the Mississippi were retained by the Confeder-
ates— Wilmington, Charleston, and Mobile. Of these, Wilmington alone af-
forded an outlet for even a partial and restricted commerce with Europe.
On the last day of October, 1864, Plymouth, near the mouth of the Roan-
oke River—a town which had been captured from the Federals early in the
year—had been surrendered. Though the possession of this place was of
no vital importance, yet the gallant exploit of Lieutenant W. B. Cushing,

HARPER'S HISTORY OF THE GREAT REBELLION.

[OcroBER, 1864,

W. B. CUSHING,

which led to its surrender, is so memorable as an instance both of a heroism
which Ras never been surpassed, and of a snccess which, gained as it was by
a single hand, stands unparalleled in the annals of war, that it can not here
be forgotten.

In the spring of 1864, the Federal forces had met with several reverses on
the North Carolina coast. On the 1st of February, the Confederate General
G. E. Pickett captured the Federal outpost at Bachelor's Creek, eight miles
from Newbern, with a considerable number of prisoners. During the fol-
lowing night, a party of the enemy in barges captured the United States
steamer Underwriter, lying in the Neuse River, and covering the Newbern
fortifications. Surprising the garrison at Plymouth on the 17th of April,
the Confederates, after a severe struggle, captured that town on the 20th.
This was accompanied by the co-operation of the Confederate iroa-clad ram
Albemarle, which, descending the river, sunk the Federal gun-boat South-
field. The Miami, the only other national gun-boat off Plymouth, with-

i
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THE BASSACUS BAMMING THE ALBEMARLE

drew. General Wessels, thus cut off from communication with the fleet in
Albemarle Sound, surrendered the town, with 1600 men and 25 guns, to
General Hoke. "Washington, at the head of Pamlico River, was evacuated
by the Federals in the latter part of the same month, the town having been
previously burned by some soldiers of the Seventeenth Massachusetts and
Fifteenth Connecticut Regiments.

Albemarle Sound was still held by the national gun-boats. But besides
the Albemarle, other Confederate rams were being prepared to recover the
naval supremacy of the North Carolina sounds. Captain Melancthon Smith
was accordingly sent to assume command in these sounds, with several
double-enders. On the afterncon of May 6th the Albemarle came out of
the Roanoke, followed by the Bombshell, a small armed tender, and engaged
the national fleet collected together off the mouth of the river. A brisk
little fight followed. The gun-boats succeeded in dodging the ram, but
their guns made no impression. About five o'clock the Sassacus, watching
her opportunity, struck the enemy behind her starboard beam, causing her
to careen until her deck was washed by the waves. In this position the
two vessels remained for some time, and prompt assistance on the part of
one of the larger gun-boats might have accomplished the destruction of
the Albemarle. Before'this was effected the ram swung clear of the Sas-
sacus, and, maintaining the fight until dark, retreated up the river, leaving
her tender, the Bombshell, behind in the hands of the Federals. She ap-
peared again on the 24th, but did not venture to renew the contest. The
next day a bold attempt was made by a party of five volunteers from the
gun-boat Wyalusing to destroy the Albemarle by means of a torpedo, but
proved unsuccessful. Thus the affair rested, so far as the Albemarle was
concerned, through the summer of 1864.

Notwithstanding the failure of the expedition to blow up the Albemarle
in May, Lieatenant Cushing thought the thing practicable, and formed a
scheme for accomplishing this object, which, having been submitted to Ad-

|

miral Lee, he was permitted to carry out. Ile had formed his plan in June,
at which time he was commanding the Mouticello. Proceeding to New
York, he, in conjunction with Admiral Gregory, Captain Boggs, and Chief
Engineer W. W. Wood, applied to one of the new steam pickets a torpedo
arrangement, which had been invented by Wood, and then returned to the
Sound. The Albemarle was lying off Plymouth at its moorings, and formed
the defense of that town. On the night of October 27th, with a select crew
of 18 men, six of whom were officers, he proceeded up the river with his
engine of destruction. The distance to Plymouth was eight miles. Passing
the Confederate picket stationed on the wreck of the Southfield, a mile be-
low the town, without causing alarm, he found the ram protected with a
boom of pine logs 30 feet from her side. As the party approached, it en-
countered a fire from the enemy’s infantry on shore, to which the howitzer
from Cushing’s boat replied. Almost at the same moment the boat ran its
bows against the logs guarding the ram. With his own hands Lieutenant
Cushing fixed the torpedo in its proper position. *The torpedo boom,”
says Cushing, “ was then lowered, and I succeeded in diving the torpedo
under the overhang, and exploding it at the same time that the Albemarle’s
gun was fired. A shot seemed to go crashing through my boat, and a dense
mass of water rushed in from the torpedo, filling the launch and completely
disabling her. The enemy then continued his fire at 15 feet range, and de-
manded our surrender, which I twice refused, ordering the men to save
themselves, and removing my overcoat and shoes. Springing into the river,
I swam, with others, into the middle of the stream, the rebels failing to hit
us.” The ram had been destroyed by the torpedo, but the necessity of im-
mediate flicht had prevented Cushing from observing the extent and effi-
ciency of his work. All but one of the party accompanying him met death
or capture. Cushing escaped, with a bullet in his wrist, by floating down
the river, hid himself among the woods on the bank, and finally found a

| skiff, in which, after eight hours paddling, he reached the Valley City on the

DESTRUOTION OF THE ALBEMABLE,
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night of the 30th. The next day Plymouth was surrendered to the naval
squadron.
i e : s
The capture of Wilmington would have been undertaken in the earlier
stages of the war if it could have been accomplished by a naval force alone.

to be postponed until the autumn of 1864. In September—after the cap-
ture of Atlanta, and while the Federal army under Meade was besieging
Petersburg, waiting its own opportunity and the accomplishment of Sher-
man’s plans in the West—it was thought forces could be spared from But-
ler’s Army of the James to co-operate with the Navy Department in the re-
duction of Fort Fisher and the capture of Wilmington.

The naval preparations were promptly made, and it was intended that
Vice-Admiral Farragut, then operating on the Gulf Coast, should have com-

the impaired health of that distinguished officer, and the command was as-
signed to Rear Admiral Porter, who had been identified with the most im-
portant naval victories of the West. After considering the subject, Porter
offered to take Fort Fisher in three days if he eould have all the heaviest
frigates, with 300 guns, and a co-operative military force of 13,000 men.!
Upon consultation with Grant, the latter said he could not then detach so
large a force, but could raise it within 24 hours after Porter had assembled
his fleet. No definite time was fixed for the expedition, but it was expected
to move by the middle of October. In the mean time Grant collected what
information he could about Cape Fear River, with maps and charts, and
placed this in the hands of General Weitzel, commanding the Eighteenth
Corps, to whom, with General Butler’s knowledge, the command of the mili-
tary force was assigned. As the enemy had in some way been informed of
the expedition, it was postponed, but the preparations for it were continued.
The small force which Grant could detach rendered it necessary that the
attack should be a surprise. The War Department had proposed General
Gillmore as the military commander, but to this Grant objected on the
ground that he had shown timidity on a former occasion, and appointed
Weitzel.

RECOVERY OF THE ATLANTIC COAST.—WILMINGTON.

General Butler took a great interest in this affair. It was to be carried |

out by his own troops, and within the limits of his own department. Gen-
eral Grant preferred that he should not participate in the expedition, but
did not choose to interfere, though strict military propriety would have die-
tated Butler’s remaining with the larger portion of his army instead of fol-
lowing a detachment which had been already assigned to an able com-
mander. General Butler’s chief interest in the affair was connected with a
novel experiment which he had suggested for blowing up Fort Fisher by
the explosion near it of 200 or 800 tons of powder. Ie had heard of the
destruction caused by the explosion of a large quantity of gunpowder at
Erith, England. The remarkable effect of this explosion for many miles
around led him to speculate as to the possibility of destroying military for-
tifications by similar means. He had first proposed this matter to General

Grant in connection with Charleston, which he wanted to blow up with a |

vessel loaded with 1000 tons of powder. But Grant was skeptical as to the
effect of such an experiment. About the time the Fort Fisher expedition

was ready to start, Butler again broached his gunpowder plot. Some high |

authorities had come to his support. Grant referred the matter to Colonel
Comstock, of his staff, who reported that the explosion of 300 or 400 tons
of powder out at sea would do no damage. General Delafield, Chief En-
gineer, said the explosion would have about the same effect on the fort that
firing feathers from muskets would have on the enemy. The Navy Depart-
ment and Admiral Porter looked upon the scheme with more favor. Gen-
eral Butler himself was perfectly confident of success. Grant therefore con-
sented to the experiment, but would have no waiting for the powder-boat.

Sherman was at this time in the heart of Georgia, and the enemy, having
nearly recovered from his apprehensions of an attack on Wilmington, had
left a very small force at Fort Fisher in order to assist in impeding Sher-
man’'s march. This was the time to strike. Butler having determined to
join the expedition to see that the powder-boat was properly exploded,
General Grant ordered him to get off with 6500 men, General Weitzel to
have the immediate command. Still Grant had no idea that Butler would
go with the expedition until the latter passed his headquarters on the way
to Fortress Monroe,2 Of course, as a matter of military courtesy, all orders

' ST think it was about the 20th of September last that I was on my way to Cairo to resume
my command of the Mississippi squadron.  Secretary Welles sent me word to meet him that even-
ing at Mr. Blair’s. T had arranged to leave for the West the next morning. I went to Mr. Blair's,
and found Secretary Welles and Assistant Secretary Fox, who had a number of charts of Cape Fear
River, which were spread ont for examination. Secretary Welles said that he thought it most im-
portant that some attempt shou’d be made to get possession of Cape Fear River; that he had al-
ways been in favor of making the attempt, and had, time and time again, invited the co-operation
of the army for that purpose, but had received no enconragement. He said he thought there was
then a prospect of getting troops for that purpose, and asked me what was my opinion about the

matter. 1 told him I had never seen Cape Fear River, and knew nothing about the defenses the |
rebels had erected there. He said he would put me in possession of all the papers he had from |
Adiral Farragut, Admiral Lee, and others who had investigated the subject, and then let me give |

my opinion about it. I read over carefully all the papers, and examined the charts. Admiral Iee
decided most positively that the place conld not be taken with 50,000 men, it was so strong; and
Admiral Farragut decided that we had not ships in the navy to do any thing with it, Under these
circumstances, I told the secretary that T should require time to eonsider this matter. I went back
to the secretary the néxt morning, and told him that if he would give me the force I named,
would promise to take the fort in three days. That was encouraging to him, for his whole heart

was bent upon the matter. . . . . T told him I wanted 300 guns on board ship, and :!‘ll the heav-
iest frigates . . . . . that it would require 13,000 men to land with intrenching tools."—Porter’s

Testimony before the Committee on the Conduct of the War: Fort Fisher, p. 88.

2 At City Point Butler met Grant, and explained his presence with the expedition. e said :
“This expedition is a matter of very grave responsibility. (T had known Admiral Porter somewhat
in the Mississippi River. (ieneral Weitzel and himself, I had understood, had some little differ-
ence upon the report as to the damage done by Admiral Porter’s bombardment to Fort Jackson
and St. Philip.) General Weitzel is a very able general, but a very young man. I am anxious to

see this powder experiment go on and succeed, for it is a very grave one; and I think I had better |

go with the expedition, to take the responsibility off General Weitzel, being an older officer,"—

8 X
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f(‘)r Weitzel had passed through General Butler. On the 4th of December
(J?'fllit had telegraphed to the latter to get the expedition off without delay
with or without the powder-boat. Instead of moving directly, Butler ope}l;

| ed a telegraphic correspondence with Porter : ir ¢ i »
e . s i -5 X OTTes - about their “ little experiment.”
But military co-operation was : ahle s SRS I B S B e ) ; Xperiment.
_t military co-operation was 111dl:~p_0nsablc, and the instant, ever-pressing | He issued his orders for the movement to Geeneral Weitzel on the 6th. The
need of the military forces on more important fields caused the expedition

next day thirteen of the transports were ready. © Four—and those the largest
—were yet to arrive. On the 10th Butler had reached Fortress Montlz'oé
and telegraphed to General Grant that he was waiting for the navy. Porter"
was waiting at Norfolk for the powder-boat. He left Hampton Roads on
the 13th. The powder-boat had on board 200 tons of powder, and was to
receive 90 tons more at Beaufort. “She has delayed us a liulc," writes
Porter to Butler before starting, “and our movements had to depend on
her” Butler’s transports arrived off’ Masonborough Inlet, eighteen miles

, Rort Richar a 1K m : ‘
! at . th . ) ! from Fort Fisher, on the 15th. The next day Porter reached Beaufort, and
mand of this branch of the expedition. This was impossible on account of

off that point wrote to Butler that he would start for the rendezvous (twenty-
five miles east of Cape Fear River) the next day, and, in case of fair weather,
would be able to blow up the powder-boat on the night of the 18th. Butler
was not ready to land, and the weather did not ])l’(;l‘]]isc favorably ; it was
therefore agreed to postpone the explosion. In the mean time, Butler re-
tm'pcd to Beaufort for a fresh supply of coal and provisions. Porter re-
mained with the fleet at the appointed rendezvous, and rode out the gale,
which was one of unusual violence. His vessels, however, seem to have got
in sight of Fort Fisher, for on the 20th their presence was reported to Gen-
eral IToke. But for the delay occasioned by the powder-boat, the three days
of fine weather (the 16th, 17th, and 18th) would have been improved, the
troops would have been landed without difficulty, the enemy surprised, and
Fort Fisher captured. |

THE POWDEBR-BOAT LOUIBIANA,

Finally, the mountain gave birth to the mouse. On the night of the 23«
the powder-boat was exploded at a distance from Fort Fisher of 830 yards.
Not a Federal gun-boat or transport dared venture an approach nearer than
to a point twelve miles from the scene, and even at a much greater distance
the steam in the boilers was lowered to prevent disaster. But, after all, the
effect was insignificant. It is true, the explosion was heard at the fort, but
it was there supposed that some unfortunate gun-boat had got aground, and
been blown up to prevent its falling into the hands of the enemy. The
Louisiana had been chosen for this experiment, and had on board, at the
time of the explosion, 285 tons of powder. Commander A.C. Rhind had
charge of the affair, and associated with him in this perilous service were
Lieutenant Assistant Engineer A, T. Mullan, of the Agawam, Paul Boyden,
acting master's mate, and seven men. Undoubtedly the effect of the explo-
sion would have been very great if the powder had been properly confined,
and if the fuses could have been so arranged that the ignition of the whole
mass of powder would be instantaneous. As it was, there were four distinet
explosions, and a large amount of the powder was blown away before it ig-
nited.! But,in any case, the experiment ought to have been inciden tal; and
Butler and Porter, in making it so prominent a matter, disregarded General
Grant’s instructions.

It was designed that the troops should be ready to land as soon as pos-
sible after the powder-boat explosion. But General Butler was delayed in
collecting water, coals, and other supplies, and did not come up until ;]w
evening of the 24th, and then with only a few of his transports. Admiral
Porter had that morning (11 30 A.M.) commenced the bombardment of
Fort Fisher from a fleet of naval vessels, surpassing in numbers and equip-
ments any which had assembled during the war.2 The attack was made

Butler before Committee,p. 11, Th# explanation would never have been given if Butler had not
felt its necessity to account for his presence with the expedition. Itis a «:mu‘-‘]nsn'e corraboration
of Grant's statement that he was surprised to see Butler on the \\'z}_\' to ] ort Fisher,

1 Qee Gieneral Butler's and A. C. Rhind’s testimony he{'m‘c the Committee.

? Porter's haste in exploding the powder vessel, and in commencing tl|_c:- Immh:lrd»mf.‘nt nn‘ the
morning of the 24th, before the land force was ready to (rﬁf?l'k‘l‘ﬂ_fc» filiibic to }'tvl\fldt‘mlvlu feel-
ing. On the night of the 28d Butler sent his staff officer, Captain ( lfllkt':t!_) visit Porter, 1.“”1 in-
form the latter that the transports would arrive the next duy. General Weitzel, in his testimony,
says: *“ Captain Clarke returned just before we left the harbor, and reported that the ndm‘n';xl ?mdv
said he would explode the powder vessel during t.he. night of }'rn.lﬂ_\'. :II-l(l f'(».mm.e!u_-v the :'le('k' as
soon thereafter as possible. It was a question of tl|.<m|<sm||_ht?t\\m-n us, W hile sailing tn\\;-xrd I\}*\]\
Inlet, whether the admiral would commence the attack before we were there to co-operate with
him. Several—I think General Butler among the number—doubted that he would do so. I did
not doubt it, having been with the admiral on two or ﬂ_n'cc previous (i):pt‘fhlmn# _____ AI-I*U)‘U“i
the opinion expressed on board our vess o by several officers when it was found that the DAY 388
made the attack as they did. There was one officer who particularly surprised me by expressing
the opinion he did. He said that he believed Admiral Porter made the attack in the way he divll
1fle could knock the fort all to pieces, and would thus get all the (-]'e.dn of tuk-
e way of expressing his opinions.

beeause he believed iec
ing it to himself. This officer is generally very quiet in th
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with thirty-seven vessels, five of which were |

iron-clads; and, besides these, there was a re- S ,

serve force of nineteen vessels.! The main at- i Lt :

tack was made with the iron-clads and seven ' 5

other vessels on the land face of the fort. | : |

The fleet had upward of 500 guns, . g | il
Fort Fisher is situated on Federal Point, - g i “\‘n“w

on the north bank and at the mouth of Cape | E = i'if 1}‘[1*}:“‘

Fear River, 20 miles below Wilmington, Thé | 3 i o i

original plan of the expedition, as proposed : 2

in September, 1864, contemplated the passage 2

of the fleet by the fort up the Cape Fear River. |

This had been abandoned on account of its im- g

practicability. The channel was intricate, and gl

was commanded by strong forts. It was also Ell

full of torpedoes. It was extremely difficult Bl

to cross the bar except at high tide, and even
when this was accomplished it was unsafe for
the vessels to enter without good pilots, or
until the channel had been buoyed and the
torpedoes removed. The only way in which
the fort could be reduced was to land troops
north of the work, and then either assault or
lay siege to it. It was an earth-work mount-
ing over 40 guns, and though the Jatter might
be dismounted or silenced, the work itself
could not be materially injured by a bom-
bardment.? This fort, probably the strongest
which had been attacked during the war, was
manned on the 18th of December by a garri-
son of 677 men, under General W. H. C, W hi-
ting; Colonel Lamb, who had himself erected
the greater portion of the work, being second
in command. ‘Within five miles of the fort,
at Sugar Loaf, was a reserve force of 800 men.?
On the 20th the alarm had been given, and
on the 22d the advance of General Hoke's di-
vision reached Wilmington, and re-enforce-
ments were rapidly sent to Sugar Loaf. Thus,
on the 23d, the garrison of the fort was in-
ereased to 1087 men.*

Very little damage was done to Fort Fisher
by the bombardment on the 24th. Twenty-
three of the garrison were wounded, all but
three only slightly. Five gun-carriages were

CF ‘opwiojo))
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The distance between Fort Fisher and Beanfort Harbor
was about seventy miles. Porter's explanation of his prompt
attack is this: “* Captain Clarke said he could make four-
teen miles an hour. This would bring him in five hours
to Beaufort, with information to Géneral Butler as to the
precise time of the explosion of the powder-boat (1 30 A. M.
on the 24th), Butler would therefore have plenty of time
to reach Fort Fisher before the commencement of his at-
tack, at 11 30 A.M.” But it seems Butler, although start.
ing from Beanfort when Clarke returned, did not reach the
fleet until night. It is clear, therefore, that Admiral Por-
ter took too much for granted. If he had waited till the
night of the 24th for the explosion of the powder-boat, and
given Butler prompt notice of this—as he could have done
through Captain Clarke—then Butler would have been on
hand with the transports, and the attack, taking place on
the 25th, would have been a combined one of the navy and
army. 'The reader, however, should understand that, as the |
affair turned out, this lack of combination on the 24th had
nothing whatever to do with the failure of the expedition.

! The five iron-clads were the New Ironsides, Canoni-
cus, Monadnock, Saugus, and Mahopac. The four last
were turreted monitors.

* The following description of the fort is given by Gen-
eral Grant's engineer, Colonel Comstock : |

*The land front consists of a half bastion on the left or
Uape Fear River side, connected by a curtain with a bas-
tion on the ocean side. The parapet is 25 feet thick, aver-
ages 20 feet in height, with traverses rising 10 feet above it
and running back on their tops, which are from 8 to 12 feet
in thickness, to a distance of from 30 to 40 feet from the
interior crest. The traverses on the left half bastion are
about 25 feet in length on top. The earth for this heavy
parapet and the enormous traverses at their inner ends,
more than 30 feet in height, was obtained partly from a
shallow exterior ditch, but mainly from the interior of the
work. Between each pair of traverses there was one or
two guns. The traverses on the right of this front were
only partially completed. A palisade, which is loop-holed
and has a banquette, rans in front of this face, at a distance
of 50 feet in front of the exterior glope, from the Cape Fear
River to the ocean, with a position for a gun between the
left of the front and the river, and another between the right
of the front and the ocean. Through the middle traverse
on the curtain is a homb-proof postern, whose exterior open-
g is covered by a small redan for two field-pieces, to give
Hank-fire along the curtain, The traverses are generally
bomb-proofed for men or magazines. The slopes of the
work appear to have been reveted with marsh sodsyor cov-
ered with grass, and have an inclination of 45 degrees or
w-little Jess. . . . There were originally on this front 21
guns and three mortars. . . . The sea front consists of a
series of batteries, mounting in all 24 guns, the different
batteries being connected by a strong infantry parapet, so
as to form a continuous line. The same system of heavy
traverses for the protection of guns is used as on the land
tront, nnd these traverses are also generally bomb-proofed.”

* The Confederate Department of North Carolina was
under the command of General Bragg, as it had been since \
October, |

* These facts were stated by General Whiting after his |
capture, I
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THE MONITORS IN A GALE.

disabled, but this and every other injury done to the work was repaired
during the night.

The next day, the 25th, was at once Sabbath and Christmas. The bom-
bardment was renewed in the morning, and was more effective. The casnal-
ties in the fort were 46, three men being killed and nine mortally wounded.
Four gun-carriages and one 10-inch gun were disabled. While the bom-
' bardment was going on, and under cover of the fleet, the landing of the
troops began about noon. About this time Admiral Porter’s flag-ship came
alongside, Butler’s. After an exchanged greeting, the admiral hallooed
through his speaking-trumpet; “ There is not a rebel within five miles of
the fort. You have nothing to do but to land and take possession of it.”

The military force was 6500 strong, consisting of General Ames's division
of the Twenty-fourth Corps, and General Paine’s division of the Twenty-
fifth. Paine’s division consisted of colored troops. Between 2100 and 2300
men were landed. General Weitzel went with the first 500 (General Cur-
tis's brigade of Ames’s division) to reconnoitre. In advancing upon the
| fort about 800 prisoners were captured by the reconnoitring column. The
skirmishers were pushed up by General Curtis fo within 150 yards of the
| fort. 'Weitzel mounted an artificial knoll, and took a view of the fort. As
a defensive work, it did not appear to be injured by the terrific bombard-
ment which it had sustained, and which was still going on. He counted 16
guns, all in proper position, on the land face. Even the grass slopes of the
traverses and parapet remained unbroken, and their regular shapes undis-
turbed. The row of palisades in front of the ditch presented no opening.
‘“It was a stronger work,” he says, “than I had ever seen or heard of being
assailed during this war:” Weitzel remembered Fort Wagner; he recalled
| his experience in regard to assaults upon works not nearly so strong as this,
| and which had-all proved failures; he remembered, also, that he had been
appointed by General Grant to command the expedition instead of Gillmore
on the ground that the latter had once shown. timidity; that he himself
had just been appointed to a major generalship, and that his confirmation
depended largely upon his present conduet. He had every possible motive
for boldness. Yet he considered that it would be murder to assail the fort,
which, if skillfully defended (as he must assume it would be, knowing noth-
ing to the contrary), ought to repulse any attack which he could make; and
he advised General Butler against an assault. In the mean time another
brigade had landed, and Curtis's skirmishers advanced boldly up to the par-

TRANSPORT FLEET OFF FEDERAL POINT,
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fort, which had been shot down and fallen ontside the parapet. But this
exploit did not change Weitzel's opinion. He knew that a portion of an
assaulting column might even enter a fort, and yet the main body be re-
pulsed. Curtis’s advance had not been resisted, but this might be due either
to the severity of the bombardment or to a deliberate design on the part of
the garrison fo tempt an assault. Even if it was due to the bombardment,
the latter must cease at the moment of assault, and the garrison would
spring again to its guns, General Curtis thought that, if allowed to advance,
he could capture the fort. But as there was no well understood and skill.
fally arranged plan of attack, and no feint to cover his operations, it is very

Hospital _ ~

‘ g
i
o OaNEY,

RECOVERY OF THE ATLANTIC COAST.—WILMINGTON. 729

apet. One man crept through the palisade and brought off the flag of the |

General Butler thereupon proceeded to re-embark his troops. He gives

| two reasons for taking this step. In the first place, a storm was approach-

ing, and he feared that it would be impossible to supply his troops on the
shore. In the second place, a considerable force of the enemy was on his
right flank at Sugar Loaf and he thought that, under these circumstances,
the position was untenable. There was nothing in the way of his landing
the remainder of his force, and nothing prevented the landing of supplies
until midnight.! The fleet would probably outride the gale, and would see
to it that his force was supplied and protected against attack. Besides, Gen-
eral Butler had been ordered by General Grant to remain if he effected a
landing® The question of immediate assanlt was left to his discretion ; but,

FORT FISHER i |

MoundBattery

MAP OF FORT FISHEER.

. .  avery ms ivi i allepe > re-embarkation
probable that, if General Curtis’s force had even entered the fort, every man | giving due weight to the reasons alleged by Butler for the re-emb

of it would have been captured.!

' The statement made by General Whiting, who was captured in the second attack on Fort
Fisher, certainly confirms the wisdom of (zeneral Weitzel’s opimion. He says that **the garrison
Was in no instance driven from its guns, and fired in return, according to orders, slowly and delib-

erately, 662 shot and shells ;” that on the land front 19 guns were in posiion, and the palisade was |

in perfect order; and that, while it was possible that 3000 or 6000 men might have carried the
work by assault, such an event was not probable. ¢ The work,” he adds, *“was very strong, the
garrison in good spirits, and ready ; and the fire on the approaches (the assaulting column having
1o cover) wonld have been extraordinarily heavy. In addition to the heavy guns, I had a battery
of Napoleons, on which I placed great reliance, The palisade alone would have been a most for-
midable obstacle,” 4

In his official report he says: “During the day [the 25th] the enemy landed a largre force, and
at half past four advanced a Iine of skirmishers on the left flank of the second curtain, the fleet at the

8Y

of his troops, it was clearly a disobedience of orders. It 1% a curious fac!
that, although Weitzel was understood to have the immediate COmm_mld of
the expedition, he never saw the orders issued by General G}'apt for its con-
duct, and was not aware, until some time afterward, of Grant’s intention that
the land force should maintain its position after landing.?

LI T el P TR ARG S =
same time making a concentrated and tremendous enfilading fire upon the curtain. The gan l;ml.i
8 r r NTOE 3 8 1§
however, at the proper moment, when the fire slackened to allow the .|.|\|nn.1rh.f,\f the enemy’s land
force, drove them off with grape and musketry ; at dark the enemy withdrew.
o p - ; 2 y R gl 0
! See Captain Alden’s testimony,— Committee Report, p. 60. .
: ky . L4 e " -
? See General Weitzel's testimony. He says (Committee Report, p. 79) : ““The order of Gen

eral Grant to General Butler, which I saw published in the papers—I never saw the original of the
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LANDING OF TROOPS ABOYE FORT FISILER,

Thus the expedition failed, and the failure was due to mismanagement.
It had been delayed, in the first place, until the enemy had gained time for
re-enforcement. There was no well:arranged plan of attack. And there
was no attempt made to maintain the position secured by the military force
on Federal Point.) The loss in life, however, had been slight. Upw':uﬂ of
forty casualties occurred in the navy from the bursting of 100-1b. Parrott
guns on several of the vessels, The loss thus caused was greater than that
inflicted by the enemy.

The popular disappointment which followed the failure of an expedition
from which, chiefly on account of the extent of the naval foree, so much had
been expected, was diversified with the mutnal recriminations between the
army and navy commanders. But these find no proper place in history.
The Committee on the Conduct of the War (Benjamin F. Wade, chairman)
investigated the affair, and acquitted General Butler of blame.  But General

order—stated that in certain cases he was to intrench and hold his position, and co-operate with
the navy in the reduction of the fort. General Grant said to me the other night that when he
ordered the expedition to sail he knew that Wilmington and the works there were nearly devoid
of troops, and he thonght if we moved down there and landed quickly, the mere effect of landing
the troops, together with the presence of such a fleet, would be to compel them to surrender, But
i conseruence of the delay the enemy got troops down there. But he said that his intention was.
after we had made a landing there, finding that it was not possible to assault, that General Butler
should intrench there.”

Question. ** What was there to prevent compliance with such an order 2"

Answer. ** There was nothing to prevent a compliance with it. There would have been diffi-
culties to contend with at that season of the year. The Janding of supplies would have been one
difficulty ; the annoyance from the rebel gun-boats in the river would have been another. But
they might, and probably would have been driven off by our artillery. , . . . If I had had the
instructions that General Grant gave to General Butler . . . . I would have intrenched and re-
mained there. . . . . No matter what the difficulties were, that order would have covered him from
any consequences.”

General Grant testifies (ibidem, p. 54):  There is no question that General Butler could have
remained, in obedience to my instructions ; but I do not think he was guided by them ; I do not
think he paid any particular attention to them.”

' The following correspondence passed between General Butler and Admiral Porter just after
the re-embarkation :

General Butler writes: * Upon landing the troops and making a thorough reconnoissance of
Fort Fisher, both General Weitzel and myself ave fully of the opinion that the place conld not be
carried by assault, as it was left substantially uninjured as a defensive work by the navy fire. We
found seventeen guns protected by traverses, two only of which were dismounted, bearing up the
beach and covering a strip of land, the only practicable route, not more than wide enough for a
thousand men in line of battle.

** Having captured Flag-pond I1ill Battery, the garrison of which, sixty-five men and two com-
missioned officers, were taken off by the navy, we also captured Half-moon Battery and seven offi-
cers and 218 men of the Third North Carolina Junior Reserves, including its commander, from
whom [ learned that a portion of Hoke's division, consisting of I{irkland’s and Haygood's brigades,
liad been sent from the lines before Richmond on Tuesday last, arriving at Wilmington Friday
night,

*“ General Weitzel advanced his skirmish line within fifty yards of the fort, while the garrison
was kept in their bomb-proofs by the five of the navy, and so closely that three or four of the men
of the picket line ventured upon the parapet and through the sally-port of the work, capturing a
horse, which they brought off, killing the orderly, who was the bearer of a dispatch from the chief
of artillery of General Whiting to bring a light battery within the fort, and also brought away from
the parapet the flag of the fort.

*“This was done while the shells of the navy were falling about the heads of the daring men
who entered the work, and it was evident, as soon as the fire of the navy ceased because of the
darkness, that the fort was fully manned again, and opened with grape and canister upon our picket
line.

*“Finding that nothing but the operations of a regular siege, which did not come within my in-
structions, would reduce the fort, and in view of the threatening aspect of the \\'Q:lthﬂ}', wind rising
from the southeast, rendering it impossible to make farther landing through the surf, I caused the
troops, with their prisoners, to re-embark, and see nothing farther that can be done by the land
forces. I shall therefore sail for Hampton Roads as soon as the transport fleet can be got in order.

** My engineers and ofticers report Fort Fisher to me as substantially uninjured as a defensive
work,”

To'this Porter replies : s

“I heg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, the substance of which was
communicated to me by General Weitzel last night. ‘ =

I have ordered the largest vessels to proceed off Beaufort and fill up with ammunition, to be
ready for another attack, in case it is decided to proceed with this matter by making other ar-
rangements, a3 .

*“We have not commenced firing rapidly yet, and could keep any rebels inside from showing
their heads until an assaulting column was within twenty yards of the works. .

I wish some more of your gallant fellows had followed the officer who took the flag from the
Parapet, and the brave fellow who brought the horse ont from the fort. I think they would have
Tound it an easier conquest than is supposed. w

“I do not, however, pretend to place ‘my opinion in opposition to General W mrzvl._ whom I
know to be an accomplished soldier and engineer, and whose opinion has great \_"Nﬁl” with me.

L will look out that the troops are all off in safety. We will have a west wind presently, and
& smooth beach about three o'clock, when sufficient boats will be sent for them,

** The prisoners now on board the Sautiago de Cuba will be delivered to the provost-marshal at
Fortress Monroe, unless you wish to take them on board one of the transports, which would be in-
tonvenient just now,”

Grant gave hLis own decision in another way by relieving General Butler of
his command of the Army of the James.

Admiral Porter determined to remain until a more efficient military com-
mander should be sent to co-operate with him. He even proposed to take
the fort with his sailors.

While the altercation oceasioned by the first attack on Fort Fisher was
going on, a second expedition was organized, in which the command of the
military force was assigned to Major General Alfred H.Terry, who, after
the death of General D. B. Birney, stood next to Weitzel in the Army of the
James. His command was the same as that with which Butler had sailed,
with & single brigade added, bringing its number up to about 8000 men.
General Terry, though not a graduate of West Point, had carefully studied
the art of war theoretically and practically.

Porter, after experimenting on Fort Fisher for two or three days subse-
quent to Butler's departure, had returned to Fortress Monroe, where he was
Jjoined by Terry before the middle of January. On the 12th of that month
the combined expedition reached New Inlet, and the next day the troops
were landed. General Whiting and Colonel Lamb still commanded the gar-
rison, which now numbered 2500 men, more than double the force which
had confronted Butler. At 2 P.M. on the 18th the debarkation was com-
pleted, and the bombardment commenced again, and was more precise and
effective than in the first attack. The garrison were driven from their guns,
which were soon silenced, and many of them disabled. All night the bom-
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bardment went on, giving the enemy no opportunity to repair injuries. On
the 14th the fleet continued the battle with the silent fort, its efforts being
chiefly directed to dismount the guns. In the mean time preparations were
made for the assault, which was to take place on the afternoon of the 15th.
Up to this time shot and shell from 500 guns had been beating upon the
earth-work, doing the work itself little damage, but breaking the palisade
and dismounting its guns. About 1400 sailors and marines had landed, and
were to participate in the assault, the plan of which had been most skillfully
arranged. The marines and sailors were t0 attack the sea-face of the fort,
while Terry’s three brigades should carry the land front. The assault by
the sailors was to be covered by an intrenched party on the beach. A per-
fect system of signals was agreed upon between the military commander and
the admiral. No precaution was neglected, no measure overlooked which
would assist in securing suceess.

At 8 P.M. the preconcerted signal was given for the commencement of the
assanlt. and the admiral turned his guns from the parapet and against the
upper batteries (on the centre mound). The attack by the marines appears
to have been mistaken by the garrison for the main assault. The intrench-
ed party of sharp-shooters did not well cover the advance of the sailors, and
the latter were repulsed, losing Lieutenants Preston and Porter, who were
bravest among the brave.! In the mean while the soldiers had gained the
northeastern rampart. The guns of the fleet were turned upon the trav-
erses, while the brave men of Terry’s command fought their way from trav-
erse to traverse,2overpowering the garrison, and driving it back to the Mound
Battery. Both Generals Whiting and Lamb had been wounded. Dispirit-
ed by the loss of their leaders, the Confederates were easily driven from their
last refuge, and the entire command surrendered, with 75 guns. The fight-
ing had been desperate, and had lasted from 3 o'clock till 10 P.M. The

! K. R. Breese thus alludes to the death of these gallant officers in a special report :
e North Atlantic Squadron, U, 8, Flag Ship Malvern, off Fort Fisher, January 18, 1865.

“ Apmirar,—In my report of the assanlt on Fort Fisher I have scarcely mentioned the names
and services of Lieutenant S. W, Preston, your flag-lientenant, and Lieutenant B. II. Porter, your
flag-captain, thinking that by a little delay [ might the more do justice, yet I seem to feel that im-
possible in me.  Freston, after accomplishing most splendidly the work assigned him by yon, which
was both dangerous and laborious, under constant fire, came to me, as my aid, for orders, showing
no flagging of spirit or body, and returning from the rear, whither he had been sent, fell among the
foremost at the front, as he had lived the thorongh embodiment of a United States naval officer.
Porter, conspicuous by his figure and uniform, as well as by his great gallantry, claimed the right
to lead the headmost column with the Malvern’s men he had taken with him, carrying your flag,
and fell at its very head. Two more noble spirits the world never saw, nor had the navy ever two
more intrepid men.  Young, talented, and handsome, the bravest of the brave, pure in their lives,
surely their names deserve something more than a passing mention, and are worthy to be handed
down to posterity with the greatest and best of naval heroes.

“Were you not o well acquainted with their characters I should deem it my duty to speak of
their high merits; but as chief of your staff, to which they belonged, T must speak of their won-
derful singleness of purpose to do their whole duty; always most cheerful and willing, desirous of
undertaking any thing which might redound to the credit of the service, giving me at all times the
most ready assistance in my duties, combining with their intelligence a ready perception as to the
best mode of accomplishing their orders, the country has lost two such servants as could illy be
spared, and your staff its brightest ornaments.

“ Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

K. R. BrEESE,
‘ Fleet Captain, North Atlantic Squadron.
¢ Roar-Admiral DAvip D. Porrrr, Commanding North Atlantic Squadron.”
2 ¢ These traverses,” says Admiral Porter, ‘“are immense bomb-proofs, about sixty feet long,
fifty feet wide, and twenty feet high—seventeen of them in all, being on the northeast face. Be-
tween each traverse, or bomb-proof, are one or two heavy guns. The fighting lasted until ten

o'clock at night, the Fronsides and Monitors firing through the traverses in advance of our troops,
and the level strip of land called Federal Point being enfiladed by the ships to prevent re-enforce-
ments reaching the rebels.”
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Federal loss in Terry’s command was 110 killed and 536 wounded, includ-
ing among the latter all three of the brigade commanders engaged in the
assanlt—Generals Curtis, Bell, and Pennybacker. The casualties in the
fleet amonunted to 809, making a total loss of nearly 1000 men.

In a great degree this success had been due to surprise, or rather to an
attack made in an unexpected quarter with the main column. This col-
umn, advancing out of the woods, suddenly approached the western extrem-
ity of the land front, and one brigade (Bell’s) charged along a narrow cause-
way in the face of four guns.! Nothing, however, was accomplished by the
second expedition which might not, under good management, have been as
well accomplished by the first.

The next morning a sad event occurred, which to some extent marred the
cheer of victory. By some culpable negligence, the soldiers were allowed
to approach the magazine with lighted candles. In this way an explosion
was occasioned, resulting in the loss of about 200 men. Among the severe-
ly wounded was Colonel Alonzo Alden, of the One Hundred and Sixty-ninth
New York regiment.

As a result of the fall of Fort Fisher, the surrounding work—Fort Cas-
well, a large work at the West Inlet, mounting 29 guus, all the works on
Smith’s Island, those between Caswell and Smithville up to the battery on
Reeves’s Point, on the west side of the river, were abandoned. Including
the guns taken at Fort Fisher, 169 were captured in all.

The same day that Fort Fisher was assaulted and carried by Terry's troops,
Major General Schofield, with the Twenty-third Corps, 21,000 strong, left
Thomas’s army for the East. In February Schofield was appointed com-
mander of the Department of North Carolina, justicreated. Ie then com-
menced a campaign, the ultimate object of which was the occupation of
Goldshorough, in order to prepare for the arrival of Sherman’s army by
opening railway communication from that point with the sea-coast, and ac-
cumulating supplies. Wilmington was to be captured first, because it would
be a valuable auxiliary base to Morehead City if Sherman should reach
Goldsborough, and absolutely necessary in the event of Sherman’s concen-
trating his army farther south.

Schofield, with the Third division (J. D. Cox’s) of his corps, reached the
mouth of Cape Fear River on the 9th of February, landing near Fort Fisher.
Terry and Porter had already made the port of Wilmington useless to block-
ade runners. The former, still retaining his command, and having the co-
operation of the North Atlantic Squadron, held a line across the peninsula
two miles above Fort Fisher, and occupied Smithville and Fort Caswell.
The Cape Fear had been entered by a portion of the fleet, so that both of
Terry’s flanks were secure. The enemy, under General Hoke, still covered
Fort Anderson on the west bank, and the immediate defenses of Wilming-
ton, in position impregnable against a direct attack. The Confederate line
must be turned either on its left by the fleet passing above Masonborough
Inlet, or by a march of the army around the swamp covering its right. The

! Admiral Porter says in his report :

“T have since visited Fort Fisher and its adjoining works, and find their strength greatly beyond
what I had conceived. An engineer might be excusable in saving they could not be captured ex-
cept by regular siege. T wonder even now how it was done. The work, as I said before, is really
stronger than the Malakoff Tower, which defied so long the combined powers of France and En
gland ; and yet it is captured by a handful of men, under the fire of the guns of the fleet, and in
seven hours after the attack commenced in earnest.”
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latter movement was adopted. The result was successful. On the 19th of
February Fort Anderson was abandoned, and the enemy retreated behind
Town Creek, where he again intrenched. Terry meanwhile oceupied the
force on the peninsula. The next day, the 20th, General Cox crossed Town
Creek, gained the enemy's flank, attacked and routed him, taking two guns
and 375 prisoners. Cox continued his advance, and threatened to cms; the
Cape Fear above Wilmington. General Hoke then gave up the struggle,
set fire to his steamers, cotton, and other stores, and abandoned Wilminglmi
on the night of the 21st. The next morning Cox entered the town without
opposition. In these operations the Federal loss was very slight, amounting
to about 200 in killed and wounded. That of the enemy is estimated at
1000 men, besides 30 guns. Goldsborough was occupied by General Scho-
field on the 21st of March, where he effected a junction with Sherman’s army.

FORT SUMTER.

CHAPTER LIII.
RECOVERY OF THE ATLANTIC COAST.
II. CHARLESTON.

Defenses of Charleston.—Its Approaches.—The Department of the South.—Hunter’s Operations
against Charleston,—Federal Repulse at Secessionville, May, 1862.—Attack on the Blockading
Fleet by the Palmetto State and Chicora,—Beauregard’s Ruse de Guerre.—Admiral Dupont’s
Bombardment, April, 1863.—The Obstructions in the Harbor defeat the Undertaking.—Results
of the Bombardment.—Sinking of the Keokuk.—Iow the Monitors came out of the Fight.—
Dapont succeeded by Dahlgren, and Hunter by Gillmore.—The Situation when Gillmore assumed
Command,— Capture of Morris’s Island.—Terry’s co-operative Movement on James's Island.
—The First Assault on Fort Wagner.—Second Assault.—Death of Strong and Shaw.—Siege
of the Fort.—Operations of the Fleet.—The * Swamp Angel."—Correspondence between Gill-
more and Beauregard.—Demolition of Fort Sumter.—Dahlgren’s Error in not immediately ad-
vaneing upon Charleston.—Fort Johnson strengthened by the Confederates during the delay.—
Confederate vacuation of Forts Wagner and Gregg.—Williams’s Night Attack on Fort Sumter.
—Resnlt of the Conguest of Morris’s Island.—General Foster's Operations in 1865.—He is re-
lieved by Gillmore. —Charleston is turned by Sherman’s Movement.—Capture of the City by Gill-

more.—Raising of the old Flag over Fort Suinter.
{ ORT Sumter was captured by the Confederates on the 13th of April,
1861. The defenses of Charleston at that time consisted of the follow-
ing works, which had been constructed by the United States government:

1. Fort Sumter, a strong casemated brick work of five faces, with three
tiers of guns, two in embrasure and one en barbeite. This fort is distant a
little more than three miles from the city, and is on the south side of the
channel, about midway between Morris's Island on the south, and Sullivan’s
Island on the north. Its full armament would comprise 185 guns, At the
time of its capture by the Confederates the fort mounted 78 guns.

2. Fort Moultrie, 1700 yards from Fort Sumter, on Sullivan’s Iglauc}.
This also is a brick work, with one tier of guns en barbeile. In 1860 it
mounted 52 guns. '

8. Castle Pinckney, a brick work on Shute’s Folly Island, distant one mile
east of the lower end of the city, and mounting, at the beginning of the war,
28 guns,

The city of Charleston is situated at the head of Charleston Harbor, on

the point of the narrow peninsula formed by Ashley and Cooper Rivers.
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Across the entrance of the harbor—Dbetween Sullivan’s and Morris’s Islands |

—stretches a bar, seven miles below the city.
are each about three and a half miles in length, low, narrow, and sandy, and

separated from the main land by deep and impenetrable marshes, wluclh are |
submerged by the spring tides. The distance from their nearest pont to

Charleston is between three and four miles. Charleston Harbor itself is

bounded by James's Tsland on the south, and on the north by the mmnll:mc.l. |
Its entrance is 2700 yards in width. James's Island, south of the city, is |/

limited on the west by Stono River, which separates it from John's Tsland.

Stono River is connected with the Ashley, south of Charleston, by Wappoo |

Creek. South of James’s Island is Cole’s Island, which is for the most part

marsh, with Folly River on the south separating it from Folly Islm’u‘\. I_‘lfr’f]'f' ;
house Inlet, at its mouth, separates Morris's and Folly Islands. The forma- |

tion of all these islands is thin quartz sand.

The fortifications of Charleston at the opening of the war were only
adapted to resist a naval attack. To these, other works were rapidly added.
On Sullivan’s Island were erected, in addition to Fort Moultrie, the fo]lc.)\\"-
ing works: Marion, Beauregard, Marshall, and Battery Bee. On Morris's

8 Z

The islands on either side | |
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Island a battery had been constructed at Cummings’s Point, and a mile far-
ther south Fort Wagner. Forts Sumter and Moultrie were strengthened,
and their armament increased. Old Fort Johnson, on James’s Island, was re-
built and armed with heavy guns, and north of it was constructed Fort Rip-
ley. The preparations against a land attack were formidable. On the
James a line of works was built fronting Stone River, with Fort Pemberton
near its northern extremity. An inclosed work on Cole’s Island covered
the Stono Inlet and harbor. Heavy guns were mounted on the wharves
of Charleston, and in the rear of the city formidable works were erected.
Such and so extensive were the defenses of Charleston under the command
of the Confederate General Beauregard.

On the 15th of March, 1862, the Department of the South was created,
embracing South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, and was assigned to Gen-
eral Hunter. Port Royal had been occupied by a military force under Gen-
eral T. W. Sherman and Dupont's squadron late in 1861. Edisto Island, far-
ther north, was taken possession of by Sherman in February, 1862, The
expeditionary force commanded by General Sherman in March became sub.
Ject to General Hunter’s control. During the month which followed, Gen-
eral Q. A. Gillmore captured Fort Pulaski.

In December, 1861, a Federal fleet of sixteen vessels, heavily laden with
granite, was sunk on the bar in Charleston Harbor to obstruct the channel
and obviate the necessity of a blockade. This operation excited a great de-
gree of indignation on the part of foreign governments. The elements of
nature expressed their dissent in a more quiet way, but with much more
effect. 1In a few weeks the Ashley and Cooper Rivers made for themselves
a new channel, better than the previous one.

Shortly after General Hunter assumed command. of the Department of the
South, operations were commenced against Charleston by way of Stono
River and James’s Island. The Confederates had made a great mistake in
abandoning Cole’s Island, which commanded the entrance of the Stono.
Admiral Dupont, with three gun-boats—the Unadilla, Pembina, and Ottawa
—entered the river on the 29th of May, 1862. At the approach of the gun-
boats all the works of the enemy along the Stono up to the Wappoo were
abandoned. Early in June Generals Hunter and Benham arrived with a
considerable detachment of troops—too wealk, however, for operations on
James’s Island, where the enemy was not only strongly intrenched from
Secessionville to Fort Johnson, but had an easy and open communication
with the rear, and could bring up re-enforcements at his pleasure. On the
16th of June an attack was made on Secessionville by General I. 1. Stevens's
and General H. G. Wright’s divisions of General Benham’s command—some
6000 strong—but was repulsed by the enemy, the Federal loss amounting to
over 500 men.

After this action for nearly a year the operations against Charleston were
suspended. The Charleston eampaign from the beginning of 1863 till the
close of the war may be treated under three heads:

L. Admiral Dupont’s bombardment, April 7, 1863.
II. General Gillmore’s operations on Morris's Island during the suminer
of 1863.

ITL. General Foster’s and Gillmore's movements co-operative with Sher-
man’s Carolina campaign, resulting in the occupation of Charleston, Febru-
ary 21, 1865.

I. Admiral Dupont’s expedition was an experiment,in which the offen-
sive and defensive power of monitors was to be put to the severest test. The
original Monitor—whose name came to be applied to all iron-clads of simi-
lar construction—had been lost on her way to join Dupont’s squadron (the
South Atlantic) in the autumn of 1862.2 The popular expectation as to the
omnipotence of the monitors was extravagant and unfounded. The Merri-
mac had been beaten by the original Monitor, and the Nashville had been
sunk by another vessel of the same class. Fort Pulaski had fallen, not be-
fore the gun-boats of Dupont’s fleet, but from the effect of batteries on shore.?
It is true, Dupont had at that time no monitors, but the presence of these
could scarcely have affected the result. The monitors, however, had under-
gone a pretty fair trial in the attack on Fort McAllister. The only vessel
of this class engaged in the assault was the Montauk. The result seemed
to prove the invulnerability of the monitor, but its offensive power as

See Chapter XIII., p. 258,

? Gillmore's Operations against Charleston, p. 240.
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against forts was not so well established. A visible impression was made
upon McAllister, but not of such a character as to destroy either its offen-
sive or defensive power.
of monitors might not do what one alone had failed to accomplish. Indeed,
it was confidently expected that the monitor fleet which Dupont command-
ed in April, 1863, would batter down Fort Fisher and ride up to Charleston,
while a military force about 10,000 strong, under General Hunter, would
occapy and hold that city under the guns of the fleet.

Previous to the attack on Charleston an event occurred which showed
the insufficiency of blockading vessels against rams. ~ Early on the morning
of January 20th, 1863, the Princess Royal was captured while attempting
to pass through the bloekading squadron into Charleston Harbor. Her car-
go would have been of great value to the enemy, consisting of two engines
intended for iron-clads, with rifled guns, arms, ammunition, and medicines.
Her loss was a severe blow to the Confederates, who, ascertaining that she
was still at anchor off the harbor, organized an expedition for her recapture,
Before light on the morning of the 81st two Confederate iron-clad steam
rams—the Palmetto State, commanded by Lieutenant Rutledge, and the
Chicora, Commander Tucker—ran out by the main ship channel from
Charleston, and attacked the blockading squadron with great vigor. The
latter consisted of 10 vessels—the Housatonic, Mercedita, Ottawa, Unadilla,

It was still a question whether a large number

Keystone State, Quaker City, Memphis, Augusta, Stettin, and Flag—most
of them being light vessels, and incompetent fo resist such an onslaught.
The iron-clads and two of the heaviest men of war, the Powhatan and Ca-
nandaigua, were off at Port Royals The Palmetto State, with Flag-officer
D. N.Ingraham on board, almost immediately disabled the Mercedita wilh..’\
T-inch shell, which entered her’ side, exploded in one of her boilers, and it
its exit killed and wounded several men. One blow from the ram settled
the case of this ship, which, as it seemed to be sinking, was surrendered.
Both the Palmetto and Chicora then attacked the Keystone State. The lat-
ter bore down rapidly upon the Palmetto, intending to sink her. But a shot
from the ram passed through both her steam chests; 10 rifle shells struck
her near and below water mark, and almost simultaneously a fire broke ouf
in her forehold. Commander Le Roy hauled down his flag.  The enemy
still continued to fire, and the flag was again hoisted and the battle renewed.
The Augusta, Memphis, and Quaker City came up and relieved the guffer-
ing vessel, one fourth of whose erew had been killed or wounded. Togeth-
er with the Mercedita, whose leak had been stopped and who had not been
secured by the enemy, the Keystone State went to Port Royal. The other
vessels of the squadron kept at a prudent distance from the rams. Soom,
however, the Housatonic came up, and the rams, refusing battle, fled back
into the harbor,

B
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Upon the return of his rams a brjght idea occurred to Beauregard. e
knew that the reports of Admiral Dupont could not reach the North for
some three (hl)‘S at least. His own communication by telegraph with Rich-
mond was uninterrupted, and the Richmond papers soon found their way to
New Ylnl'!{.. Here, then, was a splendid opportunity for a ruse de r]u;r}-z’,
which, if it involved considerable lying, might—so thought the chivalrous,
1101’1()!'-]{)\"111;' gouem!—be excused on the maxim that “all is fair in war.”
A-ccor(hng]‘\', over his own signature and that of Flag-officer Ingraham, he
tllr]putullul‘lu Richmond an official proclamation, stating that the Confeder-
ate naval force at Charleston had attacked the blockading fleet off the har-
bor, nn.d l‘nul sunk, dispersed, and drove off the same, and declaring the block-
ixilg of lerl«;s?on to be raised lrozn and after the 31st of January, 1863.
I'his proclamation, with Beauregard’s account of the affair, asserting that, as
a result of the naval engagement on the 81st, two Federal vessels were sunk,
four set on fire, and the rest driven away, was published in the Richmond
papers of February 2d. As if this were not enough in the way of falsification,
another dispatch was added, declaring that on the afternoon of the 81st the
British comsul, on board the British war steamer Petrel, had gone five miles
beyond the usual anchorage of the blockaders, and could see nothing of them
with glasses. -

Now, without characterizing these declarations by the plain English term
that is applicable to them, it is sufficient to say that they are false in every
particular. And they were recognized as false by g\-m-{- European L‘.,'H\'CI'lI-
ment. The raid with the rams had not suceeeded in the ol ject for which
it was undertaken—the recovery of the Princess Royal; they had retreated
on the appearance of the Ionsatonie, and did not venture out again. Not
a single Federal steamer was sunk, not one was burned, and (ml; two were
in any way disabled. The position of the blockading sqn:uh-;m was not
shifted, and no vessel advanced from Charleston, after the affair, beyond the
bar of the harbor.?

By the Tth of April the preparations for the bombardment of Fort Sum-
ter were completed. At noon of that day the vessels of Dupont’s fleet, hav-
ing crossed the bar by the new channel formed since the sinking of the stone
fleet, proceeded to the attack. The attacking fleet consisted of nine vessels,
all of which were monifors except the New Ironsides and Keokuk, which
were iron-clad and furreted. The five strongest vessels of the blockading
squadron were held in reserve.? The orders issued by the admiral were
that the fleet should pass up the main ship channel, open fire upon Fort
Sumter when within range of that work, disregarding the batteries on Mor-
ris’s Island, advance to a position northwest of Sumter in order to attack its
weakest face, fire upon the work with precision rather than rapidity, and,
having reduced the fort, turn against the Morris’s Island batteries, The ad-
vance had been delayed till noon, waiting for the tide, and from the fleet, in
the mean while, could be seen the steeples and roofs of Charleston crowded
with spectators, just as they had been two years before, when Fort Sumter
was attacked by its present defender. Tt is a novel conflict whose specta-
cle is now anxiously awaited—that of a fleet mounting 32 guns arrayed
against forts which mount 300. The forts know little of the monitors, but
stand defiant. The monitors know little of the forts, or the obstructions to
their progress, but defiantly they advance.

The reserve fleet lies outside the bar, while the monitors approach Sum-
ter. The Weehawken has the lead, and as she advances, a raft attached to
her prow looks out for torpedoes. Scarcely has she started, however, before
the grappling irons attached to this raft become fouled in the anchor cable,
and an hour’s delay is oceasioned. Then the movement is resumed. The
entire fleet passes Morris's Island, but no gun opens upon her.  Now (3 P.M.)
she rounds to enter the harbor, and comes within range of Fort Sumter and
the batteries on Sullivan’s Island. A broadside from the upper tier of guns
(en barbette) greets the Weehawlcen, who is seeking, according to orders, to
reach the left face of the fort. Suddenly she halts midway between Sumter
and Moultrie. Her progress has been stopped by an unforeseen obstacle
a stout hawser stretches between the two forts, strang with torpedoes. The
fleet has been proceeding along the right channel thus far, and, meeting this
obstruction in the way of reaching its desired position, 1t changes its course,

! Beauregard’s statements ave fully refuted by that subsequently made by Admiral Dupont, and
signed by nearly all the commanding officers of the fleet lying oft Charleston Harbor on the 31st.
We make the following extract from this statement *

“We deem it our duty to state that the so-called results arve false in every particular—no ves-
sels were sunk, none were set on fire seriously. . . . . So hasty was the retreat of the rams that,
although they might have perceived that the Keystone State had received serious damage, no at-
tempt was ever made to approach her. The Stettin and Ottawa, at the extreme m!(l of the line,
did not get under way from their position till after the firing had ceased, and the Stettin merely saw
the black smoke as the rams disappeared over the bar. The rams withdrew hastily toward the
harbor, and on their way were fired at by the Housatonic and Augusta until both had got hu'\qu
reach of their guns. ’l‘fley anchored under the protection of their forts, and l'tl‘lll‘.!illul tlu:rv. v‘\”
vessel, iron-clad or other, passed ont over the bar after the return of the rams inshore. 1 he Una-
dilla was not aware of the attack until the Housatonic commenced firing, when she moved ont to-
ward that vessel from her anchorage. The Housatonic was never beyond the usual line of the
blockade. We do not hesitate to state that no vessel came out beyond the bar after the return of
the rams, at between 7 and 8 A.M., to the cover of the forts. We helieve the statement that any
vessel came any where near the usual anchorage of any of the blockaders, or up to the bax, after
the withdrawal of the rams, to be deliberately and knowingly false. If the statement from the pa-
pers, s now before us, has the sanetion of the captain of the Petrel and the foreign consuls, we
can only deplove that foreign officers can lend their offieial positions to the spreading before the
world, for unworthy objects, nntruths patent to every officer of this squadron. )

* The vessels of the monitor fleet, including the New Ironsides and Keokuk, advanced in the
following order :

1. Weehawken, Captain John Rodgers.

. Passaic, Captain Percival Drayton.

. Montauk, Commander John L. Worden,

. Patapsco, Commander Daniel Ammen,

. New Ironsides, Commodore Thomas Turner,

. Catskill, Commander George W. Rodgers

. Nantucket, Commander Daniel MeN. Fairfax.
8. Nahant, Commander John Downes.

9. Keokuk, Lieutenant Commander A. C. Rhind. .

The reserve squadron consisted of the Canandaigna, Unadilla, Housatonic, Wissahickon, and
Huron, under the command of Captain Joseph H. Green,
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and tries the left channel, between Fort Sumter and Cummings's Point. This
also is blockaded, and more effectually than the other, by a row of piles
stretching across the channel. Beyond is seen another row extending be-
tween Forts Johnson and Ripley, and more careful scrutiny discloses a third
row, beyond which lie three Confederate rams.

Thus the original design of reaching Fort Sumter's weakest faee is frus-
trated at the outset. And there is no help for it. The fort could probably
be reduced but for these obstructions which cover its weakness: the obstrue-
tions might be removed but for the thundering guns of the fort.

To make matters worse, the New Ironsides—the flag-ship—caught by the
tide, refuses to obey her rudder, and becomes unmanageable, The Catskill
and the Nantucket fall foul of her, and thus remain a full quarter of an
hour. 'While, in the midst of these difficulties, the vessels are taking such
positions as they can gain, they are in a circle of fire, which concentrates
upon them from Cummings's Point Battery, Battery Bee, and Forts Beaure-
gard, Moultrie, and Sumter. The range is less than 800 yards, and the fire
is from guns of the heaviest calibre that could be obtained from the Trede-
gar works of Richmond or from the armories of Europe. This fire has
been going on from the time of its first opening by Sumter; but now for
thirty minutes it pours upon the fleet the white heat of its fury. One hund-

red and sixty shots are counted in a single minute; they strike the iron
plates of the monitors as rapidly as the ticking of a watch. It is estimated
that from all the forts, in this brief engagement, not less than 8500 rounds
have been fired. In reply, only 139 shots have been delivered by the fleet.

And what is the result to the fort? What to the fleet? A few marks
are visible on Fort Sumter, and the parapet near the eastern angle shows a
huge crater.! If the monitors could remain where they are, time would
solve the problem of the reduction of the fort. But they can not. Apart
from the embarrassments under which they are working as regards effective
.offense—their confined space; their tendency to drift against the obstruc-
tions or upon submerged batteries; and the clouds of smoke which hang
over the water, obscuring their range—they have sustained injuries which
compel their withdrawal, and at 5 P.M. the signal is given for their retreat.
Already the Keokuk, which advanced to within 570 yards of Fort Sumter,
has left the field in a sinking condition, having been completely riddled with
shots. It is her last fight. The Ironsides also has lost one of her port-
shutters, her gun-deck is thus exposed, and her bows have been penetrated
with red-hot shot. But these are not monitors. How is it with the latter?
The Nahant has received thirty wounds, her turret has been jammed so that
it will not turn, and her pilot-house is in such a rickety condition that every
bolt in it flies about when it is struck, killing and wounding its tenants.
The turret of the Passaic is broken and unmanageable. The Nantucket’s
turret is jarred so that the eover of the port can not be opened, and conse-
The other four monitors are es-

quently her 15-inch gun can not be used.
sentially uninjured.?

After the withdrawal of the fleet, Admiral Dupont having been informed
as to the conditions of his vessels, decided not to renew the conflict, and the
next day returned to Port Royal. The Keokuk sank on the morning of
the 8th abreast of Morris's Island, and her armament was thus.left in the
hands of the enemy. In the action of the Tth only one man was mortally
wounded. The entire casualties were twenty-six.

Within the short space of about two hours had been decided the question
of monitors against forts, The result was decisive on two points: first, that
the defensive powers of these vessels was not sufficient to withstand the con-
centrated fire of half a dozen forts heavily armed ; and, secondly, that while
the reduction of brick forts might result from a long-continued bombard-
ment, yet the limits of endurance on the part of the monitors were such as
to render this impracticable.?

I1. The War Department was not satisfied with the result of the experiment,
and determined to renew the attack, but upon a somewhat different plan.
Admiral Dupont was relieved of the command, and would have been suc-
ceeded by Admiral Foote but for the death of the latter on the way to Port
Royal. The command of the South Atlantic squadron was therefore, on the

! My, William Swinton gives the following graphic description of the inside of a monitor during
the engagement :

“Could you look through the smoke, and through the flame-lit ports, into one of those revolv-
ing towers, a spectacle would meet your eye such as Valean's stithy might present. Here are the
two huge guns which form the armament of each monitor—the one eleven, and the other fifteen
inches in diameter of bore. ‘Ihe gmmers, begrimed with powder and stripped to the waist, are
loading the gun. The charge of powder—thirty-five pounds to each charge—is passed up rapidly
from below ; the shot, weighing four hundred and twenty pounds, is hoisted up by mechanical
appliances to the muzzle of the gun, and rammed home , the gun’is run out to the port, and tightly
“t compressed ;7 the port is open for an instant, the captain of the gun stands behind, lanyard in
hand—** Ready, fire!” and the enormous projectile rushes through its huge parabola, with the
weight of 10,000 tons, home to its mark.”

2 Phe following estimate was made of the shots received by each vessel :

New Ironsides. .. seseovarasas 05 Nantuekeb . ..vousveronsrrocnsanas 51
Keokuk....oov. 00 l Catakill .... ... 01
Weehawken 00 Putapsco .. 45
Montauk. .. [ Nahant...... S
Passale. . ... Total. . .... b1o

A vear after the attack on Charleston Admiral Dupont thus alludes to the affair:

S am well aw are,” he says, ** that the results at Charleston were not all that were wi~hf.'tvl_fvr.
and I quite agree with the duﬂ:lmncm that there was. nevertheless, l'mu'h‘iu th'vm that was gratifying,
particularly that the loss of life was so small, and that the capacity of the iron-clads for enduring
the hot and heavy fire brought to bear upon them, which would have destroyed any vessels of wood
i 3ut 1 must take leave to remind the depart-
3 1!1:” l‘“[llll‘-”]l'(‘
and I will mm-

heretofore used in warfare, was made so0 evident. ]
ment that ability to endure is not a sufficient element wherewith to gain victories
must be accompanied with a corresponding power to inflict injury on the enemy,
prove the present oceasion to repeat the expression of a conviction which I have already comny eyed
to the department in former letters, that the weakness of l]wl monitor class utvvc&-‘c-ls. mn th11~ im-
portant particular, is fatal to their attempts against fortifications having ontlying (l]nsll‘ll\:tl(‘l'!\‘. as
at the Ogeechee and at Charleston, or against other fortifications upon elevations, as at Fort Dar-
ling, or against any modern fortifications before which they must anchor or lie at rest, and receive
much more than they can return. With even their dismantled surface they are not invulnerable,
and their varoms mechanical contrivances for working their turrets and guns ave so liable to im-
mediate derangement, that, in the brief though fierce engagement at Charleston, five out of eight
| were disabled. and, as I mentioned in my detailed report to the department, half an hour more
| fighting would, in my judgment, have placed them all hors de combat.”
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6th of July, assigned to Admiral Dahlgren, and General Q. A.Gillmore suc-
ceeded Hunter in the command of the Department of the South. Toward
the close of May, 1863, Gillmore had received orders to repair to Washing-
ton, to consult with General Halleck and Secretary Welles as to future oper-
ations against Charleston, No more troops could be spared for the Depart-
ment of the South, Gillmore did not ask for more, although he knew that
his opérations must, on account of his small military force, be restricted to
Morris's Island. With this force he proposed to occupy that island, capture
Forts Wagner and Gregg, and demolish Fort Sumter by means of shore bat-
teries. The way would thus be open for Dahlgren to advance with his fleet,
remove the obstructions in the harbor, and command Charleston. Even if
the city was not captured, the full possession of Morris’s Island would effec-
tually blockade the harbor.

General Gillmore assumed command of the department on the 12th of
June. At that time the coast from Light-house Inlet to St. Augustine,
Florida—a distance of 250 miles—was in possession of the national forces.
The positions actually oceupied by troops were Folly Island, Seabrook Isl-
and, on the North Edisto, St. Helena Island, Port Royal Island, Hilton Head
Island, the Tybee Islands, Fort Pulaski, Ossibaw Island, Fort Clineh and
Amelia Island, and the city of St Augustine. Off or inside the principal
inlets lay the blockading squadron.?

Folly Island was oceupied by a brigade under General Vogdes, strongly
intrenched, with heavy guns mounted on the south end of the island to con-
trol the entrance of the Stono River. Vogdes had also constructed a road,
practicable for artillery, and affording a means of eoncealed communication
between the several parts of the island.. In Stono and Folly Rivers a naval
force was stationed, consisting of two gun-boats and a mortar schooner, to
secure Folly Island against attack, and to hold the Stono against the light-
draught gun-boats of the enemy, Folly Island was necessarily the base of
operations against Morris's Island?® The dense undergrowth with which it

Y Gillmore's Operations against Charleston, . 42,

* ““The question has been asked why the route across James's Island from Stono River; the
same that Brigadier General Benham attempted, was not selected to operate upon,

*The answer is simple.  The enemy had more troops: available for the defense of Charleston
than we hiad for' the attack. The general-in-chief, in the preliminary diseussions of the project,
had mentioned 10,000 men as the approximate number that could be collected in the Department
of t'!lp Nluth_mr this operation, The force actually got together there did not vary mueh from
11,500 men, including engineers and artillevists. - Upon Morris's Island, on nccount of its narrow-
ness, this force was ample, and it was not nutil the command hac been reduced one third by sick-
ness nnrrl‘ casualties that re-enforcements were asked for. But-James's Island presents & different
case. - There onr progress would soon have heen arrested by the concentration of a superior force
in our frout, Upon Morris's Island both parties had all the force that could be applied with ad-
vantage. Our superiority in artillery, ashore and afloat—particnlarly in the nse of mortars in the
tre}tches—_{he successtul application of new deviess, the energy and skill of our engineers, and a
strictly maintained initiative, gave us the controlling elements of success.  Moreover, according to
the programme of jomt operations, the demolition of Fort Sumter was what the land forces had to
accomplish, and that could be done with more ense and certainty from Morris's Island than from

any other position, James's Island was too wide to operate upon, with a fair promise of success,
with our small force,"—Gillmore's Operations, p. 22.

was covered afforded cover for batteries on the north end, within musket
range of the enemy’s picket on the opposite side of Light-house Iulet.

The forces in Ossibaw Sound and on the North Edisto were withdrawn.
Gillmore’s entire command available for offensive operations then consisted
of 11,500 men and 66 guns, besides about.30 mortars.

The descent upon Morris's Island was made July 10th, 1863. It was an
operation which required boldness and great skill, as it involved the storm-
ing of a fortified position, not by the regular approaches of a siege, but by
an adyance covered by a few batteries, and made in small boats exposed to
the enemy’s fire.. There were two co-operative expeditions—one conducted
by General A. H.Terry, with 3800 men, on James's Island, which was emi-
nently suceessful, diverting a portion of the garrison from Morris’s Island ;
and a second, sent from: General Saxton’s command at Beaunfort to cut the
Charleston and Savannah Railroad at Jacksborough, in order to delay re-
enforcements from Savannah. This latter expedition proved a signal fail-
ure, involving the loss of two guns and a small steamer, which was burned
to prevent its capture.

The main column engaged in the attaclk on Morris’s Island—about 2000
men of General Strong’s brigade—was embarked in Folly River; and passed
by night during high tide through the shallow creeks into Light-house In-
let. This movement was first fixed for the night of the 8th of July, but had
been postponed until the night of the 9th, At daybreak on the 10th the
column halted, having reached Light-house Inlet, the boats keeping close to
the east shore of the creek, where they were screened by the marsh grass
from hostile observation.  Shortly after daybreak the batteries on the north
end of Folly Island—10 in number, and mounting 47 guns—opened against
the opposite shore, the undergrowth having been previously cleared away
in their front to give them an unobstructed view.  Four monitors joined
their fire to that of the batteries. For two hours this bombardment contin-
ued, and then Strong’s brigade moved across the inlet to the assault,

The movement had been planned with much skill ‘and secreey, and was a
surprise to the enemy. At Oyster Point, and on the firm land lower down,
the Federal troops were landed under a hot fire of musketry and artillery.
But the column never faltered, and by 9 o'clock A .M. all the hostile batter-
ies south of Fort Wagner were overrun and captured. This suceess closed
the operations of that day. The troops were within musket range of Fort
Wagner, and were exhansted by the intense heat and three hours’ hard fight-
ing. Throughout the day the bombardment from the monitors was kept
up, directed chiefly at Fort Wagner.

On the morning of the 11th an assault was made upon Fort Wagner.
The advance, led by General Strong in person, reached and gained the par-
apet of the fort. But the supports could notbe brought up in face of a fire
from which they had no protection, and the attack failed. In the actions
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Q A. GILLMORE,

on the 10th and 11th the Federal loss was about 150. General Beauregard
admits a loss of 300, including 16 commissioned officers,’ He bad also lost
11 heavy guns.

In the mean time, General Terry, on James's Island, had followed the route
taken by Benham's two divisions on the 16th of June, and demonstrated
against Secessionville. On the 16th of July he was attacked by a largely
superior force of the enemy; but with the assistance of the gun-boat Pawnee
in the Stono, and two smaller vessels, the attack was easily repulsed. Ter-
ry’s command was the next day withdrawn from James’s Island.

On the 18th, just one week after the failure of the first assault on Fort |

Wagner, a second was undertaken. In the interim, four batteries—Rey-
nolds, Weed, Hays, and O'Rourke-——mounting twenty-nine guns and fourteen
mortars, had been erected on Morris’s Island bearing upon Fort Wagner, and
at a distance from that work of from 1380 to 1920 yards. In addition to
the four monitors (the Catskill, Montauk, Nahant, and Weehawlen), which

' Gillmaore’s Operations, p. 75.

GEORGE C. BTRONG.

| New Ironsides—now lay abreast of Morris’s Island.

| Colonel H.S.Putnam’s brigade. 7
' numbered about 6000 men. The approach of darkness, hastened by the

| was gained and held fo¥ nearly three hours.

[Jury, 1863,
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ROLEET G. BHAW,

were across the bar on the 10th, two other yessels—the Patapsco and the
The guns of this fleet
and of the shore batteries bombarded the fort all day. At twilight, in the
midst of a thunder-storm, the assaulting columns, commanded by Brigadier
General T. Seymour, advanced.
Shaw’s Fifty-fourth Massachusetts (colored) Regiment; the Sixth Connecti-
cut, Colonel Chatfield ; a battalion of the Seventh Connecticut; the Forty-

Strong’s brigade—consisting of Colonel

l(‘if_fht.h New York, Colonel Barton; the Third New Hampshire, Colonel
I

Jackson; the Ninth Maine, Colonel Emery; and the Seventy-sixth Pennsyl-
Jackson; the Ninth Maine, Colonel Emery; and the S ty-sixth Pennsy]
vania, Colonel Strawbridge—was in the advance, and was supported by
The whole force engaged in the attack

storm, made it impossible for the fleet to discern friend from foe, so that the
advance was exposed to the fire of Forts Wagner, Gregg (on Cummings’s
Point), and Sumter, assisted by the works on James’s and Sullivan’s l.:h'.ml.
Never, during the war, was an assault made in the face of such opposition.
As soon as the columns approached the fort, and the Federal guns in the
batteries and on the monitors were silent, the garrson of Wagner, 1000
strong, sprang to its guns and muskets. Notwithstanding this tremendous
fire from four different quarters, and although the leading regiment was
thrown into such disorder that Putnam’s supporting brigade had to be sent
in, still the troops went forward, and the southeast bastion of Fort Wagner
The darkness was so great an
advantage to the garrison that it more than compensated for the partial sue-
cess of the assailants, and a retreat was ordered. The Federal loss was very

RUINS OF LIGIE-HOUSE ON MORRIS'S ISLANI
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severe, especially in officers. Gene-

ral Strong, and Colonels Chatfield,

Putnam, and Shaw, were either kill- =
ed on the spot, or died subsequently
of their wounds. Colonel Shaw was
killed upon the parapet of the fort.
If, as was reported at the time, he
was buried with the fallen negroes
of his gallant regiment, it can only
be said that what was intended for
a disgrace will in the light of his-
tory be regarded as a monumental
honor. General Seymour and sev-
eral regimental commanders were
severely wounded. The entire loss
sustained in the assault must have
amounted to 1200 killed and wound-
ed.

This repulse revived the faltering
hopes of the cifizens of Charleston,
who regarded Fort Wagner as the
key to the city. They had looked
upon the conflict with anxiety and
doubt. They remenibered that this
same General Gillmore had once de-
molished Fort Pulaski—which they
considered in impregnability next
to Sumter —ds easily as if it had
been a house built of cards.! They
had trembled, therefore, for the fate
of Wagner and Sumter, but now they breathed more freely.

But General Gillmore had as yet scarcely commenced operations. His
principal object was the demolition of Fort Sumter, in order to allow the
iron-clads an entrance to the harbor. Failing in this, there was still left a
secondary object to be accomplished—namely, to secure a perfect blockade
of the port. This could be effected by the reduction of Forts Wagner and
Gregg.

Fort Wagner was an inclosed work, one fourth of a mile in width, ex-
tending from high-water mark on the east, to Vincent's Creek and the im-
passable marshes on the west. It had an excellent garrison, and was con-
structed of sand, upon which the heaviest bombardment could make little
impression, with a ditch in front. Its bomb-proof shelter was capacious and
secure, and its armament consisted of between fifteen and twenty guns, cov-
ering the solitary approach to it on the south. This approach was in many
places scarcely half a company front in width, and was swept by Fort Sum-
ter, the batteries on James's Island, and that at Cummings’s Point. Its com-
munication with the rear was secure, thus giving opportunity for the in-
crease of its armament or garrison.?

' See the dugusta Sentinel of July 15,1863, 2 Gillmore's Operations, p. 1045,
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Fort Wagner was neared by regular approaches. Tmmediately after the
repulse of the 18th, the first parallel was established about 1300 yards from
Fort Wagner.! On the night of the 23d the second parallel was established
600 yards in advance of the first, on a line running diagonally across
the island northwest and southeast. In the creek on the left two booms
of floating timber were stretched across, to resist the approach of the enemy's
boats. It must be remembered that these approaches to Fort Wagner were
chiefly defensive as to that work, and were preliminary to offensive opera-
tions against Fort Sumter. The third parallel was established within less
than 400 yards of Fort Wagner. The fire from the fort now became so
severe that it was determined to operate against Sumter before another
advance.

Breaching batteries had been constructed for this purpose in rear of the
several parallels. By the 11th of August 12 of these batteries were ready

! ¢ A row of inclined palisading, reaching entirely across the island, was planted about 200 yards
in advance of the line, with a return of fifty yards on the right. This return was well flanked by
two guns on the right of the parallel. The parallel was arranged for infantry defense; a bomb-
proof magazine was constructed, and the armament of the line modified and increased, so that the
parallel contained eight siege and field guns, ten siege mortars, and three Requa rifle batteries.”—
Gillmore's Operations, p. 11¢,

THE **BWAMP ANGEL."
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for operation, mounting 28 heavy guns and 12 mortars, Their distance from
Fort Sumter ranged from 3516 to 4290 yards, The bombardment com-
menced on the morning of the 17th, and the guns were served steadily and
deliberately for several days, until Fort Sumter wag literally knocked out
of all shape and deprived of its offensive power. Dyring this time the fleet
also bombarded Fort Wagner, whose fire, unless sjlenced, would interfere
with the operations of the batteries on shore, .

On the 21st of August a demand was made Upon General Beauregard for
the surrender of Morris’s Island and Fort Sumter, gecompanied TR
surance that, if the demand was not complied with during the four hours
following its delivery, fire would be opened upon Charleston from batteries
already established within range of the city. For three weeks Gillmore had
been locating a battery, commonly known among the troops as the “Swamp
Angel,” mounted with an 8-inch Parrott rifle, and wighin range of Charles-
ton, on the marsh between Morris's and James’s Tslands. He waited ten
hours beyond the time specified in his notice to the Confederate general,
and, receiving no reply, opened fire on the city.! ’

! The following is a copy of the correspondence which passed hetween Generals Gillmore and
Beauregard :
No. 1.
 Headquar gy 3 o 4 ; g ‘
Clieneral G, T. BEAUREGARD, l:ur‘;nnu]zlal:;;:tv;r::}-zti{:a;:w(::;L:}?:-'gﬁikcu%']::eih(‘;f\lflr:::jl:'ﬂ;:m-d’. 8.C., August 21, 1363,
 Gexprar,—I haye the honor to demand of you the immediate evacuation of Morris's Tsland
and Fort Sumter by the Confederate forces.

‘“‘The present condition of Fort Sumter, and the rapid and progressive destruction which it is un-
dergoing from my batteries, seem to render its complete demolition within & few hours a matter of
certainty. All my heaviest guns haye not yet opened. Should you refuse compliance with that
demand, or Sll(‘Hlld [ receive no reply thereto within four hours after it is delivered into the hands
of your subordinate at Fort Wagner for transmission, I shall open fire on the city of Charleston
from batteries already established within easy and effective range of the heart of the city.

I am, general, your obedient servant, E
Q. A. GiLimore, Brigadier General Commanding.”
No. 2.
* Headquarters South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Charleston, 8. C., August 22, 1868,

“ Sir,—Last night, at 15 minutes before 11 o’clock, during my absence on a reconnoissance of
my fortifications, & communication was received at these lm;uiq;zhrrers. dated ¢ Headquarters De-
partment of the South, Morris’s Island, S, C., August 21, 1868, demanding the immediate evacna-
tion of Morris's Island and Fort Sumter by the Confederate forces on the alleged ground that * the
present condition of Fort Sumter, and the rapid and progressive destruction which it is undergoing
from my batteries, seem to render its complete demolition within a few hours a matter of certain-
ty,” and if this letter was not complied with, or no reply was received within four hours after it was
delivered into the hands of my subordinate commander at Fors Wagner for transmission, a fire
would be opened on the city of Charleston from batteries alveady established within easy and ef-
fective range of the heart of the city. This communication to my address was without signature,
and, of course, returned. About half past one o’clock one of your batteries did actually open. fire
and throw a number of heavy shells into the city, the inhabitants of which, of course, were asleep
and unwarned.

“ About 9 o'clock the next morning the communication alluded to was returned to these head-
quarters, bearing your recognized official signature, and it can mnow be noticed as your deliberate
official act. Among nations not barbarous, the usages of war preseribe that where a city is about
to be attacked, timely notice shall be given by the attacking commander, in order that non-com-
batants shall have an opportunity of withdrawing beyond its limits. Generally the time allowed
is from one to three days ; that is, time for the withdrawal in good faith of at least the women and
children.  You, sir, gave only four hours, knowing that your notice, under existing circumstances,
could not reagh me in less than two hours, and not less than that time would be required for an
answer to be conyeyed from this city to Battery Wagner.

“ With this knowledge you threaten to open fire on this city, not to oblige its swrrender, but to
foree me to evacuate those works which you, assisted by a great naval force, have been attacking
in vain for more than 40 days. Batteries Wagner and Gregg and Fort Sumter are nearly due
north from your batteries on Morris’s Island, and in distance therefrom ranging from half a mile
to two and a quarter miles. This city, on the other hand, is to the northwest, and quite five miles
distant from the battery which opened against it this morning. It would appear, sir, that, despair-
ing of reducing these works, you now resort to the novel measure of turning your guns against the
old men, women, and the hospitals of a sleeping city—an act of inexcusable barbarity, from your
own confessed point of sight, inasmuch as you allege that the complete demolition of Fort Sumter
within a few hours by your guns seems a matter of certainty.  Your omission to attach your sig-
nature to such a grave paper must show the recklessness of the course upon which you have adven-
tured. While the facts that you knowingly fixed a limit for receiving an answer to your demand,
which made it almost beyond the possibility of receiving any reply within that time, and that you
actually did open one, and threw a number of the most destructive missiles ever used in war into
the midst of a city taken unawares and filled with sleeping women and children, will give you a
bad eminence in history—even in the history of this war. I am only surprised, sir, at the limits
yan have set to your demand.  If, in order to obtain the abandonment of Morris’s Island and Fort
Sumter, you feel authorized to fire on this city, why did you not include the works on Sullivan’s
and James’s Islands, nay, even the city of Charleston, in the same demand?  Since you have felt
warranted in inaugurating this method of reducing batevies in your immediate front which were
otherwise found to be impregnable, and a mode of warfare which I confidently declare to be atro-
cious and unworthy of a seldier, I now solemnly warn you that, if you fire again on the city from
your Morris's Island batteries, without giving a somewhat more reasonable time to remove the non-
combatants, I shall feel impelled to employ such stringent means of retaliation as may be available
during the continuance of this attack. Finally, I reply that neither the works on Morris’s Island
nor Fort Sumter will be evacuated on the demand you haye been pleased to make.  Already, how-
ever, I am taking measures to remove all non-combatants, who are now fully aware and alive to
what they may expeet at your hands. Respeetfully, your obedient servant,

G, T Beavurecarp, General Commanding.

“To Brigadier General Q. A. Gruimong, Commanding U. 8. Forces, Morris®s Islund."

No. 3.
t [leadquarters Department of the South, Morris's Island, 8. C,, August 22,
“ General G, T. Beaurrcarp, Commanding Confederate Forces, Charleston, 8. C.:

“81r,—I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of this date, com-
plaining that one of my batteries has opened upon the city of Charleston, and thrown *a number
of heavy rifled shells into the city, the inhabitants of which, of course, were asleep and unwarned.’

* My letter to you demanding the surrender of Fort Sumter and Morris's Island, and threatening,
in default thereof, to open fire upon Charleston, was delivered near Fort Wagner at 11 15 o'clock
A.M. on the 28th instant, and should have arrived at your headquarters in time to have permit-
ted your answer to reach me within the limit assigned, viz., four hours. The fact that you were
absent from your headquarters at the time of its arrival may be regarded as an unfortunate cir-

1864—0 P. M.
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g o 9 3 s milik 8 ; :
] On,t,hL, _‘%th of"Augpst the xfnhmr‘v ﬁnge operating against. Charlestop
.xud :lucumpltahcc‘l its primary f)thut.—L!Jc elimination of Fort Sumter. This
fort was not obliterated, and its oﬂunsn'e: power was only temporarily re-
moved.! For at least ten or fifteen days it could oppose to the rmonitors no
serious resistance. Fort Wagner still remained in the hands of the enem
3, 3 34 1 T OV . 3 r :Y yOr, 2 e s .

but could be easily J\‘Ultlul b}' the fleet. ln.ll Admiral Dahlgren did not
embrace the opportunity, and in the mean time the enemy
g § iy S TN AR b e S Mo« s

Fort J‘uhusuu: converting it into an earth-work, This work is on the north
end of James’s Island, and commands the channel,

Gillmore continued his parallel approaches up to within 150 vards of
Fort Wagner, :'md on the Hth of September commenced a bombardment of
that work, which was: continued for forty-two consecutive hours, Seven-
teen siege and Coehorn mortars dropped their shells into the work, thirteen
heavy Parrott rifles pounded away at the southwest angle of the boml-
proof, while by day the New Ironsides poured an uninterrupted stream of
eleven-inch shells from her eight-gun broadside against the parapet. An
assault would have been made on the morning of the Tth upon the now sij-
lcm.; fgrt; .b'ut durmg_ the night of the Gth the Confederates, convinced of
their inability to maintain their position on Morris’s Island, slipped away
from Forts Wagner and Gregg, and all but seventy men effected their es-

s Sl v S
cape. Kighteen guns were captured in Fort Wagner, and sewven in Fort
Gregg.

This success concluded General Gillmore’s work, From Cummings's
Point an irregular bombardment was commenced upon the city, and contin-
ued till the evacuation of the latter in 1865. The “Swamp Angel” battery
had long discontinued its fire upon Charleston. At the thirty-sixth round
its gun—a 100-1b. Parrott—had exploded, and the guns mounted afterward
were directed against the James's Island batteries.

Admiral Dahlgren was unwilling to attempt the entrance to the harbor
until Fort Sumter was in possession of the national forces. This possession
could only be effected by an open assault, involving great sacrifice of life -
and after the acquisition of the fort, Gillmore could not expect to hold it
against ﬂ’le formidable works of the enemy which bore upon its weakest
points,  Gillmore, on the 27th of September, offered to remove the obstruc-

strengthened

cumstance for the city of Charleston, but one for which I elearly am not responsible,
bore date at my headquarters, and was officially delivered by an officer of my staff.

**The inadvertent omission of my signature doubtless affords ground for ;p(’('i:ll pleading, but is
not the argument of a commander solicitous only for the safety of sleeping women and children,
and unarmed men.  Your threats of retaliation for acts of mine, which vou do not allege to be in
violation of the usages of civilized warfure except as regards the length of time allowed as notice
of my intentions, are passed by without comment. I will, however, call vour attention to the well-
established priuciple, that the commander of a place attacked, but not invested, having its avenues
of escape open aud practicable, has no right to expect any notice of an intended bombardment
other than that which is given by the threatening attitude of his adversary. Evenn had this letter
not been written, the city of Charleston has had, according to your own computation, forty days' no—
tice of her danger. SR

** During that time my attack on her defenses has steadily progressed ; the ultimate object of that
attack has at no time been doubtful. If, under the circumstances, the life of a singrle non-comba-
tant is exposed to peril by the bombardment of the city, the responsibility rests with those who have
first failed to remove the non-combatants or secure the safety of the city, after having held control
of all its approaches for a period of nearly two years and a half] in the presence of a threatening
force, and who afterward refused to accept the terms upon which the bombardment might have
been postponed.

 From various sources, official and otherwise, I am led to believe that most of the women ancl
children of Charleston were long sinee removed from the city; but upon your asstirance that the
(‘it_\' is still ** full” of them, I shall sll.\‘]wcnll the bombardment until 11 o'clock 2. M. to-morrow.
thus giving you two days from the time you acknowledge to have received my coxmmunication or
the 21st instant. Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

Q. A. Ginnmore, Brigadier General Commanding.”

This letter

! “The barbette fire of the work was entirely destroyed,
barbette tier from which the monitors had most to fear.] A few unserviceable gans still remain-
ing on their carriages were dismounted a week later. The casemates of the chaninel fronts were
more or less thoroughly searched by our fire, and we had trustworthy information that but one
serviceable gun remained in the work, and that pointed up the harbor toward the eity. The fort
was reduced to the condition of a mere infantry outpost, alike ineapable of annoying our approach-
es to Fort Wagner, or of inflicting injury upon the iron-clads.

“The enemy soon after commenced removing the dismounted guns by night, and not many
weeks elapsed before seyeral of them were mounted in other parts of the harbor. “T“he period dur-
ing which the weakness of the enemy’s interior defenses was most palpable was during the ten or
fifteen days subsequent to the 23d of August, and that was the time when success could have been
most easily achieved by the fleet. ‘The concurrent testimony of prisoners, refugees, and deserters
represented the obstacles in the way as by no means insurmountable. "—Gillmore's Operations, p-
149, 150.

General Gillmore gives the following tabular statement of the firing from seven of his batteries
on Fort Sumter, August 17-28:

|
| No. and Calibre of I
|

[Tt was this plunging fire from the

Naug oF BATTERY. Purrott Rifles.

|
29,670 ’
\
\

BIPODE vovavsadeiss | COne B00-pr,
BIOWD . < i maissin Two 200-prs.
TIAYE LA CEoh ik s sdls ‘ One 200-pr. 88,820
One 200-pr. a8 .
Benoi.as spus s ui { | Two NU_‘[JM ...:,. 10
| ROSEErADE, < ovaeouve Three 100-prs, 4 87,240
| EMeRde L kS Two 100-prs, i 5';\ 892
[ IBtovehs, . s moeias Two 100-prs. 1278 566 1
3 73 r ; I 259,98
. U p 4
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tion with his soldiers, but Dahlgren would not agree to this, considering it
his own “proper work.” He promised to proceed as soon as his monitors
were repaired, if the musketry fire from Fort Sumter should be completely
silenced. Delays followed, and finally the attempt was abandoned.

The same day that Gillmore occupied the forts on the north end of Mor-
ris’s Tsland, an expedition more gallant than judicious was undertaken by a
hundred marines under Lieutenant Commander Williams, This force ap-
proached Fort Sumter in 30 boats, but was driven back before a fire of
musketry and hand-grenades, which killed or wounded about 50 men.

ITI. No serious attack was made on the defenses of Charleston by sea.
New fortifications were built on Morris's Island, and named after the brave
men who had fallen in the second assault on Fort Wagner. The capture of
Morris’s Ieland secured a more perfect blockade of the port, but proved of no
great value from any other point of view. After all the labor and cost in-
volved in the defense of Charleston by the Confederates, and in offensive
operations against it by the national forces—naval and military—the city
was finally captured without a battle. As soon as General Sherman had
reached Branchville in his march through South Carolina, and had, by his
destruction of the railroad in that neighborhood, left General Hardee only
a single line of retreat, the latter determined to evacuate Charleston. Beau-
regard, who had been in command at Charleston, was at this time on the
North Carolina border, collecting forces, and awaiting Hill's troops from
Augusta, and the remnants of Hood’s army from the West.

General Foster had been relieved by General Gillmore shortly after Sher-
man’s departure from Savannab. The available forces in the Department
of the South had been making demonstrations against Charleston from
James's Island on the south, and Bull's Bay on the north. On the 10th of
February General Schemmelfennig effected a lodgment on James’s Island,
and, covered by a naval force on the Stono, advanced and carried the works
of the enemy with a loss of 70 or 80 men. The movement from Bull's Bay

was under the immediate command of General Potter, Admiral Dahlgren
co-operating. Hardee evacuated Charleston on the night of the 17th of
February, and moved northward so rapidly that he managed to join John-
ston’s forces in North Carolina before he could be intercepted by General
Sherman.

The plan of defense against Sherman’s march was extremely novel.
Wilmington, Augusta, and Charleston were held until the latest moment.
These points ought all to have been abandoned the moment General Sher-
man entered South Carolina, and, with the forces from the West, been con- |
centrated in his front.

On the morning of the 21st General Gillmore's army entered Charleston,
Lieutenant Colonel A. G. Bennett, with two companies of the Fifty-second |
Pennsylvania regiment, and about 30 men of the Third Rhode Island Artil- |
lery, had entered the city on the'18th. Fort Sumter and the works on Sul-
livan's Island had been abandoned, and that morning Licutenant Colonel |
Bennett had hoisted over Fort Sumter the United States flag. He then !

moved toward the city, having then with him only 22 men, replacing the
national colors on Fort Ripley and Castle Pinckney in his progress, and at
10 A.M.landed at Mills's Wharf, Charleston, where he learned that a part of
the Confederate troops yet remained in the city, and that mounted patrols
“were out in every direction, applying the torch and driving the inhabitants
before them.” He addressed a communication to Mayor Macbeth, demand-
ing the surrender of Charleston in the name of the United States, and then
awaited re-enforcements. Mayor Macbeth, probably astonished at the au-
dacity of this meagre force, replied, addressing “ the general commanding
the army of the United Stafes at Morris's Island,” that the Confederate mili-
tary authorities had evacuated the city, and that he himself remained to en-
foree order until the national forces took possession. Bennett replied, offer-
ing to move into the city with his command and assist
fires. Having received re-enforcements, he Janded, and took measures for
putting out the fires, and for the preservation of the United States Arsenal
and the railroad dépots. With Charleston were captured 450 guns. These
guns, and the importance which had been attached to Charleston on account
of its historic connection with the origin of the rebellion, were the only con-
siderations which made its possession valuable to the captors.

On the 14th of April, 1865—just four years after the evacuation of Fort
Sumter by Major Anderson—the old flag which had once been hauled down
at the bidding of rebels was again raised above the fort by the hands of
Major Anderson. On this occasion the Reverend Henry Ward Beecher de-
livered an oration which will be recognized by posterity as the ablest pro-
duction of that orator, and worthy to hold a place by the side of the most
brilliant efforts of Burke or Demosthenes.

in extinguishing the

CHAPTER LIV.
THE MOBILE CAMPAIGN.

Situation and Defenses of Mobile.—Canby assumes command of the Mississippi Department, May
11, 1864.—The proposed Campaign against Mobile frustrated by the failure of the Red River
Expedition.—Attack on Fort Gaines, in Mobile Bay.—Fort Powell evacuated. —Farragut passes
Forts Morgan and Gaines.—Sinking of the Tecumseh.—Naval Engagement in Mobile Bay.—
Capture of the Tennessee,—Surrender of Forts Gaines and Morgan.—Suspension of Operations
against Mobile.—Opening of a new Campaign in March, 1865.—The Situation, —Military and
Naval Forces.—Investment of Spanish Fort.—Bombardment of April 8th.—The lnemy evacu-
ates,—Steele’s Movement against Montgomery.—Evacuation of Forts Huger and 'l‘]':u-_\'."l'lw
Fleet again moves up in Eront of Mobile.—Capture of Fort Blakely.—Surrender of Mobile.—
Losses. ¥

'\ ;[OBH.E—tho last surrendered of the Confederate strong-holds—is the
L chief city and port of Alabama. It is situated on low eround at the
mouth of Mobile River, and on the western shore of Mobile Bay. At the
outset, the city was not in favor of secession; but the false priﬂi(‘linn of
Yancey, which promised such an extraordinary development of its com-
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AL the close of March, 1865, Sherman’s army was being reorganized at

Goldsborough, and awaiting the repair of railroads and the accumula-

tion of supplies and clothing preliminary to an advance against General |

Johnston, who then covered Raleigh with an army of over 40,000 men.
The Twenty-third and Tenth corps were united under the designation of
the Army of the Ohio. Slocum’s command was now styled the Army of
Greorgia, while Howard’s retained its former title. Wilson’s and Stone-
man’s expeditions were in full and successful operation, and General Canby
was investing the defenses of Mobile.

Sherman's preparations could not be completed before the 10th of April.
In the mean time Mobile had fallen ; Selma had been occupied by Wilson,
who was fast approaching Montgomery ; Stoneman had broken uin the rail-
road west of Lynchburg, and had pushed down to the Catawba River, in
North Carolina, destroying the railroad through Greensborough and Salis-
bury; Richmond and Petersburg had been abandoned, and the Confederate
A rmy of Northern Virginia had been routed and captured.

Tidings of the battles about Petersburg reached Sherman on the 6th. Up
to this time Sherman’s plan was to make a feinf on Raleigh, cross the Roan-
oke, and, séeuring by the Chowan River communication with Norfolk as a
base of supplies, to strike for Burkesville, interposing between Johnston and
Lee. DBut the Army of the Potomac, under General Grant’s leadership, had
eliminated Lee’s army from the problem to be solved. This led General
Sherman to change his plan.  On the 5th Grant warned him that Lee would
attempt to reach Danville, and urged an immediate movement against John-

ston. “Rebel armies now,” he writes, ¢ are the only strategic points to strike
at.” Instead of making a feint on Raleigh, Sherman, on the 11th, made a

real movement on that place. Hearing of Lee’s surrender in the mean time,
Johnston had retreated westward, and on the morning of the 13th Sher-
man’s army entered the capital of North Carolina.

Johnston had but a single line of retreat left—that by Greensborough and
Charlotte. Of course it was folly for him to venture a battle with Sherman.
ITe could not retreat as an organized army. e had therefore to choose be-
tween the surrender and the dishandment of his forces. The consequence
of the latter step would be to let loose upon the citizens of North Carolina
40,000 men with arms in their hands, who would inaugurate a reign of ter-
ror. Johnston looked upon farther opposition as criminal. But how to
dispose of his army was a perplexing problem. Lee'’s army had been de-
feated on the field of battle—in effect, it had been actually surrounded and
captured, and in this case no such considerations had been involved as now
presented themselves to Johnston. To the army of the latter escape was
possible by disorganization; it had not been defeated or surrounded. The
same considerations applied with equal force to Dick Taylor’s and Kirby
Smith’s armies. As soon as it was fully realized that farther resistance was
hopeless, immediate disorganization would follow, and the Confederate ar-
mies would resolve themselves into armed bands of lawless, irrespousible
marauders, scattered over the entire South, unless some motive was offered
sufficient to hold these armies until they could be paroled and disarmed.

Sherman had taken measures to cut off Johnston's retreat southward
when, on the 14th, he received by flag of truce a letter from the Confederate
commander, asking an armistice, and information as to the best terms ou
which he would be permitted to surrender his army. Sherman replied that
he was willing to confer with him as to the terms of surrender, and added:
¢ Mhat a basis of action may be had, T undertake to abide by the same terms
and conditions entered into by Generals Grant and Lee at Appomattox
Court-house, Virginia, on the 9th instant.” Arrangements were made for a
conference on the 17th.

Up to this time Sherman had entertained no other terms of surrender than
those proposed by Grant in the case of Liee’s army. After Lee's surrender,
he wrote to the licutenant general: “The terms you have given Lee are
magnanimous and liberal. Should Johnston follow Lee's example, I shall,
of course, grant the same,” The very day after he had agreed to meet and
confer with Johnston, he again wrote : “I will grant the same terms as Gen-
eral Grant gave General Lee, and be careful not to complicate any points of
civil policy.”

During the interval between the first correspondence between Slierman
and Johnston and their meeting on the 17th, no movement was made by
either army.! At noon of the day appointed, the two generals met at a
house five miles from Durham Station under a flag of truce, They had nev-
er met before in person, though for two years they confronted each other on

1«7 was both willing and anxions thus to consume a few days, as it would enable Colonel
Wright to finish onr railroad to Raleigh. Two bridges had to be built, and 12 miles of new road

made. We had no iron except by taking up that on the branch from Goldshorough to Weldon.

Instead of losing time, I gained in every way, for every hour of delay possible was rc-qmre_d to re-

construct the railroad to our rear, nmllimpl‘ﬂve the condition of eur wagon roads to the front, so

desirable in case the negotiations failed, and we be foreed to make the race of near

head off or catch Johnston, then retreating toward Charlotte.”—Sherman'’s Report.
9 K

200 miles to
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many battle-fields. The interview, says Sherman, was frank and soldier-like.
Johnston freely acknowledged that the war was at an end, and that every
sacrifice of life after Lee’s surrender was simply murder. He admitted that

He had no right to ask
any better conditions for himself. But the situation of his army was pecul-
iar. The sudden revelation ‘of the hopelessness’ of farther resistance was
likely to operate on the fears and: anxieties of his soldiers. The conse-
quence would be to relax military restraint. Ile therefore asked that some
general concessions might be made which would enable him to maintain his
control over his troops until they could beigot back to the neighborhood of
their homes. e ‘suggested, also, that ‘the proposition agreed upon should
extend to all the Confederate armies then existing. Sherman asked John-
ston what authority he had as to the armies beyond his own command.
Johnston admitted he had no such power, but thought he could obtain it.
He did not know where Davis was, but he could find Breckinridge—the
Confederate Secretary of War—whose orders would be every where respect-
ed. Tt.was then agreed to postpone the farther consideration ofthe subject
till noon on the next day.

Sherman returned to Raleigh and conferred with his general officers, every
one of whom pronounced in favor of a conclusion of the war upon terms
which seemed so favorable, and which involved no saerifice of the national
honor.

The conference with Johnston was renewed on the 18th. The territory
within the immediate command of Johnston comprised the states of North
and South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. e was now able to satisfy Sher-
man of his power to disband also the armies in Alabama, Mississippi, Loui-
siana, and Texas. He then asked Sherman what he was willing to do.
Sherman replied that he could only deal with belligerents—that no military
man could go beyond that. He was willing to make terms for the Confed-
erate soldiers in accordance with President Lincoln’s amnesty proclamation ;
that is, all of the rank of colonel and under should have pardon upon con-
dition of taking the oath of allegiance to the United States. He was also
willing to go farther than this—he would grant what had been conceded to
Lee's army, that every officer and soldier who would return home, observe
his parole and obey the laws, should be free from disturbance by United
States authority. But Johnston did not scem to be quite satisfied. e ex-
pressed great solicitude lest the Southern States should be dismembered,
and denied representation in Congress or any separate political existence;
also, lest the absolute disarming of his men might leave the South power-
less, and exposed to the depredations of assassins and robbers. Sherman
listened with great courtesy to all this, which both commanders equally
well knew lay outside the scope of a military surrender. In reply, he sim-
ply expressed his own personal assurance that if the Southern people sub-
mitted to the lawful authority of the nation, as defined by the Constitution,
the courts, and the authorities of the United States, supported by the courts,
there would be no occasion for solicitude; they would “ regain their position
as citizens of the United States, free and equal in all respects.”

While the conversation was thus drifting off from the main question,
Johnston suggested that Breckinridge be allowed to come in. Sherman
was never fond of politicians, and had very good reasons for not being par-
tial to this one in particular. IHe reminded Johnston thatit had been agreed
that the negotiation must be confined to belligerents. ~ Johnston replied that
he understood that perfectly. “ But,” said he, Breckinridge, whom you do
not know, save by public rumor, as the secretary of state, is, in fact, a major
general, Have you any objection to his being present as a major general 7"
Sherman then consented, and Breckinridge came in; and though it was un-
derstood that he was only present as a part of Johnston’s personal staff, he
joined in the conversation. Soon a courier entered and handed Johnston a
package of papers, over which he and Breckinridge held a conversation, and
then put the papers in their pockets. One of these was a niemorandum,
written, as Johnston told Sherman, by the Confederate Post-master General
Reagan. It was preceded by a preamble, and concluded with some general
terms. Sherman read it, and, being the court in this case, ruled it-out.

The conversation then became general, touching upon slavery, which was
acknhowledged “to be as dead as any thing ean be,” and upon reconstruction.
Then it oceurred to General Sherman—possibly it may have been suggested
by Reagan’s document—to write out a memorandum consisting of some gen-
eral propositions, meaning little or much, according to the construction of
parties, and send them to Washington for the assent or rejection of the gov-
ernment.  No delay would result from this, as he would be obliged to com-
municate with his government in any case, in order to obtain authority by
which he could receive the surrender of armies-beyond the limits of his
proper department.

These propositions Sherman himself calls “ glittering generalities” The
following is the substance of the memoranduri:

The contending armies were to remain as they then were, but the armis-
tice would cease forty-eight hours “after a notice to that effect should be
given by either commander to the other. All the Confederate armies were
to be disbanded and conducted to their several state capitals, where their
arms were to be deposited in the state arsenal, subject to the control of the
general government. There, also, each officer and man was to be paroled.
The several state governments of the South were to be recognized by the
President on their officers and Legislatures taking the oath preseribed by the

| Constitution of the United States. The people of these states were to be

guaranteed their political rights and franchise, :u_nl ”‘1('il' rights of person and
property, as defined by federal and state Constitutions. They were not to
be disturbed so long as they lived peaceably and obeyed the laws. The
war was to cease, and a general amnesty to be granted, on condition of the

s
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disbandment and disarmament of the Confederate armies, and the resump-
tion by the soldiers of their peaceful pursuits,

This memorandum was signed by Generals Johnston and Sherman, who,
recognizing their want of authority to carry its terms into effect, pledged
themselves to promptly obtain such authority, and to endeavor to carry out
the programme indicated.!

So far as Sherman allowed himself to take a political view of the crisis
then upon the nation, this memorandum doubtless expressed, though some-
what crudely, his real sentiments. He said, some time afterward, “1 stn_nd
by the memorandum.” 'He put his signature to the document meaning
thereby to give to its propositions all the sanction he could. He had hastily
penned the memorandum. The act was wholly due to the suggestion of a
moment; it had not been the subject of an hour's deliberation. From the
beginning of the conference he had steadily vesisted the encroachment of
politics upon the negotiation for surrender. He would have persisted in
this resistance if Johnston’s army alone had been concerned. But Johnston
had made a proposition for the surrender of all the Confederate armies from
the Roanoke to the Rio Grande. This proposition Sherman would have
rejected at once if it had not been backed by authority which seemed to him
sufficient, or if it could possibly have been intended as a ruse on the part of
the enemy to gain time. e had neither motive for its rejection. He was
confident that the authority supporting the proposition would be respected
by every Confederate soldier; and he was equally confident of its sincerity.
[t was, moreoyer, a proposition which, from its very terms, was not made to
him, but through him to the United States government. Its rejection by
him without reference to the government, and without a sufficient military
motive, would have been as clearly a usurpation of authority as its accept-
ance would have been without such reference:

But why not submit the proposition to the government in the simplest
terms and unaceompanied by the memorandum? Simply because the prop-
osition was not thus submitted to him. Johnston had admitted that the
terms granted to Lee’s army were sufficiently magnanimous, but had begged
that some official assurance might be given by the general government in
regard to its future treatment of Southern citizens. Some general conces-
sions were asked which might prevent the Confederate soldiers from resort-
ing to a species of guerrilla warfare, from which the people of the South
must suffer heavily. It must be remembered, also, that from Kentucky al-
most to Virginia, General Sherman was the military commander of the
South, and that from the first the regulation of civil affairs had, in a Jarge
measure, been committed to military commanders within their several de-
partments. The consideration of civil affairs—the regulation of trade, of
the affairs of freedmen, of municipal government—was a part of the mani-
fold duties of department commanders. On two previous occasions—in a
letter to the mayor of Atlanta, and subsequently in a communication ad-
dressed to a citizen of Savannah—General Sherman had expressed his sen-
timents as to the policy which would be adopted by the government upon
the return of the South to its allegiance. “Both these letters,” says Sher-
man, “ asserted my belief that, according to Mr. Lincoln’s proclamations and
messages, when the people of the South had laid down their arms and sub-
mitted to the lawful power of the United States, ipso fucilo, the war was over
ns to them; and furthermore, that if any state in rebellion would conform
to the Constitution of the United States, ‘cease war,” elect senators and rep-
resentatives to Congress, if admitted (of which each house of Congress alone
is the judge), that state becomes “nstanter as much in the Union as New
York or Ohio. Nor was I rebuked for these expressions, though it was
untversally known and commented on at the time. And again, Mr. Stanton
in person, at Savan nah, speaking of the terrific expense of the war, and dif-
fieulty of realizing the money necessary for the daily wants of the govern-
ment, impressed me most foreibly with the necessity of bringing the war to
a close as soon as possible for financial reasons.”

Some memorandum must accompany the submission of Johnston’s propo-
gition, in order that the government might understand what concessions
were expected: once before the government, this basis might be modified,

! The following is a copy of the memorandum in full :

“ Memorandum, or Basis of Agreement, made this, the 18th day of April, A. D, 1865, near Dur-
ham’s Station, in the State of Novth Carolina, by and between Geneval Joseph E. Joknston, com-
manding the Confederate Army, and Major General W. T’ Sherman, commanding the Army of
the United States, both present. '

1, The contending armies now in the field to maintain the status guo until notice is given by
the commanding general of any one to his opponent, and reasonable time, say forty-eight. hours,
allowed. ’ : ‘

“11. The Confederate armies now in existence to he disbanded and conducted to their several
state capitals, there to deposit their arms and public property in the state arsenal ; and each offi-
cer and man to execute and file an agreement to cease from acts of war, and to abide the action of
both state and federal anthorities. ‘The number of arms and munitions of war to be reported to
the chief of ordnance at Washington City, subject to the future action of the Congress of the United
States, and in the mean time to be used solely to maintain peace and order within the borders of
the states respectively.

‘111, The recognition by the executive of the United States of the several state governments,
on their officers and Legislatures taking the oath prescribed by the Constitution of the United States;
and where conflicting state governments have resulted from the war, the legitimacy of all shall be
submitted to the Supreme Court of the United States, 2

““IV. The re-establishment of all federal courts in the several states, with powers as defined by
the Constitution and laws of Congress. i

V. The people and inhabitants of all states to be gnaranteed, so far as the executive can, their
political rights and franchise, as well as their rights of person and property, as defined by the Con-
stitution of the United States and of the states respectively. :

“ VI. The executive authority or government of the United States not to disturb any of the
people by reason of the late war, so long as they live in peace and quiet, and abstain from acts of
armed hostility, and obey the laws in existence at the place of their residence.

**VIIL. In general terms, it is announced that the war is to cease ; a general ammesty, so far as
the executive of the United States can command, on condition of the disbandment of the Confed-
erate armies, the distribution of arms, and the resumption of peaceful pursuits by officers and men
hitherto composing said armies,

“Not being” fully empowered by our respective prineipals to fulfill these terms, we individaally
and officially pledge ourselves to promptly obtain authority, and will endeavor te carry out the
above programme, = y

HARPER'S HISTORY OF THE GREAT REBELLION.
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entirely changed, or rejected altogether, There was nothing final, nothing
in the nature of an wllimatum about the memorandum,

In the midst of the negotiations with Johnston, Sherman had heard of the
murder of the President, but saw in that event no reason to modify these
negotiations. In that respect it probably had no more influence over him
than did the information received from General Halleck that a man by the
name of Clark had been detailed for his own assassination.!

Major Hitcheock, an officer on Sherman’s staff, proceeded to Washington
to lay the memorandum before President Johnson. No moment could have
been more unfavorgble for the consideration of concessions to be granted to
rebels than that which witnessed Major Hitcheoek’s arrival at Washington.
The country was buried in a sea of sorrow—a sea which, while it moaned
in hopeless regret for one lost, whose need was now felt more than ever be-
fore, boiled also with indignation against the spirit of treason which had im-
pelled the assassin’s blow. It was, perhaps, too much to be expected of our
poor human nature that President Johnson and his cabinet, meeting under
these circumstances, would consider fairly and calmly the propositions sub-
mitted by Sherman. The document was read, and every word was listened
to very much as if'it had been a proclamation of pardon to Booth and his
fellow-conspirators. Sherman, the scourge, with the fire and the sword, was
the man for that moment, not Sherman, the liberal-minded soldier, who dis-
dained to strike a fallen foe. No one seemed able to preserve calmness save
Lieutenant General Grant, who was present at.the meeting, and who, while
he disapproved of the propositions submitted, was not willing to denounce
his brother commander.

General Grant offered to go in person to Raleigh, and notify Sherman of
the disapproval of the memorandum by the government. He arrived at
Morehead City on the evening of the 23d, and from that point communica-
ted with General Sherman. The latter gave Johnston notice of the close
of the armistice, informed him of the fate of their agreement, and demanded
the surrender of his army on the same terms which had been granted to
General Lee. On the 26th Johnston complied with this demand.? So great
confidence had General Grant in Sherman’s ability to manage his own com-
mand, that, during these final negotiations, Johnston was not aware of his
presence at Raleigh.

! The following letters were written by General Sherman on the 18th to Washington—the first
to accompany the memorandum, and the second having reference to President Lincoln's assassin-
ation :

No. 1.
¢ Headquarters Middle Department of the Missiesippi, in the Field, Raleigh, N, €., April 18, 1865,
¢ To Lientenant General U. 8. Grax®, or Major General Harnteok, Washington, D, C. :

* GeneraL,—Iinclose herewith a copy of an agreement made this day between General Joseph

5. Johnston and myself, which, if approved by the President of the United States, will produce peace
from the Potomac to the Rio Grande. Mr. Breckinridge was present at the conference in the ca-
pacity of a major general, and satisfied me of the ability of General Johnston to carry out to the
full extent the terms of this agreement ; and if you will get the President to simply indorse the
copy, and commission me to carry out the terms, I will follow them to the conclusion. You will
observe that it is an absolute submission of the enemy to the lawful anthorities of the United States,
and disperses his armies absolutely ; and the point to which I attach most importance is, that the
disposition and dispersement of the armies is done in such a manner as to prevent them breaking
up into a guerrilla crew.  On the other hand, we ean retain just as much of an army as we please.
I agree to the mode and manuer of the surrender of armies set forth, as it gives the states the
means of suppressing guerrillas, which we could not expect them to do if we strip them of all
arms.
Both Generals Johnston and Breckinridge admitted that slavery was dead, and I could not in-
gist on embracing it in such a paper, because it can be made with the states in detail. I know that
all the men of substance South sincerely want peace, and I do not believe they will resort to war
again during this century. I have no doubt but that they will in the future be perfectly subordi-
nate to the laws of the United States. The moment my action in this matter is approved, I can
spare five corps, and will ask for and leave General Schofield here with the Tenth Corps, and go
myself with the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Seventeenth, Twentieth, and Twenty-third Corps, vie
Burkesville and Gordonsville, to Frederick or Hagerstown, there to be paid and mustered out.

“The guestion of finanee is now the chief one, and every soldier and officer not needed ought to
go home at once. I world like to be able to begin the march north by May 1st.

““T urge on the part of the President speedy action, as it is important to get the Confederate
armies to their homes, as well as our own. I am, with great respect, your obedient servant,

V. T. Suermay, Major General Commanding,”

No.

“Ieadquarters Military Department of the

“General H, W. HaLrLeok, Chief of Staff, Washington, D.C. ¢ |

¢ GeNerAL,—I received your dispatch describing the man Clark detailed to assassinate me.

He had better be in a hurry or he will be too late. The news of Mr. Lincoln’s death produced a

most intense effect on our troops. At first I feared it would lead to excesses, but now it has soft-

ened down, and can easily be quieted. - None evince more feeling than General Johnston, who ad-

mitted that the act was calculated to stain his cause with a dark hne ; and he contended that the

loss was most severe on the South, who had begun to realize that Mr. Lincoln was the best friend
the South had.

T can not believe that even Mr. Davis was privy to the diabolical plot, but think it the emana-
tion of a lot of young men of the Sonth, who are very devils. I want to throw upon the South the
care of this class of men, who will soon be as*ohnoxious to their industrious class as to us.

¢ Had I pushed Johnston's army to an extremity, it wounld have dispersed and done infinite mis-
chief. Johnston informed me that General Stoneman had been at Salisbury, and was now about
Statesville. I have sent him orders to come to me.

¢ General Johnston also informed me that General Wilson was at Columbus, Ga.,and he wanted
me to arrest his progress. I leave that to you. Indeed, if the President sanctions my agreement
with Johnston, our interest is to cease all destruction. Please give all orders necessary, according
to the views the execntive may take, and inform him, if possible, not to vary the terms at all, for
I have considered every thing, and believe that the Confederate armies are dispersed. We can ad-
just all else fairly and well. I am yours, etc.,

4 SO, T. SierMAN, Major General Commanding.”

9

issippi, in the Field, Raleigh, N. C., Apsil 185, 1865.

3 & Terms of a Military Convention entered into this twenty-sizth (26th) day of April, 1865, at
Bennett's House, near Durham’s Station, North Carolina, between General Joseph E. Johnston,
commanding the Confederate Army, 'and Major General W. 1. Sherman, commanding the United
States :l'rm‘l/ in North Carolina.

‘& All acts of war on the part of the troops nnder General Johnston's command to cease from
this date. All arms and public property to be deposited at Greensborongh, and delivered to an
ordnance officer of the United States army. Rolls of all officers and men to be made in duplicate,
one copy to be retained by the commander of the troops, and the other to be given to an officer to
be designated by General Sherman. Each officer and man to give his individual obligation in
writing not to take up arms against the government of the United States until properly released
from this obligation. The side-arms of officers, and their private horses and baggage, to be re-
tained by them. )

“This being done, all the officers and men will be permitted to return to their homes, not to be
disturbed by the United States aunthorities so long as they observe their obligations and the laws
in force where they may reside.

T T SOW.L T, SmERMAN, Major General Commanding the Army of the United
¢ States in North Carolina,
- # T, B, Jouxstoy, General Commanding Confederate States Army in
“ North Carolina.

“ Approved: U. 8. Guaxr, Lienfenant Genernl.
*‘Raleigh, N, €., April 26,1805
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JAMES BENNET1'S HOUSE, WHERE JOUNSTON SURRENDERED,

The fact that only about 80,000 men and some 10,000 small-arms were
included in the surrender shows that Johunston’s apprehensions as to the
scattering of his command were well founded.

The conduct of the lieutenant general in this affair between the govern-
ment and Sherman was noble and characteristic. Unfortunately, some of
the officers in the cabinet, in their treatment of General Sherman in this con-
nection, were neither just nor generous. It was perfectly proper for the gov-
ernment to reject the basis of agreement between Sherman and Johnston,
But the very reasons given for this repudiation, and which must have been
published by official authority, the terms of the memorandum not having
yet been made public, cast reflections upon General Sherman’s patriotism.
These reasons were thus reported in the newspapers of April 22d:

“Ist. It was an exercise of authority not vested in General Sherman, and
on its face shows that both he and Johnston knew that General Sherman
had no authority to enter into any such arrangement.

“2d. It was an acknowledgment of the rebel government.

“3d. Itis understood to re-establish rebel state governments that had been
overthrown at the sacrifice of many thousands of loyal lives and immense
treasure, and placed arms and munitions of war in the hands of rebels, at
their respective capitals, which might be used as soon as the armies of the
United States were disbanded, and used to conquer and subdue loyal states.

“4th. By the restoration of the rebel authority in their respective states,
they would be enabled to re-establish slavery.

“5th. It might furnish a ground of responsibility, by the federal govern-
ment, to pay the rebel debt, and certainly subjects loyal citizens of the reb-
el states to debts contracted by rebels in the name of the states.

“6th. It put in dispute the existence of loyal state governments, and the
new State of Western Virginia, which had been recognized by every depart-
ment of the United States government.

“Tth, Tt practically abolished the confiscation laws, and relieved rebels of
every degree who had slaughtered our people from all pains and penalties
for their erimes.

«8th, It gave terms that had been deliberately, repeatedly, and solemnly
rejeeted by President Lincoln, and better terms than the rebels had ever
asked in their most prosperous condition.

“Pth. Tt formed no basis of true and lasting peace, but relieved the rebels
from the pressure of our victories, and left them in condition to renew their
effort to overthrow the United States government, and subdue the loyal
states, whenever their strength was recruited, and any opportunity should
offer.”

In the first place, the people were led to suppose that Sherman had ac-
tually usurped authority, which was not the case. The assertion that the
memorandum in any way recognized the Confederate government was en-
tirely without foundation. Nor did the memorandum re-establish Confed-
erate state governments except in the same way that President Lincoln h‘ad
re-established the state government of Virginia.! Indeed, Sherman had in-

L (On the 6th of April (three days before Lee's surrender), President Lincoln wrote to Ccncr:i!
Weitzel : “Tt has heen intimated to me that the gentlemen who have acted as the Legislature of
Virginia in support of the rébellion, may now desire to assemble at Richmond and take measures
to withdraw the Virginia troops and other support from resistance to the general government. It

troduced this feature into his memorandum on the basis of President Lin-
coln’s action in the case of Virginia. It was not until after the rejection of
his own scheme that he heard that the invitation accorded to the Virginia
Legislature had been retracted.

Again, the arms to be deposited in the state capitals were subject to the
control of the United States, and it could only be through the fault of the
government that they could be used in another rebellion.

There was not a word or phrase in the memorandum that indicated by
the remotest suggestion the liability of the United States for the Confederate
debt, or any thing which might be a basis for such liability. Nor did it ac-
knowledge the legitimacy of the obligations of that debt as binding upon
the citizens of the states which had incurred it. The recognition of the
state governments in no way legalized their contracts made during the re-
bellion any more than it sanctioned their repudiation of debts due to North-
ern citizens. :

Instead of putting in dispute the existence of West Virginia, the memo-
randum left that-matter to be settled by proper authority. Nor was the
Confiscation Bill passed by Congress in any way touched by the guarantee
of the rights of person and property to Southern citizens, so far as such
guarantee could be given by the executive, for the President is bound to ex-
ecute the laws of Congress. It relieved no one of the penalty of their crimes
any farther than Grant's terms with Lee had done.

The assertion that the memorandum was contrary to the policy of Presi-
dent Lincoln was so far from being true, that it was exactly false in every
particular. And President Johnston’s subsequent policy of reconstruction
is a curious comment on his rejection of Sherman’s memorandum.

The final reason given is simply absurd. If the memorandum left the
Confederate armies in a favorable situation for a renewal of the war, pray
where did it find those armies?. It certainly did not increase their efliciency

they attempt it, give them permission and protection, until, if at all, they attempt some action hos-
tile to the United States, in which case yon will notify them, give them reasonable time to leave,
and at the end of which time arrest any who remain. Allow Judge Campbell to see this, but do
not make it publie.”

Thus authorized, Gerferal Weitzel approved a call for the meeting of the Virginia Legislature,
"This was after Lee's surrender.  The call approved by General Weitzel read thus :

“The undersigned, members of the Legislature of the Stafe of Virginia, in connection with a
number of citizens of the state, whose names are attached to this paper, in view of the evacuation
of the city of Richmond by the Confederate government and its occupation by the military authori-
ties of the United States, the surrender of the Army of Northern Virginja, and the suspension of
the jurisdiction of the civil power of the state, are of the opinion that an immediate meeting of the
General Assembly of the state is called for by the exigencies of the situation. The consent of the
military authorities of the United States to a session of the Legislature of Richmond, in connection
with the governor and lieutenant governor, to their free deliberation upon the ;_mhiir: affairs, and to
the ingress and departure of all its members under safe-conduct, has been obtained.

“The United States authorities will afford transportation from any point under their control to
any of the persons before mentioned.

% The matters to be submitted to the Legislature are the restoration of peace to the State of Vir-
ginia, and the adjustment of the questions involving life, liberty, and property, that have arisen in
the state as a consequence of war. ] -

““We therefore earnestly request the governor, lieutenant governor, and members of the Leg-
islature to repair to this city by the 25th of April, instant. y ; )

“We understand that full protection to persons and property will be afforded in the state, :I‘Hl.]
we recommend to peaceful citizens to remain at their homes and‘pursue their usual avocations with
confidence that they will not be interrupted.

“We earmestly solicit the attendance in Richmond, on or before the 25th of April, instant, of
the following persons, citizens of Virginia, to confer with us as to the best means of restoring peace
to the State of Virginia. We have secured safe-conduct from the military authorities of the United
States for them to enter the city and depart without molestation.”
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by disbanding them, sending them home, and rendering their arms subject
to the disposition of the United States.

The memorandum ought to have been rejected, on the ground that the
subject of reconstruction could not be settled except by the deliberate action
of the executive and Congress, and should not, therefore, be introduced in
connection with the surrender of the Confederate armies. But the reasons
for its rejection which were published then by official sanction not only had
no validity, but almost seem to have been chosen for publication because of
their reflections upon General Sherman.

On the same day that these reasons were published, Secretary Stanton
telegraphed to General Dix :

“Yesterday evening a bearer of dispatches arrived here from General
Sherman. An agreement for a suspension of hostilities, and a memoran-
dum of what is called “a basis of peace,’ had been entered into on the 18th
instant by General Sherman with the rebel General Johnston, the rebel Gen-
eral Breckinridge being present at the conference.

“ A cabinet meeting was held at 8 o’clock in the evening, at which the
action of General Sherman was disapproved by the President, by the Secre-
tary of War, by General Grant, and by every member of the cabinet. Gen-
eral Sherman was ordered to resume hostilities immediately, and he was di-
rected that the instructions given by the late president, in the following tel-
egram, which was penned by Mr. Lincoln himself, at the Capitol, on the night
of the 8d of March, were approved by President Andrew Johnson, and were
reiterated to govern the action of military commanders.

“On the night of the 8d of March, while President Lincoln and his cabi-

net were at the Capitol, a telegram from General Grant was brought to the |

Seeretary of War, informing him that General Lee had asked for a conference
to make arrangements for terms of peace. The letter of General Lee was
published in a message of Davis to the rebel Congress. General Grant's
telegram was submitted to Mr. Lincoln, who, after pondering a few minutes,
took up his pen, and wrote with his own hand the following reply, which
he submitted to the Secretary of State and the Secretary of War. It was then
dated, addressed, and signed by the Secretary of War, and telegraphed to
General Grant:

¢ ¢ Washington, March 8, 1865, 12 80 P.M.

¢¢¢ Lientenant General GRANT :

“+The President directs me to say to you that he wishes you to have no
conference with General Lee, unless it be for the capitulation of General
Lee’s army, or some minor and purely military matters. Ile instructs me
to say you are not to decide or confer upon any political questions. Such
questions the President holds in"his own hands, and will submit them to no
military conference or conditions. Meantime you are to press to the utmost
your military advantages. Epwin M, Stanton, Secretary of War.’

“The orders of General Sherman to General Stoneman to withdraw from
Salisbury and join him, will probably open the way for Davis to escape to
Mexico or Europe with his plunder, which is reported to be very large, in-
eluding not only the plunder of the Richmond banks, but previous accumu-
lations. A dispatch received by this department from Richmond says:

“¢Tt is stated here by respectable parties that the amount of specie taken
south by Jefferson Davis and his partisans is very large, including not only
the plunder of the Richmond banks, but previous accumulations. They
hope, it is said, to make terms with Sherman, or some other Southern com-
mander, by which they will be permitted, with their effects, including the
gold plunder, to go to Mexico or Europe. Johnston’s negotiations look to
this end.’ :

“ After the cabinet meeting last night, General Grant started for North
Carolina, to direct future operations against Johnston's army.”

This telegram was sent to General Dix for the purpose of publication. It
would have been courteous in the secretary to have withheld this report
until the circumstances under which Sherman had acted were more fully
known. In the first place, it was implied, though not stated, that the same
instructions had been received by Sherman which, on the 3d of March, had
been addressed to the lieutenant general. This would naturally be inferred
from the date of those instructions. Thus Sherman was somewhat cruelly
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| exposed, for a time at least, to a suspicion of disobedience of orders. But

Sherman had not received these instruetions. The statement that Grant had
gone to North Carolina to direct future operations against Johnston's army
was also likely to be misunderstood. Grant had gone to Raleigh to com-
municate to General Sherman the action of the government in regard to the
memorandum. OFf course, if more than that was necessary, Grant would do
more. As lieutenant general, he directed the operations of all the national

| armies. Any instructions from Seeretary Stanton could give him no power

which he had not before. But he never for a moment contemplated the ne-
cessity of interference with, or personal direction of, Sherman’s movements
—and, in fact, did not interfere or direct. Unfortunately, Stanton’s dispatch
implied, and was popularly understood to imply, that Grant's presence at
Raleigh was necessary.

But the matter did not end here.  On the 26th of April, General Halleck,
then at Richmond in command of the Military Division of the James, dis-
patched to Secretary Stanton that he had ordered Generals Meade, Sheridan,
and Wright to move into Sherman’s proper department, and pay no regard
to either the orders or truce of the latter. IHe also advised that Sherman’s
own subordinates should receive similar orders. The pretext given for
moving into Sherman’s department was “to cut off Johnston’s retreat.”
Now Johnston was not retreating, and could not retreat if he would, on ac-
count of the disposition which Sherman had already made of his forces,

This dispatch also was sent by Stanton to Dix for publication. A few
hours later the public was informed through the same channel that the Sec-
retary of War had instructed General Thomas, and, through him, his sub-
commanders, to disregard Sherman’s orders. These bulletins, succeeding
each other with such rapidity, excited at once serious apprehension and a
tumult of indignation. Every body read and wondered. "What had Sher-
man been doing? Had he allied himself with traitors? Could he no longer
be trusted? For a time some terrible danger was supposed to hang like the
sword of Damocles over the republic. It did not seem possible that the
government could itself thus excite popular apprehension without good
reason. W here orders were given to violate a truce—an act pnnishd‘ule
with death by the laws of war—certainly there must be some peril impend-
ing which could only thus be averted. For a brief period a storm of de-
nunciation was directed against General Sherman. And while all this was
going on in the North, it must be remembered that Sherman was accepting
Johnston’s surrender, and that not one word had been said or written to him
indicating the displeasure of the government.! He received the announce-
ment of the rejection of the memorandum with entire good feeling. He
wrote to Stanton on the 25th admitting his “ folly in embracing in a mili
tary convention any civil matters,” He adds: “I bad flattered myself that,
by four years of patient, unremitting, and successful labor, T deserved no re-
minder such as is contained in the last paragraph of your letter to General
Grant.”® It was not until several days afterward that Sherman saw Stan-
ton’s bulleting; and then his indignation was aroused, especially against Hal-
leck, with whom he refused to have any friendly intercourse.’

! The following were the instructions which Grant received from Stanton when he started for
Raleigh, and which were there shown to General Sherman :

“ GeNErAL,—The memorandum or basis agreed npon between General Sherman and General
Johnston having been submitted to the President, they are disapproved. You will give notice of
the disapproval to General Sherman, and direct him to resume hostilities at the earliest moment.

““The instructions given to you by the late President; Abraham Lincoln, on the 3d of March, by
my telegram of that date addressed to you, express substantially the views of President Andrew
Jolmson, and will be observed by General Sherman. A copy is herewith appended.

“The President desires that yon proceed immediately to the headquarters of General Sherman,
and divect operations against the enemy.”

2 See previous note.

3 The following extract from General Sherman’s report shows the manner in which he regarded
the treatment which he had received :

“On the evening of the 2d of May I retwrned to Hilton Iead, and there, for the first time, re-
ceived the New York papers of April 28th, containing Seeretary Stanton’s dispatch of 9 AM. of
the 27th of April to General Dix, including General Halleck’s, from Richmond, of 9 P.M. of the
night before, which seems to have been rushed with extreme haste before an excited publie, name-
ly, morning of the 28th. You will observe from the dates that these dispatches were running back
and forth from Richmond and Washington to New York, and there published. while General Grant
and I were together in Raleigh, North Carolina, adjusting, to the best of our ability, the terms of
surrender of the only remaining formidable rebel army in existence at the time east of the Missis-
sippi River, Not one word of intimation had been sent to me of the displeasure of the government
with my official conduct, but only the naked disapproval of a skeleton memorandum sent properly
for the action of the President of the United States,

“‘The most objectionable features of my memorandum had already (April 24th) been published
to the world in violation of official usage, and the contents of my accompanying letters to General
Halleck, General Grant, and Mr. Stanton, of even date, though at hand, were suppressed,

“ In all these letters I had stated clearly and distinetly that Johnston’s army would zot fight,
but, if pushed, would ‘ disband’ and * scatter’ into small and dangerous guerrilla parties, as injurious
to the interests of the United States as to the rebels themselves; that all parties admitted that the
rebel eause of the South was abandoned, that the negro was free, and that the temper of all was
most favorable to a lasting peace. I say all these opinions of mine were withheld from the public
with a seeming purpose; and I do contend that my official experience and former seryices, as well
as my past life and familiarity with the people and geography of the South, entitled my opinions to
at least a decent respect.

¢ Although this dispatch (Mr, Stanton’s of April 27th) was printed * official,’ it had come to me
only in the questionable newspaper paragraph headed ® Sherman’s Truce Disregarded.’

““T had already done what General Wilson wanted me to do, namely, had sent him supplies of
clothing and food, with clear and distinet orders and instructions how to carry out in Western
Georgia the terms for the surrender of arms and paroling of prisoners made by General Johnston's
capitulation of April 26th, and had properly and most opportunely ordered General Gillmore to oc-
eupy Orangeburg and Augusta, strategic points of great value at all times, in peace or war; hut, as
the secretary had taken upon himself to order my subordinate generals to disobey my ‘orders,’ I
explained to General Gillmore that T would no longer confuse him or General Wilson with * orders’
that might conflict with those of the secretary, which, as reported, were sent, not through me, but
in open disregard of me and of my lawful anthority.

Tt now becomes my duty to paint in justly severe character the still more offensive and danger-
ous matter of General Halleck’s dispateh of April 26th to the Secretary of War, embodied in his to
General Dix of April 27th.

¢ (yeneral Halleck had been chief of staff of the army at Washington, in which eapacity he must
have received my official letter of April 18th, wherein I wrote clearly that if Johnston's army about
Greenshorongh were * pushed,” it would ¢ disperse,” an event Iwished to prevent. About that time he
seems to have been sent from Washington to Richmond to eommand the new Military Division of
the James, in assuming charge of which, on the 22d, he defines the limits of his authority to be the
¢ Department of Virginia, the Army of the Potomae, and such part of North Carolina as may not
be oceupied by the command of Major General Sherman.” (See his General Orders, No. 1.) Four

days later, April 26th, he reports to the secretary that he has ordered Generals Meade, Sheridan,
and Wright to invade that part of North Carolina which was oceupied by my command, and pay
‘no regard to any truce or orders of " mine. They were ordered to ‘ push forward, regavdless of
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slitical Situation
»

U]’().\T the surrender of the Confederate armies the war for the Union
was concluded. The battles had been all fought, and the nation was
victorious. ‘It was, by reason of its victory, secure against traitors in arms.
T'reason might still remain, but it was a disarmed p]‘i;)nor. The reward of
four years of bitter strife had been grasped by a patriotic people. Peace

had come, not through conciliation or compromise, but as a conquest. For |

a brief period the popular enthusiasm knew no bounds, until too soon it was
tempered by the death of Lincoln. No one talked of political theories; all

felt that such theories had no share in the glory of this triumph. The bat- |

tle had l)vclu won by blood and sacrifice. With one.accord the nation turn-
cd toward its armies, and showered its blessings upon them. The success.
ful generals, the brave soldiers—these were the heroes of that time. Four
years before, regiment after regiment had marched through our cities, with
new banners, bright arms, and fresh, youthful faces, 'l'huy were followed by
hopes and prayers. Two soldiers—Ladd and Whitney—in the van of this
southward march, had been slain in the streets of Baltimore, and their death
so impressed the people that they received a monument, and passed into his-
tory sacredly, and by the association of time, linked with the revolutionary
heroes of Lexington. These were the first victims of the war. They led
that glorious march of the dead which, ere the end, numbered among its ranks
over a guarter of a million of just such heroes as they, victims, by disease or
mortal wounds, of this protracted struggle for a nation’s life. .L'lusing up
the rear of this procession, thousands were still gathering from many hos-
pitals.!  DBut, thougl so large a number had disappeared by discharge, Lh‘uih,
or wounds, their places had been filled by others. All together a million
and a half of men had entered the United States service, and at the close of
the war a million still remained,* of whom 650,000 were available for active
duty. There were as many effective soldiers in the army when the Con-
federate forces surrendered as when, in May, 1864, Grant and Sherman en-
tered upon their final campaigns.

Now the record of blood was all writfen, and the scene of four years ago
was reversed. The soldiers were returning to their homes, and as they
passed through our streets were welcomed back with grateful shouts. Their
banners now were tattered, and their arms and uniform battle-soiled; many
an absent one was mourned ; and the fresh faces which went forth from us
returned worn with the hardships of war.
try, and their step was proud and triumphant.

The armies of Grant and Sherman, who had shared in the latest struggle,
as 1110)’ I’russ.ud through Washington, were marshaled in review. Over two
hundred thousand soldiers made up the grand spectacle. They were as-
sembled in one body for the first time. They were gathered:-together from
every battle-field of the war—from the Ohio to New Orleans, from New
Orleans to Olustee, and from Olustee to the Potomae. Those who looked
upon that spectacle were reminded of that first stage of the war when the
national capital was threatened, and when the first recruits rushed to its
rescue. They looked upon a living, moving demonstration of the fact that
treason in a republic could be subdued, though every rebel leader, from Davis
and Stephens down to the most petty demagogue of the South, had prophe-
sied to the contrary. There were some things to mar the triumph. A gen-
eral who had marched and fought his army from Chattanooga through the
fortifications of Atlanta to the sea, and thence to Goldsborough and Wash-
ington, still felt the wrong which had been studiously thrust upon him by

! Tt is estimated that during the war 56,000 national soldiers were killed in battle, while about
35,000 died in hospital of wounds, and 184,000 by disease. The mortal casualties of the war, if we
include those dying subsequent to their discharge, probably did not fall short of 300,000, The
Confederates lost less in battle, owing to the defensive character of the struggle on their part ; but
they lost more from wonnds and disease, on account of their inferior sanitary arrangements. The
total loss of life caunsed by the rebellion must have been over half a million, while nearly as many
more were disabled.

1 The calls made during the war amount to nearly three millions of men. The following table
shiows the date of the several demands, the length of the period of service required, and the number
obtained :

Number Periods of Number
Dats of Call | fi l ice. I

eall for. | obtained

Date of (

|

APt 10, 1960200000 | 3 mos. | ) ‘

May and July, 1561 .. 3 yis T14.2 Febroary 1, 1564. ... '_’uu.hmn‘

May and Jnne, 1562, 3 mos, 15,007 || March 14, 1564, 200,000 |

’ 500,000 | 3 yrs, | 481,058 || April 23, 1861....... §5.000 | 100 ds

Angust 4, 1862, L.l RODLOOO | O mos, 87,088 July 18,1864, ... .... 500,000 | 1, 2, & 3 yrs

June 15, 1863 .. ...... 100,000 | 6 mos. 31 || December 10, 1864 .. | 800.000 | 1,2, & s | 204,568 |
; ‘ - | Z04LTA8 [ 2,680,401

Tofale s

The following table shows the number of men furnished by the several states, in the aggregate,
and reduced to three years' standard:

States. | Aggregate. ‘
5 3

Maing'. . oo
New Hampshi

Vermont. . .
Muassachugetts
Rhode Istand.
Connecticut

S| LT

8,217

51(‘_1-w,|
96,118

850,980
Bh.TRG
207,555

10

T 2,120,041 |

Maryland

72,653,062

Total .. ..

It is impossible to give an exact estimate of the number of different men who entered the serv-
ice. It is generally conceded, however, to have been about a million and a half,  Scarcely less rh_np
three quarters of a million different men entered the Confederate armies, not including state mili-
tin. So that the number of men withdrawn from industrial pursunits by the war was over two
millions.
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But they had served their coun- |
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some officers of the government.
hand,
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Sherman could not take Halleck by the
The soldiers also grievously missed the presence of Lincoln, who

had called them to the conflict, and to whom they had always looked as

father and friend.

But may we not suppose that Lincoln, though with-
drawn from the earth, looked down upon the sublime spectacle?

Did he

not, as one of our poets has imagined, marshal another host, composed of
those who, like him, had been victims of this civil war, apd who now par-

ticipated in this grand review ?!

! Henry Howard Brownell, in a poem originally published in the Atlantic Monthly—a poem
which is certainly the greatest of the many called forth by the war—thus expresses this imagina-

tion :

 So, from the fields they win,
Qur men are marching home—
A million are marching home!
To the cannon's thundering din,
And bann DR
And the ships come
With all their ¢
As erst for a gres

* Let every color fly,

Every pennon tlaunt in pride;
Wave, Sturry Flag, on high |
Float in the sunny sky,

Stréam o'er the stormy tide!
For every stripe of stainless hue,
And every star in the field of blue,
Ten thousand of the brave and true

Have laid them down and died.
*And in all our pride to-day

We ti » With a tender pain,
O1 those fir away

Tuey will not come home again.

& And our boys had fondly thought,
To-day, in marchin
From the
And th ldds 80 by
To have met thei

*But they may not see him in place,
Nor their ranks be seen of him ;
We look for the well-known fuce,
And the splendor is strangely wim.
¢ Perighed P—who was it said
Our Leader had passed away ¥
Dead?  Our President dead ¥
1le has not died fora day!

* We mourn for & little breath
Such as, late or soon, dust vields;
But the dark flower of death
Llooms in the fadeless fields.

“We looked on a cold, #till brow,
But Lincoln could yet survive;
He never was more alive,
Never nearer than now.

*For the pleasant
Guarded by fai
In the tairest of &

With his own |
There our Pre

ason found him,
ful hands,
Lands ;

**There they are all at his side,
The noble hearts and true,
That did all men mi

Then slept, with thei

*Of lietle the stomn
But the brave and
("Tis but dust wheve
And but turf where Lyon lay).

“There's Winthrop, true to the end,
Usworth of lon, ()

r young head lnid low 1),
ker, the b ld friend,
5 the friendly toe,

tood np

h on either hand <

rt to stoop,

must stand.')

* The hero

There

Sedgwick, of riege and storm,

And Mitehell, that joiued his stars.

gather and form—
Cumeron, with his scars,

“ Winthrop, of sword and pen,
Wadsworth, with silver hairy
Mansfield, ruler of men,
And braye McPherson are there.
“ Birngy, who led go long,
Abbott, born to command,
Elliots the bold, and Strong,
Who fell on the hard-fought strand
¢ Lytle, goldier and bard,
“And the Lllets, sire and son ;
Ransam, all grandly scurred,
And Redfield, no more on guard
(But Allatoona is woenl).
¢ Reno, of pure desert,
Kearney, with heart of flame,
And Russell, that hid his hart
Till the final death-bolt came;

warrilly dead where he fought,
Wallace, that would not yleld,
And Sumner, who vainly souglh

A ¢ on the foughten fiel

d

H(But died ere the end he saw,
With years and battles outworn).
There's Harker of Kenesaw,
And Ulrie Dablgren, and Show,
That slept with his hope forlorn,

¢ Bayard, that knew not fear
(I'rue as the knight of yore),
And Putnam, and Paul Kevere,
Worthy the names theéy bore.
¢ Allen, whodied for otliers,
jryan, of gentle fame,
And the brave New England brothers
That have left ug Lowell’s name.

“Home, at last, from the wars—
Steadman, the stanch and mild,
And Janeway, onr hero-child,

Home, with his fifteen scars!

‘SThere's Porter, ever in front,

True son of ki ire,

And Christian F d Dupont

(Dupont, who led hi i

Itounding the first ellip=e

Of thunder and of fire).

S There's Ward, with his brave death-wounds,
And Cummings, of gpot
And Smithy who hurtled b
When deck and hatelh we
S Walnwr
Rod

» aflume;

hit, steadfast and true,

! - hlood

And Craven, with ship and crew
Sunk in the salt sew flood.

*CAnd, a little later to part,
Qur eaptain, noble and dear—
(Did they deem thee, then, austere ?
Draywon! O pure and kindly heart!
Thine iz the sewman's tear),

AN such, and many another
(Ah, list how long to name !),
That stood like brother by brother,
And died on the field of f:
“ Apd around—(for there can cense
This earthly trouble)—they throng,
The friends that had passed in peace,
The foes that have seen their wrong.

¢ (But, a little from the rest,
With sad eyes looking down,
And brows of softened frown,

With stern s
Are two, stand abreast
Stonewall and Old John Brown,)

¢ But the stainless and the true,
These by their President stand,
To lovk on his last revicw,
Or march with the old command
“ And lo, from a thousand fields,
“rom all the old battle-haunts,
er army than Sherman wields,
rrander review than Grant's!

“ Gathered home from the grave,
Risen from sun and rain—
Rescued from wind and wave
Out of the stormy main—
The legions of our ve

Are all in their lines

gainl
“ Many a stout corps that went,
Full-ranked, from camp and tent,
And brought k a brigade;
Many a brave regiment,
That mu nly & squad.

The lost hattalions,
That, when the fight went wrong,
Stood and died at their guns—
The stormers steady and strong,
S With their best bleod that bought
Scarp, and ravelin, and wall—
The companies thut fought
Till a corporal’s guard was all,
“ Many a valiant erew,
i passed in battle an
faithful and tyw
7 died on the bloody deck,

he rear,
d to the hold
““The shattered wreck we hurried,
In death-fight, fror
The Blacks that Wag o
That died in the Bleody Fortl
“ Comrades of camp and mess,
Lefts as they lay, to die,
In the hattle's sorest stress
When the storm of fight swept by3
They lay in the Wild :
Ah! where did the
““Inthe tang

The hammocks

y not lie ¥
vd swamp they lay,

I'hey 1 o &till on the sward l—
They relled in the sick-bay,
Moaniog tl lives away—
1in the fevered ward.
“ They rotted in Libby yonder,

They starved in the foul stockade—

g afur the thunder
Of the Union eannonade!

They tlu

“ But the old wounds all are hes

And the dungeoned limbs ar 2

The Blue Fr s rige from the field,
The Blue Jackets out of the sei

aped from the torture-den,
broken the ly sod

1 of a million men
sl for thee and for God?

1 hat ¢

“+ A tenderer green than May
The Eternal Season wear
The blue of aur summe )
1g dim and pallid to theirs—
The horror faded away,
And 'twas henven all unawares!

4+ Teanta on the Infinite Shore !
rs in the azuling sky,
Sails on the sens onge more |
T'o-duy, in the heaven on high,
All under arms ence mops!
““The troops are all in their lines,
The guidons fAlutter and play;
y bayonet ehines,
For all wust march to-day.
“«'What lofty pennons flayunt ?
haunt,

the main?

The Congress i all ataunt?
The Cumberland’s manned again!
¢ All the ships and their men
TR RAL (‘vulh’i'--.
vhen

i hnundered away—
All at thelr guns, as
For the fleet salu

& Lo-idny.
“The armies have broken camp
On the vast and sunny plain.
The drums are rolling again ]
With steadyy mensured b
They're marching all
< With alignment firm and solemn,
One in they form
In mighty square and column—
But neyer for charge and storm.

««The olil flag they died under
Floats ahuve them on the shore,
And on the great ships yondcr
The enzigns dip onee more—
And onge again the thauder
Of the thirty guns and four!
& T solid platoons of etoely
Under | v's trinmphal arch,
The lon k nnd wheel,
“orward, march !’

4 The eolors 1i
The drutns

ng their Predident’s eye.
< With a soldier's quiet pric
They smile ¢'er the perished pain,
TFor their anguish was not vain—
¢ For thee, () Father, we died !
And we Jid not die in vain.'

» mile !

i we !

Form ronnd him, rank and file,
And look on the kind, rough face;

But the quaint and homely smile
H glory and a grace

It never had known erewhile—
Never, in time and spac

< Close round him, hearts of pride!
Press near him, oy gide—
Qur Father f
For the Holy Right ye died,
And Christ, the Urncified,
Waits to welcome his own.™

MCORES pey




790- HARPER'S HISTORY OF THE GREAT REBELLION. [May, 1865,

i
““}‘IHV;‘ e

ANS MARCHING THROUGH PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE.

3
't

MAN'S VETE}

3
it

GRAND REVIEW AT WASHINGTON.—SHEX




May, 1865.]

Immediately after Lee's surrender the government began to return to a
peace establishment. Four days after this surrender Fsc&’ut;n‘y Stanton is:
sued orders stopping all drafting and recruiting, eurtailing i‘\uruh:zsa;s of
arms and supplies, and reducing the number of general and staff officers
Jefore the close of April, 1865, preparations were made for mustering out
the volunteers.  On November 15th, 900,000 soldiers had been disch:ntﬁcd.‘
The stability of the republic was not more surely demonstrated by ﬂn'\‘su&
cess of the war for the Union than by the spu;-.;d_\-' and quiet return of its de-
fenders to civil pursuits after the suspension of hostilities,

The course of the war has been fraced in the pages of this history. Of
the minor actions, many have been omitted because they had no bearing
upon the result; but the principal campaigns have been n.lc\'clup(-\l as aceu-
rately and elaborately as has beeu possible. We who have written, while
aware of the fact that many events might have been more fully dcvlu]npod
and illustrated by private and unofficial intelligence, still feel confident that
the general outlines of the war, as we have delineated them, will thus remain

forever. It is unnecessary for us here to enter into a minute review of the
contest. Two eras of theswar are distinctly marked. The first ended in

the summer of 1863, in the victories at Gettysburg and Vicksburg. - In this
first period no distinetion can be made between the martial enthusiasm or
military skill displayed on the two sides of the struggle. In the peninsular
campaign of 1862, it is diffjenlt to say which general committed the most
serious blunders—Lee or MeClellan. At Shiloh we are no more astonished
by Grant’s negligence as to any preparation for the conflict which he knew
was sure to come, than by the panie which two gun-boats created among the
Confederates, depriving them of the victory of which they were already as-
sured by their preponderance of numbers. If we wonder why Hooker, at
Chancellorsville, outnumbering the enemy almost two to one, was compelled
to recross the Rappahannock, we are not less surprised that Johnston and
Pemberton did not prevent Grant from reaching the rear of Vieksburg after
the latter general had placed his army at the mercy of his antagonists. But
after the defeat of the Confederates at Gettysburg, involving severe losses on
their side, and after the surrender of Vicksburg and Port Hudson, involving
a loss of nearly 50,000 more, we find the conflict not only contracted to
smaller proportions, but proceeding upon far more favorable conditions for
the national armies. After this time the Confederate forces dwindle away
by discouragement and desertion, and never again reach their former num-
bers. The decisive victories won by Grant at Missionary Ridge and Look-
out Mountain, in November, 1863, began to illustrate the new conditions of
this second era of the war. At the same time, Meade was hesitating in the
East; but in May, 1864, Grant was at the head of the Army of the Potomae.
Then simultaneously began the campaigns against Richmond and Atlanta,
and in both the Union armies were twice as large as those which eonfronted
them. The exhaustion of the enemy now went on rapidly, and the memo-
rable blunder of Hood’s invasion hastened the final crisis. Sherman pro-
ceeded upon his two bold marches, and in the spring of 1865 the war was
terminated in Virginia and North Carolina.  The crushing political defeat
of the peace party in the North, while it did not create military victories,
insured the ultimate success of our armies, and took away from the insur-
gents their last hope.

Upon a careful study of the campaigns of this war, and comparing them
with those of the O1d World in other times, although we find much that ex-
cites admiration, we do not find upon either side a general who could rank
with the first-class generals of the world. The comparison of Lee, or
Johnston, or Grant, or even of Sherman, with Napoleon or Frederick, is un-
warranted, while either of the American generals named might be fitly
matched with the Duke of Wellington. Republics do not, in the ordinary
course of events, naturally beget Cresars, Napoleons, nor ['redericks. Few
of our generals entered the war to satisfy a personal ambition, and those
who did failed utterly. Whatever suceess was attained was the result of a
desire to faithfully serve the country. It is fortunate, on the whole, that
such was the case, and that the people might claim for themselves the
vietory.

The fact that over one eighth of the population’of the country consisted
of slaves, and the relation of this servile race to the war, demands our at-
tention. The negroes of the South expected that the war would resnlt in
their emancipation, and they were not surprised when the government broke
their fetters. They waited for their freedom, but not one blow of their own
motion did they strike for it. When they came within our lines, their pov-
erty and dependence made them willing conseripts. Their sympathy with
the national cause is evident from the many instances in which they fur-
nished valuable information to our officers, and assisted our fugitive prison-
ers in escaping -northward. Their assistance, however valuable, was not
absolutely necessary, and had no important bearing upon the ﬁn:tl.rc'sn]L of
the war. About 175,000 negroes entered the United States service, and a
large portion of these were employed in garrison duty. It is a very sug-
gestive faet, and speaks well for the peaceful disposition of the Southern
negro, that while thousands of om)c)rmnitics were afforded, no C:L;&:out‘)f ser-
vile insurrection occurred during the war. In the early part (».I~ 1865, when
every other resource had apparently been exhausted, the question of enroll-
ing the negro as a soldier, and giving him his freedom, fwas quite generally
discussed in the South, but it did not meet with the favor of the Confeder-
ate President, If this measure had been adopted by the Confederate govern-
ment at an early stage of the war, there is no reason 1o doubt that the H};l\'cs
would have fought for the enemies of the national government as willingly

——
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i
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as they built their fortifications or performed other offices. The disposition
by the nation of the emancipated slave after the war closed did not rest so
much upon the basis of gratitude as upon general considerations affecting
the common welfare.

It has been frequently asserted that the foreign element of our population
was indispensable to ‘victory, but this assertion is contradicted by the fact
that over nine tenths of our soldiers were native-born citizens. The tri-
umph ot the nation would have been certain if neither foreigners nor slaves
had engaged in the contest.: “Butthis fact ought not to diminish the nation’s
gratitude toward the negroes and foreigners who fought in its behalf, and
who acquitted themselves well on the field of battle.

The two ideas upon which the Confederacy rested were those of state
soyereignty and the untrammeled development of negro slavery. Scarcely,
however, had the Southern States been, for these purposes, launched upon
their novel voyage—scarcely had they entered upon the conflict for inde-
pendence, when the necessities of war threatened the ruin of both state
sovereignty and slavery. The concentration of power in the Confederate
executive—more formidable and despotic than had ever before been exer-
cised over the states of the republic—left scarcely a vestige of liberty either
to states or individuals. And, on the other hand, the progress of the na-
tional arms—slow, but steady and sure—threatened the destruction of slay-
ery. The people of the South, therefore, could nof, without apprehension,
look forward to either success or defeat. They had espoused a cause which,
if won, placed them at the mercy of the despotism to which they had com-
mitted themselves, and the loss of which would lay them prostrate at the feet
of a power whose just claim to their allegiance they had defied and resisted.
To one of these evils they had committed themselves so absolutely that no
release from that Jay within their power; to the other evil they would not
yield but by compulsion. They were embarked upon a ship whose pilots
would surely deliver it into the jaws of Scylla, unless Fate should deliver it
over to the opposite Charybdis. Fate was rapidly deciding in favor of
Charybdis; but, in the mean time, they, without heart, and in their despera-
tion, shouted their pilots on Scylla-ward. It was a pitiable *situation, but

| they had brought it upon themselves by weakly yielding their property and

their lives at the bidding of ambitious traitors. Ina moment of enthusiasm,
believing that no power could withstand “Southern chivalry,” and that
Northern enterprise, industry, and intelligence were but synonyms for cow-
ardice, and would easily be driven from every battle-field by an effete slave
aristoeracy, they had dared every thing, had invoked war by an outrage upon
the national flag, had pledged their estates, their honor, and their lives to
treason. A few months of war exposed their mistake, both as to the char-
acter of their leaders and of the struggle in which they were engaged ; but
then there was no escape for a people already demoralized by rebellion.

Tt was only by the most arbitrary exercise of power that the Confederate
armies were recruited after the first year of the war. Those who volun-
teered at the beginning were forcibly retained after the expiration of their
terms of service. On the 16th of April, 1862, a Conseription Bill passed the
Confederate Congress which placed in the service for three years all white
men between the ages of 18 and 35 not legally exempted. On the 15th of
July, 1863, Davis issued a proclamation which included in the service all
between 18 and 45. But even this act was not sufficient. The Confederate
armies did not reach their former standard.  This was due largely to deser-
tion, In February, 1864, a Conscription Bill was passed by the Confederate
Congress declaring all white men between the ages of 17 and 50 “in the
military service for the war.” By this law, the exemption of those who had
furnished substitutes was revoked. The only persons exempted were minis-
ters of the Gospel who were in the actual performance of their duties ; super-
intendents of deaf, dumb, and blind or insane asylums; oune editor for each
newspaper, and such employés as he might upon oath declare indispens-
able; public printers and their necessary assistants; one apothecary to each
drug-store ; physicians over 80 years of age of seven years’ practice; presi-
dents and teachers of colleges, academies, and schools, who had 30 or more
pupils; the superintendents of public hospitals, with such physicians and
nurses as were indispensable for the management of the same; and one ag-
rioulturist on each farm where there was no white male adult not liable to
military duty, and which employed 15 able-bodied slaves. This act left no
resource untouched. Only those were excluded from serviee who were ab-
solutely necessary to the production of supplies and for thé exeeution of the
functions of government, According to an estimate published at Richmond
at the close of 1864, there were in the Confederacy in 1860, between the
ages of 17 and 50, 1,299,700 white men. Since that time it was estimated
that 831.650 had arrived at the age of 17.  And this addition would prob-
ably be balanced by the ordinary mortality added to the number of those
who had advanced beyond the age of 50. But, deducting the population
within the Federal lines, the losses in battle and by unusual disease, exemp-
tions for disability, prisoners held by the Federals, and those who had left
the country, there were less than half a million of soldiers left to the Con-
federacy, and of these full 250,000 were already in the Confederate armies.
From this estimate it appears that by the close of 1864 the Confederacy was
nearly exhausted of its fighting men.

The Conseription Act pnssnrd by the United States Congress did not di-
rectlv increase the army fo any considerable extent. But the number of
substitutes obtained, and the high bounties offered under the influence of
the act, increased the Federal armies to the full measure required.

It would be unjust to leave unnoticed Secretary Stanton’s admirable
and efficient administration of the War Department. By this department

| 2 million of men were fed, clothed, armed, and supplied with ammunition,

and with all the war material necessary 1o organized armies; an Immense




fleet of transports moved at its bidding, laden with supplies; and under
its orders thousands of miles of railroad were constructed and put in opera-
tion. Upon its prompt and. efficient efforts; our armies depended not onlf
for subsistence, but also, to a great degree, for the successful issue of their
marches and battles. At the head of this vast organization stood the sec-
retary, untiring, conscientious, kind-hearted, but often -brusque, as men are
apt to be upon whom rest weighty responsibilities. . His character was irre-
proachable, and his management was characterized by scrupulous economy:
He had his failings, doubtless, and made many enemies; but no man prob-
ably, could have been more wisely selected to move, adjust, and keep 1n
harmonious operation the intricate machinery of a gréat war. _

The task of supplying the national armiés involved only a financial prob-
lem ; with the Confederates it was a question of possibilities,.and in 1863
it became a difficult and embarrassing question. «The Confederate currency
had depreciated until a dollar in paperwas only worth six cents in coin.
There were not in the South, as in the North, large capitalists to-buy up the
government bonds, and the banks were rapidly exhausted. = The agricultu-
rists 'were ‘willing to sell their produce culy at the highest market price in
currency, and many refused to sell at all, ' The most fertile portion of the soil
was devoted to the production of cotton, tobaceo, and rice, and the substitu-
tion of. other crops was a measure very reluctantly adopted. To add to the
embarrdassment of the situation, the year 1868 was remarkable for scarcity
in every crop., The possession of the Mississippi cut off all supplies from
the fertile states west of that river, and the occupation of East Tennessee
deprived the Confederate armies of bacon. The stringency of the blc,‘Jckud(:
madé any extensive importation of supplies or exportation of cotton impos-
sible; and an important consequence was thé absorption of a large propor-
tion' of labor in the production of war material. The conscription of all
the able-bodied men in the Confederacy between 18 and 45 left a small
laboring population, if we except women, children, and slaves. It is easily
seen, therefore, that the slaves of the South were alrcady become an indis-
pensable support of a war for the perpetuation of their own bondage. If
at this erisis the Confederate government had proclaimed the emancipation
of slaves, it would have stood on a high vantage-ground both as regarded
foreign powers and the conduct of its struggle for independence. But such
an act was, under the circumstances, a moral impossibility.

The Confederate government met the difficulty of obtaining supplies just
as it had met that of obtaining soldiers. As it had forced the latter by con-
seription, so now it began to impress the former., If its despotic will could
demand the lives of men,it could certainly demand their property. Thus
the government obtained supplies at its own price. = But this action created
gréat popular diseontent and much distress. The natural desire on the part
of agricnlturists to evade impressment led them to refuse their products to
the public markets. DBesides this, the extent to which impressment was car-
ried on in the vicinity of the principal dépots left a seanty supply of provi-
sions for the people, and especially for women and-children whose natural
protectors were in the army. Famine cursed the large cities, and the in-
stances were not a few in which women marched through the streets with
arms in their hands, and compelled the satisfaction of their hunger which
they had no money to appease.

What food there was in the Confederacy was not made fully available for
the supply of the army or of the principal towns. The railroads were giv-
ing way, and there were no means at hand for their repair. The wooden
ties rotted, the:machinery was almost exhausted, the rails were worn out,
and thus the'speed and capacity of the trains were greatly reduced.. This
embarrassmént in regard to supplies weakened and discouraged the Con-
federate armies, and produced disaffection among the people.

In another respect a great contrast is presented upon a comparison of the
National and Confederate armies. We allude to sanitary arrangements,
No nafion eyer took such care of its armies in the field as did the United
States:in this: war. = Scarcely had the President issued his first call for
75,000 men before, in our cities and rural distriets, hundreds of soldiers
and societies sprang up to furnish lint, bandages, hospital clothing, nurses,
and- delicacies for the sick and the wounded. It was at this time that the
Women's: American Association of Relief was organized in New York City.
Associated with this organization were a number of eminent medical men,
prominent among whom was Rev. Henry W. Bellows, D.D. This society
united with the advisory committee of the Board of Physicians and Sur-
geous of New York, and the New York Medical Association for furnishing
supplies in aid of the army, in sending a delegation to Washington«to offer
their co-operation with the medical burean of the government.* Accord-
ingly, TL. W. Bellows, and Drs. W.IL Van Buren, Elisha Harris, and Jacob
Harsen, on. the 18th of May, 1861, addressed a communication to the Secre-
tary of War recommending the organization of a commission of civilians,
medical men, and military officers, having for its object the regulation and
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development of .the active benevolence of the people toward the army.

With some reluctance the organization was permitted to exist under the
name of a *“Commission of Inquiry and Advice in respect of the Sanitary

Interests of the United States Forces.”” Subsequently it-was styled simply |

the United States Sanitary Commission.! From duties which at first were
simply ‘advisory, the commission soon advanced to such as were executive.
[ts representatives were found upon every transport, at every camp and

York ; Professor AL D, Bache, Vice-President, Washington ; Elisha Harris, M.D.; Corresponding
Secretary, New York ;. George W, Cullum; U. 8. A,, Washington: Alexander B. Shiras, U. 8, A
Washington ; Robert C. Wood, M.D., U. S, A., Washington: W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York
Woleott Gibbs, M.D,, New York; Cornelius R. Agnew, M.D., New York ; George T. St rong, New
York;” Erederick Law Olmstead, New York; Samuel G. Howe, M.D., Boston; J.S. Newberry, M.

1¢ commission was composed of the following gentlemen : Rev. H. W, Bellows, D.D., Newd

., Cleveland, Ohio.  Others were afterward included, and there were nearly 600 associate mem- |

bers in all parts of the country.
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every fort; in eyery hospital and on every battlefield. - It carefully investi-
gated the character of the original material of the army from a sanitary
point of view. The diet and clothing of the recruits, the cleanliness of their
persons, their. camping-grounds, were all subjects of its care. Disease was
thus, to a great degree, prevented in the incipient. stages of the soldier’s
career. - Every provision ‘was made for the relief of the sick and the
wounded. = The ambulances of the commission followed the army into bat-
tle, took the soldier almost as he fell, and prompt and sufficient relief was
applied where relief was possible, and the most tender care taken of the
dead. When the soldiers of the hostile army fell into our hands, they also
shared in these beneficent provisions.

The officers and agents of the commission received no compensation for
their labors.. The people gencrously sapplied them with the necessary
means for carrying out their designs, both by the contribution of money
and supplies. There were other organizations formed for similar objects,

| prominent among which were the Christian and the Western Sanitary Com-

missions. It is estimated that through these channels, and other means
used for the benéfit of the: soldier, not less than $300,000,000 were ex-
pended. At a single fair in New York City over a million of dollars was
realized by the United States Sanitary Commission.

It must not be supposed that the Confederates at home did not make sac-
rifices for their soldiers in the field, but from thglack of extensive and well-
regulated -organizations like those which we have described, their armies
suffered far” heavier losses both from diseases in the camp, which might
have been largely prevented, and from casualties in the field, which proved
fatal for want of prompt relief.

In this general review of tlie war there is one page upon which the his-
torian is loth to enter. . Whatever instances of barbarity may have occurred
in the heat of battle or in the excitement of the march on either side, and
although in some sections of the West there was a prevailing disregard of
the usages of civilized war, still, to the soldiers of both armies, history must
yield the honor always due to bravery. But the treatment of national
prisoners by the Confederate- government, especially in- the later stages of
the war, is a disgrace which the conscientious historian ean neither palliate
nor.gloss over, though his cheek burn with shame for his own countrymen.

The question of the exchange of prisoners was at the outset one beset
with.a legal difficulty. At first the prevailing opinion was in favor of hang-
ing as traitors every prisoner captured by the government. The rebellion
was regarded as an insurrection which could soon be put down by energy
and severity, and it seemed derogatory to the national dignity to rocogniz‘c
the. belligerent rights of rebels by negotiations with them of any sort. - But
it was soon found necessary to adopt a different view of the whole question.

The first: prisoners captured by the government were the captain and
erew: of the privateer Savannah, who fell into the hands of the United
States brig Perry on the 8d of June, 1861. These men were tried as pirates;
but;while their trial was pending, the Confederate government threatened
to, visit upon the prisoners captured at Bull Run the precise punishment
which should be: inflicted upon. the privateersmen.. By this threat of re-
taliation, the national government was induced to abandon its position.
There still remained an unwillingness on its part to directly sanction ex-
changes, and the whole matter was for a time sulimitted to the various ¢om-
manders, to be arranged under.flags of truce.© But in this way only a few
exchanges took place. -Without instructions from the general government,
our, generals declined to receive communications on the subject from the
other side. Thus, after the battle of Belmont, in November, 1861, General
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CAMP OF CONFEDEBATE PRISONERS AT ELMIRA; NEW YORK.,

Grant refused to treat with General Polk for a general exchange of prison-
ers captured in that action. The shyness of the national government in
this matter was as ridiculous as it was unnecessary. The existence of the
blockade was a recognition of belligerent rights as full as that involved in
a cartel for the exchange of prisoners, In neither case did the Tecognition
of belligerent rights involve a recognition of sovereignty. If the necessities
of war justified the blockade, the necessities of humanity justified and de-
manded an arrangement in regard to prisoners,

In the latter part of December, 1861, a joint resolution was adopted by
Congress, requesting the President to take immediate measures to effect a
general exchange. During the following January Secretary Stanton ap-
pointed two commissioners, the Rev. Bishop Ames and the Hon. Hamilton
Fish, “to visit the prisoners belonging to the army of the United States now
in captivity at Richmond, in Virginia, and elsewhere, and under such regu-
lations as may be prescribed by the authorifies having custody of such pris-
oners, relieve their necessities and provide for their comfort at the expense
of the United States.” The anthorities at Richmond refused to admit the
ecommissioners, but declared their readiness to negotiate for a general ex-
change of prisoners. Negotiations for this purpose were accordingly opened
at: Norfolk, Virginia. These resulted in an agreement for an equnal exchange.
The Confederates at this time held 800 prisoners in excess of those captured
by the national troops. These they proposed to release on parole, provided
the United States would release the same number of those who might after-
ward be captured by them. The exchanges were commenced in the latter
part of February, 1862, but were interrupted on the 18th of March by a
message from President Davis to the Confederate Congress, recommendi ng
that all the Confederate prisoners who had been paroled by the United
States government be released from the obligations of their parole, In the
mean time, the captures made at Roanoke Tsland and Fort Donelson left an
excess of many thousands of prisoners in the hands of the national govern-
ment.

On the 22d of July a cartel was agreed upon for a general exchange,
based upon that established between the United States and Great Britain
in 1812.  According to the provisions of this cartel, an equal exchange was
to be made. All prisoners taken on either side were to be released in ten
days after their capture; and those for whom no exchange could be ren-

dered were to be bound by parole not to perform military duty until ex-
changed.!

* The following is the text of this cartel -
T i / : ** Haxall's Landing, on James River, Va
The udersigned, having been commissioned by the authorities they
r{mke arrangements for a general exchange of ]:ris-uncrs of war, have a;
ticles :
. ““Awrricre 1, Tt is hereby agreed and stipulated that all
including those taken on private armed vessels, known as
(:on'dni(_ms and terms following :
“ Prisoners to be exchanged man for man and officer for officer ;
footing of officers and men of the navy.
““Men and. officers of lower grades may he exc
and officers of different services may be exchan
“* A general commander-in-chief or an admi
forty-six privates or common seamen.

yJuly 22, 1862,
respectively represent to
agreed to the following ar-

prisoners of war held by either party,
privateers, shall be discharged upon the

privates to be placed on the
hanged for officers of a higher grade, and men

ged nceording to the following scale of equivalents
ral ehall be exchanged for officers of equal rank, or

The provisions of this cartel were carried out generally in good faith on

both sides; but in some instances its perfect execution was interrupted.

A flag officer or major general shall be-exchanged for officers of equal rank, or for forty pri-

vates or common seamen,

** A commodore carrying a broad pennant, or a brigadier general, shall be exchanged for officers
of equal rank, or twenty privates or common seamen.

‘“ A captain in the na¥y, or a colonel, shall be exchanged
privates or common seamen,

A lieutenant colonel, or a commander in the navy, shall be exchanged for officers of equal
rank, or for ten privates or common seamen,

*“ A lientenant commander or a major shall be exchanged for officers of equal rank, or eight pri-
vates or common seamen.

‘* A lieutenant or a master in the navy, or a captain in the army or marines, shall be exchanged
for officers of equal rank, or six privates or common seamen,

** Masters’ mates in the navy, or lieutenants and ensigns in the army, shall be exchanged for
officers of equal rank, or four privates or common seamen.,

* Midshipmen, warrant officers in the navy, masters of merchant vessels, and commanders of
privateers, shall be exchanged for officers of equal rank, or three privates or comimon seamen ; sec-
ond captains, lieutenants, or mates of merchant vessels or privateers, and all petty officers in the
navy, and all non-commissioned officers in the army or marines, shall be severally exchanged for
persons of equal rank, or for two privates or common seamen ; and private soldiers and common
seamen shall be exchanged for each other, man for man.

“Arr. 2. Local, state, eivil, and militia rank held by persons not in actual military service will
not be recognized, the basis of exchange being of a grade actually held in the naval and military
service of the respective parties.

“Arr. 3. If citizens held by either party on charge of disloyalty or any alleged civil offense are
exchanged, it shall only be for citizens, captured sutlers, teamsters, and all civilians in the actual
service of either party, to be exchanged for persons in similar position.

“Anr. 4. All prisoners of war to be discharged on parole in ten days after their capture, and the
prisoners now held and those hereafter taken to be transported to the points mutually agreed npon
at the expense of the capturing party. The surplus prisoners not exchanged shall not be permitted
to take up arms again, nor to serve as military police or constabulary force in any fort, garrison,
or field-work held by either of the respective parties, nor as guards of prisoners, dépots, or stores,
nor to discharge any duty usually performed by soldiers, until exchinged under the provisions of
this cartel. The exchange is not to he considered complete until the officer or soldier exchanged
for has been actually restored to the lines to which he belongs.

“Apr. 5. Each party, upon the discharge of prisoners of the other party, is authorized to dis-
charge an equal number of their own officers or men from parole, furnishing at the same time to
the other party a list of their prisoners discharged and of their own officers and men relieved from
parole, enabling each party to relieve from parole such of their own officers and men as the party
may choose. The lists thus mutually finmished will keep both parties advised of the true condi-
tion of the exchanges of prisoners.

““Arr. 6, The stipulations and provisions above mentioned to be of binding obligation during
the contimiance of the war, it matters not which party may have the surplus of prisoners, the
great prineiple involved being,

“1. An equitable exchange of prisoners,-man for man, officer for officer, or officers of higher
grade exchanged for officers of lower grade or for privates, aceording to the scale of equivalents.

2. That privates and officers and men of different services may be exchanged according to the
same rule of equivalents.

3. That all prisoners, of whatsoever arm of service, are to be exchanged or paroled in ten days
from the time of their capture, if it he practicable to transfer them to their own lines in that time :
if not, as soon theveafter as practicable.

4. That no officer, soldier, or employé in the service of either party is to be considered as ex-
changed and absolved from his parole unfil his equivalent has actually reached the line of his
friends.

5. That the parole forbids the performance of field, garrison, police, or guard or constabulary
duty. Jonn A, Dix, Major General.

“D. H. Hiry, Major General C. 8. Army.”

for officers of equal rank, or for fifteen

Supplementary Articles. :
“Anr. 7. All prisoners of war now held on either side, and all prisoners heveafter taken, shall
be sent with all reasonable dispatch to A.H. Aikens, below Dutch Gap, on the James River, in
Virginia, or to Vicksburg, on the Mississippi River, in the State of Mississippi, and there uxcrh:uu.:[-(l,
or paroled until sych exchange can be effected, notice heing previously given by each party of the
number of prisoners it will send, and the time when they will be delivered at those points respect=
ively ; and in case the vicissitudes of war shall change the military relations of the places desig-
nated in this article to the contending parties, so as to vender the same inconvenient for the ll(:lir~
ery and exchange of prisoners, other places, bearing as nearly as may be the present local rcl:mt»ns
of said places to the lines of said parties, shall be, by mutual ngreement, substituted. But nothing
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The execution of William B. Mumford by order of General Butler at New
Or]eans; the measures taken by Federal generals to prevent private citizens
not inn the regular service of the Confederates from engaging in acts of war:
the orders of General Pope for the impressment of prulvu;uj required fo;
the wuse of his army in Virginia; ang the action of Generals Hunter and
Phelps in regard to slaves, led to a geries of retaliatory orders from Rich-
mond, issued partly for popular effect, but which were only partially exe-
cutecd. They contributed, however, to exaggerate the animosity of the war.

the excess of prisoners on either side was not sufficient to oceasion appre-
hension as to the good faith of the other.

But, in the mean time,President Liycoln had issued his Emancipation Proc-
lam ation, and measures had been taken by the United States government

duced consternation and fear in the minds of the Southern people. President :‘

Day-is, in his message (January 14, 1863), declared his determination to de-
liyer over to the state authorities.a]] commissioned officers of the United
States thereafter captured in any of the states embraced in the Emancipa-
tion 1 roclamation, to be punislied as criminals engaged in exciting servile
insurrection. This determination was supported by the Confederate Con-
gress. '

The cartel remained in operation until July, 1863. On the third of that
mon th, an order was issued by the Adjutant General at Washington requir-
ing all prisoners to be delivered at City Point and Vicksburg, there to
be exchanged, or paroled until exchange could be effected. The only ex-
ception allowed was in the case of the two opposing commanders, who were
authorized to exchange prisoners or to release them on parole at other points
agreed upon. This order was issued to prevent unauthorized paroles, and
in order that the balance of exchanges might be accurately kept. The very

next dayeneral Lee was defeated at Gettysburg, and released a number of |

prisoners which bhe was unable to take with him into Virginia. Ile there-
fore paroled them, and the parole was not recognized by the United States,
as it had not been made in striet accordance with the cartel, nor by the mu-
tual agreement of the opposing commanders. At the same time, a large
num ber of Confederate prisoners fell into the hands of the Federals by the
aptures of Vicksburg and Port Hudson. These were paroled by mutual
agreement between the Federal and Confederate commanders, The Con-
fede rate government, without any plausible reason, declared these prisoners
released from their parole, and thousands of them fought under Bragg in
the battles about Chattanooga in November. DBut this vielation of good
faith did not permanently interrupt the exchange of prisoners.

The real difficulty, however, soon presented itself in the refusal of the
Con federate government to recognize negro soldiers captured as prisoners
of war. That government refused to exchange negro prisoners or the com-
missioned officers of negro regiments. The United States could not hon-
orably make any distinction between its soldiers on the ground of color.
W hen, therefore, the -Confederate government adopted the policy of redue-
ing to slavery all negro prisoners, and of delivering over to the state gov-

in this article contained shall prevent the commanders of two opposing armies from exchanging
prisoniers or releasing them on parole at other points mutually agreed on by said commanders.

‘¢ A wrr. 8, For the purpose of carrying into eftect the foregoing articles of agreement, each party
will appoint two agents, to be ealled Agents for the Exchange of Prisoners of War, whose duty it
shall be to communicate with each other by correspondence and otherwise, to prepare the list of
prisoniers, to attend to the delivery of the prisoners at the places agreed on, and to carry out
prompt ly, effectually, and in good faith, all the details and provisions of the said articles of agree-
ment.

‘< A T 9. Andin case any misunderstanding shall arise in regard to any clause or stipulation in
the foregoing articles, it is mutually agreed that such misunderstanding shall not interrupt the re-
lease of prisoners on parole, as herein provided, but shall be made the subject of friendly explana-
tions, in order that the object of this agreement may neitlier be defeated nor postponed.

H Joux A, Dix, Major General.

¢ ID. H. Hiur, Major General C. S, A."

L T he following joint resolutions were adopted by the Confederate Congress :

“¢ Resolved, by the Congress of the Confederate States of America, in response to the message
of the President, transmitted to Congress at the commencement of the present session, That, in
the opinion of Congress, the commissioned officers of the enemy ought not to be delivered to the
authorities of the respective states, ns suggested in the said message; but all captives taken by the
Confederate forces onght to be dealt with and disposed of by the Confederate government.

€€ See, 2. That, in the judgment of Congress, the proclamations of the President of the United
States, dated respectively September 22d, 1862, and Junuary 1st, 1863, and the other measures of
the government of the United States and of its authorities, commanders, and forces, L}CSI}{!IC(! or
tending to emanecipate slaves in the Confederate States, or to abduet such slaves, or to incite them
to insurrection, or to employ negroes in war against the Confederate States, ov to overthrow the
institution of African slavery and bring on a servile war in these states, would, 1f successful, pro-
duce atrocious consequences, and they are inconsistent with the spirit of those usages \\'}1i«]l in
modern warfare prevail among civilized nations ; they may, therefore, be properly and lawfully re-
pressed by retaliation, y

i¢ See. 3. That in every case wherein, during the present war, any violation of the laws n.nd
usges of war among civilized nations shall h(?._ or has been, done and perpetrated by those acting
undex the authority of the government of the United States, on the persons or property of the citi-
zens of the Confederate States, or of those under the protection of the land or naval sevvice of ll[c
Comifederate States, or of any state of the Confederacy, the President of the Cnnfmlcmtp States is
hereby authorized to cause full and complete retaliation to be made for every such violation, in
such ynannerand to such extent as he may think proper,

£¢ Sec. 4. That every white person, being a commissioned officer, or acting u,u‘sn("h, \\‘]1(?. during,
! inst the Confederate States, or

the present war, shall command negroes or mulattoes in arms ag th C :
who  shall arm, tiain, organize, or prepare negroes or mulattoes for lIl!I&f:ll'}' service against the
Confederate States, or who shall voluntarily aid negroes or I]lll]illll?t‘.\' in any military enterprise,
att&cle, or conflict in such service, shall be deemed as inciting servile insurrection, and shall, if cap-
tured, be put to death, or be otherwise puui.-:hed at the discretion of the court. .
£¢ See. 5. Every person, being a commissioned officer, or acting as such in the service ()fr!w
enern y, who shall, during the present war, eXcite, attempt to excite, or cause to be excited servile
instrvection, or who shall incite or cause to be incited a slave to rebel, ghall, if captured, be put to
death, or be otherwise punished, at the discretion of the court. ’ :
¢ Sec, 6. Every person charged with an offense punishable under the preceding resolutions shall,
di"'iug the present war, be tried before the mihmr‘\- court uil:u*!:pd to the army nr,mr_p.-; by [h(f
troops of which he shall have been captured, or by such other military cowrt as the President Tay
direet, and in such mammer and nnder such l'e}:ll‘laxlinns as the President shall prescribe, and, after
coNVvietion, the President may commute the punishment in such manner and on such terms as he
miy deem proper. = L AR
* Sec. 7. All negroes or mulattoes who shall be engaged in war or be g‘:xkc_n in arms ﬂi:ﬂl_!lr:i the
Conifederate States, or shall give aid or mmﬁn'{ to the enemies of l.?l'o L'"}fl‘llm'ﬂw States, .~1|:\!L
when  captured in the Confederate States. be delivered to the anthorities of the state or states in
which they shall be captured, to be dealt with according to the present or future laws of such state
of States,”
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ernments for punishment the commissioned officers of negro regiments,
President Lincoln issued a proclamation ordering that for every national
soldier killed a Confederate soldier should be executed, and for every negro
in the national service sold into slavery, a Confederate prisoner should be
placed at hard labor on the public works.!! This proclamation prevented
the Confederate government from carrying out its inhuman policy; but it
persisted in refusing to exchange negro prisoners. This refusal interrupted

at _ . | the execution of the cartel of exchange. At the close of 1868 there had
Still the exchanges went on regularly at City Point during the year, and |

been captured from the Confederates one hundred and fifty thousand In'is-
oners, of whom about 30,000 remained in the hands of the government.

In 1864 the situation in regard to prisoners remained unchanged. The
positions occupied by the two governments were so antagonistic that agree-

: : | ment was impossible. -The national government refused to exchange white
for thhe employment of negroes in its military service. These measures pro- |

for white, because the enemy would thus be relieved of the burden of main-
taining his white prisoners, and, getting back his soldiers, he would dispose

| of the negro as he chose, since there would be left no means of retaliation.

Finally, the excess of prisoners in the hands of the government became so

| large that the discussion ceased. It was certainly the policy of the Confed-

erate government to yield the point in dispute. The prisoners which it
held, if returned, would not, in most cases, resume their places in the field,
their terms of service having expired. The Confederate prisoners, on the
other hand, were soldiers for the war, and could be made immediately avail-
able. Their presence in the field was, moreover, a necessity which became
every day more pressing,

What it could not accomplish by negotiation the Confederate government
sought to extort by eruelty. The prison camps at Belle Isle, Andersonville,
Millen, and Salisbury were each transformed into human shambles. Thou-
sands of'men were huddled together within narrow limits, In the midst of
a country abounding in timber, they were deprived of all means of shelter.
Exposure to rains, dews, and frost generated disease, and there was neither

| medical relief at band.nor suitable food. No opportunities were afforded

!

for cleanliness, and the prisoners were covered with vermin, which, in many
cases, they were too weak to remove.  They were.shot by those guarding
them for offenses the most trivial; they were plundered of every thing
which was deemed valuable by their eaptors; supplies sent for their relief
were in many cases appropriated by Confederate officers in charge; and the
charities of Southern citizens excited in their behalf were repelled. Thou-
sands died in those prison Golgothas, and many, from weakness induced by
starvation, became idiots.? These barbarities were not only known to the
Confederate authorities, but seem to have been encouraged by them. The
officers placed over the prison appear to have been selected for their brutal
capacity to carry out this system of eruelty.: Among these was the notori-
ous Captain Henry Wirz, the Anderson jailer, who was after the war tried
by a military commission, and executed on the 10th of November, 1865.°

Mansion, Washington, July 80th,

! ¢ Tt is the duty of every government to give protection to its citizens, of whatever class, color,
or condition, and especially to those who are dnly organized as soldiers in the public service. The
law of nations, and the usages and customs of war, as earried on by civilized powers, permit no dis-
tinetion as to color in the treatment of prisoners of war as public enemies, T'o sell or enslave any
captured person on account of his color, and for no offense against the laws of war, is a relapse
into barbarism and a crime against the civilization of the age. The government of the United
States will give the same protection to all its soldiers: and if the enemy shall sell or enslave any
one because of his color, the offense shall be punished by retaliation upon the enemy's prisoners in
our hands,

Tt is therefore ordered that for every soldier of the United States killed in violation of the laws
of war, a rebel soldier shall be execnted, and for every one enslaved by the enemy or sold into
slavery, a rebel soldier shall be placed at hard labor on the public works, and continue at such
labor until the other shall be released and receive the treatment due a prisoner of war.

“ AprazAM Lixconw.”

2 A letter of the Confederate Inspector General Chandler, dated July 5,1864, and addressed to
Colonel Chilton, of Richmond, thus describes Andersonville ;

t No shelter whatever, nor méaterials for constructing any, had been provided by the prison au-
thorities, and the ground being entirely bare of trees, none is within reach of the prisoners, nor has
it been possible, from the overcrowded state of the inclosure, to arrange the camp with any sysiem.
Each man has been permitted to protect himself as best he can by stretching his blanket, or what-
ever he may have about him, on such sticks as he can procure,  Of other shelter there has Leen
none. There is no medical attendance within the stockade. Many (twenty yesterday) are carted
out daily who have died from unknown causes, and whom the medical officers have never seen.
The dead are hauled out daily by the wagon-load, being first mutilated with an axe in the re-
moval of any finger-rings they may have. Raw rations have to be issued to a very large portion,
who are entirely unprovided with proper utensils, and furnished with o limiteéd a supply of fuel
that they are compelled to dig with their hands in the filthy mash before mentioned for roots, ete.
No soap or clothing has ever been issued, After inquiry, the writer is confident that, with slight
exertions, green corn and other antiscorbutics could readily be obtained. The present hospital
arrangements were only intended for the accommodation of ten thousand men, and are totally in-
sufficient, both in character and extent, for the present needs, the number of prisoners being now
more than three times as great. The number of cases requiring medical treatment is in an increased
ratio, It is impossible to state the numbers of sick, many dying within the stockade whom the
medical officers have never geen or heard of till their remains are brought out for interment. The
transportation of the post is also represented to be entirely insufficient, and authority is needed by
the quartermaster to impress wagons and teams, and saw-mills when not employed by the gover-
ment, and kept diligently ocenpied, and instructions given to the quartermaster in charge of trans-
portation to afford every facility practicable for transporting lumber and supplies necessary for pris-
oners.”

. * The following testimony, given before the Committee on the Conduct of the War, January 50,
1865, by Albert 1. Richardson, a Tribune correspondent, describes the situation of our prisoners
at Salisbury, North Carolina : S

“Tam a Lribune corvespondent, and was captured by the rebels May 3, 1863, at 1‘m‘l|m;__r'|:|, on

a hay-bale in the Mississippi River, opposite Vicksbarg., After coufinement in six different pris-

| ons 1 was sent to Salishury, N, C., February 3, 1864, and kept there until December 18, when I

escaped.  For several months Salisbury was the most endurable rebel prison I hud seen. The six
hundred inmates exercised in the open air were comparatively w ell 1'(‘}[ and l_;imll_\' treated. ) Jut
early in October 10,000 regular prisoners of war arrived there, and it immediately i:hun;.:ud into a
scene of cruelty and horrors. It was densely crowded ; rations were cut down and 1.~'~'|1L"d very ir-
regularly ; friends outside could not even send in a plate of food. The prisoners suffered con-

| stantly and often intensely for want of water, bread, and shelter. The rebel authorities placed all

the prison hospitals under charge of my two jowrnalistic comrades (Messrs. Brown and Davis) and
myself. Our positions enabled us to obtain exact and minute information. Those who ]md' to
live or die on the prison rations always suffered from hunger. Very frequently one or more divi-
sions of a thousand men would receive no rations for twenty-four hours; sometimes they were
withont & morsel of food for forty-eight hours, ~ The few who had money would pay from five to
twenty dollars, rebel currency, for a little loaf of bread. Most of the prisoners traded the huttons
from their blowses for food, Many, though the weather was very inclement and snows frequent,
sold coats from their backs and shoes from their feet. Yet I was assured, on :unhnrir'\' entirely
trustworthy, that the great commissary warehouse near the prison was filled with provisions ; that
the commissary found it difficult to obtain storage for his flour and meal ; that when a subordinate
asked the pu.x:- commandant, Major John 11, Gee, *Shall I give the prisoners full rations ? he re-

| plied, ¢ No, God damn them, give them quarter rations.” 1 know, from personal observation, that
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M 4, 1865.]

CONDUCT OF THE WAR.

In the latter part of 1864, Lieutenant (General Grant made an arrange- |
2

ment for an exchange of prisoners man for man, according to the old car-

tel, until on one side or the other the number of prisoners held was ex- ‘

hausted. The war seemed so near its cloge that the exchange could afford
no substantial aid to the Confederacy, and every motive on the score of hu-
manity demanded that the government, under these circumstances, should
waive the old dispute respecting negro priso““'ﬁ-l

During the last few months of the war, when the prospects of Confederate
success through regularly conducted warfare seemed desperate, a series of
attempts were made to p:u'ul}"/:c and subvert the national government by
means which desperation naturally sugeested to bold and uns@'u]mluns men.
The capture of the Confederate archives at the close of the war disclosed let-
ters which showed that propositions for the destruction of officers connected

| at Quebec in November, 1860, and at Washington three weeks ago.

with the government had not only, at various stages of the war, been re- |

ceived hy the Confederate executive, but had been subjects of consideration.
As early as June 19th, 1861, one . L.V.De Kalb, representing himself to
be the grandson of Baron De Kalb, of Revolutionary fame, addressed a letter
to L. P. Walker, the Confederate Secretary of War, reminding the latter that
the Federal Congress would assemble on the 4th of July, and that the Cap:
itol and public buildings at Washington were undermined. In regard to

corn and pork are very abundant in the region about Qalishury.  For several weeks the prisoners
had no shelter whatever. They were all thinly clad ; thousands were barefooted; not one in twenty
had either overcoat or blanket ; many hundreds were withont shirts, and hundreds were withont
blowses. At last one Sibley tent and one ‘A’ tent were furnished to each squad of one hundred.
With the closest erowding these sheltered about one half the prisoners.  The rest burrowed in the
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this matter, he begged *the honor of a few moments’ private audience.” The
letter is indorsed ** About blowing up the Capitol at Washington.” An-
other letter, dated the next day, was also found, from which it appears that
De Kalb had been granted an audience on the 19th, but that Walker had
hesitated to consent to the diabolical scheme proposed, not on account of its
nature, but because De Kalb was a stranger to him. In this letter of the
90th De Kalb discloses his antecedents, his relation to Baron De Kalb, his
service in the Crimean War as second lieutenant of Engineers, his arrival
#Does
the Southern Confederagyy hie adds, “ consider the explosion of the Federal
Capitol, at a time when Abe, his myrmidons, and the Northern Congress
fnmnbcrs are all assembled together, of sufficient importance as to grant me,
in case of success, a commission as colonel of Topographical Engineers, and
the sum of one million of dollars?” Walker, instead of spurning the prop-
osition, indorsed the létter with the following phrase: *“See this man with
Benjamin.” He proposed to make the matter a subject of consideration at
an interview between himself, this murderous villain, and the Confederate
Seceretary of State. In the Confederate archives was also found a letter
addressed to Jefferson Davis, September 12th, 1861, by J. S. Parramore, in
which the writer offers “to dispose of the leading characters of the North,”
and upon the letter was Davis's indorsement indicating the object of the
communication, and referring it to the Secretary of War. After due con-

| sideration, both De Kalb’s and Parramore’s schemes appear to have been re-

ground, crept under buildings, or shivered through the nights in the open air upon the frozen,

muddy, or snowy soil.  If the rebels, at the time of their capture, had not stolen their shelter-tents,
blankets, clothing, and money, they would have suffered little from cold. If the prison authorities
had permitted a few hundred of them, either upon parole or under gnard, to cut logs within two
miles of the garrison, the prisoners would gladly have built comfortable and ample harracks in one
week. But the commandant would never, in a densely wooded region, with the cars which brought
it passing by the wall of the prison, even furnish half the fiel which was needed. §

¢ The hospitals wete in a horrible condition. By er ypwding the patients thick as they could lie
upon thedfloor they would contain six hundred inmates, They were always full to overflowing, with
thousands seeking admission in vain. In the two largest wards, containing jointly about two hund-
red and fifty patients, there was no fire whatever.© The others had small fireplaces, but were al-
wavscold. - One ward, which held forty patients, was comparatively well furnished. In the other
eight the sick and dying men lay upon the cold and nsnally naked floor, for the seanty straw fur-
nished us soon -beeame too filthy and full of vermin for use. The aunthorities never sapplied a
single Blanket, or quilt, or pillow, or bed, for those eight wards, We could not procure even
brooms to keep them clean, or cold water to wash the faces of the inmates. Pneumonia, catarrh,
anid diarrheea were the prevailing diseases, but they were direetly the result of hunger and expos-
are. More than half who entered the hospitals died in a very few days. The deceased, always
without coffins, were loaded in a dead-cart, piled wpon each other like logs of wood, and so driven
out to be thrown into a trench and covered with earth.

“The rebel surgeons were generally humane amd attentive, They endeayored to improve the
shocking condition of the hospitals, but the Salisbury and Richmond authorities both disregarded
their complaints and protests. :

“(On November 25 many of the prisoners had been without food for forty-eight hours, Des-
perate from hunger, withont any matured plan, a few of them said, * We may as well die in one
sway as another ; let ns break out of this horrible place,” Some of them wrested the guns from. a
reliof of fifteen rebel soldiers just entering the yard, killing two who resisted and wounding five or

six. Others attempted to open the fence, but they had neither adequate tools nor concert of ac-
tion. Before they could effect a breach every gun in the garrison was turned upon them, two field-

pieces operated with grape and canister, and they dispersed to their quarters,. Five minutes from
the begiming the attempt was quelled, and hardly aprisoner was to be seen in the yard. My own
quarters were a hundred and fifty yards from the scene of the insmrrection..  In onr vicinity theré
had been no participation at all in it, and yet for twenty minates after it was ended the guards upon
the fence on each side of us, with deliberate aim, fired into the tents upon helpless and innocent
men,  They killed, in all, fifteen, and wounded about sixty, not.one tenth of whom had taken part
in the attempt, many of whom were ignorant of it until they lieard the gans.

« Deliberate . cold-blooded murders of peaceable men, where there was no pretense that they
were breaking any prison regulation, were very frequent. On October 16, Lieutenant Dayis, of
the 155th New York Infantry, was thus shot dead by a guard, who the day before had been openly
swearing that he would *kill some damued Yankee yet.” November 6, Luther Conrod, of the 45th
Penusylvania Infantry, a delivious patient from one of the hospitals, was similarly murdered. No-
vember 30, a chimney in one of the hospitals fell down, crushing several men under it.  Orders
were immediately given to the guard to let no one approach the building, on the pretext that there
might be anothér insurrection. Two patients from that hospital had not heard the order, and
were returning to their quarters, when I saw a sentinel on the fence, within twenty feet of them,
without challenging them, raise his piece and fire, killing one and wounding the other. Major
Giee, ut the time, was standing immediately beside the sentinel, who must have acted under his di-
rect orders. December 16, Moses Smith, of 7th Maryland (colored) Infantry, while standing beside
my quarters, searching for scraps of food fram the-sweepings of the cook-hause, was shot throngh
the head. There were very many similar murders. I never knew any pretense, even, made of in-
vestigation or punishing them. Ounr lives were never safe for one moment ; any sentinel, at any
hour of the day or night, could deliberately shoot down any prisoner, or into any group of prison-
ers. black or white, and he would not even be taken off' his post for it.
1y every week an officer came into the prison to recruit for the rebel army. Sometimes
he nﬂ'c\‘odllln\lﬂﬁﬁ-’: always he ]u'mniscd good clothing and abundant food. Between 1200 and
1800 of our men enlisted in two months, I was repeatedly asked by prisoners, sometimes with
tears in their eves, *What shall I do? T don’t want to starve to death. T am growing weaker
daily; if I stay here I shall follow my comrades to the hospital and dead-house ; if I enlist I may
live until T can eseape.’ el -

T had charge of the clothing left by the dead, and reissued it to the living. T dl\'[l‘l‘llllli‘.d ar-
tielos of clothing to more than 2000 prisoners; but when I escaped there were fully 500 without a
shoe or a stocking, and more yet with no garment above the waist except one blouse or one shirt.
Men came to me frequently upon whom the rebels, when they captured them, had left nothing
whatever except a light cotton shirt and a pair of light ragged cotton pantaloons.

¢ "Tthe books of all the hospitals were kept, and the daily consolidated reports made up, tnder my
supervision.  During the two months hetween October 18 and December 15, the average ‘mmﬂwl:
of prisoners was about 7500. The deaths for that perind were fully 1500, or twenty per cent. of
the whole. I brought away the names of more than 1200 of the dead ; some of the remainder
were never reported ; the ot hers I could not procure on the day of my escape without exciting sus-
picion. As the men grew more and more debilitated, the percentage of deaths increased. I left
6500 remaining in the garrison, Decerber 18, and they were dying then at the average rate of 28
a day, or thivteen per cent. a month. ; A

“"he simple truth is, that the rebel authorities are murdering our soldiers at Salishury by cold
and hunger, while they might easily supply them with ample food and fuel. They are doing this
systematically, and, I believe, intentionally, for the purpose of either forcing our government 1o an
exchange, or forcing our prisoners into the rebel army.” .

! General Grant’s testimony (February 11, 1365) before the Committee on the € nl‘]ﬂm‘t of the
War fully answers the charge which has been made against the government that it l‘vltusud to con-
sent to an exchange of prisoners because we found ours starved, diseased, and unseryiceable when
we received them. * Theve never,” testifies Greneral Grant, ** has been any suel reason” as that
for making exchanges. I will confess that if our men who are prisoners in t'hc Slﬁi-ll.ll were }‘@:\ll'\"
well taken care of, suffering nothing except a little privation of liberty, then, in a military point of
view, it would not be good policy for us to exchange, heeause every man they get h-.u-k. is forced
vight into the army at once, while that is not the case with our prisoners when we receive them.
In fact, the half of our returned prisoners will never go intp the army again, and none of them w il
until after they have had a furlough of thirty or sixty days. Still, the fact of their suffermg as
they do is a reason for making this exchange as rapidly as possible . . BExchanges having
been suspended by reason of disagreement on the part of agents of exc . !
I came in command of the armies of the United States, and it then heing near the opening of the
spring campaign, 1 did not deem it advisable or just to the men who had to Ii';.'h( our battles to re-
enforce the enemy with thirty or forty thonsand disciplined troops at that time. 1 i
resumption of exchanges would have had that effect, withont giving us "‘”"'L'*I““]‘\'“F’ benefits,
The suffering said to exist among our prisoners South was a powerful argument against the conrse
pursued, and I so felt it.”

9 Q

yange on both sides before |

An immediate |

jected as unadvisable.

On the 17th of August, 1863, we find another letter written to Davis by
M. C. Danham, of Georgia, a volunteer in the Confederate service, in which
the writer states that the evidences of Dayis's Christian humility encour-
age him to propose the organization of from 300 to 500 men, © fo go into
the United States, and assassinate the most prominent leaders of our ene-
for instance, Seward, Lincoln, Greeley, Prentice, ete.” . This commu-
nication was also referred to the Secretary of War.

Still later, Lientenant W. Alston, in November, 1864, offered to ridl the
Confederacy “of some of her deadliest enemies,” and his communication. s
referred to the Confederate Secretary of War.

mies

These various propositions

| for the assassination of the prominent officers of the Federal government

appear to have been considered and rejected for prudential reasons, The
time for such desperate measures had not yet arri ved. DBut still they were
matters of deliberate eonsideration.

Other schemes also were proposed. In February, 1865, W. 5. Oldham,
of Texas, in company with Senator Johnson, of Missouri, conferred with
Davis “in relation to the prospect of annoying and harassing the enemy by
burning their shipping, towns, ete.”  The Confederate President interposed
objections as to the practicability of the scheme proposed. These objec-
tions were subsequently rebutted by Oldham. I have seen enough,” says
the latter, ““of the cffects that can be produced to satisfy me that in most
cases, without any danger to the parties engaged, and in others but very
Jlight, we can, fizst, burn every vessel that leaves a foreign port for the United
tates; second, we ¢am burn every transport that leaves the harbor of New
ork, or other Northern port, with supplies for the armies of the enemy in
the South: third, burn every transport or gun-boat on the Mississippi River,
as well as devastate the country of the enemy, and fill his people with ter-
ror and consternation. I ar not alone of this opinion, but many other gen-
tlemen are as fully and thoroughly impressed with the conviction as I am.
I believe we have the means at onr command, if promptly appropriated and
energetically applied, to demoralize the Northern people in a very short time.
For the purpose of satisfying your mind upon the subject, I respectfully but
carnestly request that you will have an interview with General Harris, for-
merly a member of Congress: from Missouri, who, I think; is able, from con-
clusive proof, to convince you that what 1 have suggested 1s perfectly feasi-
ble and practicable.” Davis requested the Seeretary.of War to confer with
Harris, “and learn what plan he has for overcoming the difficulty hereto-
fore experienced.”

What was the “difficulty heretofore experienced?” A number of Con-
federates—CGeorge N. Sanders, Beverly Tucker, Jacob Thompson, William
(. Cleary, and Clement C.Clay—had been sent to Canada as agents of the
Jonfederate government. - JacobThompson appears to have been the treas-
urer of this speeial organization, the objects of which were the terror and
consternation of the North through the destruction of shipping, the burning
of hotels, the introduction of pestilence, and the assassination of the promi-
nent officers of the national government. In the latter part of 1864 the
attempt at-arson had been tried without success, and the principals engaged
were exceuted.  John Y. Beall, detected in the act-of destroying Federal
vessels in the Northwest, was tried and condemned as a spy, and suffered
death. One Kennedy, on the night of November 25th, 1864, with his con-
federates, attempted to set fire to four hotels in New York City.. The at-
tempt did not succeed, but Kennedy was apprehended and hung on the 19th
of October. Three days later, Lieutenant Bennet H. Young, with from 30 to
40 Confederate associates, made a raid upon St.Albans, Vermont; 15 miles
from the Canadian border. Over $200,000 was captured from the banks,
horses were seized, and several citizens were wantonly murdered. An un-
successful attempt was also made to fire the town. The raiders were pur-
sued, but escaped into Canada. - Here they were arrested and brought before
the Court of Quarter Sessions at Montreal. The judge, Mr, Coursol, re-
leased them from custody on the ground that the court had no jurisdiction
over the case.  Judge Coursol was afterward suspended for this action, and
{he raiders were rearrested, but the priseners finally were again released
without punishment.

These expeditions all originated in Canada, and proceeded under Confed-
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erate authority.
had attempted. Some difficulties had been experienced, and the Confeder-
ate government was now considering how these difficulties might be over-

come. Soon, however, other and more desperate plans were found neces-

sary. The old scheme of assassination, formerly laid aside, was reconsid-
- " » » ~ ¥ Yun ey - . A

ered. Ready agents were found for its accomplishment, President Lincoln

was murdered, but the conspirators did not succeed in subverting the gov-
ernment,

The war carried on by sea against the United States by the Confederates
presents many novel features. Over 200 of the ul icers registered in l*:'b';l
as belonging to the Confederate navy were formerly United States naval off
cers. f\lll]()tl"ll President Davis at the outset had issued letters of marque, ¢
Confederate navy was impossible. There were many iron-clads and rams on
the Southern rivers; the defenses of the Southern harbors by means of forts,
ships, torpedoes, and ub:tru-'tmns were very formidable;
the Confederacy had no chance, in so far as it depended upon its own resour-
ces. But what the Confederates lacked the people of Gieat Britain fur-
nished, and thus it happened that while the United States was-threatened
with dissolution by intestine civil war, it was compelled also, at the same
time, to contend on the ocean against a British fleet—DBritish in every sense
except that it did not receive its commissions from the English govern-
mmt—h uilt at Liverpool and Glasgow, sailing from those ports by the con
nivance of 1Iu: British government, armed with British guus, and manned,
for the most part, with British crews.

In the early part of the war a number of strictly
were fitted out. Most of these, however, did not yenture
The Sumter and Nashville, who were bolder, had a short
already been traced in these pages. The only vessels which materially in-
jllruwl-tlu' commerece of the United States were those built in British ports,
and some of which were never in a port belonging to the Confederacy.

The history of the Alabama and the Florida has already been given. In
1864, three new British vessels—the Tallahassee, Olustee, and Chickamauga
—wwere furnished to the Confederates by the British ship-builders, and con-
tributed each its full share in the work of destruction and pluntlcr By
their depredations American merchantmen were almost: entirely driven from
the seas.

The Georgia commenced her
and left Greenock as the Japan.

Confederate privateers
far from the coast.
career, which has

carecr in 1863. She was built at Glasgow,

M the French coast she received her ar-
mament and set out upon her cruise. After a short raid upon our com-
merce she was sold to a Liverpool merchant. Setting out again for Lishon,
she was captured twenty miles out from that port by Captain Craven, of the
Niagara, who landed her crew at Dover, in England.

Early in 1865 two new vessels—the Stonewall and Shenandoah—were
added to this British tribe of corsairs, The iron-clad ram Stonewall, Captain
Page, was originally built for the Danish government, and afterward pur-
chased by the Confederates. She arrived at Ferrol, in Spain, Febraary 4th,
closely followed by the U mlcd States steamers Niagara and Sacramento.
The Stonewall shifted quarters to Lisbon in March, and the Federal vessels
again followed her. The Portugnese government ordered the privateer to
leave, and by maritime law the national vessels were reguired to remain for
24 hours before entering upon the pursuit, While (h‘m"mff their anchor-
age in the Tagus, these vessels were fired upon from Be lem Tower under the
supposition that they were about to leave the port. No injury was done,
and '11111»!5 apology was rendered by the Portuguese government. On the
11th of May the Stonewall arrived at Havana. IHere she was ¢ losely block-
'ulocl by Admiral Godon, with several iron-clads, and soon surrendered her-
self to the Spanish 'uuhoxlucﬂ by whom she was given over to the United
tates,

The Shenandoah was built at Ghs{rm\' in 1863, and was called the Sea
King. In September, 1864, she was sold to Richard Wright, of Liverpool,
and thus passed into the hands of the Confederacy, She ¢ vuul at London
for Bombay ostensibly as a merchant vessel. On the same day that she
left London, another vessel, the Laurel, left Lnupool ith armament, stores,
Confederate officers, and several men enlisted in the Confederate service.
At Madeira the two vessels met; the Laurel fitted out the Sea King, which
then became the Shenandoab, and set forth on her piratical cruise. \m, de-
stroyed a few vessels in the neighborhood of St. Helena, and on Fe bruary
8th, 1865, sailed for the North Pacific from Mell ourne, Australia. Between
,\1)-11 Ist and Jul v 1st she destroyed or bonded 29 ‘.c\-ch thus breaking
up the whaling season m that locality. Waddell, her captain, : ltlu_»ugl
aware of the surrender of the ( ‘onfederate armies, continued his eruise until
four months after the fall of Richmond. He then returned to E ngland,
never having been in a Confederate port, and surrendered his vessel to the
English government, and by the latter was given up to the American con-
sul at Liverpool,

None of them had succeeded in accomplishing what they |

but upon the sea |

THE GREAT REBELLION. [May, 1865,
It s estimated that during the war 30 vessels of all descriptions were em-
ployed by the enemy as privateers. Only were very for-
midable, and of these seven five were British vessels. 275 vessels were cap-
tured, comprising four steamers, 78 ships, 43 brigs, 82 barks
On the other hand, 1143 vessels were r*u]mt]ul l ockading squad-
rons, valued at $24,500,000, and 355 destroyed, worth a buut £7,000,000.1

In regard to one at least of the privateers issuing from British ports, the
circumstances appeared to justify the United States in claiming redress by
way of conipensation for the injurious consequences to American commence,
This was the case of the Alabama. The facts of the case were briefly these:
The Oreto had xl]]l.UE\ been pwrlmltl i to sail from a British port, notwith-
standing the protest of Mr, Francis Adams, the United States minister in
England.  Afterward Mr. Adams and the American consul at Liverpool
satisfied, upon competent evidence, that a vessel known as the 290
had been built for the Confederate service in the dock-yard of persons, one
of whom was then sitting as a member of the House of Commons. I
evidence was laid before the Lords Commissioners of Iler Majesty's Treas-
ury, but the latter decided that nothing had yet transpired which ‘x} peared
| to demand a speeial report. Farther evidence was procured and submitted,
which, in “the opinion of the queen’s solicitor, was sufficient to Jjustify the
Liverpool col But, while the
sioners were deliberating upon thu matter, the 290 sailed from Liverpool
without register or clearance. Earl Russell explained to Mr. Adams that
the delay in determining upon tlu- case had been caused by the sudden ill-
ness of Sir John D. Harding, the (

It was apparent, therefore, that t] e fault, with its responsibility, rested upon
the British government. Mr. .\(I.—mz.\' was therefore directed *
dress for the national and private injuries already thus sustained, as well
as a more effective prevention of any repetition of such lawless and injur
ous proceedings in her majesty’s ports hereafter.”” Earl Russell replied to
this demand that her majesty’s government could not admit that they were
under any obligation to render compensation to United States citizens for
the depredations of the Alabama. There has since been a voluminous cor-
respondence upon the subject, but the matter still stands just where it stood
in 1863. Certainly it is a case in which the interests of the
ment are more jeopardized by its refusal to grant compensation than its
treasury could suffer by payment; and it is equally true that the United
States government can well afford to waive its claim, and let the whole mat-
ter rest just as it lies.

The foreign complications with the French government arising out of the
ill-advised Mexican expedition, and which at one period of the war threat.
ened serious danger to the U mtul States, were, soon after the suspension of
hostilities, removed by the withdrawal of the French troops f mrl Mexico.
From that moment the Mexican empire which had been established rap-
idly waned until early in 1867, when it fell. and the E mperor \! 1Ximilian
became a martyr to the cause of imperialism, which he had fought out to
the bitter end.

At the close of the civil war our political sky was bright with promise.
The defeated Confederates seemed (hkluwll to accept the situation in good
faith, and, on the other hand, the vietorious party exhibited signs of noble
magnanimity. It is true that there were in the South those who still re
tained the spirit which had brought on the war. Such a one was that old
man Edmund Ruffin, of South Carolina, who fired the first gun against his
country’s flag, and wlm when the national triumph was Iul]v consummated,
committed suicide. So also, on the other side, there were those who nursed
a vindictive spirit against a conquered lmoplc 3ut, notwithstanding these
exceptions, a ﬂlonous fature seemed about to dawn upon the. republic.
How this situation was ch 1anged, and a political strife engendered which
agitated the country for a series of years, and postponed the restoration
and harmony which ought to have followed immediately upml the close of
the war, will form the subject of the concluding chapter of this history.
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* The number of vessels captured and sent to the T mml States Admiralty Courts for adjudica-

tion from May 1, 1861, to the close of the war, was 11483, of which there were—steamers, 210 :

schooners, 560 ; sloops, 180; ships, 18 ; brigs and brigantines, 20: barks, 25: vach ts; 2% emall

boats, 139 ; rams and irml~<-lm1.~. G gun-boats, torpedo-boats, and arme d schooners and -]umm
5 )

10; class unknown, 7—making a total of 1140. The number of vessels burned, wrecked, sunk
and otherwise destroyed during the same time were—steamers, 85 ; schooners, 114 y
ships, 2; brigs, 2; barks, 4; small boats, 96 ; rams, 5; iron-clads, 4 ; gun-boats, torpedo-boats, a
armed schooners and s sloops, 11 5 total, 355—making the whole number of vessels captured and
destroyed 1504, During the war of 1812, the naval vessels, of which there were 301 in service at
the close, made 201 captures. There were 517 commissioned privateers, mnl Hu'n captures num-
bered 1428, Nearly all the et aptures of value in the recent war were vessels built in so-called nen-
tral ports, and fitted out and freighted for the purpose of running the 1 lw ckade. The gross pro-
((ul~ of property captured since the blockade was instituted, and condemned as prize prior to the
Ist of November, 1865, amount to 21,829,543 96 ; costs and e xpenses, $1,616,228 96; net pro-
ceeds for (“‘tliinl[iull 20,501,927 69. At the close of the year there were a number of import-
ant cases still before the courts, which will largely increase these amounts. The Secret ary of the

-1unm~ ¢

| Navy estimates that the value of the 1148 ¢ ]vlllli‘rl vessels will not be less than $24,500,000,
| .uul of the 355 vessels destroyed at least 87,000,000, making a total valuation of not less than
500,000, much of which was British property.—American Cyclopedia,

| & 1865,




