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GEARY, John W)lite, soldier, b. near Mount
Pleasnn t, Westmorelltllll co., Pn., 30 Dec., 1819; d.
in Harrisburg, Pa., 8 Feb., 1873. His father was
of Scotch-Irish descent. The son entered Jefferson
college, but, on account of his father's loss of prop
erty and sudden death, was compelled to leave and
contribute t.oward the support of the family. After
teaching he became a clerk in a commercial house
in PittsbUl'g, and afterward st.udied mathematics,
civil engineering, and law. He was admitted to
the bar, but never practised his profession. After
some employmcnt a~ civil engineer in Kentucky,
he was nppointed assistant superintendent and en
gineer of the Alleghany Portage railroad. When
wa.r was declared with Mexico, in 1846, he became
lieutenant-colonel of the 2d regiment of Pennsyl
vania vqlunt.eer infantry, and commanded his regi
ment at Cha,pultepec, where he was wounded, but
resumed his command the same day at the n.ttack
on the Belen gate. For this service he was made
first commander of the city of Mexico, and colonel
of his regiment. He was appointed in 1849 to be
first postmaster of San Francisco, with authority to
establish the postal service throughout California.
Be was the first American alcalde of San Francisco,
and a "judge of the first instance." These offices
were of Mexican origin, the" alcalde" combining
the anthority of sheriff and probate judge with
that of mayor, and the judge of the first inst~nce
presiding over a comt with civil a.nd crimmal
as well as admiralty jurisdiction. Col. Geary served
until the new constitution a.bolishec1 these offices.
Tn 1850 he became the fLrst mayor of San :r"ran
cisco. He took a. leading pltrt in the formatIOn .ot
the new constitution of California, and was chalr
ma.n of the territorial Democratic committee. In
1852 he retired to his fnrm in ·Westmoreland coun
ty, Pa., and remained in private life until 1856,

when he was appointed territorial govel'llor of
Kansas, which otfice he held one year. He then
return ed to Pennsylvania, and at the beginning of
the civil war raised the 28th P ennsylvania volun
teers. Be commanded in several engagements, and
won distinction at Bolivar Heights, wh ere he was
wounded. He occupied Leesburg, Va., in March,
1862, and routed Gen. Hill. On 25 Apri l, lS62,
he received the commission of brigadier-general of
U. S. volunteers. He was severely wounded ill the
a rm at Cedar Mountain, 9 Aug., 1862, and in con
sequence could not take part in th e battle of An
tiet[tm. At the battles of Chancellors ville and
Gettysburg he led the 2d di vision of the 12th corps.
The co rps to which Gen. Geary's rc~ime nt was at
tach ed joined the Army of the CumllcrJand, under
Gen. Hooker's command, to aid in repairing the
disaster at Chickamanga, and he took part in the
battles of ,Vauhatchie and Lookout Mountain, in
both of which he was distinguished. He com
manded the 2d di vision of the 20th corps in Sher
man's rnarch to the sea, and was the first to enter
Savannah after its evacuation, 22 Dec., 1864. In
consideration of his services at li'o rt J ackson he
was appoi nted military governor of Sa\'!tllna.h, and
in 18ti(j he was promoted to be major-general by
brevet. He was elected govern or of Pen nsylvania
in 18ti6, and held this office until two weeks before
his death. During his administration tile debt of
t he co mmonwealth was reduced, an effort to take
several millions from the sinking fund ' of the state
bonds was prevented, a disturbance nt 'Villiams
port qu elled, and a bure!1U of labor statistics es
tablished by the legislature, 12 Apri l, 1872. Gov.
Geary possessed great powers of application and
pe rception, fo rce of will, and sou ndness of judg
ment, and was popular among his troops. The gen
eral assembly has erected a mOllument at his $rave
in Hnrrisburg. See" Gov. Geary's Admil1lstra
tion in Ka.nsas," by John H. Gihon (Philadelphia,
1857).-His son, Ellwal'(l Ratchforll, b. in West
morelanu county, Fa., 14 ~ept. , 1845; killed in the
battle of Wauhatchie, Loo kout Mountain, 28 Oct.,
1863, left the sophomore class in J effel'son college
in 1861 to enlist as a private in the 28th Pennsyl
van ia regi men t. fle became captain of Hampton
battery, and subsequently a lieutenant in Kna.pp's
battery, whi ch post he held at the tim e of his deatll.
H e was e nga~ed at Cedar Mountain, Antietam,
Chancellol'syil Je, and Gettysburg.
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