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JONESRBOROUGH, GA., November 14, 1864—9.25 p. m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG,
Richmond, Va.:
Prisoners taken yesterday report Sherman with three corps in and
about Atlanta. Scouts and prisoners report enemy destroying railroad
between Atlanta and Marietta, Yankee camp rumors say Sherman

will move forward.
JOS. WHEELER,
Major-General.
(Same to General Hardee.)

JONESBOROUGH, November 14, 1864.
General JOEN B. Hoob,
Tuscumbia :

Scouts report Fifteenth and Seventeenth Corps marched into Atlanta
yesterday. Large fires been seen in Atlanta for last three days. Pris-
oners say camp rumors are they intend marching to Augusta and
Savannah; also, that Sherman is in Atlanta.

JOS. WHEELER,
Major-General.

JONESBOROUGH, GA., November 14, 1864.
General J. B. Hoob: -

Sherman, with Fifteenth and Twentieth Corps and Kilpatrick’s cav-
alry, is in Atlanta. Prisoners and citizens say camp rumors are that
they will march to Augusta and Savannah. Scouts and prisoners
report Sherman destroying railroad from Atlanta to Allatoona.

J. WHEELER,
Major-General.

(Same to General Bragg, Richmond; Lieutenant-General Hardee,
Charleston; Lieutenant-General Taylor, Selma; Major-General Cobb,
Macon; Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith, Lovejoy’s; Governor Joseph E. Brown,
Milledgeville, and Col. M. H. Wright, Columbus.)

JONESBOROUGH, November 14, 1864.
Lieut. Gen. R. TAYLOR,
Selma, Ala. :

Scouts and prisoners report enemy destroying railroad between
Atlanta and Marietta. Prisoners report Sherman in Atlanta, and that
camp rumors say he will move toward Mobile or Savannah. Prison-
ers also report Fifteenth, Seventeenth, and Twentieth Corps at Atlanta.
Large fires observed in Atlanta for last three days.

JOS, WHELELER,
Major-General.
(Same to General Hood.)
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NEAR ATLANTA, November 14, 1864.

General J. H. CLANTON,
Blue Mountain :
The enemy’s cavalry may move through Carrollton toward West
Point and Montgomery Railroad. Keep it well watched.
J. WHEELER,
Major-General.

GRIFFIN, November 15, 1864,

General S. COOPER :

The enemy has burned Atlanta and destroyed railroad to Allatoona,
burning bridge over Chattahoochee. He moved out of Atlanta with
very large force in direction of Macon by Jonesborough and McDonough.
We have no force to hinder him and must fall back to Macon, where
re-enforcements should be sent at once to meet him successfully.

HOWELL COBB,
Major-General, Commanding.

E ONES GH, November 15, 1864—2.50 p. m.
NEAR JONESBOROUGH, N ber 15, 1864—2.50 4

General J. B. Hoon:

Enemy advanced with infantry, cavalry, and wagons ecarly this
morning. Have driven our cavalry back to this place. Strength not
yet ascertained. IEnemy have burned many houses in Rome, Marietta,
and Atlanta; also degtroyed railroad and burned bridge over Chatta-
hoochee.

J. WHEELER,
Major-General.

(Same to General Braxton Bragg, Richmond; Lieutenant-General
Hardee, Charleston; Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor, Selma; Maj. Gen. G. W,
Smith, Lovejoy’s; Governor Joseph E. Brown, Milledgeville; General
G. T. Beauregard, Tuscumbia, and Col. M. H. Wright, Columbus.)

Loveyoy’s, November 15, 1864—3.45 p. m.

Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding, &e. :

GENERAL: Yours of 2.30 p. m. is received. My trains are getting
ready to start. The wagons came in just as your note was received
notitying me that the pickets were driven in and the enemy at Mor-
row’s Mills. If they come too close to me I will endeavor to give them a
warm reception. If nothing occurs to prevent I will move to-night to
the position spoken of yesterday afternoon.

Yours, truly,
G. W. SMITH,
Major-General,
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CIRCULAR.] HEADQUARTERS WHEELER’S CORPS,
November 15, 1864.

I. A1l orders heretofore issned regarding destroying supplies and re-
moving stock before the enemy are modified as follows:

II. All mills near the enemy’s line of march will be rendered nseless
to the enemy by Dbreaking the machinery, and, when practicable, by
drawing oft the water.

111. No mill building, corn-crib, or any other private property will
be burned or destroyed by this command.

IV. All horses, mules, and other stock which citizens have left on the
enemy’s line of march will be driven oft and proper receipts left for the
same.  When no owner can be found, acenrate acconnts will be kept,
so that the stock can be reclaimed by the owner.

V. Commanders of troops in falling back before the enemy will send
reliable officers and men at least one day in advance to instruct citizens
in which direction to drive their stock.

By order of Major-General Wheeler:

M. G. HUDSON,
First Lieutenant, Aide-de-Camp, and Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen.

TuscuMBIA, November 16, 1864—3 p. m.

General S. COOPER,
Richmond :

Reports of General Wheeler indicate that Sherman is about to move
with three corps from Atlanta to Angusta or Macon; thence probably
to Charleston or Savannah, where a junction may be formed with en-
emy’s fleet. The threatened attack on Wilmington in that event must
be intended for Charleston. 1would advise all available force which can
be spared from North and South Carolina be held ready to move to
defense of Augusta or crossing of Savannah River, in conjunction with
forces in State of Georgia. Should Sherman take Charleston or reach
Atlanticcoast,he might then re-enforce Grant. General Taylor Lias been
ordered to move with the available forces into Georgia, and assnme
command of all troops operating against Sherman should he move as

reported.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

LovesoY’s, [November] 16, 1864—11 a. m.
(Via Barnesville.)
General BRAGG:

Sconts {rom enemy’s rear report that Sherman left Atlanta yesterday
morning with Iifteenth, Seventeenth, and Twentieth Corps in two col-
umns—one on Jonesborough, and one on McDonough road; cavalry
on his flanks. Many bouses been burned in Rome, Marietta, and
Atlanta, and railroad bridge over Chattahoochee destroyed by the
enemy. Inemy advancing this morning.

JOS. WHEELER,

Major-General.

(Same to Generals Beauregard, Cobb, Hardee, Ilood, Smith, and
Taylor, and Governor Brown.)
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GRIFFIN, November 16, 1864—4 p. m.
(Received Richmond 1.10 p. m. 17th.)
General BRAGG:
Enemy checked this evening near Bear Creek. Enemy ecvidently
marching to Macon.
JOS. WHEELER,
Major-General.

(Same to Generals Beauregard, Cobb, Hardee, Hood, Smith, Taylor,
and Governor Brown.)

NEAR JONESBOROUGH, GA., November 16, 1864— Daylight.
General J. B. Hoobp,
Tuscumbia :

Fifteenth, Seventeenth, and Twentieth Corps, with Kilpatrick’s cav-
alry, lefo Aflanta yester day morning in two columns—one on Jonesbor-
ough, and the other on McDonough road. Yourteenth Corps has
reached Atlanta, giving Sherman four corps, fully 60,000 men.

JOS. WHE]CLER,
Major- General.

(Same to General G.'T. Beauregard, Tuqcumbxa, General Braxton
Bragg, Richmond; Lieut. Gen. ILndeL, Jharleston; Lieut. Gen. R.
Taylor, belma, 1\1‘1]01‘ General Cobb, Macon; Maj. Gen G. W. Smith,
L()rsyth, Governor Jo»eph E. Brown, Mllled"evule Col. M. H. Wright,

Jolumbus.)

NovEMBER 16, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER,
Jonesborough, Ga.:

Telegraph me daily, whether you have news of'importance or not.
If Sherman advances to the south or east destroy all things in his
front that might be useful to him, and keep a portion of your force con-
stantly destroying his trains.

J. B. HOOD,

General,

CAMP STEPHENS, NEAR GRIFFIN, GA.,
November 16, 1864—89.30 a. m.
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding, &c., near Lovejoy’s :

GENERAL: The rear ot my command arrived here at 3 o’clock this
morning in very good condition, considering the night’s march, for new
troops. By 1or 2 o’clock this afternoon ’chey will, A | think, be pertectly
ready for anything that may turn up; in fact, are ready now if heavy
work is necessary. My movements must, of course, depend in great
degree upon the force and movements of the enemy and your ability to
hold them in check. If too much engaged yourself please have one of
your staff officers notify me of every change in the position of affairs.
If the full force of the enemy is moving toward Macon my command
should be well abhead of them to put the house in order for defense. If
they move in full force toward Augusta it is still important for us to
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reach Macon soon to take the cars. The rolling-stock of this railroad
is not adequate since their lossesin Atlanta. If they are not in largely
superior foree it is best for us to fight them here. You, I know, will
appreciate my anxiety to know the force and movements of the enemy.
At General Cobb’s request I inclose some papers which he wishes
referred to you.
Yours, very truly,
G. W. SMITH,
Major:General.

GRIFFIN, November 16, 1864—12 m.
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding, &c., near Lovejoy’s :

GENERAL: Yours of 6 a. m. was received in my camp at 10.35, and
was forwarded to me here in a few minutes. Last night yours of 10.30
was received at Bear Oreek Station at 12 m. I call your attention to
these delays; at this time they may be the cause of very serious evil.
Mine of 9.30 a. m. would have been greatly modified had yonrs of 6
o’clock been previously received. I dislike to refer to these matters, but
they are just now of great importance. The heavy column marching
by Mc¢Donough makes it necessary, in my judgment, for this command
to move promptly to Forsyth. I have sent for cars. It they come this
afternoon will make arrangements for starting, leaving all commissary
stores and forage not needed by my command for the use of yours.
Colonel Dibrell has just come in. He says his instructions from you
will justify his taking position near Griffin, toward Mc¢Donough, instead
of six or seven miles southwest as now. He will report to you his exact
position as soon as he selects it. General Cobb and myself both recom-
mended this strongly to Colonel Dibrell, and have no doubt it will
meet with your approval. It is very important that this heavy columnn
by M¢Donough should be opposed by a strong cavalry force. They
are on the direct road from Atlanta to Macon. If they turn toward
Augusta we ought still to be in Macon as soon as practicable. Colonel
Anderson, of my staff, will hand you this, and give you my views more
fully.

Yours, very truly,
G. W. SMITH,
Major-General.

SELMA, ALA., November 16, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER:

Please keep me advised of enemy’s movements. I have your dis-
patches of yesterday and day before. Should enemy move east better
telegraph General Hardee and Richmond direct.

R. TAYLOR,
Lieutenant-General.

MACON, GA., [November 17,] 1864.
President DAVIS,
Richmond, Va.:
Sherman’s move upon this place is formidable, and the most danger-
ous of the war. His policy is universal destruction. If by concentra-
tion of all forces that can be brought together Sherman’s army could
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be erushed, he having eut loose from his communications, it would be
the greatest result of the war. The only mode I see for making defense
and dustloymn Sherman is to order garrisons of Charleston, S%vammh,
and Wilmington here at once. If not beaten here he will either march
to Charleston or Savannah.

HOWELL COBB,

Major-General.

MAcoN, November 17, 1864.
General CooPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

I left Griffin at 10.30 last night, and telegraphed the joint views of
General Wheeler and myself. The enemy are advancing in two col-
umns, by Griffin and MeDonough, evidently moving on Macon. His
forces estimated at 35,000, including Kilpatrick’s cavalry. We are
falling back rapidly to this place. The enemy will probably be here
by Monday. We are too weak to resist them unless re-enforced
promptly. The prisoners should be removed from this State.

HOWELL COBB,
Major-General.

MAcoN, Thursday Morning, November 17, 1864.

[Governor J. E. BROWN:|

DEAR GOVERNOR: Things are very bad here. Sherman in person
is leading, say, 30,000 men against us. We are retreating as rapidly as
possible, consistent with good order and efficiency. The militia are
retreating in admirable order and good discipline, as General Cobb
reports. I will meet them between this and Forsyth this evening. [
believe the Legislature will grant yon large and liberal powers. Tell
them the country is in daugcr. Let all of her sons come to her rescue.

Yours, faithfully. B el
. TOOMBS.

P. S.—We have called for the troops in Wilmington, Charleston, and
Savannah. If wedo defend here they will be on us by Monday. Cavalry
force said to be below 6,000. Send all the troops you can. If we do not
get help we must abandon this place.

Yours,
R. TOOMBS.

TUSCUMBIA, [ November 17, 1864).
General S. COOPER,
Richmond :
General R. Taylor has been ordered to repair forthwith to Georgia
and take command of all Confederate troops now operating against

Sherman.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

TuscuMBIA, November 17, 1864.
General S. COOPER:
"I leave for Corinth this morning, whenee I will move according to

circumstances. No news since report of yesterday.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
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TuscuMBIA, [November 17, 1864].
General S. COOPER, ) :
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond :

General Wheeler reports from Jonesborough, Ga., enemy advanced
with infantry, artillery, cavalry, and wagons on morning of 15th
instant, driving back our cavalry to Jonesborough. 7

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

RicaMoND, [November 17, 1864].
General BEAUREGARD,
Tuscumbia : -

Generals Cobb and Wheeler report Sherman moving with three corps
on Macon. This information has probably been communicated to you,
if not anticipated by you, but we are not informed. Have you taken
measures to meet it? You are aware that few, if any, troops out of
your department can now be sent to its defense.

By direction of the President:

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

RrcusMonp, VA., November 17, 1864,
General BEAUREGARD, ;
Tuscumbia, Ala. :

Your dispateh of yesterday just received. You were dispatched this
morning respecting Sherman’s movements on Macon. At same time
General Taylor was telegraped to call for the reserve forces of his de-
partment, and if possible to aid in resisting the army of Sherman.
Your order to General Taylor to move with the available forees into
Georgia is approved. General Hardee was telegraphed this morning
that his command, for the present, was extended to embrace all that
part of Georgia south of the Chattahoochee River, and directed to move
promptly to the scene of operations, and endeavor to obtain an adequate
force by concentrating detachments from garrisons, convalescents from
hospitals, reserves, militia, and volunteers. Copy of your dispatch has
been sent to the President, and I await his further directions,

8. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

NEAR GRIFFIN, GA., November 17, 1864—11 a. m.
Lieutenant-General HARDEE,
Charleston :
Enemy are turning their columns on shortest road to Macon. Scouts
from enemy’s rear report Fourteenth Corps moving up to join Sherman.
JOS. WHEELER,
Major-General.
(Same to General Howell Cobb, Macon; Governor J. Ii. Brown, Mil-
ledgeville, and General R. Taylor, Selma.)
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CHARLESTON, November 17, 1864.
Hon. J. A. SEDDON, Secretary of War, Richmond :
General Cobb has called on me for re-enforcements to defend Macon.
I will send him the Fifth Georgia, now stationed at I'lorence, which is
the only troops I can spare without stripping the coast and leaving it

open to the enemy. Hitfe
W. J. H DEEL
Lieutenant- Ge')Zm'(u.

RICHMOND, [November 17, 1864).
General HARDEE, Charleston :

It is reported that Sherman is moving rapidly upon Macon. Your
comniand, tor the present,’is extended to embrace all that part of Georgia
south of the Chattahoochee River. You will move promptly to the
scene of active operations, and endeavor to obtain an adequate force by
concentrating detachments from garrisons, convalescents from hospitals,
reserves, militia, and volunteers.

By order of the President:

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

NovEMBER 17, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER, Comdg. Cavalry, Lovejoy’s Station :

Call Clanton’s command to you and give him such orders as you think
best to assist you in retarding the advance of Sherman.
J. B. HOOD,
General,

GRIF¥IN, November 17, 1864—12 m.
General JoHN B. Hoob, Tuscumbia :
Seounts from enemy’s rear report that Fourteenth Corps crossed the
Chattahoochee on 15th on way to join Sherman, giving him four corps.
JOS. WHEELER
Major-General.
(Same to General Braxton Bragg, Richmond; Lieut. Gen. W. J. Har-
dee, Charleston; Lieut. Gen. R. Taylor, Selma; General Howell Cobb,
Macon, and Governor J. I3. Brown, Milledgeville.)

NEAR GRIFFIN, GA., November 17, 1864—2.20 p. m.
General J. B. Hoop, Tusnumbza.

Enemy are turniug their columns on shortest road to Macon. Seouts
from enemy’s rear report FFourteenth Corps moving up to join Sherman.
I have no orders regarding holding any city, should enemy besiege or
assault. DPlease send orders to me or General Cobb.

JOS. WHEELER,
Major- (wn("ral.

(Same to General Braxton Bragg, Richmond, and General Beaure-
gard.)
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TWELVE MILES NORTH OF FORSYTH,
November 17, 1864—6.10. (Via Macon.)
(Received 2.30 p. m. 18th.)
General BRAGG:
Enemy still moving toward Macon by shortest direet road. Scouts
report a force of the enemy between Yellow and South Rivers.
JOS. WHEELER,
Major-General.

R1icHMOND. | November 17, 1864].

Maj. H.C. GUERIN:

Sherman’s movement may cut us off at any moment from Southwest
Georgia. Urge the collection |ot] corn with “utmost activity, and push
forward to Wellford. Telegraph your district officers to Ioso 1o time,

By order of Commissary-General:
J..C. ABRAMS,
Captain and Assistant Commissary of Subsistence.

RicuMony, [ November 17, 1864).
General TAYLOR,
Selma :

You are authorized to call for the reserves of your departmeant, and
requested, as far as practicable, to aid in resisting the army of Sherman,
reported to be moving south from Atlanta.

S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General.

MILLEDGEVILLE, November 18, 1864.
President DAvVIS:
A heavy force of the enemy is advancing on Macon, laying waste the
country and burning the towns. We have not sufficient force. I hope

you will send us troops as re-enforcements till the exigency is passed.
JOS. E. BROWN.

RicHEMOND, VA., November 18, 1864.
Geuneral H. CoBB,
Macon, Ga.:

In addition to the troops of all kinds you should endeavor to get out
every man who can render any service, even for a short perlod, and
employ negroes in obstructing roads by every practicable means. Col-
onel Rams, at Augusta, can furnish you with-shells prepared to explode
by pressure, and these will be effective to check an advance. General
Hardee has, [ hope, brought some re-enforcements, and General Taylor
will probably join you with some further aid. You have a difficult task,
but will realize the necessity for the greatest exertion,

JEFEN, DAVIS,
59 I R—=YOL XLIY :
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CoriNTi, November 18, 1864—7 a. m.
Houn. J. A. SEDDON:

I have just arrived here on my. way to Georgia. Please order imme-
diately to General Cobb, at Macon, a large supply of Rains’ subterra
shells, with competent person to employ them.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

[ Indorsement. |

NoVEMBER 19, 1864,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL: .
Instruet General Rains to give immediate attention to this.
e s By
Secretary.

CoriNTH, November 18, 1864—11 a. m.
(Received 19th.)
General S. COOPER: i
General Taylor telegraphs trom Mobile that he may not, through
accident on roads, reach Macon before Sherman’s force. 1 am in same
condition here. I therefore respectfully urge that General Hardee
should be ordered to assume temporary command forthwith of the
troops operating in Georgia.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

JORINTH, November 18, 1864.
(Received 19th.)
General S. COOPER:
General Cobb reports from Macon, November 17:

Enemy is advancing in two columns, by Griffin and MeDonough, evidently moving
on Macon. His force three corps, estimated at 30,000, inclnding Kilpatrick’s cavalry,
We are falling back rapidly to this place. Enemy will probably be here Monday.

I have ordered Generals Hood and Taylor, and requested General
Hardee, to send General Cobb all the re-enforcements they ean spare. I
have ordered General Taylor to Macon forthwith, and am going there
in person rapidly as condition of roads will permit.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

SORINTH, November 18, 1864—4 p. m.
(Received 19th.)
General 5. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:
General Hood reports from Florenece, 18th:

Jackson's cavalry division could not be spared {rom this army without seriously
embarrassing Stewart’s operations, while General Wheeler has with him some thir-
teen Lrigades of cavalry.

I have suggested to General Hood, it he could not spare troops for
Georgia, to take the offensive immediately to relieve it.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.
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RICHMOND, November 18, 1861.
To THE PBOPLE OF GEORGIA:

You have now the best opportunity ever yet presented to destroy the
enemy. Puteverything at the disposal of onr generals; remove all pro-
visions from the path of the invader, and put all obstructions in his path.
Evely eitizen with his gun, and every negro with his spade and axe, can
do the work of a soldier. You can destroy the enemy by retarding
his march. Georgians, be firm! Act promptly, and fear not!

B. H. HILI,
Senator.

I most cordially approve the above.

JAMES A. SEDDON,
Seeretary of War.

CoRrINTH, November 18, 1864.
To THE PEOPLE OF GEORGIA:

Arise for the defense of your native soil! Rally round yonr patriotic
Governor and gallant soldiers! Obstroet and destroy all roads in Sher-
man’s front, flank, and rear, and his army will soon starve in your
midst! Be confident and resolute! Trnstin an overruling Providence,
and snceess will erown your efforts. 1 hasten to join yon in defense of
your homes and firesides.
: G. T. BEAUREGARD.

CORINTH, November 18, 1864.
General J. B. Hoop,
Florence :
Batteries ordered from Maeon cannot now be expected here. Send
two soon as possible until others can be had.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

CoRrINTH, November 18, 1864—3 p. m.
General J. B. Hoopn,
Commanding, &c.:

General Wheeler reports from Griffin yesterday that scouts from
enemy’s rear report Fourteenth Corps crossed Chattahoochee on 15th
to join Sherman, giving him four corps. Shounld that be true, could
you not spare then, at once, some troops for Georgia, or take the offen-
sive immediately? General Cobb is urgent in his calls for assistance,

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

CoriINTH, Miss., November 18, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER:
Employ your cavalry to best advantage, retarding advance of Sher-
man’s army and destroying supplies in his front.
. G. 1. BEAUREGARD.
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ForsyrH, \or(,mbc) 18, 1864—10 p. m.
(Received 19th.)
General BrAGG:
Enemy pressing on rapidly.
JOS. WHEELER,
Major-General,

HEADQUARTERS,
Llorence, Ala., November 18, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding (‘amh Y, Griffin, Ga. :

Your dispatches of 17th received. 1t is very important tlmt you
should not allow any portion of your mounted force to be shut up in a
beseiged city, but keep them constantly harassing the enemy, destroy-
ing his trains, and cutting oft his foraging parties.

J. B. HOOD,
General.

HIADQUARTERS,
Llorence, Ala., November 18, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry, Griffin, Ga. :

In returning the section of artillery to Roddey whieh is with Hannon,
you need only send the men and horses, as other and better guns have
been obtained.

A. P. MASON,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ForsyTH, November 18, 1864—9 p. m.
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding, de.

GENERAL: About half of my infantry started for Macon by rail last
night, and the trains have this moment retnrned. The rest of the in-
fantry will be put upon the cars in a few minutes. I sent, fourteen
pieces of artillery, under Major Palmer, for Macon at 1 o’clock this
morning. My wagon train has started, and as soon as the infantry
are off I will start. General Beauregard telegraphs me that General
Taylor has been ordered to take confmand of troops in Georgia. In
meantime directs everything to be done to check Sherman’s adv: ance,
whieh, in my opinion, can, under present circumstances, be best done by
the infantry, by being in the fortifications at Macon, leaving the outside
work to the cavalry. There is a large amount of stores here; I will
endeavor to get ears sent up to remove them. In case you have to fall
back suddenly to this place please notify the trains below. I received
information this morning that a large force of the encmny were moving
down the Georgia railroad. If this is so, and I am disposed to credit
‘the man who sent the information, Sherman may stop on the Towaliga
and move the mass of his forces east. In that case he will endeavor to
break Central railroad to prevent our going by rail to Aufrubm. I
shall always be glad to hear how you are %ttmn on.

3 Yours, very truly, G. W, SMITH
r, o R 9

Major-General,
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CoLuMBiA, November 18, 1864.

President DAVIS:
- 1f the emergency warrants am I authorized to go into Georgia with
such force as I can carry, and retain there my rank.
JAS. CHESNUT, Jr.,
DBrigadier-General, Commanding Reserves.

Rrcamoxp, November 19, 1864.
To THE PEOPLE OF GEORGTA:

We have had a special conference with President Davis and the
Secretary of War, and are able to assure you that they have done and
are still doing all that can be done to meet the emergeney that presses
upon you. Let every man fly to arms! Remove your negroes, horses,
cattle, and provisions from Sherman’s army, and burn what you can-
not carry. Burn all bridges and block np the roads in his route.
Assail the invader in front, flank, and rear, by night and by day. Let
him have no rest.

JULIAN HARTRIDGE, MARK H. BLANDFORD,
J. 1. ECHOLS, GEO. N. LESTER,
JOHN T, SHEWMAKE, JAS. M. SMITH,
Members of Congress.

PETERSBURG, November 19, 1864.
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS,
Richmond, Va.:

I have not received General Cooper’s dispatch. I know of no troops
within reach of Sherman except those in Georgia, nor do I know of a
2 All roads, bridges, provisions, &e., within Sherman’s reach
should be destroyed. The population must turn out. Wheeler could
do much. It would be extremely hazardous and J*  Savannah
will probably be Sherman’s.object. Troops that c¢an be spared from
Charleston, Savannah, &e., should take the field under Hardee.

R. E. LEE.

Corintir, November 19, 1864. (Received 20th.)
General S. COOPER:
I leave this morning for Macon, via Mobile, the nearest route.
Weather and roads are so bad that movements of Army of Tennessee

are much retarded.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

CoriINTH, November 19, 1864. (Received 20th.)
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:
General Wheeler telegraphs from Griffin, on 17th, that enemy are
turning their eolumns on shortest route to Macon, and scouts from

“ Cipher uninm]ligib]:A
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enemy’s rear report IFourteenth crossed Chattahoochee to join Sherman,
giving him four corps. This information has been communicated to
General Hood. Itislettoptional with him to divide and re-enforce Cobb,

or take the offensive immediately to relieve him.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

MACON, November 19, 1864.
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON,
Seeretary of War:

There is great scarcity. of arms in Georgia and South Carolina to meet
the enemy. It is necessary to have additional arms to put into the
hands of the levy en masse ordered by the Legislature of Georgia, and
the reserve militia of South Carolina now called out by Governor Bon-
ham. Please have all spare arms sent to Charleston, 8. C., subject to

my orders.
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutcnant-General.

MAcoN, November 19, 1864.
General S. COOPER:

I reached here this morning. The enemy on both sides Ocmulgee
River, about thirty miles from Macon. A column is reported near Social
Circle marching on Augusta. My opinion, hastily formed from the in-
formation before me, is that the enemy will nltimately form junction
and march npon Augusta; General Cobb concurs. The force of the
enemy consists of the Fourteenth, Iifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth,
and Twentieth Army Corps; and the infantry under General Cobb is

around Macon.
W. J. HARDEE,
Licutenant-General,

Macox, November 19, 1861—8 p. m.
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:
Enemy’s cavalry entered Clinton to-day. Euemy reported seven
miles this side Madison at 9 o’clock this morning; said to be Slocum’s

COrps.
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

: MAcoN, November 19, 1864, (Received 20th.)
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:
I have ordered Wheeler to make an attack on the enemy to-morrow
at Clinton (20th), [so] as to ascertain definitely his movements and

intentions.
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General,
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MAcoN, November 19, 1564.
Major-General McLAWS:

Colonel Ould will declare paroled prisoners exchanged as soon as he
can make Yankee delivery. Enemy’s movements indicate an advance
on Augusta. What defense have you to protect Savannah from land
attack?

. W. J. HARDEL,
g 315 Lieutenant-General,

SAVANNAH, GA., Nov ember 19, 1864,
General HARDER,
Macon, Ga. :

Have no defenses but an innndation, which is not complete and does
not cover the crossing of the Charleston railroad over Savannah River,
1 need the troops on the way to Oconee bridge. Can I recall then?

L. McLAWS,
. Major-General.

MAcon, November 19, 1864,
Maj. Gen. L. MoLAws:

The force at the Oconee bridge cannot be spared yet. General
Wheeler says that prisoners report that Sherman is going to Savannah
by way of Augusta. Be prepared to press negroes if you need them.

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

TENNILLE, November 19, 1864,
General McLAws, or Colonel ANDERSON:

S1r: The Yankees are expected at Oconee bridge. We are determined
to dispute their passage and defend the bridge. Please send us it pos-
sible one howitzer and caisson, with Lam\tu and grape, occupying an
open car. We have some twenty old avtillerists cut off from their com-
mands who will man the piece.

WM. A. IRWIN,
Adide-de-Camp, Twentieth Military District.

TE.\'NILLE, November 19, 1864.
General L. McLAws
Men are mustering f‘lit I think T ean start with 100 in an hour, and
have 200 by noon. ‘Shall. T press an engine and train to carry men. I
have rifles and ammunition.
T, III\LL,
Major.

TENNILLE, November 19, 1864,
General MocLAWS:

No transportation here to move troops. Have sent over fifty cavalry
to Oconee bridge., Will have over 100 infantry ready for afternoon
train. Captain MecIee, at 14, is mustering strong. 1 leave at once.

* H. T. HALIL,
Major and Commissary of Subsistence.
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ForsyTH, November 19, 1864—1.30 p.m.
General BRAGG:
Scouts near Hillsborough report enemy moving toward Augusta.
JOS. WHEELLER,
Major-General.

MAcox, GA., November 19, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER
General Taylor has been ordered here; left Mobile yesterday morn-
ing. General Hardee expected this morning. Re-enforcements are

prowmised.
IHHOWELL COBB,
Major- General.

* AUGUSTA, November 19, 1864—11 a. m.
General S. COOPER:
Enemy advancing toward Macon; also a strong e¢olumn of all arms
along the railroad from Atlanta to Augusta; were at Social Circle yes-

terday. (xeueml Hardee pdme(l last evumlo on his way to Maeon.
s ! FRY,
Br: l_/(l(IIC) General.

RicaMOND, November 19, 1861,
) t
Brig. Gen. JAMES CHESNUT,
Columbia, 8. C. :
You are authorized to go into Georgia with such voluntary force as
you can take consistently with publi¢ necessity, and command there

according to your rank.
JEFI'N DAVIS.

WEsT Point, November 20, 1864—10 a. m.
General J. B. Hoob:

Push on active offensive immediately. Colonel Brent informs me
first order for movement one of Jackson’s brigades to Wheeler has
been suspended by you. It is indispensable; it should be sent by best
and quickest route to Newnan, to cut off communications of enemy
with Kingston, and to protect construction of telegraph lines and rail-
road to Augusta via Atlanta. I have appealed to people of Georgia

to defend their homes.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

AUGUSTA, GA., onember 20, 1864.
His Excellency President DAvIs:
General Hardee requested me to inform you that he passed through
to Macon Friday. e could bring no troops but Fifth Georgia, about


http:18C4-.1.30

Cuap. LVI) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 813

200 muskets. Carolina reserves (1,700) all needed to gnard prisoners
at Columbia. We have to put in trenches here about 2,000 locals
and convalescents. Rumors of enemy’s advance on this place unrelia-
ble. I will do my ntmost to aid General Fry in every contingency. I

use “victory” key. W. M. BROWNE
. IV, AN 1Y,

GORDON, November 20, 1864.
Major-General McLAWS,
Savannah :
It is my opinion you had better send troops to gnard Oconee
bridge. Keep your telegraph office open.
H. C. WAYNE,
Major-General.

OCONEE BRIDGE, November 20, 1864. (Via Tennille.)
Captain ELLIOTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

I arrived here safely this morning. Have no news at present to
report. Could you not send up an operator and battery with the next
train, as his presence here would save great inconvenience in dispatch-
ing. There is no operator here, and 1 have to send to Tennille tor the

purpose of dispatching. Answer.
A. L. HARTRIDGE,

Major, Commanding, &e.

(GORDON, November 20, 1864,
Maj. Gen. HoweLL COBB,
Macon :
I report here with 200 men. Seund me 10,000 rounds of ammunition,
.69 caliber, and a medical officer.
H. C. WAYNE,

Major-General.

CHARLESTON, November 20, 1864,

Major-General McLAWS:

General Fry telegraphs from Augusta that he wants 500 small arms;
none here; and Major Huger has telegraphed to Savannah to have all
sent on which you can spare. Would be well to inform Iry of what he

can get.
R. S. RIPLEY,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.
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AUGUSTA, November 20, 1864—2 p. m.
General S, COOPER:

Telegraph to Macon just broken. General Hardee was there this
morning. Slocum’s corps at Madison, on Georgia railroad, yesterday.
Wiil make the best defense 1 can here.

B. D. FRY,

Brigadier-General.

AvGUsTA, November 20, 1864—7 p. m.

General S. COOPER:

This morning enemy had advanced ou the line of Georgia railroad
as far as Oconee River. I believe it to be Slocum’s corps. Wires cut
near Macon. [ have no communication with General Hardee since
morning. Fighting reported near Macou.

B. D. FRY,

Brigadier-General.

WEesT PoInNT, Miss., November 20, 1864,

General WHEELER

General Hardee will tor the present give orders for the defense of
Georgia east of the Chattahoochee. My views are that positions should
be defended ouly so long as not to risk satety of troops and materials
required for active operations in the field. Meanwhile remove to safe
locality all Government property on iline of enemy’s march, and consumne
or destroy all supplies within his reach.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

Abstract from return of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida, Lieul.
Gen. W..J. Hardee commanding, for November 20, 1864,
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Organization of troops in the Department of South Carolina, Georyia,
and Flovida, commanded by Lieut. Gen. William J. Hardee, Novem-
ber 20, 1864.

McLAWS' DIVISION,
Maj. Gen. LAFAYETTE McLAaws.

1st Georgia Regulars, Col. Richard A. Wayne.

Barnwell's (Georgia) Light Artillery, Col. Richard A, Wayne.
224 Georgia Battalion (six companies), Maj. Thomas 1. Bertody.
27th Georgia Battalion, Company D, Lient. W. R. McLaws.
29¢h Georgia Battalion Cavalry (six ecompanies), Capt. J.T. Wimberly.

3d  South Carolina Cavalry (eight companies), Capt. A. M. Lowry.
Symons' Reserves (ten companies), Maj. John Cunningham.
Beanfort (South Carolina) Artillery, Lieut. John J. Rhodes.
Bonaud’s (Georgia) Battalion (two companies), Capt. Malecolin T, McGregor.
Terrell (Georgia) Light Artillery, Capt. John W. Brooks.
Clineh’s (Georgia) Light Artillery (two companies), Maj. George W, Anderson.
Cobb Guards (two companies), Maj. Alfred L. Hartridge.
Daniell's (Georgia) Light Battery,
Guerard’s (Georgia) Light Battery, s Capt. J. A. Maxwell.
Maxwell's (Georgia) Light Battery,
German (South Carolina) Artillery, Company A, Capt. F. W. Wagener.
German (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. William K. Bachman.
Hanleiter’s (Georgia) Battery, Capt. Cornelins R. Hanleiter.
South Carolina Horse Artillery (section),Lieut. Richard Jolhnson.
Lafayette (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. J.T. Kanapaunx.
Mercer (Georgia) Artillery, Lieut. Col. William R. Pritchard. Y
24 Engineer Troops, Company D, Capt. James W, McAlpine.

RIPLEY'S BRIGADE,
Brig. Gen. ROSWELL S. RIPLEY.

32d Georgia Volunteers (seven companies and detachment), Capt. S. J. Heath.
1st South Carolina Regnlars (ten companies), Col. William Butler.
1st South Carolina Cavalry, Company K, Capt. Angus I’. Brown.

Keitt's (South Carolina, Mounted Rifles, Capt. Ellison 8. Keitt.

Ripley (South Carolina) Rangers, Lieut. C. P. Bolton.

1st Sonth Carolina Artillery (seven companies), Maj. Ormsby Blanding.

Gist Guards (South Carolina) Artillery, Lieat. Theodore G. Boag.

TRAPIER'S BRIGADE.
Brig. Gen. JAMES II. TRAPIER.

Kirk's Squadron (South Carolina) Cavalry (two companies), Capt. M. J. Kirk.
Steele’s Company (South Carolina) Cavalry, Capt. J. J. Steele.

German (South Carolina) Artillery, Company B, Capt. F'. Melchers.

Santee (South Carolina) Light Artillery, Capt. Christopher Gaillard.
Waceamaw (South Carolina) Light Artillery, Capt. Mayham Ward.

ROBERTSON'S BRIGADE,
Brig. Gen. BEVERLY H. ROBERTSON.

3d Sonth Carolina Cavalry, Company B, Capt. Archibald L. Campbell.

Stono (Sonth Carolina) Scouts, Capt. John B. L. Walpole.

2d South Carolina Artillery (two companies), Capt. Medicus Riekenbaker.
Marion (South Carolina) Artillery, Capt. Kdward L. Parker.

Palmetto Battery Light Artillery (three companies), Capt. Charles I3, Kanapanx.
Washington (Sonth Carolina) Artillery, Capt. George H. Walter.

Mathewes’ (South Carolina) Heavy Artillery, Capt..J. Raven Mathewes.

South Carolina Siege Train, Company A, Capt. Benjamin C. Webb.
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TALIAFERRO'S BRIGADE.
Brig. Gen. WiLLIAM B. TALIAFERRO.

47th Georgia (six companies), Col. Aaron C. Edwards.

1st South Carolina Cavalry (nine companies), ?
Palmetto Light Artillery, Company I, Licut. Col. William 1. Camphell.
South Cavolina Siege Train {two companies),
1st South Carolina Artillery (three companies),
Bonand’s Battalion Georgia Volunteers,
2d South Carolina Artillery (eight companies), Col. A. D. Irederick.
Lucas’ (South Carolina) Battalion (three companies), Maj. J. Jonathan Lueas,
Chatham (Georgia) Artillery, Lieut. Samuel B. Palmer.
Orleans Guard Battery, Capt. G. Le Gardeur, jr. X

Lieut. Col. J(J.;‘UI\I) AL Yates.

MILLER'S BRIGADIE,
Brig. Gen. WILLIAM MILLER.

Battalion Florida Reserves, Capt. Isaac B. Nichols.
2d IPlorida Cavalry (ten companies), Lieut. Col. Abner H. McCormick.
5th Florida Battalion (three companies), Capt. W. . Milton.
29th Georgia Battalion (two companies), Capt. I. L. Pepper.
Independent (I'lorida) Cavalry Company, Capt. Chisolm.
I'lorida Reserves (seven companies), Capt. Gilehrist.
Abell’s (Florida) Artillery, Capt. Henry F. Abell.
Kilerease (I°lorida) Light Artillery, Capt. I'. L. Villepigue.
Campbell’s (Georgia) Siege Artillery, Capt. Charles G. Campbell.

POST OF FLORENCE, S. .
Col. GRORGE P. IHARRISON, Jr.

1st Sonth Carolina Cavalry, Capt. J. 8. Wilson.

3d Battalion Sonth Carolina Reserves, Maj. William I. Gill,

4th Battalion South Carolina Reserves, Licut. Col. James H, Willinms.
5th Battalion South Carolina Reserves, Lieut. Col. Thomas R. Brown,
6th Battalion Sonth Carolina Reserves, Maj. Robert Meriwether.

7th Battalion Sonth Carolina Reserves, Maj. J. W. Ward.

POST OF COLUMBIA, S. C.

Lient. Col. ROBERT S, MEANS.

South Carolina State Reserves (five companies), Capt. Edward Powell.

Williams' Battalion (Sonth Carolina) State Reserves (two ecompanies), Licut. John
McCarley.

Detachment of Artillery, Lieut.

Post Guard, Capt. Rafns D, Senn

Provost Guard, Capt. D. 1. Hamilton, jr.

Holyland.

WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., November 21, 1864,
Governor JOSEPH Ii. BROWN:
(Care of General Fry, Augusta, Ga.)

Your telegram to the President has been referred to the Department
for answer. The movements of the enemy in Georgia are viewed with
interest and concern. Whatever re-enforcements of men and means
the Department can command from its limited resources, in consistency
with general safety, will be afforded. '

J. A. SEDDON
Secretary of %Vur.
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MAcon, November 21, 1864.
(Received 22d.)
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

Believing the enemy has gone toward Augusta 1 have ordered all
the d]sp()\dbl(‘ force from this place to that point. 1 shall leave myself
to-night or early to-morrow. As far as I can learn the damage done
the railroad is v ery slight; 1 am having it repaired. No injury to the
railroads west or south of this place.

W. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant-General,

SPECIAL ()R.DERS, Hpers. DEPT. OF 8. C., GA., AND FLA.,
No. 282, } Charleston, S. C, Aonembm 21, 16(’4
I. Pursuant to paragraph XV, Special Orders, No. 264, Ad)utant
and Inspector General’s Office, Md_] Gon. Robert Ransom is assigned
to command of the Second Military Sub-District of South Carolina,
formerly First Distriet of South Carolina.
* #* * # * * *
By command of Lieutenant-General Hardee:
H. W. FEILDEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MACON, [ November| 21, 1864,
(Via Oconee 22d.)
Major-General McLAWS:

Believing the enemy is moving on Angusta, I have ordered all the
disposable force from this place to that point. Send up cars to take
away the troops. The damage done the railroad is believed to be incon-
siderable; 1 am having it repaired. Hasten the cars forward. 1 shall
leave to-morrow moruing.

W. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant-General, Commanding.

OCONEE, November 21, 1864.
Major-General McLAWS,
Savannah, Ga.:
Can you send me 1,000 men from Charleston or Savannah? The
enemy are flanking me on the rvight. Send me a map of the State of

Georgia. »
. C. WAYNE,
Major-General.
[Indorsement. |

NOVEMBER 21, 1864.

Send copy to headquarters, Charleston, and to Colonel Cyyler.
i L. McLAWS,
Major-General, Commanding,
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CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY,
Savannah, November 21, 1564.
Major-General McLAWws:

DEAr SIR: Bvery car at this time is engaged bringing prisoners
from Camp Lawton. The very instant 1 can command cars I will
place a train at No. 13 for Government stores, and 1 will give direc-
tions immediately thereafter to bring down the stores at Millen. Our
road is not injured as yet from Gordon down. I received the following
from Augusta, from our operator at Gordon, written yesterday :

The Inmber train was captured at Griswoldville and burned to-day. Negroes
all safe. Destroyed the machine shops and foundry and Georgia Chemical Works.
Road burned at Griswoldville.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. R. CUYLER,
President.

GORDON, [November| 21, 1864.
Major-General McLAWS,
Savannah :

I have been cut off from Macon for thirty hours. 1t is reported to
me that Macon will be evacunated by our troops, the enemy being too
strong. I have therefore, in council, decided to fall back to the Oconee;
the now important point in this neighborhood. My foree is 450, includ-
ing 60 cavalry and 4 pieces of artillery. I report to you for orders.

HOLENRY C. WAYNE,
Major-General.

GORDON, November 21, 1864,
Colonel RAINS,
Auguste :
Send me 250 cartridge boxes and belts. The rain is ruining my
powder.
. C. WAYNE,
Major-General,

G|orRDON, November| 21, 1864.
General I'rY,
Jommanding, &e., Augusta :

Have you any news of importance from Macon? The wires are cut,
but I will send a courier through. Cavalry force of the enemy moving
on the east of me as if for Milledgeville. Keep me advised.

HENRY C. WAYNE,
Major-General.

AUGUSTA, November 21, 1864.
General S. COOPER:

At least one corps of the enemy has advanced as far as Oconee River
on railroad from Atlanta. Railroad and telegraph cut near Macon. I
have had nothing from General Hardee since yesterday. After the
enemy passes through 1 eould be again at work here. The machinery
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is all important, and to save it I must have control of my workmen and
also as much transportation as I may require. Unless such instrue-
tions are immediately given 1 cannot accomplish it.
GEO. W. RAINS.
Colonel, Commanding.

JENTRAL RAILROAD, Gordon, November 21, 1864.
Capt. R. W. B, ELLiorT,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Headquarters Savannal :
Major-Geueral Wayne proposes falling back from this place to the
Oconee bridge. The euemy are reported 40,008 strong, moving on
Macon, and 20,000 on Augusta. A small force of the enemy were in
Milledgeville yesterday evening. I await further orders. Telegraph

me at No. 14.
A. L. HARTRIDGLE,
Major, de.

OCONEE, November 21, 1864.
Captain ELLIOTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

If the enemy should attempt to go round for the purpose of destroy-
ing the Ogeechee railroad bridge, I will need a train to transport troops
there tor its defense. Can you not send a train here subject to my
orders?

A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, &e.

OCONEE, November 21, 1864.
Capt. R. W. B. ELL1OTT:

Assistant Surgeon West has arrived, but without medicines. Cap-
tain Fremder’s cavalry company not yet arrivcd. I have seized all the
fords above and below the railroad bridge, and have ordered all boats
to be kept on this side, and destroyed if necessary. I have received
the major-general’s dispateh allowing me to retain the Twenty-seventh
Georgia Battalion. No citizens have reported yet.

: A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, &e.

OCONEE, November 21, 1864.
Captain Evrviort,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

General Wayne and his eommand, between 400 and 500 men, left
Gordon at 3.30 o'cloek, and are now here. As weo left Gordon the
Yankees entered it, but 1o information could be gathered as to their
strength, General Wayne has assumed command here. I await fur-
ther orders,

A. L, HARTRIDGE,
Major, &e.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Macon, Ga., November 21, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry :

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Hardee wishes you, when you reach
the nearest point of your march to the Oconee bridge, on the Central
railroad, to send a regiment there to aid in its defense. There are
about 100 men there at present, but he does not think that force suffi-
cient.

Respecttully, general, your obedient servant,
D. H. POOLE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS WILLIAMS KENTUCKY BRIGADE,
' November 21, 1864—3 p. m.
Major POOLE,
Assistant Adjutant-General for General Hardee:

I found the enemy about four miles from Clinton, about one regiment
strong. 1 have driven them over a mile, and am still driving them.
Have not as yet learned anything of the force they have in their rear.

Very respectfully, &c.,
WM. C. P. BRECKINRIDGI,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS DistiricT 0F S0u1TH CAROLINA,
Charleston, November 21, 1864,
J. R. TUCKER, :
Flag Officer, Charleston, 8. C.:

MY DEAR SIRr: J. H. Toombs, chief engineer under your command,
has suggested that from his knowledge of the use of torpedoes and the
roads over which theenemy will probably pass in Georgia, that he may
be able to delay their advance and inflict serious injury on them. If
you can dispense with his services for a short time, and order him to
report to me, I will detach him on that service.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
SAM. JONES,
Major-General,

RicEMOND, VA., November 22, 1864.

Col. WiLLIAM M. BROWNE,
Aide-de-Camp, &e., Augusta, Ga. :

You will ¢convey to generals commanding armies or posts i South-
ern Georgia my instructions that every effort will be made, by destroy-
ing bridges, felling trees, planting subterra shells, and otherwise, to
obstruet the advance of the enemy. All supplies which are likely to
fall into the enemy’s hands will be destroyed. Commniunicate with Gen-
eral Hardee, commanding forces in Southern Georgia, or to General
Beauregard, if he has arrived, to learn whether any force has been sent
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from the Army of Tennessee to co-operate in the defense of South-
eastern Georgia. If it is not too late I wish that Forrest with his cav-
alry should be sent to impede the march of Sherman’s army and pre-
vent it from foraging on the country.

JEFI'N DAVIS,

/!

RicHMOND, VA, November 22, 1864.
General B. BRAGG,
Wilmington, N. C.:

If the condition of affairs will permit 1 wish you to proceed via Co-
lumbia to Augusta to direct efforts to assemble and employ all available
force against the enemy now advancing into Southeastern Georgia.
General Hardee and perhaps Taylor and Beauregard are at Macon;
Brigadier-General I'ry, and perhaps Chesnut, at Aungusta. General
Lee will telegraph you.

JEFI'N DAVIS.

WILMINGTON, November 22, 1864 —9 p. m.
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS,
Richmond :
I will leave by first train but shall carry but few troops, most or
these here being reserves which cannot be taken trom the State.
B. BRAGG.

WILMINGTON, November 22, 1864.
Hon. R. H. MAYy,
Mayor of Augusta :
I leave here to-day with re-enforcements for Augusta. Ixhort your
people to be confident and resolute.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

OCONEE, November 22, 1864,
General L. MocLAws:

The Fourth Kentucky Infantry (mounted) is on its way to my sup-
port, and will be here at about 1 o’clock to-night. Ordered here by
General Wheeler. The cannonading heard this afternoon was Wheeler
pressing the enemy in the rear down the railroad.

H. C. WAYNEL.

OcoNEr, November 22, 1864.
Major-General McLAws:
Some of the militia are coming in. Can you not send me 100 arms
and ammunition, say 40 rounds for each?
H. ¢. WAYNE,
Major-General.
56 B R—VOL XLIV
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TENNILLE, November 22, 1864,
Major-General MoLAWS:
Please send 5,000 rations (breadstuffs, meat, and salt) to Oconee
bridge; 4,000 ronndL .69 and 6,000 rounds .54,
II. C. WAYNE,

Major-General.

CHARLESTON, November 22, 1864.
Major-General McLAwS:

Dispatch received. Telegraph communication with General Hardee,
at Macon, is broken. It is suggested that General Wayne may be
able to communicate with him and get his orders on the subject-matter
of your telegram. Do you or General Wayne want a map of Georgia?

T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

OCONEE, November 22, 1864.
Major-General McLAWS:

One hundred and eighty-five enlisted men you sent up, 145 cadets,
200 militia—my cavalry and artillery horses have not yet come up—
total, 530 men. No medicarl supplies or instruments.

H. C. WAYNE,
Major-General.

OCONEE, November 22, 1864.
General McLAws:

My cavalry and artillery horses just in; reported the force of the
enemy at Gordon at 2, 400; a portion went up the Milledgeville road,
and the rest this way, tea-riug up both roads. Heavy cannonading now
going on in the direction of Macon; firing rapid.

H. C. WAYNE,
Major-General,

OCONEE BRIDGE, November 22, 1864.
Major-General McLAWwWS:

I have just received information that seems reliable that a heavy
force of the enemy entered Gordon last evening after I left it, and this
morning started for this bridge. Macon was to be attacked last even-
ing or thismorning. The enemy are moving, it seems, down the country
on Macon or Aungusta and down this road.

H. C. WAYNE,
Major-General.,

OCONEE, November 22, 1864.
Capt. R. W. B. ELLI07TT:

In falling back from Gordon I have lost eighteen of my artillery
horses, leaving me but six. I intend pressing eighteen from the farm-
ers in the adjacent conntry. Can you supply me with artillery harness?
Please answer at once.

H. C. WAYNE,

Major-General.
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OCONEE BRIDGE, November 22, 1864,
Capt. R. W. B. ELLIOTT:

I do not think the enemy who entered Gordon yesterday were over
200 strong; they are probably the same party who entered Milledge-
ville the day before. 1 have sent Captain Brown down with a train
this morning after supplies. Please have a train furnished him so he
may return immediately. '

A, L. HARTRIDGIE,

Major, de.

OconNel BRrRIDGE, November 22, 1864,
Capt. R. W. B, ELLIOTY,
Assistant Adjutant-General :
1 will hold the bridge until I get other orders from yon.
A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, de.

OCcONBE, November 22, 1864.
Capt. R. W. B, ELLIOTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General :
Major Hall reports the enemy as having crossed at Blackshear Ferry,
twenty miles from here,.
A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, de.

AUGUSTA, November 22, 1864.
Major-General McLAWS:

Your telegram received. As president of the senate I have assmned
command of the militia of the State east of the Oconee River, and have
ordered all able-bodied men to report to me here. 1 will try and see
General Wayne to-day, and conceive some measure with him to impede
the enemy’s progress. Am short of arms; can you furnish any? Date
of my commission, June 3, 1862,

A. R. WRIGHT.

RicEMOND, VA., November 22, 1864,
General B, D. Fry,
Angusta, Ga.:

You will, to enable Colonel Rains to save the valuable machinery,
allow him such of his workmen and such amount of transportation as
may be necessary. The great and first wish being the repulse of the
enemy in the event of an advance on Aungusta, every other considera-

tion will be regarded as subordinate to that.
' JEFI'N DAVIS.

AUGUSTA, November 22, 1864.
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:
On Sunday the Seventeenth and Twentieth Corps moved from Madi-
son, on Georgia railroad, toward Milledgeville, which is now in hands
of enemy, who have cut Central railroad from Oconee to Gordon.
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General Hardee was at Macon on Sunday; have not heard from him
since. Sherman seems to be moving on Augusta and Savannah, 45,000
strong. I can as yet count only 4,000 for defense here. Am gathering
all. People show little spirit,
B. D. IFRY,
Drigadier-General.

_ AvGusTA, November 22, 1804.
General S. COOPER:

An intelligent lientenant, with fifteen scouts, has just reported he
followed enemy from Iaton Mountain to Morgan County, and came
here by railroad, which we still use to Greensborough. Twentieth and
Fourteenth Corps, under Slocum, form left of Sherman’s army, and are
moving down Oconee River; may move others on Augusta or Savan-
nal. Have just heard from General Hardee, at Macon, date yesterday ;
says he will come here.

B. D. FRY,

DBrigadier-General.

AUGUSTA, November 22, 1864.
President DAvIs:

Have unot been able to see (zeneral Wayne to-day; hope to do so
to-morrow. 1 have reliable authority that Milledgeville was not ocen-
pied by the enemy as late as 3 o’clock Sunday morning. A company
of cavalry has just reached here, which left Macon late Saturday after-
noon. They marched directly trom there, passing through Milledge-
ville, and saw no enemy on their route,

A, R. WRIGIIT,

MAcON, November 22, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER,
In the IMeld:

GENERAL: I am directed by Lieutenant-General Taylor to instruct
yvou to send a company, immediately on receipt of this, under a strictly
reliable and competent officer, around to some safe point on the Georgia
Jentral Railroad, and between the enemy and Savannah, with instrue-
tions to station his men at suitable distances, and apply by telegraph
to the commanding officer at Savannal, in Lieutenant-General Taylor’s
name, for full informwation as to the condition of affairs eastward and
toward Augusta, and report the same fully and promptly to this place.

Most respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
W. I, BULLOCK, JR.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

TFLORENCE, November 22, 1864.
Capt. W. T, NANCE:

Your dispatch received tweunty-four hours after date. Merriwether’s
battalion was sent by General Hardee’s orders to Augusta before your
dispateh was written., I suppose from date, &e., it was for same pur-
pose you ordered Williams. Who is in command of the department?

GLEO. P, HARRISON, Jr.,
Colonel, Commanding.
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It seems that Colonel MHarrison had received a dispateh prior to the
one from this office and sent another battalion in place of Williams?’,
Respectfully,
NANCE,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

CHARLESTON, November 22, 1864,
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

It seems that General Sherman is marching to the coast; I believe
to this place. You will see by last department returns that I have not
the troops to make u defense by land. If troops are withdrawn from
the harbor batteries, the enemy’s fleet and troops are in sight and ready
to enter. I earnestly ask for re-enforcements, and such instructions as
may be thought necessary. Lieutenant-General Hardee is in Georgia,
and communication with him eut off.

SAM. JONES,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, &,
Charleston, November 22, 18064,
[General HARDEE?:|
GENERAL: I have sent Mr. Toombs, chief engineer €. S. S. Chicora,
of the Navy Department, with some torpedoes, which he thinks he can
use to some advantage against the enemy in their advance throngh
Georgia. I have directed him to call on you and explain the nature of
the service on which he is sent, and 1 have to request that yon will
give him snch aid as you can to enable him to carry out the object in
view.
Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
SAM. JONES,
Major-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, Hpors. SUB-D1sT. SoUTH CAROLINA,
No. 7. } Charleston, November 22, 1861.
Pursuant to paragraph I, Special Orders, No. 282, Department of
of South Carolina, Georgia, and I'lorida, the nndersigned assumes com-
mand of the Second Sub-District of South Carolina. All existing
orders will remain in force until otherwise ordered.
The officers of the present distriet staff will continue on duty with
these headquarters.
First Lieut. B. I, Taylor and First Lieut. J. W. Jones are announced
as aides-de-camp, and will be obeyed and respected accordingly.
: R. RANSOM,
Major-General, Commanding.
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AUGUSTA, November 23, 1864,
His Excellency President DAvIs:

Your dispatch received and orders obeyed. Nothing definite known
of enemy’s advance. I will keep you advised of all information I
receive from military authorities here.

V. M. BROWNE.,

AvGusTa, November 23, 1861—0.10 p. m
Dr. W. S. MORRIS:

Major Hartridge drove enemy back across river. General Wayne
with militia and operator back again, and office reopened. Iinemy have
taken tlat-boat; am building another. » o

J. A. BRENNER,
Superintendent.
[Indorsement. |
NOVEMBER 24, 1864.
tespectfully submitted for the information of the President,
JAMES A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

: 1cHMOND, VA., November 23, 1864,
General B. BRAGG,
Au_/u.st((, Ga.:

The law which restricts reserve thO])\ to service within their hmte
has been suspended tor sixty days. I did not suppose those at Wil-
mington could be spared. You will exercise a large discretion in the
disposition of the forees which may be made available.

JEFI'N DAVIS.

SAVANNAH, November 23, 1864.
General S. COOPER:
Adjutant and Inspector General:

I left Macon Monday night for this plaee, via Fort Valley, Albany,
and Thomasville, and reached here to-night. When I left Macon 1
conld hear of no enemy west of the Ocinulgee. The enemy had not
been at Forsyth, Griffin, or Barnesville. It was believed that Sherman
was moving with his main force on Augusta. I could, however, gain no
definite or reliable information respecting the movement of the enemy’s
infantry. Wheeler attacked the enemy’s cavalry at Clinton Sunday,
but gained no advantage and got no information. The same day Col-
onel Crews drove the enemy from Griswold, but being re-enforced, Crews
was in turn driven from the place. Monday Wheeler advanced on Gris-
wold and drove Kilpatrick, who retreated on Milledgeville. Believing
Macon would not be attacked, in which my prine 11)‘1,1 officers conenr red
I ordered General Smith’s entire force, and a part ot Cobb’s, to move
on Augusta via the Central railroad. This road was broken, but as
far as heard from could be ea sily repaired. Lieutenant-General Taylor
was in Columbus Monday, and was expected at Macon Tuesday follow-
ing, and would assume command.

. HARDEL,
Licutenant-General,
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OcONEE BRIDGE, November 23, 1864,
Major-General McLAWS:

Road not repaired as the enemy is still on it in my front making for
the bridge. I am expecting an attack momentarily. Have not seen
General Tardee. His COllli(‘l followed the enemy and came in last
evening, and will try to return this morning. The people in Macon,
from my dispatches, know little of what has transpired on the road
between that town and this place. "Will send you word when the road

shall be open for cars. 7
H. C. WAYNE,
Major-General,

OCONEE BRIDGE, [November 23], 1864—9 p. m.
Major-General McLAWS:

Major Hartridge has driven the enemy back across this river, but
they have the flat. Austin, with the cadets, has gallantly held the
bridge The enemy are constructing a flat in the woods to try to cross
bdow me to-night. Send me 5,000 .54 cartridges.

H. C. WAYNE,
Major- General.

TENNILLE, November 23, 1864,
Major-General McLAwS: .

A courier just in from General Wayne reports, engaged the enemy
at 12 m. at the bridge; about 200 crossed at Ball’s Ferry, and were
driven back by Major Hartridge. (xeneral Wayne says send himn 5,000
rounds of .54 cartridges; and also says shall he hold his position if he
is flanked. Train Wdltb answer.

H. T. HALL,

Major, Commissary of Subsistence.

SAVANNAH, November 23, 1864.
Major-General WAYNE,
Tennille :
Bring off the stores with you from Tennille.
By order of Major-General McLaws:
R. W. B. ELLIOTT,
Assistant A djutant-General.

The operator at the Bay office says the stores at Tennille have all
been loaded and will leave to-night.
DOy B
Operator.

OCONEE, November 23, 1864.
Capt. R. W, B. ELLTOTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General :
Enemy reported four miles on the other side of the river, advancing
on bridge.
A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, &e.
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OCONEE, November 23, 1864.
Capt. R. W. B. ELLIOoTT:
The enemy reported fighting our pickets at Ball’s Ferry, four miles
below here. I am going there with part of my command.
A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, de.

OCONEE BRIDGE, November 23, 1864.
Capt. R. W. B. ELL10TT,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

I left one man killed and one wounded at Ball’'s Ferry. There will
probably be fighting here to-morrow. If Captain Brown has reported
send him back with supplies; also, 2,000 cartridges (.57) at once.

A. L. HABTRID(:I
M(ym , de.

OCONEE, November 23, 1864.
Capt. R. W. B. ErLLio1T:

Major Hartridge has gone to meet the enemy at Ball’s Ferry. Our
forces are fighting the enemy on the other side of the river, at the end
of the trestle-works.

W. A. REID,
Lzeut(‘nam and Acting Adfut(mi

OCONEE, November 23, 1864.
Capt. R. W, B, ELL1OTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General :
Lieuteuant-Colonel Thompson has arrived here with the Fourth Ken-
tucky Infantry (mounted), consisting of eighty men.
A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, &e.

HEADQUARTERS,
Macon, Ga., November 23, 1864—11 p. m.
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry Corps, in the Field :

GENERAL: The lieutenant-general commanding directs that you fur-
nish him at the earliest practicable moment with any information you
may have relative to the enemy’s movement toward the Oconee—
whether he is going directly toward the railroad bridge from this side,
or is moving to cross the river below the railroad bridge, with the view
of striking rhe railroad again at Davisborongh or Tennille; and also
such information as you may have from General Wayne, who, when
last heard from, was proceeding to east side of the Oconee to take
position at railroad bridge, with eleven pieces of artillery and about
500 or 600 men. If yon possess any information on these points
when this reaches you, you will communicate it at once to these head-
quarters. He further directs you to cross the Oconee without delay,
place yourself in front of the enemy, and inform General Wayne rela.
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tive to his movements. Should the enemy leave the railroad and strike
toward Augnsta you will get on his flank, annoy him as much as possi-
ble, and commmunicate promptly and constantly with Lientenant-General
Hardee at Savannah. Thelieutenant-general commanding desires yon
on receipt of this to end(javor to learn th.e_ 1_)reseut whereabouts, if
possible, of Carswell’s brigade, Georgia militia, now commanded by
Colonel Willis, which must be somewhere south of the railroad and
this side of the Oconee. The enemy is reported to have left Clinton
about sundown this evening, taking the direct Milledgeville road.
Brigadier-General FFerguson and Colonel Breckinridge have been
ordered to follow closely, harassing him as much as possible, and send
scouts to the right for the purpose of getting in communication with
and receiving orders from you.
1 am, general, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. F. BULLOCK, JRr.,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Ricamonn, November 23, 1864,
ten. A. R. WRIGHT,
Augusta, Ga. :

1 deem it very fortunate that you are in position to exercise at the
same time the authority of yonr Confederate and State commission.
The Adjutant-General, C. S. A., will issue an order placing you on duty
in Georgia. This telegram in the meantime will be sufficient for that
purpose.

JEFT'N DAVIS.

AUGUSTA, November 23, 1864,
President DAVIs,
Richmond :
I am here with a portion of my command; more expected.
JAS. CHESNUT, Jr.,
Brigadier-General.

AUGUSTA, November 23, 1864.
General McLAws:

Making every preparation for defense. (reneral Bragg telegraphs
that he will leave to-day with re-enforcements. Chesnut and Gartrell
are here. People much more cheertul.

B. D. FRY,
Brigadier- General,

CHARLESTON, November 23, 1864.
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

If any troops are sent from Virginia [ ask that Major Basinger’s
battalion be of the number. His officers and men are instructed in the
use of heavy artillery. There is but one company here now to man the
city batteries, and 1 am in daily expectation of an attack by water.
Re-enforcements are absolutely essential here.

SAM. JONES,
Major-General,
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HEADQUARTERS DISTRIOT OF SOUTH CAROLINA, &,
Charleston, S. C., November 23, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. H. TRAPIER,
Georgetown, N. C.: [

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Hardee directs me to prepare for a
very heavy attack on this city. It is necessary to have every available
force at and near this place. You will, therefore, order Gaillard’s bat-
tery from Santee, and Kirk’s squadrvon from Georgetown, to repair
without delay to Mount Pleasant and report for temporary duty to Maj.
Gen. R. Ransom, commanding the Second Sub-District. The troops
will bring with them as full supplies of subsistence and ammunition as
practicable, and prepared for active service. Hold your remaining
torce, with the exception of Melchers’ company, to move at the shortest
notice to the same point-—Mount Pleasant. 1 desire to see and confer
with you, and will be glad if you will repair to this city as soon as you
have given the necessary orders to carry out the foregoing instructions.
Order Captain Melchers to use the utmost care and watchfulness, and,
in the event of an attack during your absence, to defend his post to the
last extremity, and if forced to retire to [save] his guns, or, if too hard
pressed for that, to spike them and save his men, bringing them to
Mount Pleasant. Instruct your staft officers, in the event of a threat-
ened attack on Georgetown,to move the Government property in their
charge to the Pee Dee bridge.

I am, very respecttully, general, your obedient servant,
SAM. JONES,
Major-General, Commanding,

MaconN, November 24, 1864.
(Via Savannah 28th. Received 29th.)

President JEFFERSON DAVIS:

I arrived here this morning. Reports indicate enemy’s advance to
have reached a line extending from Davisborough to Warrenton, mov-
ing eastwardly, destroying Central and Georgia railroads. Probabil-
ities are that the enemy will follow most direct route to Port Royal, in-
tending to re-enforce Grant as soon as practicable. State militia and re-
serves leave in the morning, under General G. W. Smith, to re-enforce
General Hardee. Have ordered Geuneral Hood to take active-offensive
in Middle Tennessee to relieve ceneral Lee.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Macon, GA., November 24, 1864.
(Via Mobile.)
General J. B. Hood:

Sherman’s movement is progressing rapidly towards Atlantic coast,
doubtless to re-enforce Grant. It is essential you should take- often-
sive and crush enemy’s force in Middle Tennessee soon as practicable,
to relieve Lee.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,
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SAVANNAN, November 24, 1864,
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

I left Macon to go to Augusta, believing my presence there more nec-
essary than at Macon. Since my arrival here I have learned with pleas-
ure that General Bragg is ordered there, There was fighting to-day at

3all’s TFerry, near the Oconee bridge; the enemy was repulsed. [
have 600 or 700 men guarding the Oconee bridge and the river.
W. J. HARDEL,
Lieutenant-General,

AICHMOND, VA., November 24, 1864.
General W. J. HARDEE,
Savannah, Ga. :

When the purpose of the enemy shall be developed every effort must
be made to obstrnet the route on which he is moving, and all other
available means must be employed to delay his march, as well as to
enable onr forces to concentrate, as to reduce him to want of the neces-
sary supplies. Your attention is called to the prisoners of war who have
been collected in Ware County. The position is, I suppose, only de-
signed for temporary occupation. Yon will keep in constant communi-
cation with General Bragg, while you remain on the coast, so as to
have entire unity of design and operation.

JEFI’N DAVIS.

SPECIAL ORDERS, | ADJT. AND INSP. GENERAL’S OFFICE,
No. 279, % Richmond, Va., November 24, 1864.
¥ * * * ** * *

XTLI. Brig. Gen. A. R. Wright, Provisional Army, C. S., is assigned
to duty with the forces operating against General Sherman, command-
ing United States forces in Georgia.

* * * #* * * L

By command of Secretary ot War:

JOHN W. RIELY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

OCONEE, November 24, 1864—1 a. m.
General McLAWS:

Yon must get some one else to remove stores from Tennille, for it is
(unestioned if we get out of this pickle. Am holding the bridge, and
Jolding Ball’s Ferry, eight miles below, but how long my men can hold
out, with the movements 1 am compelled to make against Kilpatrick’s
3,000 men, will be the question,
H. C. WAYNE,

Major-General.

OCONEE, November 24, 1864.
General McLAWS:
The enemy have planted a battery in front of the bridge and are try
ing to shell us out.
H. C. WAYNI,
Major-General.
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QCOXNEE, November 24, 1864,
Major-General McLAWS:

Enemy sent up a rocket last night and opened heavily again at day-
break this morning and still at it. A nearly out of .54, only twenty-
five rounds to the man left. Send me up ammunition, and, if possible,
1,000 men.

WAYNE,
Major-General.

OCOXNEE, November 21, 1864.
Major-General McLAWS:
I am again attacked at Ball’s Ferry in force. Do send me ammuni-
tion; I am nearly out. :
H. C. WAYNE,
Major-General.

OCONEE, November 24, 1864—8.55 p. m.
Major-General McLAws::

I have held the bridge to the last extremity. The enemy have suc-
ceeded in setting fire to the trestle-work on the other end of the bridge;
it is burning slowly. We still hold this side, and shall eontinue to hold
it until driven back. The enemy are in heavy force on the other side.
I believe I have morethan Kilpacrick’s division in front of me. Wheeler
has not yet come up.

H. C. WAYNE,
Major-General.

OCONEE BRIDGE, November 2i, 1864.

Major-Geeneral McLAWS:
Major Hall reports to me that the enemy are on the Linton road to
Tennille, fifteen miles oft.
H. C. WAYNE,
Major-General,

OCONEE, November 24, 1864.
Capt. R. W. B. ELLIOTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

The force of the enemy is, in-my opinion, exaggerated. 1 do not
think there are more than 800 men. Major Hall, at No. 13, reports the
enemy seen fifteen miles on the other side of Buffalo Creek, the bridges
over which are all destroyed, but they may force a passage. Sharp-
shooters of the enemy on this side of the river, and ours on the other,

firing on each other,
A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, &e.
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OCONEE, [November| 24, 1864.
Capt. R. W, B. ELLIOTT:

My men are in good spirits, but I eannot depend much on the mili-
tia. The enemy are attacking us in front. 1 will hold the bridge as
Jong as possible. If forced to fall back 1 will retreat in direction of
Ogeechee bridge. Please send me three days’ cooked rations for 200
men.

A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, dc.

OCONEE, November 24, 1864,
Captain ELLIOTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

General Wheeler with 10,000 men is crossing Blackshear Terry,
twenty miles below here, and is coming to our assistance. We still
hold our position at the bridge. The enemy have burned the long tres-
tle on the other side. Our loss this morning, 2 killed and 5 wounded.

A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, Commanding.

OcoNEr, November 24, 1864,
(Received 4 p. m.)
General McLAws:
They have opened a picce of artillery on us.
' A. L. HARTRIDGE.

OCONEE, November 24, 1864.
(Received 4 p. m.)
General McLAWS:

The enemy are still fighting us in front, and are moving slowly down
the river with wagons, I think with the intention of throwing a pon-
toon bridge across the river.

A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, &e.

OCONEE, November 24, 1864.
General McLAws:
The enemy have turned their artillery in the opposite direction and
are shelling. They must be attacked in the rear.
A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, &e.

HEADQUARTERS,
Oconee Bridge, November 24, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding, &e.:
GENERAL: Your dispatch of to-day by Hamilton Smith is just re-
ceived at 2 p. m.; your dispatch of yesterday by Hodges has not been
received. The enemy are now trying to shell me out.  Force in frout
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TENNILLE, November 25, 1864,
Major-General McLAWS:

Send two days’ of bread and meat for 1,300 men to Millen, and
telegraph General Wayne, so that he can send to Millen for it when it
arrives,

W. J. HARDEE,
Licutenant-General.

TENNILLE. November 25, 1864,
Major-General McLAWS,
Savannah :

Wheeler fought the enemy’s cavalry three miles and a half from San-
dersville and drove them back upon their infantry, taking prisoners,
from whom he learned that three corps were crossing Buffalo Creek.
1t seems certain that the enemy is moving toward Savannah.

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General,

TENNILLYE, November 25, 1864,
Major-General McLAWS,
Savannah :

Send to No. 12, on the C|entral| railroad, 7,000 army and 5,000 navy-
pistol ammunition at once for General Wheeler; it will be needed to-
IOTTOW morning.

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

TENNILLE, November 25, 1864.
Major-General McLAws:
Send 8,000 rations of bread and meat to Millen for Wheeler’s cav-
alry.
W, J. HARDRELE,
Lieutenant-General.

OCONEE, November 25, 1864.
Major-General McLAWS:
Send 1,500 bushels of corn to Millen for Wheeler’s cavalry.
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

OCONEE, November 25, 1864,
Major-General McLAWS,
Savannah : -«

The enemy are trying to force Ball’'s Ferry. There is heavy firing
below—apparently at Blackshear Ferry. The movements of the enemy
are evidently on Savannah,

H. C. WAYNIE,

Major-General.
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QCoNEE, November 25, 1864,
General MoLAWS:
The enemy have driven us back from across the bridge.  Three heavy
columns are across the river, and they have possession of Ball’s 1<uly

below here.
. ¢. WAYNE,
Major-General,

OCONEE, November 25, 1864,
Major-General McLAWS:
Three heavy columns are this side of the river, and to save the men
I will retire.
H, C. WAYNIE,
Major-General.,

OCONEE, Norember 25, 1861,
Capt. R. W. B. ELLIOTT:

The enemy are reported on the right, this side of the river, in large
force. We are preparing to meet them. We still hold the bridge,
which is burning slowly at the other end.

A. L. HARTRIDGE,
lfajm, &e.

HEADQUARTERS,
Station No. 13, November 25, 1861—35.30 p. m.
General WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry Corps:

GENERAL: The information sent me about the movements of the en-
emy is important. It shows clearly, I think, that the enemy is moving
on Savannah. Endeavor to get all the information you can.

Respectfully and truly, yours, .
W. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant-General.

OCONEE, November 25, 18G4.
General WHEELER :

General Bragg directs me to say to you to stick close to the enemy;
to harass him in front and flank; and above all to destroy subsistence
and forage in the route over which the enemy advances; also, to keep
up and open communication with the forces at this point.

H. C. WAYD 1‘1,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
Sandersville, November 25, 1864—4 p. m.
Lieutenant HUDSON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General :
L1IEUTENANT : From scout reports I locate the enemy, at last reports,
as follows: A force on the road from Long Bridge to Warthen’s Store,

537  R—VOL XLIV
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six miles from Warthen’s; also, on the road from Long Bridge, exact
locality not accurately known, some report only three miles; also, on
the Milledgeville road, three miles from Sandersville. I learn from a
courier that General Allen is five miles in rear.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALFRED IVERSON,
Brigadier-General,

AvGuUstA, November 26, 1864.
Col. JoHN B. SALE,
Military Secretary, Richmond :

So far we have failed to open communication with Macon, the enemy
having interposed his whole force between us—seems to have neglected
that point. This leaves us dependent on the force east of him. They-
are feeble in number, wanting in organization and discipline, and very
deficient in equipments. No offensive movement can be undertaken,
and but a temporary detense of our scattered posts. If no more means
can be had our only policy is to make sacrifices and concentrate. The
country is being utterly devastated wherever the enemy move.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

AUGUSTA, November 26, 1864.
(Received 27th.)
Col. JoHN B. SALE,
Military Seeretary, Richmond :

General Wheeler encountered the enemy’s cavalry yesterday three
miles west of Sandersville and drove them back to Buffalo Creek, where
he found the infantry crossing. Prisoners captured vepresent four
corps. The movement does not indicate whether this or Savannah is

the objective point.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

RI1CHMOND, VA., November 26, 1564.
General BrRAGG,
Augusta, Gua.:

Yours of the 26th received. I hope you will soon hear from Macon
and know of other forces. I do not understand suggestion as to mak-
ing sacrifices for concentration.

JEFI’N DAVIS.

MaAcoN, GA., November 26, 1864.
General J. B. Hoop:
Can you and Lee recommend to me a major-general of Army of Ten-
nessee with sufficient rank to command Wheeler and his cavalry. He
must be active, energetie, bold, and a good disciplinarian. His consent

for transfer must be had.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,
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MACON, GA., November 26, 1864.
General J. B."HooD:

Would vot Maj. Gen. Edward Johnson be a good officer for cav-
alry ecommand referred to this morning? It so, order him, should he
consent to transfer, to report tforthwith at Montgomery. Cannot Major-
General Martin be ordered back to his division ?

G. T. BEAUREGARD,

General.,

MILLEN, November 26, 1864.
President DAVIs:

Enemy entered Sandersville to-day in force. Wheeler says Kilpat-
rick has gone toward Augusta, and he will pursue him with all of his
torce, except one brigade, which will be lett in this front. Wheeler is
uncertain whether Sherman is going to Augusta or Savannah.

W. J. HARDEL,
Licutenant-General.

SAVANNAH, November 26, 1864.
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:
General Hardee telegraphed last evening—
Send special messenger to Lieutenant-General Taylor, at Macon, to bring all his
disposable force to Savannah, as I believe the enemy are marching on that place.
Distances from Macon to Savannah: To Albany by railroad, 107
miles; to 'Thomasville, to march, sixty-two miles; to Savannah by rail-
road, 200 miles. The enemy are within 140 miles from Savannah. 1
have no troops to defend land side. !
L. MCLAWS,
Major-General.

MiLLEN, November 26, 1864—3.44 p. .
(Received 4 p. n.)
General McLaws:

Send for two companies of cavalry trom South Carolina. Wheeler,
when I last heard from him, expected to be forced from Sandersville, as
he was pressed by a heavy force of cavalry and infantry. [ shall be
in Savannah to-morrow morning. Please order my carriage to meet me
at depot.

W. J. HARDEL,
Lieutenant-General.

MiILLEN, November 26, 1864.
General McLAws:

Wheeler says Kilpatrick has gone toward Augusta, and he will fol-
low after him with all his force except one brigade. Enemy entered
Sandersville to-day in force.

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General,
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MiLLuN, November 26, 1864,
General WHEELER, .
Commanding Cavalry :

Isend you a dispatch from General Bragg. 1t will be taken by
engine as far as it is deemed safe, and from thence it will be sent to
you by courier. It is important that you ascertain in what direction
the enemy moves from Sandersville, whether toward Augusta or
toward Savannah. Put up yowr telegraph wires at some point below,
S0 as to communicate with Bragg and myself.

Yours,
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

Ri1CHMOND, VA., November 26, 1864,

Col. W. M. BROWNE,
Aungusta, Ga.:

I am very anxious to know progress ot operations, and to learn what
is known at Macon of our troops, present and expected. Could not a
courier go through the country?

JEFF'N DAVIS,

AUGUSTA, November 26, 1864,
His Excellency the PRESIDENT :

inemy’s cavalry reported 1,000 strong, but believed not to exceed
half that amount, were near Warrenton at midday. Infantry strength
not reported, but believed to be 20,000, near Sparta, at same time.
Our cavalry in their front barely sufficient to watch roads and drive
off stock. Nothing official from Central road. There is good reason
to believe the left of the enemy is at Sandersville; the cavalry of
that wing said to be 5,000 strong; this is believed to be nearly cor-
rect; infantry, 20,000 to 25,000. Dispatch just received says enemny’s
cavalry, of his right wing, under Kilpatrick, is marching toward
Augusta. Wheeler, with nearly equal force, is endeavoring to overtake
them. An officer through from Macon to-day says all quiet there;
General Taylor in command; enemy devastating country behind him.
I have been ordered by General Bragg to take command of local bri-
gade.

W, M. BROWNE,
Colonel, &e.

Avausra, November 26, 1864.
Major-General MOLAWS: :
Enemy’s cavalry near Ogeechee Shoals, Warren County; infantry
near Sparta. I have nothing official from Central road.
B. D. FRY,
Brigadier-Generat,

aaeliFher '
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MiLLeN, November 26, 1864.
General SAMUEL JONES:
About 10,000 prisoners of war will probably go to Florence. Wheeler
says Kilpatrick has gone toward Augusta, and he will follow after
him with all Lis cavalry except one brigade. Enemy entered Sanders-

ville to-day in force.
W. J. HARDEE,
Liewtenani-General.

WAR DEPARTMENT, C. 8. A.,
Richmond, Va., November 27, 1864.
General BRAXTON BRAGG,
Augusta :

It was intended your command should extend to the coast and em-
brace all combinations against the present movements ot the enemy.
(General Hardee will receive instructions from you to insure unity and
concert of action,

J. A. SEDDON,
Seeretary of War.

Avucusta, Novembher 27, 1864,
Hon. J. A. SEDDON :

Your dispatch of to-day is received. Unable to decline a responsi-
bility of such magnitude so unexpectedly transferred to me. In as-
suming it 1 must candidly express my belief that no practicable com-
binations of my available men can avert disaster.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

AUGUSTA, November 27, 1864,
(Received 28th.)
Jol. JOHN B. SALE,
Military Secretary, Richmond :

‘We have lost communication with the front. A small cavalry raid
cut the Savannah railroad and telegraph this morning at Brier Creek,
twenty-six miles from here. General Wheeler was yesterday con-
fronting the enemy’s infantry at Sandersville. An officer who left
Macon on the 23d states that one corps of the enemy was still con-
fronting us there, our force not exceeding 5,000; nearly all militia.
The force here, including all available resources, does not exceed
6,000 effectives; only one battery. I am not yet advised from
Charleston and Savannah, but know the means are small, Neither
point could long resist the enemy’s whole force; hence my remark
about concentration. General Hardee has gone to Savannah. Wheeler
will continue to confront and harass the enemy. I have not learned
the strength of his command, He estimates the enemy’s force at about
30,000.

BRAXTON BRAGG,
General,
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WAR DerarrMeNT, (. S, A,
Richmond, Va., November 27, 1861,
General IARDEE,
Sarvannah :
Confer with General Bragg as to combinations against the present
movements of the enemy. His command extends over your department.
J. A. SEDDON,
Seeretary of War.

SAVANNAH, November 27, 1864—1 «. m.
General SAMUEL JONES:

Send Colonel Gonzales to me for a few days. 1 need intrenching
tools; have you any to spare? I need light batteries or light guns;
how many can yon give me? Answer immediately. It is reported
that enemy’s cavalry crossed Savannah River twenty miles below
Augusta.

W. J. HARDEE,
Licutenant-General.

SAVANNAH BARRACKS, November 27, 1864,
reneral SAM. JONES:
Have all railroad bridges in your district between Charleston and
Savannah thoroughly guarded.
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

AvGuUsTA, November 28, 1864—35 p. m.
Col. JoEN B. SALE,
Military Secretary, Richmond :

On 26th enemy started a heavy cavalry force in this direction from
his main body near Sandersville, General Wheecler promptly following,
leaving a portion of his force to confront Sherman. Kilpatrick reached
vicinity of Waynesborough yesterday, where Wheeler overtook and
attacked him. A running fight has continued to this time, the advan-
tage with ns. We are now driving them toward Millen. Young’s
command has just arrived, and will go forward to Wheeler, who will, I
hope, be able to mount most of them from his captures. Devastation
marks the enemy’s route. Have nothing from the movements of
enemy’s infantry since Wheeler left their front. I fear they may cross
the Savannah and make for Beaufort; it is perfectly practicable.

4 BRAXTON BRAGG.

MAcCON, November 28, 1864.
(Received 30th.,
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

Forrest’s cavalry cannot now be spared from the Army of Tennessee;
moreover, it could not reach here in time. The whole of Wheeler’s com-
mand is operating against Sherman’s force. No news from General
Hood. Enemy have evacuated Decatur.

G. I BEAUREGARD,
General,

y
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Macon, November 28, 1864.
Lieut. Gen. W. J. HARDEE:
Forrest’s cavalry cannot now be spared from the Army of Tennessee;
moreover, it could not get here in time. Sherman is doubtless making
for sea-coast at Port Royal, Ossabaw Sound, or Darien; thence to re-

enforce Grant. ] ,
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

AvGusTA, November 28, 1864—7 a. m.
General JosEpH WHEELER:

GENERAL: Yours of 12,30 yesterday was received last night and gave
me great pleasure. I trust you will be able to keep up with the enemy
and press him on here. We are fully prepared for him. As soon as
possible let me hear what you can learn of the movements of the main
column, and endeavor to have my instructions carried out in regard to
it. How is enemy provided with subsistence and ammunition ?

Very respectfully and truly, yours,
BRAXTON BRAGG.

CHARLESTON, November 28, 1864.
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

Have you received my telegrams of the 22d and 23d instant asking
for re-entforcements? I cannot too strongly urge iy need of them. Gen-
eral Hardee informs me, from Savannah, that it was reported yesterday
the enemy’s cavalry had crossed the Savannah River twenty miles below

Angusta.
SAM. JONES,
Major-General.

R1cHEMOND, November 28, 1864.
General SAMUEL JONES,
Charleston, 8. C.:

Your dispatches of 22d and 23d were immediately sent to the Presi-
dent and Secretary of War. [ have no instructions from either in
respect to those dispatches, and you must be as fully aware as the au-
thorities here that there are no re-enforcements that can be sent to you.

S. COOPER.

WaARr DEPARTMENT, C. S. A.,
Richmond, Va., November 28, 1864.

Charleston, S. C.:
It is impossible to afford re-enforcements. All troops at command of
department are being pressed forward to intercept enemy. You must

rely on your own resources.
J. A. SEDDON,

Seeretary of War.
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SAVANNAH, November 28, 1564,
Maj. Gen. S. JONES:

Wheeler telegraphs from Waynesborough, at 8.30 p. m. yesterday,
that Kilpatrick was there with large cavalry force and had started
down on Millen road. General Bragg telegraphs to-day that the enemy
had not crossed the Savannah, as reported.

D. H. POOLE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

AvausTA, GA., November 28, 1864,
General SAM. JoNES:

The report is unfounded; the different ferries are guarded, and all
boats are ordered to be destroyed. The enemy’s cavalry and our own
are near Waynesborough, where fighting has been going on this morn-
ing. We are not as well informed about his infantry, but believe it to
be between the Ogeechee bridge and Millen,

BRAXTON BRAGG.

ARADQUARTERY DISTRICT OF SOUTH (CAROLINA,
Charleston, N. C., Norember 28, 1864.
Major-General RANSOM,
Commanding :

GENERAL: The major-general commanding direets you to order one
compauny of the Thirty-second Georgia Regiment to Brigadier-General
Robertson, without delay. It should go to Adams’ Run by the morn-
ing train. DPlease notify the quartermaster as soon as practicable of
the strength of the company, that he may furnish the necessary trans-

portation.
CHAS. 5. STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

AUGUSTA, November 29, 156i—12 m.
Col. JoHN B. SALE,
Military Secretary, Richmond :

It is reported, via Savannah, the enemy with infantry and artillery
entered Millen yesterday. Wheeler is rapidly pursuing Kilpatrick,
who retreats in that direction from Waynesborough.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

- AvaUsTA, November 29. 1864—6.30 p. m.
Col. JouN B. SALE,
Military Secretary, Richmond :

General Jones telegraphs from Charleston:

Ten gun-boats with transports landing troops at Boykins, on Broad River. Four
gun-boats with transports aud barges are by this time at Mackay’s Point, junction
of Pocotaligo with Broad River. I am sending all assistance from here, and think
we must make the struggle near the coast.

As the movement relieves Wilmington might not some of the North
Carolina reserves be sent to General Jones?

BRAXTON BRAGG.
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MAcoxN, November 29, 1864.
President JEFFERSON DAVIS:

Having sent General Hardee General Taylor and all aid possible,
General Manry veporting Mobile threatened 1 have sent him General
M, L. Smith to command its defenses. 1 will leave to-day for Mont-
gomery. No news yet from the Army of Tennessee.

: G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

MAcoN, November 29, 1864.
(Received 30th.)

seneral S. COOPER:
I have ordered immediate reconstruction of all railroads and telegraph
lines destroyed by Sherman’s forces. Work reported to be progressing

rapidly on Central road.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

MAcoN, November 29, 1864.
(Received 30th.)
General S. COOPER:
Wheeler’s cavalry requires reorganization; one additional major-
general is needed. I recommended Brig. Gen. S. W. I'erguson for tem-

porary appointment. Please answer by telegraph.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.,

MacoN, November 29, 1864.
(Received 30th.)
General S. COOPER:
To prevent contusion please inform me if order extending (General
Hardee’s department to south side of Chattahoochee still remains in

torce.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

SAVANNAH, November 29, 1864,
Hon. J. A. SEDDON,
Seeretary of War: _
As railroad and telegraphic communications may soon be cut with

" Charleston I desire you to know that 1 have, including the local troops,

less than 1,000 men of all arms. General Smith is expected with 3,200
men, but has not yet arrived. If railroad communication is ent with
Charleston, which 1s threatened by ten gun-boats and barges, of course

no re-enforcements can be sent from Augusta.
W. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant-General,
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HBEADQUARTERS.
Savannah, Ga., November 29, 1864—10 p. m.

Maj. Gen. G. W, SMITH,
Commanding, &c.:

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Hardee directs that you proceed at
once with the first two trains of yowr troops which may arrive at
Savannah to-night, and in the same cars to Grahamville and Coosaw-
hatchie, on the Charleston and Savannah Railroad, which places are
being threatened by raiding parties of the enemy; and, if you find your-
self the ranking officer present, that youcommand, and drive the enemy
back to their gun-boats.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. B. ROY,
- Assistant Adjutant-General,

C. 8. NAVAL STATION, COMMANDANT’S OFFICE,
Savannah, Ga., November 29, 1864.
General L. McLAws,
Commanding Military District of Georgia, &e., Savannah :
GENERAL: When I consulted with you this morning in relation to
the propriety of removing the property of the C. S. Navy Department
from this station, in view of the reported approach of the enemy
toward this city, and inquired of you as to the time such removal
should be effected, you advised me to commence it immediately. Will
you do me the favor to suggest the point to which, in your judgment,
1t will be advisable to remove that property.
I am, sir, respecttully, your obedient servant,
JOSIAH TATNALIL,
Flag-Officer, Commanding Naval Station.

SAVANNAH, November 29, 1864.

General Wayne:
Communicate the following information and instructions to Major-
General Wheeler:

All the roads leading to Savannah are obstructed. He must operate on the flanks
and rear of the enemy.

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General,

AUGUSTA, November 29, 1864.
Maj. Gen. JOSEPH WHEELER:
Dispateh received. Press closely upon the enemy, and keep me

informed.
BRAXTON BRAGG,
General,
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HEADQUARTERS,
No. 44, Central Railroad. November 29, 1864—>5.15 p. nt.
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry Corps :
GENERAL: I have the honor to forward the following telegram just
received from Lieutenant-General Hardee:

SAVANNAILL, November 29, 1864.
Major-General WAYNE:
Communicate the following [information and] instructions to Major-General
Wheeler:
All the roads leading into Savannah are obstrneted. He must operate on the
flanks and rear of the enemy. :
Communicate by courier, it possible, to him along the line of rail-
road to Savannah.
If possible, please acknowledge the receipt of this dispatch.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. . WAYNE,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
Farmer’s, November 29, 1864—4.20 p. m.
Lieutenant HUDSON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General :

LIEUTENANT: My latest intelligence places the enemy marching
toward Waynesborough in heavy force. Captain Humphreys states
that a scout on the Pugeley’s Bridge road failed to discover the enemy
in twelve miles. I stopped Lewis’ brigade at Walker’s Bridge, with
instructions to guard all the bridges from that down. Hannon is at
Farmer’s Bridge, covering the river above. I will have all General
Wheeler’s instructions carried out.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ALFRED IVERSON,
Brigadier-General.

AUGUSTA, (GA., November 29, 1864.
Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES:
Have you any spare arms? Can send you near 1,000 Yankee prison-
ers, if you can arm and use them. Savannah River should be rigidly
patrolled as high up as the mouth of Brier Creek. Pocotaligo will

probably be the point aimed at.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

AUGUSTA, November 29, 1864—11.40 a. m.
General SAMUEL JONES:

Make every disposition possible to prevent the enemy from ascending
Broad River and entting the Savannah railroad. All your movable
force should assemble in that vicinity.

BRAXTON BRAGG.
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AUGUSTA, November 29, 1864—~6 p. m,
(ieneral JoNus:

One thousand South Carolina reserves have left here, under General
Chesnut, to report to General Hardee. A North Carolina brigade of
2,000 is about starting, nunder General Baker. You are authorized
to use them for the defense of your department, subject to General
Hardee’s instrnctions. Have transportation ready, and lose no time in
making the necessary disposition.

- BRAXTON BRAGG.

AUGUSTA, November 29, 1861,
General SAM. JONES:
Provide transportation to Savannah for 3,000 men; they leave here
this afternoon.
By order of General Bragg:
M. B. McMICKEN,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Chief Quartermaster.

SAVANNAM. November 29, 1864,
Major-General JONES:

Lieutenant-General Hardee, temporarily absent, will reply in relation
to Kirk’s squadron when he returns. Enemy’s gun-boats reported com-
ingup Broad River. TLatest advices from Augustareport Wheeler driv-
ing Kilpatriek from Waynesborongh toward Millen. No information of
enemy’s infantry on Augusta side of Ogeechee. Terguson crossing
Oconee at Milledgeville 26th, tollowing the ensmy; reports no enemy
near Macon.

T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

SAVANNAH. Norember 29, 1864.
General S. JONES:
The tollowing dispateh just received from Pocotaligo: * Yankee gun-
boats coming ap Broad River.”
: W, J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General,

SAVANNAH, November 29, 1864,
Maj. Gen. S. JONES:
Send Thirty-second Georgia to Pocotaligo to protect railroad, and
instruct the commanding officer to move against any raid of the enemy

eoming from Broad River.
: T. B. ROY,
Assistant A djutant-General.
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CHARLLSTON, November 29, 1864.
(Received 2.45 o’clock.)
Col. T. B. Roy: -

Steamer got aground. Thirty-second Georgia delayed. Forty-
seventh Georgia (about 400) at depot, but delayed -by train coming
from Savannah. Breakdown on the Augusta road 112 miles from here
will delay re-enforcements, Will let you know when Forty-seventh
Georgia leaves.

H. W. FEILDEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SAVANNAH, November 29, 1864.
Maj. Gen. S. JONES:
If any other regiment can be better spared than the Thirty-second
Georgia it may be sent to Pocotaligo instead.
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SAVANNAH, November 29, 1864—7 p. m.
Yeneral SAMUEL JONES:

Hurry forward re-enforcements to Grahamville. 'T'he enemy expected
there to-morrow morning. Tell Captain Hunt to keep onr horses in
(Charlestou.

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
Charleston, November 29, 1864.
General ROBERT RANSOM:

The major-general commanding directs you to order the Thirty-second
Georgia Regiment and Kirk’s squadron to Pocotaligo, without delay,
to check the enemy advancing on that point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
. 8. STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

PocorALIGO, November 29, 1861.
reneral 5. JONES:

Ten gun-boats with transports and barges are at Boyd’s Landing.
Troops near Grahamville. FFour gun-boats are coming up Broad River
to Mackay’s Point, which is the approach to Pocotaligo and Coosaw-
hatchie. Re-enforcements needed.

JOHN JENKINS,
Major, Commanding.

GRAHAMVILLE, November 29, 1864.
Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES:
It is important that I should be re-enforced to-night. Please hurry
Harrison on to Coosawhatehie.
JOON JENKINS,
Major, Commanding.
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HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Augusta, November 30, 1864. (Received December 1.)
Col. Joun B. SAvmn,
Military Secretary, Richmond :
Following just received from Major-General Wheeler:
Four MiLEs WesT Buek Heap CHURCH,
November 29--9 p. m.
We fought General Kilpatrick all night and all day, charging him at every oppor-
tunity. Enemy fought stubbornly, and a considerable number of them killed.  We
stampeded and came near capturing Kilpatrick twice, but having a fleet horse he
escaped bare headed, leaving his hat in our hands. Our own loss about 70, includ-
ing the gallant General Robertson, severely wounded. Our troops all acted hand-
somely.
General Robertson has arrived here. His left arm is badly broken
at the elbow, but he is doing well.
. BRAXTON BRAGG.

AUGUSTA, November 30, 1864,
(Received December 1.)
Col. JoEN B. SALL,
Military Secrvetary, Richmond :

To re-establish our communications west, 1 have ordered the imme-
diate repair of the Georgia railroad to Atlanta. With exception of
bridges the damage is reported as slight. We should also have a line
of telegraph ou that route.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

Ricamoxy, November 30, 1564.
General BEAUREGARD:
(Cave of Col. W. M. Browne, Augusta, Ga.)

Yours of the 24th received. It is probable that the enemy, if short
of supplies, may move directly for the coast. When that is made mani-
fest you will be able to concentrate your foreces upon the one object, and,
I hope, if you cannot defeat his attempt, that youn may reduce his army
to such condition as to be ineffective for further operations. Until Hood
reaches the country proper of the enemy he can scarcely change the
plans for Sherman’s or Grant’s campaigns. They would, I think, regard
the occupation of Tennessee and Kentucky as of minor importance.

JEFI'N DAVIS.

SAVANNAH, November 30, 1864,
President DAvIs:

Have just reached here. Directed by General Beauregard to send
you following dispatch, in his name:

MAcCON, Ga., November 26—p. m.
President Davis,
Richmond :

I have ordered General Taylor to report forthwith, for present emergency, to Gen-
eral Hardee, but to return soon as practicable. Sherman is evidently moving rapidly
to Atlantic coast for purpose of re-enforcing Grant. 1 have ordered again General
Hood to take immedinte active offensive operations to relieve General Lee. Rail-
roads in Georgia destroyed by enemy are being repaired expeditiously. I hope to
re-establish sﬂortly direct communication with Richmond.

G, T. BEAUREGARD,

[W. M. BROWNE.|
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RICHMOND, VA., November 30, 1864.
(reneral BEAUREGARD,
: Macon:

For the present emergency your command will extend eastward to
the sea-coast. Your minute knowledge of the low country will enable
you to dispose of the forces operating against Sherman, as well as those
defending the coast, so as more effectually to retard the advance of
Sherman and the junction of the enemy.

By order of the President:

8. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

SAVANNAH, November 30, 1864.
General 8. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

The enemy yesterday landed at two points, threatening Graham-
ville and Coosawhatchie, on the Charleston and Savannah Railroad.
All available forces have been drawn trom Charleston for defense of
those places, and General Smith, who arrived in the night with 1,200
Georgia State troops, was sent at once to the threatened point. Opera-
tor at Grahamville this morning reports enemy 5,000 strong, and still
landing from transports.

W. J. HARDEE,
Liceutenant-General.

GRAHAMVILLE, November 30, 1864.
Lieutenant-General HARDEE:

The enemy have extended both their wings, and are evidently in force.
Fight still progressing. The troops have not arrived. We shall need
re-enforcements.

G. W. SMITH,
Major-Gemeral.,

RicuyMoND, VaA., November 30, 1864.
General TAYLOR,
Savannah, Ga.:

Yours of this date received. When General Beauregard leaves Ma-
con for the East you will be necessary in the West. The enemy’s pur-
pose is not so fully developed as to determine his operations.

JEFI'N DAVIS.

NOVEMBER 30, 1864—11.30 A. M.
" Maj. Gen. JOSEPH WHEELER:

Thank your gallant old command in my name for their brilliant
services. 1 promised it in advance to the people of your native city,
and nobly have you redeemed my pledge. General Robertson has ar-
rived and is doing well, though he will be long disabled.

BRAXTON BRAGG.
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Five MILES ¥YROM WAYNESBOROUGH,
November 30, 1864. (Via Charleston.)
Lieutenant-General HARDEE:

I am moving toward Walker’s Bridge to intercept enemy it they
move toward Augusta. Have left scouts to see if they move toward
Savannah. Enemy’s infantry encamped last night on Sparta road to
Augusta, and also on Sparta road to Savannah. It is impossible to
tell which direction they will go until it is known what march is made

to-day.
JOS, WHEELER,
Major-General.

AUGUSTA, November 30, 1864—6.45 p. m.

Major-General WHEELER,
Near Walker’s Bridge :

Greneral Brage wishes yon, on approach of the enemy, to destroy all
bridges and defend line of Brier Creek. Important to keep telegraph
line to Millen standing to last moment.

ARCHER ANDERSON,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Founr MiLes WEsT orF Buck HEAD CHURCH,
Nowvember 30, 1864.
General WAYNE:

GENERAL: The enemy with force of infantry encamped last night at
Blount’s Mills—Blount’s Mills is half-way between Louisville and
‘Walker’s Bridge. 1 cannot learn of the enemy’s moving down the rail-
road toward Savannah. There are rumors to that effect, but my scouts
have not yet reported.

Respectfully,
JOS. WHEELER,
Major-General.

N. B.—I am woving with all my force, except one small regiment, to
get in front of enemy. Captain Dobbs is in command of regiment lett
here with orders to report direct to you. .
J. W,

ON LOUISVILLE AND AUGUSTA RoAD,
By FARMER’S BRIDGE, THREE MILES FROM LOUISVILLE,
November 30, 1864—1.30- p. m.
General BRAXTON BRAGG:

GENERAL: 1 have been on rear and lett flank ot enemy from Macon
here. Colonel Breckinridge, with Kentucky brigade, joined me this
morning, and we are operating in concert. The enemy still in Louis-
ville. The Fourteenth Corps is out on this road, and has been encamped
here since day before yesterday, when the advance reached Louisville.
Their army is detained by the swamp at Rocky Comfort Creek. I have
not yet ascertained whether the main force is moving on Waynes-
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borough or down the Ogeechee. 1 estimate their infantry at about
30,000, or less, and their cavalry at from 3,000 to 3,500. They seem
very apprehensive of meeting a large force in front, and are humrrying
on as rapidly as possible.
Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
5. W, FERGUSON, -
Brigadier-General.

Avgusta, November 30, 1864,
Maj. Gen, SAMUEL JONEN:

With the forces sent yvou must beat back the enemy and hold the
Savannah railroad. Prompt and vigorous measures will accomplish it.
Sherman, nevertheless, appears to be advancing very slowly, if at all,
with his main force. Wheeler has beaten back his cavalry to the
Ogeechee, west of Millen.

BRANXTON BRAGG,

AUGUSTA. November 30, 1864.
General SAMUEL JONES:

What is your information from the enemy in your district? Did my
troops arrive in time tor the action? We have opened communication
again from here with Savannab. The enemy’s infantry is advancing
on this point, and our troops must return at the earliest possible mo-

ment.
BRAXTON BRAGG,

SAVANNAH, November 30, 186i—1 a. m.
General SAMUEL JONES:

Major-General Smith is ordered to Grahamville and Coosawhatchie,
and will command there. Are the points threatened not Pocotaligo
——* Major-General Smith will take 1,500 men with him.

W. J. IIARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

SAVANNAI. November 30, 1864,
Maj. Gen. 5. JONES:

All the troops coming from Augusta and the regiments from Charles-
ton will be stopped on the Charleston® and Savannah Railroad, in
vicinity of Coosawhatchie and Grahamville.

By command of Lieutenant-General Hardee:

T. B. ROY.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SAVANNAH, November 30, 1864.
General S. JONES:
Huyry forward the re-enforcements from Augusta. Smith is heavily
engaged. Has the Thirty-second Georgia been sent forward?
W. J. HARDELE,
Lieutenant-General,
58 B R—VOL XLIV
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SAVANNALL, November 30, 1864.
General S, JONES:
Have re-enforcements passed through Charleston? Hurry them on
to Grahamville to General Smith.
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant- General.

SAVANNAH, November 30, 1864.
Major-General JONES:

Dispatch received dated 4 p. m., says eight transports going up Broad
River with troops aboard, and seven came down withont troops. Eneniy
re-enforcing by every boat that goes up the river. Hurry forward the
troops to Grahamville. ;

W. J. HARDEE.

[First indorsement. |

GENERAL: 1 send you all these dispatches withont acting on any,
because the matters embraced are so important that I have thought
you had better see them all, as they may suggest additional orders or
modifications of those already given.

0. 8 8
1 Secomd indersenent. |

Major STRINGFELLOW :

Hurry forward the troops now in this city to Grahamville. Send
your brother to hurry them up, and see what they need in the way of
arms, and have them snpplied as far as possible. Major Pringle must
hurry and start transportation.

[S. JONES,
Major-General. |

GRAHAMVILLE, November 30, 1864.
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES: g
General Hardee has directed me to turn over the command to the
next officer in rank so soon as enough troops arrive from Charleston to
relieve the Georgia militia, and has indicated General Robertson as the
ofticer. I have, therefore, told General Robertson that it is necessary
for him toremain here. We repnlsed the enemy to-day in every attempt
they made on our position. They had largely superior forces, but in
repeated attacks during six hours failed to drive us an inch from the
position first assumed by us! Hurry up all the forces intended for this
section.
G. W. SMITH,
Major-General.

CoLuMBIA, November 30, 1864.
General SAMUEL JONES:

The battalion ot cadets will report to you for service within this State
with these conditions: that I shall resume control of them at any
moment that I or my suceessor may think proper. When Colonel De
Saussure’s forces join them I wish them to compose a part of his com-
mand for the present.

M. L. BONHAM.

i
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COLUMBIA, November 30, 1864.
Maj. Gen. S. JONES:

By order of the Governor I have directed the State troops who have
not rendezvoused at Han:burg, but who are en route ior ‘the coast. to
report to you to be forwarded. Will you order transportation for
them? { et

A. €. GARLINGTON,
Adide-de-Camp and Inspector-General.

RALEIGH, November 30, 1864,
Hon. J. A. SEDDON: .

Can 7ou give me any information of aftairs in Georgia to lay before
the Legislature that would assist in inducing them to authorize sending
“he dtate troops beyond the State line? Such a proposition is now
i. ‘ore our Legislature, and my total ignorance of the situation pre-
yvents my urging it with sufficient force. Answer immediately.

Z. B. VANCLE.

WaAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A,
Richmond, Va., November 30, 1864.
Governor Z. B. VANCE,
Raleigh, N, C.:

There is urgent need for more forces to meet the advance ot General
Sherman’s army, and to prevent its junetion with forces being landed and
threatening movement at Pocotaligo. Latest accounts wmake it still
doubtful whether Sherman is not marching on Augusta. (General
Wheeler has just telegraphed that the infantry of the enemy have
turned to a road leading to that city. General Bragg has suggested
that as the movement near Pocotaligo frees Wilmington from the dan-
ger of attack, the reserves from North Carolina should be sent to him,
and the matter is now under General Lee’s consideration. It would be
wise, as well as patriotic, on the part of North Carolina to give all
assistance possible to defeat or frustrate the designs of Sherman while
remote from her borders. General Beauregard telegraphs his opinion
that Sherman’s ultimate design is to re-enforce General Grant.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

AUGUSTA, December 1, 1864—12 m.
Col. JoBHN B. SALE,
Military Secretary, Richmond :

* * * The [enemy’s] cavalry having been driven in, the enemy’s
main force was yesterday found near lLouisville, with strong outposts
in this direction. They have secured large supplies in the country; but
our cavalry is now all up, and it is hoped they will be prevented, to a
great extent, in future. The report from Savaunah of the enemy’s en-
trance into Millen on 27th was premature. Telegraphic communication
was reopened to Savannah by that route yesterday. HEnemy is just now
reported as at Station 9, on Central railroad, advancing.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

(Extract submitted to the Seeretary of War by Colonel Sale.)
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AUGUSTA, December 1, 1861.
Col. JoEN B. SALE,
Military Secretary, Richmond :
Following received from Lieutenant-General Taylor, at Savannah:
General Hardee is at Grabamville. No fighting there since yesterday evening,
when enemy was driven five miles, leaving their dead on the field.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

AUGUSTA, December 1, 1861,
General 8. COOPER,
Assistant Adjutant-General :
Your dispateh* to General Beauregard has been received and for-
warded. I have had no intelligence trom him.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

GRAHAMVILLE, December 1, 1861,
General McLAWS:
The enemy are now seriously threatening Coosawhatchie. It is abso-
lutely necessary to keep the two trains here at present.
(. W. SMITH.

HEADQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Augusta, Ga., December 1, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER:

GENERAL: General Ferguson reports from IFarmer’s Bridge road.
His note is inclosed,t though it is hoped you have made a junction ere
this. The general is instructed to report to you. With this increased
foree it is hoped yon will be able to cover the enemy’s front and retard
his movements much, whatever may be his line of march. The bridges,
canseways, &c., on all creeks should be destroyed; forest trees should
be felled at every point where they will obstruct the march; fences
may be pulled down and used—indeed, every expedient which ingenuity
may snggest should be adopted to retard the enemy’s movements. At
the same time you should keep your fighting force close in his front,
so as to make him work under every disadvantage. To enable you
successfully to carvy out these orders you are authorized to impress,
for temporary use, all the laborers and tools necessary, and to use the
means of the people in the country, as far as they may be of advantage.
Supplies of all kinds useful to the enemy and not required for your use
must be destroyed. You will observe by the map that Rocky Creek
still remains to be crossed if the enemy move to Savannal, and Brier
Oreek should he move here, These swampy streams are represented
a8 impassable, except at the regular bridges, and afford you the means
of greatly retarding the enemy. Let it be kuown through the country
generally that we are very largely re-enforced here and at Savannal,
and are prepared for any movement on us. We have troops from Vir-
ginia, North Carolina, and Sonth Carolina, and the troops from Macon

*0Of November 30, p. 911.
tSee November 30, 1.30 p. m., p. 912
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commenced arriving in Savannah on 29th ultimo. A good many vol-
unteer and militia companies of cavalry are out about Brier Cregk.
They should be cn_licctgsd by you mrul used to obstruc't roads and pick
up stragglers. Brigadier-General Young, with part of Hampton’s cav-
alry, will join you soon. 3 -
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ARCHER ANDERSON,
Licutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General,

P. S.—I inclose a sketeh* of the erossings of Brier Creek. A copy of
this dispatch has been sent to General I"erguson.
A. A,

HEADQUARTERY ALLEN’S DIVISION OF CAVALRY,
December 1, 1864.
Lient. M. (¢, HUDSON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General :

LIBUTENANT: I have the honor to report that I have encamped my
command on a road leading from the road we came yesterday to
Waynesborough, and near the latter road. The intersection is about
six miles from our camp of last night. 1 have sent scouts on all the
roads leading toward Louisville, and will also send a seout across the
Ogeechee, as directed by General Wheeler.

Very respectfully, yonr obedient servant, .
WM. W. ALLEN,
Brigadier-Gexieral, Commandinyg.

MoxwErrH, December 1, 1864,
(Received 11 p. m.)
Capt. R. W, B, ErriorT,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

A courier has just arrived from No. 2, Central railroad, and reports
as follows: That the enemy’s cavalry are three miles from Millen, and
the infantry seven miles from there. .\ courier trom General Wheeler
reports the enemy making for Augusta. General Wheeler wishes
40,000 rounds of ammnuition for army and navy pistols sent to Au-
gusta. This courier left his camp yesterday evening.

A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, Commanding.

AUGUSTA, December 1, 1864.
(reneral SAMUERL JONES:

Send everything you can to Grahamville, so as to crush out the
enemy in our front there, and be ready to meet the main army there-
after. Sherman’s progress is slow. Ilis main body yesterday at
Louisville.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

* Not found.
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SUMMERVILLI, December 1, 1864,
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES:
Will be in Charleston at 1 o’clock to-day with 2,000 men,
L. S. BAKER,
Brigadier-General.

HEADQUARTERS DISTRICT OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
Charleston, December 1, 1864.
General ROBERT RANSOM,
Charleston, 8. C.:

GENERAL: Yours of this morning has been laid beifore the major-
general commanding. 1ile directs me to say in reply that no answer
wus made to the eommunication referred to because he supposed that
you understood, from verbal statements, that it was impossible to give
you the men or labor called for. The evils alluded to in connection
with the present system of obtaining labor are patent, and have been
made the subject of many communications to the (Governor of this
State and the Department at Richmond. It seems, however, that they
are bevond the control or correction of the major-general commanding.
By reserence to the act of Congress authorizing the impressment of
slaves you will observe that it can be done in such States as have leg-
islated on the subject only under the State law, and as South Carolina
has provided for this subject her law must govern. By its terms the
impressment can be made for thirty days only, and the slaves must be
discharged at the expiration of that term. 'The disregard of this pro-
vision in some cases is regarded by Governor Bonham in his late mes-
sage as one of the main reasons to which he attributed the failure in
the execution of the law. He points ont the evil arising from the short
term of service required, and asks the Legislature to correct them. It
is to be hoped that this will be done. Under existing orders from de-
partment headquarters the chief engincer has control of and is responsi-
ble for the efficient working of these slaves. He was notified thismorn-
ing that 2,000 would be here during the day, and of that number as
many as the exigencies of the service elsewhere allowed will be as-
signed to your sub-district.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
C. 8. STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MoNTGOMERY, December 2, 1864.
(Via Savannah. Received 4th.)
(ieneral S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :
Telegram of 30th received here on my way to Mobile. 1 shall repair
forthwith to Atlantic coast.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

C. S. HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE WEST,
Montgomery, Ala., December 2, 1864.
General . KIRBY SMITH,
Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department :
GENERAL: You are probably aware that the Army of Tennessee,
under General J. B. Hood, has penetrated into Middle Tennessee as
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far as Columbia, and that the enemy is concentrating all his available
forces, under General Thomas, to oppose him. {t ls_even_relmb_ly re-
ported that the forces under Generals A. J. Smith, in Missouri, and
Steele, in Arkansas, have been :\'ent‘, to re-enforce ’l‘h.om as. lt_; becomes,
then, absolutely necessary, to insure the success of Hood, either that
vou should send him two or more divisions, or that you at once threaten
Missouri, in order to compel the enemy to recall the re-enforcements
he is sending to General Thomas. 1 beg to urge upon you prompt and
decisiv 2 action. The fate of the country may depend upon the result
of Hood’s campaign in Tennessee. Sherman’s army has lately aban-
doned Atlanta on a venturesome march across Georgia to the Atlantic
coast about Savannah. His object is, besides the destruction of public
and private property, probably to re-enforce Grant and compel Lee to
abandon Richmond. It ishoped that Sherman may be prevented from
effecting his object, but shonld it be otherwise, the success of Hood in
Tennessee and Kentucky would counterbalance the moral effect of the
loss of Richmond. Hence the urgent necessity of either re-euforcing
Hood or making a diversion in Missouri in his favor.

Hoping that you may give ns the desired assistance, 1 remain, your
obedient servant,

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

AUGUSTA, December 2, 1864.
General S. COOPER:
Following received from Lientenant-General Hardee, dated yester-
day, at Savannah:
[ have just returned from the front. The enemy was badly whipped, and has
retired. Coosawhatchie, another point on railroad, is threatened, but do not appre-

hend a serions attack.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

(Copies sent President and Secretary of War.)

GRAHAMVILLE, December 2, 1864.
General 8. COOPER:

A foree of infantry, artillery, and cavalry, under Foster, attempted
to gain the railroad at this point, but were met and repulsed. A force
of marines, under Dahlgren, attempted to gain the railroad at Coosaw-
hatchie, but were met at Bee’s Creek and repulsed.

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

(Copies sent President. Secretary of War, Generals Lee and Bragg.)

YRAHAMVILLE, December 2, 1864.
reneral MoLAws:
The enemy is moving upon us. Put about 1,000 men in the cars
immediately, and hold them in readiness to come to this point.
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.
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GRANAMYILLE, December 2, 1864—7.30 «. m.
Major-General McLaws:
The enemy have again retreated. There is no occasion for sending
the 1,000 men. What news from up the Central railroad ?
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General,

GRAHAMVILLE, December 2, 1864.
General McLAws:

Thirteen hundred troops will leave Angusta this evening for Savan-
nah; 1,000 will leave here this evening for Savannah, and 1,200 more
will follow as soon as trausportation ¢an be had. I will come to Savau-
nah by first train.

V. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant-General.

GRAHAMVILLE, December 2, 1861,
Major-General McLaws.

I have telegraphed superintendent of Charleston and Savannah Rail-
road for trains to transport 1,200 troops from Coosawhatchie and Gra-
hamville to Savannah immediately. See to it.

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

No. 6, CENTRAL RAILROAD, December 2. 1864.
xeneral McLaws:

Just received following from No, 7:

The scouts from up the railroad left Millen at 6 o’clock this morning. They heard
the drums ot the enemy at 8.30. Mr. Heard, agent at this place, went to within
one mile of Millen at 9 o’clock. I'he enemy then occupied that place. Three
scouts are now coming down the Middle Ground road with dispatches from Colonel
Johnson. Will report as soon as they arrive.

I LUDWIG,

Operator.
WAYNE,
Major-General.

No. 7, CENTRAL RAILROAD, December 2, 1864,

Major-General McLAws

At 10 o’clock this a. m. a body of the enemy’s cavalry occupied Mil-
len. Colonel Johnson with some of his men and three scouts from
this place were at the car-sheds when one of the enemy rode up, about
200 yards in advance. He was taken prisoner, and scouts report that
he told Colonel Johnson that their infantry were just above the rail-
road bridge across Buck Head Creek, half a mile above Millen, and
that a body of cavalry were going down the other side of the Ogeecliee.
Scout just returned from Clifton Ferry, about two miles nbove this
place, reports that a small number [are] already across. He fired on
one of their vedettes, and came in to report. He has just gone back
for further information.

- E. T. LUDWIG,

()perntor.
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HEADQUARTERS FOURTH BRIGADE, GEORGIA MILIIIA,
Altamaha Bridge, December 2, 1864.
R. W. B. ELL1OTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

Str: In accordance with instructions from General McLaws I pro-
ceeded on yesterday to this point. 1left Colonel .Sin_ls, with the Twelfth
Regiment, at the west end of Ogeecheé bridge, with instructions to hold
that and King’s Bridge. 1 have made my headquarters, with two regi-
ments, on the island on the east side of Mo.rg:_m’s Ln].(e. I have a com-
pany posted at the eastern trestle-work of this crossing, a guard at the
east end of the main bridge. At Johnston Station there is a militia
company from MecIntosh County, picketing down the river. At 1)_0ct01'_
Town, on the west side of the river, there are three small companies of
militia; they have sent a scouting party up the river on the east side,
and have mounted pickets, one at Clark’s Bluft and one at Pinhominy,
both below on the west side of the river. My position here is such that
[ can go casily to either side of the river, My force is, however, not
large; the brigade is a small one at best, and many of the men dropped
out at home on their way here. I have, aggregate, at Ogeechee, 147
men; at Altamaha, 220 men. 1 could not make a more equal distribu-
tion without breaking the regiments, which, in consequence of the want
of field officers, I did not think wise. We are now on the second day
without regular rations.

Respectfully,
H. K, McKAY,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Docror TowN, December 2, 1864,
Col. T. B. Rovy,
Assistant Adjutant-General :
Will arrive at 11 a. m. with 600 men. Please send inspector to point
out camping-grounds. Send rations to depot.
L. VON ZINKEN,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

AUGURTA, Deceirber 2, 1864,

General WHEELER:

The movements of the enemy yesterday indicate a tendency toward
Savannah. You should press down upon him, keep in his front, cut
oft his foraging parties, and skirmish with him hourly. He should not
be allowed to get between you and Savannah. The officers who tore
up the railroad bridge should be removed.

BRAXTON BRAGG,

AUGUSTA. December 2, 1864.

"General WHEELER:

Have your scout well to the rear of the enemy, and be prepared to
strike. I leave here this evening with 10,000 men; will be followed
by portion of General Wade Hampton’s cavalry, under General Young.
Answer by 9 o’clock, if possible, or have courier meet me at Waynes-
borough.

BRAXTON BRAGG.
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HEADQUARTERS WILLIAMS' KENTUCKY BRIGADE,
Junction of Waynesborough and Warrenton and Farmer's
Bridge Roads, December 2, 1864—35 p. m.
AssT. ApJT. GEN.,, WHEELER’S CAVALRY CORPS:

LIEUTENANT: Since receiving General Wheeler’s order to report to
General Cobb 1 have been operating in the rear of the left flank of the
enemy; have been engaged several times. 1 followed Howard’s Right
Wing, consisting of I'ifteenth and Seventeenth Corps,to near McIntyre’s,
on Central railroad; then moved to Milledgeville, and crossed the
Oconee; then by forced march crossed Ogeechee at Fenn’s Bridge. 1
have reason to believe the IFifteenth Corps crossed Oconee at Jackson’s
Ferry, two miles above Central -railroad bridge; the Seventeenth, at
Ball’s Ferry, six miles below the railroad. I struck the Twentieth Corps
on Tuesday a mile and a half from Louisville, on the Fenn’s Bridge
road; on Wednesday the Fourteenth Corps, two miles and a half” from
Louisville, on Patterson’s Bridge road, and three miles from Louisville,
on I'armer’s Bridge road; and on yesterday had a very severe fight
with a large cavalry force (part of Kilpatrick’s corps) nine miles from
Louisville, on the Waynesborough road. I have lost many men and
valuable officers, and I have captured some prisoners; some I sent to
Macon, some turned over to General Ferguson, with whom I have been
co-operating, though not under his orders, he thinking it best for us to
act independently, but close enough to support each other. A large
foree of cavalry and at least two divisions of infantry, scouts report,
left Louisville yesterday morning. The infantry encamped on the
place of Mrs. Netherland, some thirteen miles from Louisville. 1 think
the main force ot Slocum have passed down the two Savannah roads—
the one to Birdville, the other near the railroad. 1f I do not receive
orders to-night I will move to the Waynesborough road, thence to the
Birdville road. I have not definite information of your headquarters.

I aumn, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
W. C. P. BRECKINRIDGI,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

HEADQUARTERS LEWIS' BRIGADE,
Ray's Bridge, December 2. 1864.

Major-General WHEELER:

GENERAL: At the time of receiving your order to halt where 1 was
1 had three regiments with me,about three-quarters of a mile from
Waynesborough, on Ray’s Bridge road, the remaining two regiments on
their way from railroad to Ray’s Bridge to join me at Waynesborough.
Apprehending an attempt of the enemy to reach Ray’s Bridge, 1 left
one regiment near Waynesborough and two others disposed and forti-
fied on the road toward the bridge. One regiment is here at this
point and the other at railroad bridge. 1 have sent sconts on all the
roads in the direction of Millen. I have not sent sconts in the
direction of No. 9 or Louisville, for the reason that I met a scout-
ing party sent by you from Harrison’s brigade upon those roads. No
enemy have appeared in front of Waynesborough, or nearer than four
miles. I have received direct and reliable information that no enemy
had been at Millen up to 8 a. m., nor have they been seen anywhere east
or below Waynesborough and Millen road. An intelligent gentleman
now present, Dr. T. A. Ward, states the first bridge below railroad
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bridge is Ray’s, two miles in air line; Thompson’s, : i\milesbeloan.y’:;
(mdl)\ s, six or seven miles below Tll()lllp\Oll s; Ellison’s, seven or eight
miles below Ellison’s [Thompson’s?|. To each of these budfres I send
immediately an officer and five men as you direct. [ thmk with my
brigade in its present disposition, that I can hold the e nemv in ¢heck
for some time. »
Respectfully, yours, &c.,
JOS. H. LEWIS,
Brigadier-General.

GRAHAMVILLE, December 2, 1864.
(}enm al SAMUEL JONES:
Troops coming from Angusta must not stop in Charleston, but be
hurried forw ard to Savannah. I leave for Savmnnah this afternoon.
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

GRAHAMVILLE, December 2, 1864,
Maj. Gen, SAMUBL JONES:
Send Captain Brooks with the 270 men to Savannah instead of Gra-
hamville.
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

AUGUSTA, December ,‘.), 1864,
General SAMUEL JONES:

Thirteen hundred South Carolina militia, nnder Colonel De Saussures
will leave here for Savannah at 6 p. m. Provide transportation to
Savannah on their arrival.

3v command of General Bragg: :
M. B. McMICKEN,
Lientenant-Colonel and Chief Quartermaster.

R1cHMOXND, December 2, 1864.
[General RRAXTON BRAGG:]

GENERAL: 1 trust yon will pardon my presumption in writing you
on military subjects, but my kuowledge of the country and the nnl\\ ay
lines in Georgia and South Carolina emboldens me to offer a sugges-
tion, which I am certain you will receive in the spirit in which it is
offered. Of course it will occur to you that the moment the enemy
reaches Millen, in Georgia, and any point on the Charleston and Savan-
‘nah Railroad in South Carolina, Savannah becomes hopelessly isolated,
and can neither raise re-enfor cenwnt\ from Angusta or Charleston, 1101"
send any to either of those places. Some pldce must be given up,
however, and it were better Savannah than Charleston. 3ut there is
a large amount of most valuable rolling-stock at Savannah, and many
locomotives, tools, machine shops, cotton and tobacco. The cotton and
tobacco should be destroyed, if necessary, and the rolling-stock, &e.,
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run out before the Charleston and Savannah road is cut. Should
Sherman reach any point on thatroad, or a column come out from Beau-
fort and occupy it, everything of value in“Savannah must be lost; for
it well out on the Gulf road to Thomasville, a raiding party of 1 000
men would find no difficulty in destroying it. It is impossible for us
lere to say where Sherman is going. Your last telegram left him at
No. 9, ten miles above Millen. Supposing the rear column may reach
(xralnnlvﬂ]e, he may move down the Central road to Savannal,in
which case no concentration can be made against him, as he wonld tear
up the road as he advanced, whilst both flanks would be protected, the
one by the Savannah and the other by the Ogeechee River. Such forces
as might be at Savannah, unable to escape to Charleston and beyond
the reach of re-enforcements, would have to retire toward Thomasville.
Indeed, if the enemy should establish himself on the Charleston and
Savannah road—either by moving up from the sea and down from
Georgia—Savannah, Southern Georgia, and all Florida would pass into
his hands. This will be evident upon an inspection of the map. It
would seem to be of the first importance, therefore, to save the mova-
ble railway property at Savannah, of which there is a large amount,
and to do this it must be removed before the Charleston and Savannah
road is cut, unless Sherman cross the river opposite Millen, in which
sase it might be moved up the Central road to that point.

Of Sherman’s ultimate object there can be but little doubt, viz, the
reduction of Savaunah or Charleston. If the former, then he will
establish a water base there and throw torward his advance to Millen, and
thus cut our communications. If Charleston be his object, as it probably
is, then his establishment at that place would leave him only sixty
miles to march to reach Branchville, where he would place himself
astride the only line by which we can ecommunicate with the South.
In this event his base would be unassailable and his flanks, admirably
protected by a river and swamp on either hand, would be free trom
attack. TFor four years the enemy has tried to penetrate the Confed-
eracy from the north and east by lang. He reached Atlanta it is true,
but found it impossible to keep open his communications, since the
further he advanced the longer and more difficult of defense became
his base and line of oommunic'ttion. This policy, it now appears, has
been changed. Hereafter he will operate from the sea or some of its
tributaries. This makes his lease safe, and renders. it easy to protect
his short communications. This policy reduces the length of his com-
munications to sixty miles from Charleston to Branchville, whereas
betfore it was near 500 miles from Louisville to Atlanta. After Charles-
ton, Wilmington will probably be the next point of attack, and then
Richmond. These ideas have been floating through my mind. There
may be nothing in them. If so, you will be sure to find it out and no
harm will come of them. AllI can hopeis that you will excuse me for,
presuming to send them to you. It strikes me that your suggestion ot
concentration is the only alternative lett us, and should be adopted.
We must make up our minds to abandon some place and concentrate
for a stubborn resistance. There is nothing new here, 1 do not think
Grant has the least idea of attacking Lee. He is only maneuvering to
prevent his sending re-enforcements to Georgia. Colonel For syth is
here and well. The president has disapproved of the finding in the case
of his son Charles.

Very truly, vours,
P W, ALEXANDER.
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AUGUSTA, December 3, 1864—06 p. m.
(Received 12.30 a. m. 4th.)
(ol. JoHN B. SALE,
Military Secvetary, Richmond :

A strong force of the enemy’s cavalry and infantry advanced from
Louisville, and encamped last night six miles from Waynesborough.
They turned off this morning toward Savannah. Our cavalry is
])1'e§si11;.'; on the rear, and all available means are being thrown to their
front by rail. Thereis time yet for any assistance which can be spared
to be sent by way of Charleston.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

[ First indorsement. |

Respectfully submitted to His Excellency the President, as intorma-
tion.
JNO. B. SALLE,
Colonel and Military Secretary.

Neeond indorsement. |

SECRETARY OF WAR:
What has been or can be done to augment force, &c.?

MONTGOMERY, \\LA., December 3. 186i—7 . m.
Lient. Gen. W. .J. HARDEE,
Sacannah, Ga. :

I leave to-day for Augusta and Savannal. Construct loop-holes and
embrasures on defenses of latter city. Works along overflows around
city are essential. Obstruct all roads from Millen to Port Royal, Ossa-
baw Sound, and Brunswick.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

MoxNtErrH, December 3, 1864.
Capt. R. W, B. BLLioT?:

The roads are so obstructed between here and Sister’s Ferry that I
am nnable to get a courier to the commander of the C. S. steamer
Macon.

A. L. HARTRIDGE,
Major, &e.

SPECIAL ORDERS, ) IHDQRS, ARMIES CONFEDERATE STATES,
No. 7. 1 Augusta, December 3, 1864,
* * * * * * »

II. Brigadier-General Yonng will immediately proceed, with all the
men he has mounted, in the direction of Waynesborough, join Major-
General Whecler, and receive his orders.

* * * * * * *

By order of General Bragg:

ARCHER ANDERSON,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
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HEADQUARTERS,
Augusta, December 3, 1864—10 a. m.
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry Corps :

GENERAL: The commanding general desires me to impress upon yon
the importance of immmediately driving back upon their infantry the
enemy’s cavalry, now apparently pressing in this direction. Your force,
in his opinion, is too much scattered; it shonld be gathered up; and
the enemy’s cavalry being pushed back, unremitting effort should be
made to harass their main body and impede their march. :

T have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

ARCHER ANDERSON,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

AUGURTA, December 3, 1864—12 m.
General WHEELER:
1n reply to your questious whether you shall operate on Sherman’s
front or flank, General Bragg cannot instruct. Your own judgment
must determine, Main object is to retard and harass enemy.
ARCHER ANDERSON,
Assistant A djutant- General.

NEAR BEAVER DaAM, December 55, 186i—10 «. n.
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry:

GENERAL: On yesterday morning the enemy drove me from Buek
Head Church, and I fell back to Lawton Station. Atter remaining at
the station some time they came against me in large force of cavalry,
and I retreated to Beaver Dam Creek. 1 have scouts outon the roads,
and will dispateh any information they may gain. I destroyed the
bridge at the chureh, but did not get your dispatch in time to destroy
the other bridges. I sent a lieutenant with a squad of men to destroy
Jones’ Bridge, but he has not returned.

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
S. P. DOBBS,
Captain, Commanding Ninth Alabama.

P. 8.—I sent you two couriers yesterday and neither have returned.
S SRE LR 0 1

; SAVANNAH, December 3, 1864,
General JONES:
Order troops which left Angusta yesterday to stop [at] Coosawhat-
chie and report to General Chesnut,
W. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant- General.
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SAVANNAH, December 3, 1864.
General SAMUEL JONES:
Send the cadets to join the militia at Grahamville
W. J. HARDEE,
Licutenant- General.

CoLuMB14A, December 3, 186:4.
Maj. GGen. SAMUEL JONES:

Telegram received at 9 p.m. 1 donot wish the cadets sent to Savan-
nah. 1 bhave received no request to send them, and know no reason
for it.

M. L. BONHAM,

COLUMBLA, December 3, 1864.
Maj. Gen. S. JONES: ]

If General Bragg has expressed no wish for the cadets to remain at
(harleston send them to Grahamville, to report to Colonel De Saussure,
at that place. Since L telegraphed you General Bragg telegraphs me
that De Saussure’s destination was Grahamville, but put Savannah
through unstake. He has been halted at the former place.

M. L. BONHAM.

AUVGUSTA, December 4, 1864.
(Received 1 p. m.)
Col. JOHN B. SALE,
Military Secretary, Richmond :

The column is moving on what is known as “Iastern road to Savan.
nah.” There are several ferries from mouth of Brier Creek to Charles-
ton and Savannah Railroad bridge; none below that. General Hardee
reports heis patrolling river with a gun-boat. 1 have had all ferry-
boats destroyed, and ordered all roads to and from river to be broken
up and blockaded by felling heavy timber. The roads all pass by
causeway to the river, on both sides, over dense swamps. None of
enemy’s forces remain near Macon, and from best information I ecan
obtain it is thought all of ours have left there for Savannah. The
Georgia militia who were on Central railroad moved back toward Savan-
nah, and at last accounts were at Station 43, owr’ cavalry, however, far
in advance of them.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

SAVANNAH, December 4, 1864.
(Received 5th.)
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

Skirmishing with the enemy’s infantry this evening at Station 44,
Central railroad, forty-five miles from the ¢ity. Two corps of the enemy
reported by prisoners to be marching on either side of the Ogeechee.
The defense of the South Carolina railroad from Savannah to Charles-
ton requires 3,000 men, Canl expect re-enforcements from Richmond ?

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.



928 OPERATIONS IN 8. C., G\, AND FLA. {CHap. LVL

SAVANNAH, December i, 1861,
Major-General Mclaws:

Cars will be sent you to-morrow for 3,000 troops. Withdraw to the
outer line of defenses, and dispose your troops on that line; remain in
charge of them.

By order of Lieutenant-General Hardee:

T. B. ROY.
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No, 3. ATLANTIC AND GULEF RAILROAD,
December 4, 1864,
Major-General McLAwS:
The President having ordered my return to my department 1 cannot
remain here longer, unless positively ordered.
R. TAYLOR,
Lieutenant-Genereal.

CIRCULAR. | HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
In the Eield, December 4, 1864.

In futnre, commanders of troops, in falling back before the enemy,
will send reliable officers and men, at least one day in advance, to in-
struct citizens in which direction to drive their stock.

On the enemy’s approach all horses, mules, and other stock that
citizens have left on the enemy’s line of march will be driven off, and
proper receipts left for the same. When no owner can be found accu-
rate accounts will be kept so that stock can be reclaimed by the owner.

By order of Major-General Wheeler:

M. G. HUDSON,

First Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp, Actg. Asst. Adjt. Gen,

HEADQUARTERS WILLIAMY KENTUCKY BRIGADE,
Dr. Dillard’s, three miles from Farmer's Bridge, on Farmer's
Bridge and Louisville Roads, December 4, 186i—11 p. m.

Lientenant HUDSON,
General Wheeler's Aide-de-Camp : '

LieUuTENANT: I received your order of 8 a. m. yesterday at 12 m.,
and moved to strike the enemy’s flank. At 12 p. wm. last night I
received another order to report to you at Thomas’ Station, and pro-
ceeded this morning at daylight in that direction; but finding it im-
possible to get there on account of the enemy, I attempted to join you
at Waynesborough, and, getting within a mile and a half of town, I was
again cut off, and had to fall back to this point. I will report with my
command to-morrow morning.

Very respectfully, &e., ko
W. C. P. BRECKINRIDGE,
Colonel, Commanding, &,
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SAVANNAL, December 4, 1864.
General S. JONES:
I need 600 arms and accouterments for the South Carolina militia
pow at Grahamville, Send the arms if you have them; also ammuni-

tion to suit.
W. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant- General.

SAVANNAH, December 4, 1864.
Maj. Gen. S. JONES:

Make your headquarters at Pocotaligo, or some other convenient
point, and take immediate charge of the forces for the defense of the
Charleston and Savannah Railroad.

W. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant- General.

SAVANNAH, December 4, 1864.
General JONES: :
What troops left Charleston this morning for Savaunah? If any,
stop them at Pocotaligo.
W. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant-General.

SAVANNAH, December 4, 1864.
ieneral SAMUEL JONES:
Re-enforcements are needed at Pocotaligo immediately; see that

they are sent.
W. J. HARDEE.

ApAaMs’ RUN, December 4, 1864,
Major-General JONES:
A regiment of Yankee cavalry is reported moving toward Combahee
bridge. I have nothing but some heavy artillery in that sub-district.
* B. H. ROBERTSON.
Brigadicr-General.

HELDQUARTERS ARMIES OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES,
Augusta, December 5, 1864.

Col. Jonn B. SALE,
Military Secretary:
The following just received from General Wheeler:
NEaR WALKER'S BRIDGE, December 4, 1864—G p. m.

Pursnant to instructions we drove enemy’s cavalry upon infantry and attacked
about midnight. The infantry was occupied in tearing up railroad near Thomas’
Station. At daylight this morning IFourteenth Corps and Kilpatrick’s cavalry ad-
vanced and attacked my position. My command had been necessarily spread out
over two or three miles to procure forage, but was quickly concentrated to resist the
attack. Enemy made several charges upon the position which I had taken, all of
which were repulsed by fire from behind breast-works and by counter-charges. Iin-
emy’s vastly superior forces, which completely euveloped my flanks, compelled me

59 R R—VOL XI1I1V -
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to retire toward Brier Creek. A number of officers and men were killed and.
wounded, including Colonel Gaines, commanding brigade, severely wonnded. Enemy’s
loss very heavy General Kilpatrick repoxtul wounded. My officers and men be-
haved most gallantly.

NEAR WALKER'S BRIDGE, December 4, 1864—8 p. m.

Enemy have all moved east of Buck Head Creek. They appear to be encamped on
railroad, from Wayneshorough to Station 7, on Savannah road. Possibly their ad-

vance is nearer Savannah than Station 7. I have had three brigades on encmy’s
front and rear, and balance of my command on their Hank. Seventeenth Corps
crossed Ogeechee, from Imanuel to Burke County, opposite 95, on Thursday. On
Wednesday Fifteenth Corps moved from Louisville toward Station 90. Enemy’s
cavalry passul through Waynesborough, stealing horses in Emanuel County. Gen-
eral Sherman in person reported near Thomas’ Station to- -day.

NEar WALKER'S BRIDGE, December 5, 1864—4.80 a. m.
Enemy’s infantry and cavalry left Waynesborough going toward Millen; they
were in very large force, both infantry and cavalry. Iveryvthing now appears to
be moving toward Savannah.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

AUGUSTA, December 5, 1864.
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :
From two sources (unofficial) I learn General Beauregard left Macon
on 1st and was in Montgomery on 2d. I again send a copy of your dis-

patch to him, to be telegraphed from Macon.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

SAVANNAH, December 5, 1864.
Major-General JONES:

You are placed in charge ot the entire line of the Charleston and
Savannah Railroad. It is suggested that there should be a force at
Green Pond. You will keep a movable force of 500 infantry and one
section of artillery on a train, ready to move at a moment’s notice to
any threatened points. A train has already been furnished General
Chesnut for this purpose.

By command of Lieuntenant-General Hardee:

T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SAVANNAH, December 5, 1864,
Major-General JONES:

Colonel Colcock has been sent up the Savannah River with a battery
and a section of artillery and a company of cavalry, and the gun-boat
Macon, which has reached Sister’s Ferry, has been ordered to 1mtrol as
high up the river as practicable. Lee has been ordered to furnish the
transportation you need.

T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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SAVANNAH, December 5, 1864,

General S. JONES: £
Last information from Wheeler 1s] théu; ;1_11 nuiv%nentslof t?e egemy
toward Savannah. We still hold Station 44, Central railroad.
s : " 711, B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

GRAHAMVILLE, December 5, 1864.
Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES:

The gun-boats in position off Dawson’s Bluff shelling the works pro-
tecting Coosawhatchie. Captain Kanapaux asks for 20-pounder Par-
rotts; can you furnish them to him? 4

JAS. CHESNUT, JRr.,
Brigadier-General.

CoosAWHATCHIE, December 5, 1864.
Major STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

My scouts reported the enemy advancing at 1 o’clock -to-day, with
artillery and infantry. General Chesnut telegraphed me at 3 o’clock
that scouts reported the enemy advancing on the Bee’s Creek breast-
works in considerable force. Several barges are reported coming up
the Coosawhatchie River. They advanced their pickets within 200
yards of Bee’s Creek works, four miles distant. We fired on them, and
they retired. They are still in our front, four or five miles distant. 1
have about 1,600 men of all arms. 1 will dispateh you again as soon as
scouts come in. We need more artillery,

L. J. GARTRELL,
Drigadier-General, Commanding.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 5, 1864—7 p. m.

Major STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

Enemy’s gun-boats, five in number, retired half a mile lower down the
river. Their infantry and artillery have also retired about three miles
beyond our outer works. All quiet to-night.

L. J. GARTRELL,
Drigadier-General, Commanding.

AUGUSTA, GA., December 6, 1864.
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS,
President of the Confederate States :

SIr: Your letter of the 30th ultimo, acknowledging the receipt of my
telegram of 24th of November, was received by me on the road from
Macon to this place. With the limited reliable means at our command
I believe that all that could be has been done, under existing eircum-
stances, to oppose the advance of Sherman’s forces toward the Atlantic
coast. That we have not thus far been more successful none can re-
gret more than myself, but he will doubtless be prevented from captur-
ing Augusta, Charleston, and Savannah, and he may yet be made to
experience serious loss before reaching the coast.
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On the 16th of November, when about leaving Tuscumbia, Ala., on a
tour of inspection to Corinth, Miss., I was informed by General Hood of
the report just received by him that Sherman would probably move from
Atlanta into Georgia. I instructed him at once to repeat his orders to
General Wheeler to watch closely Sherman’s movements, and should
he move as reported, to attack and harass him at all fayvorable points.
I telegraphed to Lieutenant-General Taylor, at Selma, Ala., to call on
Governor Watts, of Alabama, and Governor Clark, of Mississippi, for
all the State troops that they could furnish, and with all the available
movable forces of his department to keep himself in readiness to move
at a moment’s notice to the assistance of Maj. Gens. Howell Cobb
and G. W. Smith, who were then at or about Griffin, Ga., threatening
Atlanta. I also telegraphed to General Cobb to call upon Governor
Brown, of Georgia, and Governor Bonham, of South Carolina, for all
the State troops that could be collected. I made all necessary prepa-
rations to repair forthwith to Georgia in the event of Sherman’s,execut-
ing his reported movement.

On my arrival at Corinth, on the 18th of November, having been in-
formed that Sherman had commenced his movement, I issued all neces-
sary orders to meet the emergeney, inclnding an order to General Hood
to send one division of cavalry (Jackson’s) to re-enforce Wheeler, but this
order was suspended by him, his objection being that his cavalry could
not be reduced without endangering the success of his campaign in
Tennessee, and that General Wheeler already had thirteen brigades
under his command. T finally instructed him to send only one brigade,
if he contemplated taking the offensive at once, as had already been
decided upon. 1 then left Corinth for Macon, where I arrived on
24th of November.

I did not countermand the campaign into Tennessee to pursue Sher-
man with Hood’s army for the following reasons:

First. The roads and creeks from the Tennessee to the Coosa Rivers
across Sand and Lookout Mountains had been, by the prevailing heavy
rains, rerdered almost impassable to artillery and wagon trains.

Second. General Sherman, with an army better appointed, had already
the start of about 275 miles, on comparatively good roads. The trans-
fer of Hood’s army into Georgia could not have been more expeditions
by railway than by marching through the country, on account of the
delays unavoidably resulting from the condition of the railroads.

Third. To pursue Sherman the passage ot the Army of Tennessee
would necessarily have been over roads with all the bridges destroyed,
and through a devastated country, atfording no subsistence or forage,
and, moreover, it was feared that a retrograde movement on our part
would seriously deplete the army by desertions.

Fourth. To have sent off the most or the whole of the Army of Ten-
nessee in pursuit of Sherman would have opened to Thomas’ forces the
richest portion of the State of Alabama, and would have made nearly
certain the capture of Montgomery, Selma, and Mobile, without insuring
the defeat of Sherman.

Fifth. In October last, when passing through Georgia to assume com-
mand of the Military Division of the West, 1 was informed by Governor
Brown that he could probably raise, in case of necessity, about 6,000
men, which I supposed might be doubied in a levy en masse. General
Cobb informed me, at the same time, that at Augusta, Macon, and
Columbus he had about 6,500 local troops, and that he hoped shortly to
have collected at his reserve and convalescent camps near Macon 2,500
more. Of these 9,000 men he supposed about one-half, or 5,000, could
be made available as movable troops for an emergency.



Crap LVIL) CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE. 933

To oppose the advance of the enemy from At.]mrm the State of Georgia
would thus have probably 17,000 men, to which number must be added
the thirteen brigades of Wheeler’s cavalry, amounting to about 7,000
men. The troops which could have been collected from Savannah, South
Carolina, and North Carolina before Sherman’s forces could reach the
Atlantic coast would have amounted, it was supposed, to about 5,000
men.

Thus it was areasonable supposition that about 29,000 or 30,000 men
could be collected in time to defend the State of Georgia and insure the
destruction of Sherman’s army, estimated by me at abount 36,000 effect-
ives of all arms, their eavalry, about 4,000 strong, being included in this
estimate.

Under these circumstances, after consultation with General Hood, 1
concluded to allow him to prosecute with vigor his campaign into Ten-
nessee and Kentucky, hoping that by defeating Thomas’ army, and such
other forces as might hastily be sent against him, he would compel
Sherman, should he reach the coast of Georgia or South Carolina, to
repair at once to the defense of Kentucky, and perhaps Ohio, and thus
prevent him from re-enforcing Grant. Meanwhile supplies might be
sent to Virginia from Middle and East Tennessee, thus relieving Georgia
from the present constant drain upon its limited resources.

1 remain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

AucuUsTA, December 6, 1864—7 p. m.
General S. COOPER:
Have just arrived and will repair as soon as practicable to Charleston

and Savannah. .
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

SAVANNAH, December 6, 1864.
(Received 7Tth.)
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

The Fifteenth Army Corps is on the right bank of the Ogeechee.
Prisoners were captured from it to-day. They are evidently of an
intention to recross tweuty-five miles above. All recent movements
indicate their intention to do so at Jenks’ and Wright’s Bridges, which
have been destroyed.

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

AUGUSTA, December 6, 1864.
General HARDEE:

‘Wheeler so far off he could not erossriver in time. General Youung’s
brigade (250 mounted, 550 dismouunted) moves to-day by rail to Poco-
taligo, to observe lett bank Savannah.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

(Same to Major-General Jones.)
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No. 3, ATLANTIC AND GULF RAILROAD,
December 6, 1864.
Capt. R. W. B. ELLIOTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General:

Lieutenant Baker has just returned from scout. He met the enemy’s
cavalry yesterday at General Cone’s residence, in Bulloch County, and
fell back to Jenks’ Bridge. Late in the afternoon he was attacked
there, and compelled to fall back to Black Creek, in Bryan County,
where he made stand until the enemy crossed the creek above, about 2
p. m., and he was ordered by Colonel Prather, Tenth [Eighth] Confed-
erate Cavalry, to retire to Harper’s Bridge, on Cannouchee. Move-
ments indicate that a force of the enemy is making its way around
headwaters of Cannouchee for this section. He was informed that
there was a division of infantry and 500 cavalry at Statesborough on

- il G. P. RANEY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

AUGUSTA, December 6, 1864—11.15 a. m.
Major-General WHEELER,
Alexander :
Press well on enemy’s left flank, so that if he crosses Savannah River

you will know it immediately, and advise me.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

AUGUSTA, December 6, 1864—12.45 [p. m.).
General SAMUEL JONES:

Three companies South Carolina cavalry militia. under Major Crump,
headquarters probably Allendale, Barnwell district, are observing
Savannah River and obstructing roads from ferries. Communicate
such orders to them as may be proper.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

AUGUSTA, December 6, 1864—10.30 p. m.

Maj. Gen. S. JONES: :
Organize proper parties to overflow rice lands along Savannah River,

to obstruct thoroughly with trees and torpedoes and break up roads

from the stream toward DPocotaligo. Fraser Matthewes and Joseph

Guss, of engineer departiment, might superintend.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

PocorarLico, December 6, 1864—5.30 p. m.
Lieutenant-General HARDEE,
Savannah :
I cannot answer your question as to the number of troops required
to hold this road just at this time, as I have no report yet from Chesnut.
Enemy advanced to-day in large force on road from Gregory’s, on Tul-
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lifinny, to Coosaw. Onr troops met and drove them back, but were in
return driven back demoralized, and occupied works at Coosaw. Gen-
eral Gartrell has just telegraphed me that he can hold that place. I
am endeavoring, and think will sncceed, to collect a force of 500 or 600
men to attack in their rear, on road from Old Pocotaligo to Coosaw, at
daylight.
SAM. JONES,
Major-General.

CHARLESTON, December 6, 1864.
Major STRINGFELLOW :

IY'orward this throngh to General Hardee at Savanuah: There are
two trains with troops from Wilmington and train with light artillery
{from Augusta on this side of bridge, waiting for the road to be cleared
to go on. A train of North Carolina State troops will reach here at
1 a. m.; will hurry them on immediately. There are four trains on
Savannah railroad due here, blocking the way.

' R. C. GILCHRIST.

ApAMs’ RUN, December 6, 1864.
General SAMUEL JONES:

General Hardee telegraphs that Wheaton’s battery has been ordered
to Combahee. Let Webb remain until Wheaton arrives. 1have ordered
Kemper to Green Pond; communicate with him after his arrival. What
is the news this morning?

B. H. ROBERTSON,
Brigadier-General.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 6, 1864—10 a. m.
General Sad. JONES:
Twelve barges are landing troops at Gregory’s, on the Tullifinny,
about three miles distant. Send Forty-seventh Georgia and section of

artillery.
L. J. GARTRELL,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

COORAWHATCHIE, December 6, 1864.
Major STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

Colonel Daniel, commanding seven companies of Fifth Georgia, re-
ports the enemy about 1,000 strong, and asks for re-enforcements. I
have sent him First Reserves, about 200 strong. I have notified him
of the movement of troops from Pocotaligo.

I. J. GARTRELL.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 6, 1864.
Major-General JONES:
Are you certain that the telegraph line has not been tapped by a Yan.

kee operator?
L. J. GARTRELL.
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COOSAWHATCHIE, Jecember 6, 1864.
Major STRINGFELLOW :

The Forty-seventh Georgia just arrived. Section of artillery will -
come by next train.  Send 40,000 ronnds ammnnition, caliber .69. Some
of the boxes have no caps. We have only 35 wounded, most of them
slightly.

L. J. GARTRELL.

HEADQUARTERS,
December 6, 1864—2.40 o’clock.

Maj. Gen. S. JONES,
Commanding :

GENERAL: The enemy advanced in heavy force from Gregory’s Point.
They are now on the road from Old Pocotaligo to this place (Coosaw-
hatchie), and ou both sides. We fought them two hours and a half,
but had to fall back to our works. If you send a force in their rear, on
the road from Old Pocotaligo, it will not only assist us, but probably cut
oft the enemy. Some provision had better be made to prevent their
getting between you and us. I would have communicated with you by
tulegraph, but the operator says the wires are cut., 1 must have some
old troops; the new ones won’t stand.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. J. GARTRELL,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December G, 1864.
General JONES:

The enemy advanced in large force on the road from Gregory’s. We
met them and drove them back. They were re-enforced, and, portion
[of] the troops becowing demoralized, I ordered them to fall back to
this side of the river., Enemy not pursuing. The engagement lasted
two hours and a half. Loss slight. Send Forty-seventh Georgia Vol-
nnteers and any other troops youcan spare. The main attack seems to
be itended for this point. 1 would have dispatched you sooner, but
being at the front and informed by operator that the line would not
work, I sent a courier some time since. We can hold this place.
Ammunition is getting short.

I. J. GARTRELL.

Pocorarico, December 6, 1864.
Col. A. C. EDWARDS,
Dommanding Forty-seventh Georgia Regiment :

CoLoNEL: Brigadier-General Gartrell has been ordered to send your
regiment to the position now occupied by the State Cadets, at the Tul-
lifinny trestle, on the railroad, where other troops, under Lieutenant-
Colonel Bacon, will be collected before morning. You will be the rank-
ing officer, and will therefore take command. Colonel Bacon’s command,
w1th the cadets, will number about 550 men, with two pieces artillery.
At the earliest dawn of day you will move down by a plantation road,
which crosses the railroad near the Tullifinny trestle and nearly pa‘ra'llel
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to Tullifinny Creek, until it intersects the _road from Old Poco to Coosaw,
about 150 yards on the Coosaw side. Lieutenant-Colonel Bacon has a
guide with him who knows the road, and you will therefore confer with
him. Attack the enemy vigorously at that point and drive him oft if
possible. The Tifth Georgia will attack in front of Coosawhatchie
when your fire is heard, Carry out these instructions promptly and
with spirit.
Very respectfully,
C. 8. STRINGFELLOVW,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

DECEMBER 6, 1864.
Major STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

MAJoRr: Courier from Mackay’s Point reports the enemy as having
landed a regiment of about 500 men at the junction of the Coosaw-
hatchie and Tullifinny.

. H. BACON,
Lieutenant-Colonel.

PocorAaLico, December 6, 1864.
Lieutenant-Colonel BACON,
Commanding, . :

CoLONEL: The major-general commanding has ordered Colonel
Edwards, of the Forty-seventh Georgia, to the position near the trestle-
work on the railroad now occupied by the State Cadets. Leave the
cavalry company (Captain Peeples’) to picket the road to Coosawhatchie
and watch the position at Tullifinny Bridge, and proceed with the rest
of your command to report to Colonel Edwards at the place designated.
That officer has been ordered to move at the earliest dawn of day to
attack the enemy in flank and rear. The guide Craddock left with
you knows the road. Inform Major Jacksou that the baggage of his
command will be at the crossing of the country road over the railroad
by the time you reach that point. Move promptly. If you have orcan
procure any axes carry them with you to clear out the [sic] should
the enemy blockade it; Captain Bachman has perhaps some with his
battery. Direct Captain Peeples to keep the major-general command-
ing fully informed of any movement on the road to Pocotaligo.

Your obedient servant,
C. 8. STRINGFELOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

AUGUSTA, December 7, 1864.
(Received 11.52 o’cloek.)
General S. COOPER:

General Beauregard reached here last evening from Montgomery,
where he received your dispatch, and has gone on this morning to
Charleston and Savannah. The enemy’s rear crossed Beaver Dam
reek yesterday morning south, our cavalry pressing them closely.

v BRAXTON BRAGG.
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BrANCHVILLE, December 7, 1864.
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :
I cannot return exchanged prisoners to their commands; they will
be kept temporarily for defense of Savannah.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

SAVANNAH, December 7, 1864.
(Received 10.45 8th.)
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

Jonsiderable fighting at Coosawhatchie to-day without definite results.
The enemy hold a position near Coosawhatchie and the railroad. Heavy
skirmishing at No. 2, Central railroad, with large force of the enemy,
which have crossed the Ogeechee opposite that point. Iighting also
at Cannouchee Bridge. Enemy have made their appearance at Hud-
son’s Ferry and Matthews’ Point, on the Savannah River. The gun-
boat Macon is at Sister’s I'erry, with orders to patrol the river as high
up as Hudson’s Ferry. Howard’s wing of the IFederal army is believed
to be on the right bank of the Ogeechee crossing to the left bank.

W, J. HARDEE,
Liewtenant-General.

AUGUSTA, December 7, 1864—4 o'clock.

General WHEELER:
No necessity now for further destruction of bridges over Brier Creek.
A steamer with two boats has just been ordered to mouth of Brier
Creek. Give her orders.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

JHARLESTON, Deeember 7, 1864—2.30.
General SAMUEL JONES:

Battery of guns with guard left at 11 a. m. yesterday; train of twenty
cars with troops from Augusta left at 10 p. m., and train with Girardey’s
light battery started at 1 a. m. Train with troops from Wilmington is
expected here at 2.30 to-night; also train from Augusta, expected at 4
o’clock, will be sent immediately on. Seventeen cavalry will leave in
passenger train to-morrow. Deserters from Morris’ Island to-day report
that troops are being moved from Morris’ Island to Port Royal, where
the force is 8,000 strong, mostly black troops.

R. C. GILCHRIST,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SAVANNAH, December 7, 1864.
General SAMUEL JONES:

You must send me at once the Aungusta battalion, the Georgia bat-
talion, which arrived to-day, and such other troops as you can spare.
Bring part of Chesnut’s command to Coosawhatchie; the enemy has
left his front. The enemy is advancing on Savannah.

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.
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SAVANNAH, December 7, 1864.
General JONES:

I do not know how long I shall be able to hold the railroad between
this and Savannah railroad bridge. 1t is therefore all-important that
all the re-enforcements I am to receive should be sent forward imme-
diately. y

W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

CHARLESTON, December 7, 1864—12.30.
General JONES:

A train left at 11 last night with troops; Girardey’s battery at 1
a. m.; Shober’s (North Carolina) regiment about 3 a. m. Young’s
brigade had not passed Branchville at 9 a. m. Other troops, under
Colonel Brown, are behind Young.

H. W. FEILDEN.

GRAHAMVILLE, December 7, 1864—11.45.
General SAM. JONES:
Detachment of cavalry on the road to re-enforce your men at Coosaw-

hatehie.
JAS. CHESNUT, Jgr.,

Brigadier-General.

GRAIAMVILLE, December 7, 1864.
Maj. Gen. S. JONES:

Have the Forty-seventh [Georgia] on the march to you. 1 am left
with the militia only, yet unorganized, and many of them are sick. My
reserves relieved the forces at Bee’s Creck, who have been sent to
Coosawhatchie this afternoon.

JAS. CHESNUT, Jr.,
Brigadier- Generel.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 7, 1864—11.30.
General JONES:

Colonel Daniel has returned with Fifth Georgia Regiment and reports
four regiments of the enemy on both sides of the main road in 400
yards of these works. I have put his regiment on the railroad to pro-
tect it, and will open upon the enemy with my guns as soon as position
can be ascertained. It is impossible to get re-enforcements to Colonel
Edwards.

L. J. GARTRELL.

COOSAWIATCHTE, December 7, 1864—12.30 o’clock.
General JONES:

This place is seriously threatened by force of four regiments, and sev-
eral pieces of artillery. I am making disposition to repel any attack
and save the railroad and works. Send re-enforcements if' possible.
They are said to be planting batteries to shell us.

L. J. GARTRELL,
Brigadier-General.
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COOSAWHATCHIE, December 7, 1864—2.50 p. m.
General JONES:
Captain Kanapaux states that his vedettes report the enemy stili
landing troops at Gregory’s Point.
L. J. GARTRELL.

CHARLESTON, December 8, 1864—S a. m.
(Received 10.50.)
Greneral S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

I arrived here last evening., General Hardee reports considerable
fighting yesterday at Coosawhatchie, without definite results; enemy
holding a position near there and railroad. Heavy skirmishing at No.
2, Central railroad, with large foree of eneniy, which has crossed Ogee-
chee opposite that point. Fighting also at Cannouchee bridge. Enemy
has made his appearance at Hudson’s Ferry and Matthews’ Point, on
Savannah River. Gun-boat Macon is at Sister’s Ferry, with orders to
patrol river as high up as Hudson’s I'erry. Howard’s wing of Federal
Army believed, on right bank of Ogeechee, crossing. Generals Hardee
and Jones should be supported with all available force.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

CHARLESTON, December 8, 1864—2.30 p. m.
(Received 9.50 p. m.)
General S. COOPER:
I leave this afternoon for Pocotaligo and Savannah to confer with
Generals Jones and Hardee.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

CHARLESTON, S, C., December 8, 1864.
Lieutenant-General HARDEE,
Savannah, Ga.:

Having no army of relief to look to, and your forces being essential to
the defense of Georgia and South Carolina, whenever you shall have to
select between their safety and that of Savaunah, sacrifice the latter,
and form a junction with General Jones, holding the left bank of the
Savannab River and the railroad to this place as long as possible.

G. T. BEAUREGARD. .

SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS, ; HEADQUARTERS,
No. 2. Savannah, December 8, 1864.
* * ¥ * * * #*

III. Brooks® foreign battalion is transferred from Cumming’s brigade,
McLaws’ division, to Harrison’s brigade, Smith’s division.
* * * * * * *
By order of Lieutenant-Greneral Hardee:
D. H. POOLE,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
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GRAIIAMVILLE, December 8, 1864.

[General BRAXTON BRAGG:|

The enemy are still moving on toward Savanual, obstructing the
roads in thair rear, and resisting warmly this morning. 1 cannot ]e,u-n
that any force of the enemy lm\ e crossed the Savannah River. I hear
artillery firing far in my front; do not know what it means. The
[Fourteenth (Jorps and Kllpatrlck’s cavalry are on the river road, I%if-
teenth on Middle Ground road, and Seventeenth, and probably Twen-
tieth Corps, on Central railroad. I think the force on the right bank
of the Ogeechee must be small.

Respecttully, your obedient servant,
JOS. WHEELER.

(Same sent by G xeneral Bragg to Col. John B. Sale, military secretary,
December 9, 1864.)

SISTER’S FERRY, December 8, 1864—35 p. m.
Major-General WHEELER
GENERAL: Your two dispatches of 10 and 12.30 o’clock have been
received. Sister’s Ferry is the lowest point at which the enemy can
cross the river. There is an old ferry about twenty-five miles lower
down which has been discontinued tfor near thirty years, and I have
a strong picket there and an engineer throwing np works. No flats or
boats there to eross with. A gun-boat which was up here to protect
this crossing has gone down to the railroad bridge to protect that point.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. J. COLCOCK,
Colonel Third South Carolina Cavalry.

CHARLESTON, December 8, 1864—11 a. m.
Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES:

Have measures been adopted for obstrueting with torpedoes all roads
leading from Savannah River ferry toward Port Royal? Are services
ot Mr. Fraser Matthewes and about twenty hands required for that
object?

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 8, 1864—10.20 a. m.

Major STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Ad)ut(mt (’enm al

Enemy occupies same pomtwu. All quiet this morning. My effect-
ive force this morning (infantry, cavalry, and artillery) is 1,683,
L. J. GARTRELL,

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 8, 1864—2.35 p. m.
Major STRINGFELLOW :
Iwill send morning report by courier. Inemy has constructed works
across the main road where it intersects with Gregory’s road, one mile
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(J(')().,\'AWHA'FGIUI-J, December 7, 1864—2.50 p. m.
General JONES:
Captain Kanapaux states that his vedettes report the enemy stili
landing troops at Gregory’s Point.
L. J. GARTRELL.

CHARLESTON, December 8, 1864—S8 a. m.
(Received 10.50.)
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

I arrived here last evening. (eneral Hardee reports considerable
fighting yesterday at Coosawhatchie, without definite results; enemy
holding a position near there and railroad. Heavy skirmishing at No.

2, Central railroad, with large force of enemy, which has crossed Ogee-
chee opposite that point. Fighting also at Cannouchee bridge. Enemy

has made his appearance at Hudson’s Ferry and Matthews’ Point, on
Savannah River. Gun-boat Macon is at Sister’s Ferry, with orders to
patrol river as high up as Hudson’s IFerry. Howard’s wing of Federal y
Army believed, on right bank of Ogeechee, crossing. Generals Hardee
and Jones should be supported with all available force.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

CHARLESTON, December 8, 1864—2.30 p. m.
(Received 9.50 p. m.)
General S. COOPER:
1 leave this afternoon for Pocotaligo and Savannah to confer with

Generals Jones and Hardee,
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

CHARLESTON, S. C., December 8, 1864.
Licutenant-General HARDEE,
Savannah, Ga. :

Having no army of relief to look to, and your forces being essential to
the defense of Georgia and South Carolina, whenever you shall have to
select between their safety and that of Savannah, sacrifice the latter,
and form a junction with General Jones, holding the left bank of the
Savannah River and the railroad to this place as long as possible.

G. T. BEAUREGARD. .

SPECIAL F1ELD ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS,
No. 2. Savannah, December 8, 1864.
> * * * * * *

III. Brooks® foreign battalion is transferred from Cumnming’s brigade,
MecLaws’ division, to Harrison’s brigade, Smitl’s division.
* * * * * ¥* W
By order of Lieutenant-General Hardee:
D. H. POOLE,
Assistant A djutant-General.
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GRAHAMVILLE, December 8, 1864.
[General BRAXTON BRAGG ]

The enemy are still moving on toward Savannah, obstructing the
roads in thair rear, and resisting warmly this morning. 1 cannot learn
that any force of the enemy have crossed the Savannah River. I hear
artillery firing far in my front; do not know what it means. The
Tourteenth Corps and Kilpatrick’s cavalry are on the river road, Iif-
teenth on Middle Ground road, and Seventeenth, and probably Twen-
tieth Corps, on Central railroad. I think the force on the right bank
of the Ogeechee must be small.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOS. WHEELER.

(Same sent by General Bragg to Col. John B. Sale, military secretary,
December 9, 1864.)

SISTER’S FERRY, December 8, 1864—5 p. m.
Major-General WHEELER:

GENERAL: Your two dispatches of 10 and 12.30 o’clock have been
received. Sister’s Ferry is the lowest point at which the enemy can
cross the river. There is an old ferry about twenty-five miles lower
down which has been discontinued for near thirty years, and I have
a strong picket there and an engineer throwing up works. No flats or
boats there to cross with. A gun-boat which was up here to protect
this crossing has gone down to the railroad bridge to protect that point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
C. J. COLCOCK,
Colonel Third South Carolina Cavalry.

CHARLESTON, December 8, 1864—11 a. m.
Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES:
Have measures been adopted for obstructing with torpedoes all roads
leading from Savannah River ferry toward Port Royal? Are services
of Mr. Fraser Matthewes and about twenty hands required for that

object?
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 8, 1864—10.20 . m.
Major STRINGFELLOW, .
Asststant Adjutant-General:
Enemy occupies same position. All quiet this morning. My effect-
ive force this morning (infantry, cavalry, and artillery) is 1,683.
L. J. GARTRELL,

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 8, 1864—2.35 p. m.
Major STRINGFELLOW :

Twill send morning report by courier. Enemy has construeted works
across the main road where it intersects with Gregory’s road, one mile
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distant. We cannot dislodge them with small pieces; it might be done
by a movement from the direction of Tullifinny bridge. I have ordered
them fired into.
L. J. GARTRELL,
Brigadier-General.

SAVANNAH, December 9, 1864.
(Reecived 6.55.)
General S. COOPER:

I arrived here this morning to confer with General Hardee.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

SAVANNAH, December 9, 1864.
(Received 6.45.)
General S. COOPER:
Enemy’s forces are reported to be on river road, Middle Ground road,
Central railroad, and Louisville road, about ten miles from city.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

SAVANNAH, December 9, 1864.
(Received 10.55.)
General S. COOPER:

Brigadier-General Elliott, being temporarily in the department, has
been assigned to eommand Third Sub-Distriet of South Carolina dur-
ing the present emergency.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

SAVANNAH, GA., December 9, 1864.
Lieut. Gen. W. J. HARDEER,
Commanding, &c.:

GENERAL: It is my desire, after the consultation that has taken
place, that you should hold this city so long as in your judgment it
may be advisable to do so, bearing in mind that should you have to
decide between a sacrifice of the garrison or city, you will preserve the
garrison for operations elsewhere.

Very respectfully, yours, &c., -
G. T. BEAUREGARD,

General.
SPECIAL F1ELD ORDERS, } HEADQUARTERS,
No. 203. In the Field, Savannah, December 9, 1564.

I. Major-General Ransom is placed temporarily in command of the
Second and Third Sub-Districts of South Carolina.

11. Col. Alfred Rhett is placed temporarily in command of Second
Sub-District of South Carolina.
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IT1. Brig. Gen. Stephen Elliott is assigned to the temporary command
of the Third Sub-District of South Carolina, the western limit of which
is extended to Rantowles Creek, as formerly existed.

By command of Lieutenant-General Hardee:

T. B. ROY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

DECEMBER 9, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER,

“ Commanding Cavalry Corps:

GENERAL: Captain Thomas, of Perrin’s regiment, has just got in
from the other side of Ogeechee. He reports that about two divisions
of infantry, 600 cavalry, and 3,000 beef-cattle were passing down the
other side that stream. He followed them twelve miles beyond Swains-
borough. Captain Thomas also reports that he saw a dispatch from
General Bragg to you going toward Augusta to inform you that a
steawer and several small boats were at Augusta subject to your orders.
In this connection I would call your attention to the fact that not one
of your couriers have brought me a dispatch on this campaign until the
circular this morning. KEven the dispatch sent yesterday morning,
when our headquarters were on the same road and only five miles apart,
was handed me to-day by one of myown men. .

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. W. FERGUSON,
Brigadier-General.

SAVANNAH, December 9, 1864.
Major-General JONES:

Information is that Yankee scouts, in guise of Wheeler’s stragglers,
have found means to communicate with enemy on the coast. Tell your
subordinates to look to it.

W. J. HARDEE.

CHARLESTON, December 9, 1864—5.15 a. m.
General SAM. JONES:

Will send the cavalry company at once by rail unless you wish it to
march, Am attending now to torpedoes; will use every exertion to

send some during day.
H. W. FEILDEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

PocoraLiGo, December 9, 1864—12 m.
Lieut. Gen. W. J. IIARDEE,
Savannah :
About 9 a. m. the enemy opened a heavy tire fromn ten or twelve guns
on the railroad between Tullifinny trestle and Coosawhatchie, and fol-
lowed it up by an infantry attack. We still hold the road, and the fire
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has slackened. General Robertson is commanding there in person. If
Generals Chesnut’s and Young’s [troops] can possibly be spared for a
few days I respectfully urge that I be allowed to keep them. They, or
some other troops, are absolutely essential to hold this road.
SAM. JONES,
Major-General.

SAVANNAH, December 9, 1864.
General SAMUEL JONES:
In addition to General Young’s men, which 1 ordered you to take,

apply to General Chesnut to send you the 500 men which I ordered
from him to Savannah.
W. J. HARDEE,

PocoraLico, December 9, 1864—6.45 p. m.

Lieut. Gen. W, J. HARDEE,
Savannah :

The enemy kept up heavy artillery fire on railroad from 9 this morn-
ing, occasionally engaging with their infantry. About 4.30 this evening
they made vigorous attack, and after two hours and a half hard fighting
were repulsed. Their effort to get possession of the road seems more
determined and persistent, and I.apprehend the attack will be renewed
to-night or in the morning. Have ordered up a part of Chesnut’s force
and Young’s dismounted men.

SAM. JONES,
Major-General.

PocorALiGo, December 9, 1864—7 p. m.
Capt. H. W, FEILDEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Charleston :

The enemy renewed the attack vigorously near Coosawhatchie about
4.30 o'clock this evening, and after two hours and a half hard fighting
were repulsed. Hurry forward any troops coming this way.

SAM. JONES,
Major-General,

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 9, 1864—9.25 a. m.
Major STRINGFELLOW :

The enemy opened their batteries on the railroad about 9 o’clock.
Nearly all the shells fall short. I am just starting to that side, leaving
General Gartrell in command here.

B. H. ROBERTSON.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 9, 1864.
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES:

Enemy seems to have halted as uncertain in hismovement. Nothing
but desultory cannonading. There is a large extent of railroad un-
guarded, and 1 have not force sufficient to protect it. Enemy reported
cutting roaa parallel to the railroad.

B. H. ROBERTSON,

DBrigadier-General.
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COOSAWHATCHIE, December 9, 1864—3.45 p. m.
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES:
The enemy are pressing my men about one mile from Coosawhatchie.
I have nothing to defend it there but the Fifth Georgia and a regiment
of reserves. General Young informs me that General Hardee has
ordered all the troops from Grahamville to Savannah.
B. H. ROBERTSON,
Brigadier-General,

COOSAWHATCHIE, [ Décember] 9, 1864—35 p. m.
Maj. Gen. S. JONEs:
Qur men are fighting splendid; I think we will hold the road.
B. H. ROBER'SON,
Brigadier-General,

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 9, 1864—5.40 p. m.
Major STRINGFELLOW :

The enemy has been signally repulsed in every attempt to get pos-
session of the railroad after two hours and a half hard fighting, in
which the enemy lost considerable ground. Everything is again quiet.
The extent of casualties not yet known, owing to the inaccessible
nature of the ground. Among the wounded is Brigadier-General Gar-

trell; not dangerously.
B. H. ROBERTSON.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 9, 1864—6.20 p. m.
Major-General JONES:

One of enemy’s guns is still shelling the railroad. Wounld it not be
well to send the 20-pounder Parrott guns to Coosawhatchie? [ would
like to get together the guns of the different batteries now silenced.
Can I take the guns from Grahamville and Bee’s Creek which belong

to Stuart’s battery ?
B. H. ROBERTSON,

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 9, 1864—9.40 p. m.
Major-General JONES:

Send Webb’s 20-pounder Parrotts to report before daylight to Briga-
dier-General Young at the left of my line The enemy must be driven
from his breast-works if possible. Have you any more artillery that
you can send?

B. H. ROBERTSON.

GRAHAMVILLE, December 9, 1864—2.40 p. m.
Major-General JONES:

Eleven vessels of enewmny lying off our front. Kirk’s squadron cannot
be spared without endangering the entire line. Young’s command and

60 R R—VOL XLIV
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500 militia are at depot awaiting a locomotive to move; General Har-
dee has ordered them to Savannah. Have telegraphed to know if
they can be sent to you.
JAS. CHESNUT,
Brigadier-General.

GRAHNAMVILLE, Decemoer 9, 1864—:3.20 p. m.
Maj. GGen. S. JONES:

Colonel Griffin with 500 militia has just started for Coosawhatchie.
General Young will follow with his command.
JAS. CHESNUT, Jr.,
Brigadier-General.

CHARLESTON, December 10, 1864.
(Received 11.30 11th.)
General S. COOPER:
Telegraphic and railroad commum('atmn interr uptod beyond Savan-
nah River; supposed by enemy’s forces.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
Generol.

SisTER’S FERRY, December 10, 1864—11 a. m.
Lieut. M. G. HUDSON,
Aide-de-Camp :

LIEUTENANT: Your dispatch of this morning has been received.
Our forces are moving down the river, as the general has directed,
leaving a picket at each of the ferries as we pass them. General An-
derson’s men have been sent lower down this morning. As the rest of
the stragglers and detachments from the general’s corps are collected,
we will send them on to a point lower down and keep opposite to you.
Most of the forage below this point has been already consumed, but
above there is an abundance. Our forces number about 500 men now,
To-morrow we will no doubt have more, as we have heard that there
are about 500 of your command at Lrown IFerry, and have sent for
them. Colonel Colcock is absent just at this time from headquarters.
‘When he returns will reply more fully.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
THOS., H. COLCOCK,
Adjutant.

The couriers to General Hardee went through from Grahamville, S,
C., and would not report to this point, therefore cannot say if they
have returned; but as communication wag not interrupted up to 10
o’clock yesterday, presume they have.

CIRCULAR.| IN THE FIELD, December 10, 1864.
Soldiers! While you have been engaged gallantly fighting the enemy

a band of thieves and stragglers have spread over the country robbing

and insulting the wives and children of your brother soldiers who are
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opposing the invaders upon other fields. These snldiqrs expect pro-
tection from you, aud I appeal to every officer and soldier of this com-
mand to assist in arresting and bringing to justice these depredators,
who claim to belong to the command, and by their conduct are bring-
ing disgrace upoun you and distress upon citizens, the families of com-

rades in arms.
JOS. WHELELER,
Major-General,

CHARLESTON, December 10, 1864,
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES,
Pocotaligo :
‘When plans tor proposed attack shall have been completed notify
me of the fact, as I may be able to send you 500 more troops.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

PocoTAL1IGO, December 10, 1864—5.15 p. m.
Capt. H. W. FEILDEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Charleston:

There has been very little shelling of the road to-day and some slight
picket-firing. In other respects all quiet to-day.
SAM. JONES,
Magjor-General,

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 10, 1864.
Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES:
The 20-pounder Parrotts could be very eftective from the battery here;

can you not send them?
B. H. ROBERTSON,
Brigadier-General.

CoOSAWHATCHIE, December 10, 1864—12.10.
Major-General JONES:
Nothing has transpired to-day. The enemy seems to be chiefly oceu-
pied in felling trees. 1 have ordered our skirmishers pushed forward.
B. H. ROBERTSON,
Brigadier-General,

COOSAWIIATCHIE, December 10, 1864—2.20 p. m.

Maj. Gen. S. JONES:

General Young reports enemy in his intrenchments one mile from
railroad. Everything has been quiet to-day. I have ordered a recon-
naissance on my left and rear. Will report.

B. L. ROBERTSON.
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CHARLESTON, December 11, 1864,
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

General Hardee reports yesterday from Savannah enemy have ap-
peared in force along whole of his main line. Skirmishing and artillery
firing throughout the day. No serious attack yet. No report received
from General Hood since 28th ultimo.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

CHARLESTON, December 11, 1864.
; (Received 3 a. m. 12th.)
General S. COOPER:

No further reports from General Hardee since this morning’s tele-
gram. All quiet to-day near Coosawhatchie. Preparations are being
made to dislodge enemy at that point.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

CONFIDENTIAL. | HEADQUARTERS,
Savannah, December 11, 1864.
Major-General McLAWS,
Commanding Division:

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Hardee directs me to say that the
supply of ammunition at this place is limited, especially for artillery,
and desires that you take measures to prevent the useless waste of it.
He wishes you to impress upon your commanding officers the necessity
for economy, and to instruct them to prevent any unnecessary firing.

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
, D. H. POOLE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

DECEMBER 11, 1864—1 p. m.

CoLONEL: The enemy have little or no cavalry in my front. As far
as can be ascertained they have a considerable force of infantry. They
are encamped near a creek and beyond it from us. The creek can only
be crossed on the bridge, in consequence of swamps on either side. I
dismounted a portion of the command and tried to drive them off, but
they are too strong. The camp has the appearance of at least a
brigade. It is difficult to obtain accurately their force. Pickets have
been exchanging shots with them ocecasionally during the morning.
Small arms can be distinetly heard in direction of Savannah.

I am, colonel, respeetiully, &e.,
JOS. II. LEWIS,

Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,
Savannah, Ga., December 11, 1864.
Maj. Gen. JOSEPH WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry Corps :
GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Hardee asks your special attention
to the matter of picketing the Savannah River from the railroad bridge
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to the city. The enemy have captured some flats on the island planta-
tions, and may cross and strike our line of communication between
Screven’s Ferry and Hardeeville. The general thinks there should be
1,000 men on this service. He has dispatched Brigadier-General An-
derson on the subject, but does not know whether his dispatch has
been received. :
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T, B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Savannah, December 11, 1864—0G p. m.

Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry :

Lieutenant-General Hardee is apprehensive that the enemy may
eross the Savannah River between the railroad bridge and the city on
flats captnred on the island plantations and get on his line of communi-
cation. He considers it important to provide against such a contin-
geney, and desires you to transfer to the left bank of the river a suffi-
cient force to protect his left flank. He also thinks it best that you
should cross the river and establish yonr headquarters at Hardeeville,
or some other convenient locality.

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

CoOLUMBIA, December 11, 1864.
President DAvIS:

It is to be feared the force at Coosawhatchie is insufficient to save
the road. I have ordered out all the State forces that can be spared.
Cannot some of the infantry and cavalry from this State be sent to her
assistance? The loss of that road will isolate Savannah. .

M. L. BONHAM,

CHARLESTON, December 11, 1864,

‘Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES:

General Hartlee applies for two of your Georgia regimentsto re-enforce
or support him. It is essential that you should dislodge enemy in your

front soon as possible.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

CHARLESTON, December 11, 1864—2.15 p. m.
Maj. Gen. SAM. JONES:

For [sic] movements additional troops could be withdrawn from Gen-
eral C&hesnut] by baving trains ready to carry them to and from
G[rahamville]. Beware of deserters, and make use of false rumors to
conceal your operations.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

-
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CHARLESTON, December 11, 1864—16 p. m,
Maj. Gen. S. JONES:
Should enemy begin to retire from your front send re-enforcements
called for by General Hardee and to lines of Ifourth and Fifth Sub-
Districts, especially the latter; in that event callin time for transporta-

tion.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General, Commanding.

Pocorarico, December 11, 1864—S8 p. m.

General G. T. BEAUREGARD,
Charleston :

My engineer officer reports enemy strongly intrenched, both flanks
and rear of works protected by thickly wooded swamp. I cannot col-
lect more than 1,200 good infantry for the attack, and I have not yet
reliable information of their numerical strength. Chesnut reports
transport with troops passed down by Hazzard’s Point this morning;
thinks they are going to Red Bluff or New River bridge. I have
directed him to send guard there. General Young has gone to Hardee-
ville; says General Hardee ordered him to take command of all cav-
alry on this side of Savannah River. That interferes with brigade
organization here and I have ordered him back.

SAM. JONES,
Major-General.

JOOSAWHATCHIE, December 11, 1864—1.40 p. m.

Major-General JONES:

The enemy is reported throwing out skirmishers down the Coosaw-
hatchie River, with his right a few hundred yards below the county
bridge. I have made the proper disposition to meet him.

B. H. ROBERTSON,
Brigadier-General.

[Indorsement. |

A cipher telegram from Charleston needs attention. What you have
to do must be executed at once or a considerable part of your means
will be taken away.

C. 8. S.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 11, 1864.
Major-General JONES:
The enemy was only establishing a picket along the viver. When is
General Taliaferro coming ?
B. H. ROBERTSON,

Brigadier-General.
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PocoTALIGO, December 11, 1864—10.45 a. m.
Brig. Gen. JAMEs CHESNUT,
Grahamville :

So far as yet known position of enemy same as yesterday evening.
Pickets in your front and toward Bluffton must be on alert, and give
earliest information of any movement of enemy in that direction. Send
without delay by special courier return showing name of each organiza-
tion and its commmander, and the effective strength of each.

SAM. JONES,
Major-General.

GRAHAMVILLE, December 11, 1864—2.45 p. m.
General SAMULL JONES:

My pickets report that a transport with troops passed Hazzard’s
Point this morning, going down the river. I think it well to look to
New River bridge and Red Bluft'; will make dispositions to that end,
if you approve. Please answer at once.

JAS. CHESNUT, Jr.

AUGUSTA, December 12, 1864.
Col. JouN B. SALE: .
The telegraph having been cut we get nothing from Savannah. A
dispatch from Wheeler gives copy of enemy’s order for the line of in-
vestment around Savannah. It is about eight miles from the city, and

was to have been reached on 9th.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

CHARLESTON, December 12, 1864—11.30 p. m.
(Received 9.45 13th.)
teneral S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

Lieutenant-General Hardee reports enemy developed in strong force
along his entire front yesterday, and that he has been compelled to
extend his lines. He asks for immediate re-enforcements.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

HEADQUARTERS,
Savannah, Ga., December 12, 1864—10 p. m.
Major-General McLAWS,
Commanding, &e., Telfair House:

GENERAL: Yours of 9 p. m,,inclosing a dispateh from Brigadier-
General Mercer, has been received, and I am directed by Lientenant-
General Hardee to say, in reply, that, in case of an attack on General
Mercer’s right, he hopes you will be able to give hiin more assistance
than that indicated in your dispatch. His impression is that you have
the Lighteenth Georgia Regulars in reserve. The general considers it
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nnadvisable to withdraw Miller’s company from Thunderbolt. Upon
consultation with the engineers it has been decided that neither of the
canal bridges would bear the weight of the Blakely gun, and Colonel
Jones has sent you two field pieces from Hamilton’s battalion instead.
Four of the rockets required have been sent to you, and the remainder
will be taken by the bearer of this dispateh.
Very respecttull), general, your obedient servant

T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adﬂct(mt General.

GENERAL FIELD ORDERS, HpQrs. McLAWS’ DIVISION,
No. 1. } Telfair Place, December 12, 1864.

1. The staff of the major-general commanding is announced as fol-
lows: Maj. J. S. Williains, assistant inspector-general; Capt. R. W. B.
Elliott, assistant adjutant-general; Capt. M. P. King, assistant inspec-
tor-general; Capt. G. B. Lamar, aide-de-camp and acting assistant
adjutant-general; Capt. A. Huguenin, aide-de-camp; Capt. J. A. Max-
well, acting chief artillery and ordnance; Surg. John D. Patton, chief
surgeon division; Capt. N. B. Brown, chief quartermaster.

II. The headquarters of the division are for the present located at
Telfair Place.

By order of Maj. Gen. L. McLaws: .

R. W. B. ELLIOTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Ri1CHMOND, VA., December 12, 1864.
Governor BONHAM,
Columbia, 8. C.:

Yours of the 11th instant received. I have for some time realized the
importance of adding veteran troops to the force assembled to resist
Sherman, and have corresponded with General Lee on the subject.
The recent operations of the enemy have increased the previously en-
tertained estimate of the danger of detaching troops from the Army of
Virginia. My anxiety will render me prompt to respond to your re-
quest should it become practicable to do so, and General Lee will in no
degree withhold any further assistarce which he can give consistently
with the safety of his position.

JEFI'N DAVIS.

PocorALiGo, December 12, 1864.
General B. BracGa,
Augusta :

General Jones is ont inspeeting his lines in front. Will deliver your
dispatch on his return. General Beauregard is in Charleston. No news
from Savannah to-day. Enemy reported to have burned trestle at Sa-
vannah River yesterday. Heavy cannonading heard here. The route
to Savannah by Hardeeville and Sereven’s Ferry was open last evening,
and I presume is still. Knemy still in our immediate front in force.

Respectfully,
CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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CHARLESTON, December 12, 1864.
General SAM. JONES:

Have rice fields, as ordered, been overflowed? Send a reliable officer
to break and destroy the roads to the Savannah River through the rice
fields. He can get negro labor from planters.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

CHARLESTON, December 12, 1864,
General SAMUEL JONES:

If the enemy be too strongly fortified in your front to be dislodged
complete your own intrenchments, and send at once re-enforcements to
New River, Red Bluff, and points east of Screven’s Ferry Causeway
where enemy might land. Your action relative to General Young must
be referred to General Hardee.

; G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

CHARLESTON, December 12, 1864,
Major-General JONES:

Lieutenant-Colonel Brown’s detachment and battery are sent for
attack, if it takes place; otherwise, to replace for forty-eight hours
troops you may have sent to protect points on New River.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

JHARLESTON, December 12, 1864—7 p. m.
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES:

The boats are completed only for rowing. No track has even [been{
made for pontoon, nor can lumber be had without delay. Will senc
boats and oars as ferries unless 1 hear further. If lumber can be had
will forward. All well.

W. H. BCHOLS,
Magor, &e.

HARDEEVILLE, December 12, 1864.
(Received 10.55 p. m.)
Major-General JONES:

There is a guard of fifty men at the bridge; the bridge has been
destroyed. A party of Yankees from Sherman’s army landed at Hay-
ward’s plantation to-day; destroyed some houses, aud scouts report
they have gone. It seems to me that this is the most important place
Just now. Can you send some troops here, with some artillery? Sher-
man must be aware that our only communication with Savannah is by
Screven’s Ferry. He will do all in his power to cut it; I believe he is
doing it mow. If my opinion is worth anything I should say intrenclh
where you are, and come here with all that can be spared. I hope you
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will urge upon the railroad men the necessity of keeping at least two
trains this side Coosawhatchie. If I had an engine I would run np and
have a talk with you. I will execute your orders at once.
Most respectfully,
P. M. B. YOUNG,
Brigadier-General.

AUGUSTA, December 13, 1864.
Jol. JOHN B. SALE:
I go to Charleston to-morrow to see General Beauregard, at his
request. He has assigned me to duty.
BRAXTON BRAGG.

RicuyMonD, VA., December 13, 1861.
General G.T. BEAUREGARD,
Charleston, 8. C.:

I have aunxiously desired to send re-enforcements, but events have
rendered it impracticable to add to those forwarded some time since.
Should a change of circumstances render it possible to do more no
time will be lost in doing so. Should the enemy’s tleet be detached for
operations against Savannah the opportunity will be presented for our
squadron at Charleston to assume the offensive, and perhaps to destroy
his depot at Port Royal.

JEIT'N DAVIS.

RIcuaMOND, VA., December 13, 1864.

General . T. BEAUREGARD,
Charleston, S. C.:

Your last dispatch was communicated to General Lee. He replies
as follows:

Every available man at the South should now be sent to Savannah. As long as
Grant retains his present force here I do not think this army (Northern Virginia)
can be weakened. It he withdraws any part I can detach proportionately. If the
Department thinks otherwise I will send whatever it directs.

8. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspecior General.

CHARLESTON, Decemoer 13, 1864—9.15 p. m.
(Received 9.20 14th.)
General S. COOPER:

General Hardee reports to-day from Savannah enemy felt his lines
sharply Saturday and Sunday, but was comparatively guiet yesterday
and has made no serions demonstration to-day. A battery opened yes-
terday on IFort McAllister, and Major Anderson expected to be attacked
to-day by a column along right bank of Ogeechee. General Jones
reports notbing new on line of Savannah railroad. No reports from
General Hood since the 28th ultimo.

BEAUREGARD,
General.
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CHARLESTON, S. C., December 13, 1864.
Lieutenant-General HARDEE,
Savannah, Ga. :

About 450 men will be sent you to-day with instructions to General
Jones to divert them, if necessary, to defenses of New River and those
east of Screven’s Ferry Causeway. These re-enforcements are the last
you and Jones, who is subject to your orders,can hope for. Keep your-
self well advised, through staft officers and otherwise, of his ability to
hold your communication, for Savannah must be held only so long as is
consispent with the safety of its garrison.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

SAVANNAH, December 13, 1864.
Maj. Gen. L. McLAWS:

GENERAL: Your dispatch of to-day in regard to communicating with
Fort McAllister reached me this evening. Prior to its reception a tele-
gram had been received from Beaulieu announcing the fall of the fort.
It was carried by assault near sundown, after severe and continuous
fighting throughout the day. A subsequent dispatch from the com-
manding officer at Rosedew states that a communication by signal had
been received from TFort McAllister, without signature, reporting the
loss of the work and representing the officers unhurt, with the excep-
tion of Captain Morrison, reported wounded.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD C. ANDERSON,
Colonel, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS,

4 Savannah, Ga., December 13, 1864.
Maj. Gen, JOSEPH WHEELER:

I am instructed by Lieutenant-General Hardee to repeat that he con-
siders it important that a force of your command should be promptly
transferred to the vicinity of Hardeeville for the seeurity of that depot
and to protect his line of communication, which may be threatened
from New River as well as from the Savannah.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

PURYSBURG, December 13, 1864.
Maj. Gen. J. WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry Corps:
I have received your request of this day’s date to cross troops of your
command over the Savannah River at Sister’s Ferry. 1 will proceed
promptly and effect the object of your request.

Very respectfully,
W W. HUNTER,
Flag Officer.
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CHARLESTON, December 13, 1864—1 p. m.
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES:

Your attention is specially called again to safety of defenses on New
River and east of the Screven’s Ferry Causeway; they are as essential
to safety of forces in Savannah as the position you now hold. Send in
time [to] those points any re-enforcements required to hold them;
about 450 men are being sent to-day to General Hardee; youn are au-

thorized to divert them to those points if necessary.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

COOSAWHATCHIE, December 13, 1864.
Major STRINGFELLOW :
There is no change in immediate front. Enemy is very busy cutting
an avenue from his battery on his extreme left to command the railroad
just below this point. He was, I think, hauling heavy guns last night,

from the noise and the urging on of animals heard all night. Itis too - "

foggy to observe the number of vessels.
W. B. TALIAFERRO,
Brigadier-General.

CoOSAWHATCHIE, December 13, 1864.
Major STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant A(?j'utcmt General:

The enemy are shelling the Dawson Bluff battery and the raﬂxoad
in vicinity of these headquarters from a battery on Gregory’s Neck.
Send an engineer to strengthen the works at Dawson Bluft at once.

W. B. TALIAFERRO,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

PocoraLrico, December 13, 1864—4.50 p. m.
Brig. Gen. W, B. TALIAFERRO,
Coosawhatchie :

General Young has just telegraphed that the enemy has crossed the
river at Taylor’s, and are eight miles of Red Bluft. Send the men and
the three pileces of artillery to Hardeeville, and notify General Young.

By order:
CHAS. 8. STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

GRAHAMVILLE, December 13, 1864.
Maj. C. S. STRINGFELLOW,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

Fleet report: One ship of the line, one steam frigate, one sloop of war,
one cutter, four gun-boats, eight armed vessels, forty-six sail transports,
oneocean steaer, five river and tug boats; total transports, fifty-two;
grand total, sixty. The river boats actively plying among the fleet off
Hilton Head; four schooners going seaward, no troops aboard. No
boats passed down Broad River this a. m.

R. J. BROWNFIELD,
Lieutenant and Signal Officer.
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GRAHAMVILLE, December 13, 1864.

General JONES:

Brigadier-General Young asks for 100 men and a section of artillery
to attack some men who have landed on Huger’s and Rutledge’s plan-
tations, on Savannah River. I earnestly request that you send Captain
Hevward’s company of cavalry and section of horse artillery now with
General Taliaferro. Please answer,

JAS CHESNUT, Jr.,
Brigadier-General,

E1¢GHT MILES FROM PURYSBURG CROSSING,
December 13, 1864—2 p. m.
General SAMUEL JONES:
The enemy have crossed the river at Taylor’s plantation, within eight
miles of Red Bluff. Let the troops come at once, with any train you
can get, and ag many more troops as you can spare. The enemy have

cavalry.
4 P. M. B. YOUNG,
Brigadier-General.

HARDEEVILLE, December 13, 1864—10.30 p. m.
General SAMUEL JONES:
Just returned from Taylor’s and Rutledge’s plantations. The enemy,
with a small foree, had crossed to the mainland. We easily drove them
off. There is a force, I think small, on Argyle Island yet. I will drive

them off to-morrow if I can.
P. M. B. YOUNG,
Brigadier-General.

CHARLESTON, December 13, 1864,
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES:
Am trying to get the Napoleons for you.
C. K. HUGER,
Major, &e.

CHARLESTON, December 14, 1864.
(Received 15th.)
General S, COOPER:

By telegram received to-day Lieutenant-General Hardee reports that
enemy carried Fort McAllister by assault yesterday atternoon, and is
making preparation to attack Rosedew in reverse. His scouts report
an increase m number of steamers and sail vessels about Fort Pulaski
and of the force on Tybee Island. All quiet about Coosawhatchie.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,
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RicuMonD, VA., December 14, 1864,
Col. J. C. IvEs,
Aide-de-Camp :

Sir: You will proceed to Charleston and report to General Beaure-
gard. Your familiarity with the defenses and localities now threatened
by the enemy will be of service to him. You will keep me advised
from there, cither by telegraph or mail, of what is transpiring in that
quarter.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEFI'N DAVIS.

SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS,
No. 9. Savannah, December 14, 1864.
* * * * * * *

IIT. Major-General Wheeler is charged with the defense of the line
east of Screven’s Ferry Causeway and along New River to Hardeeville.
Reports connected with the defense of that line will be made to these
headquarters, and also to Major-General Jones, commanding on the
Charleston and Savannah Railroad.

By order of Lieutenant-General Hardee:

D. . POOLE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HARDEEVILLE, December 14, 1864—6.45 p. m.

General SAMUEL JONES:

There are a good many of the enemy on Argyle Island; several hun-
dred can be seen. They are running all the rice mills on the island. I
intended to go down and attack them all along the line with artillery
and sharpshooters to-morrow. I will not be able to do much if you
take away the section you ordered me to send back; it was six miles
off when I got the order, but it is coming back, and will leave here by
10 o’clock, unless you permit me to retain it for two days. We skir-
mished a little to-day. The enemy were at Chisholm’s plantation, two
miles from railroad bridge. I could use twelve pieces to great advan-
tage to-morrow if I had them. Answer.

P. M. B. YOUNG,

Brigadier-General.

CHARLESTON, December 15, 1864.

Col. JOHN B. SALE,
Military Secretary, Richmond :

My services not being longer needed in this department I shall leave
this evening for Wilmington and resume my command. Sherman has
opened communication with his new base by the Ogeechee. The means
to meet him do not exceed one-half the estimate in yours of the 7th
instant. Notify Mrs. B. of my return, and wish for her and Major
Cuthbert to join me in Wilmington, the latter temporarily. ;

BRAXTON BRAGG.
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CHARLESTON, December 15, 1864.
(Received 1Z p. m.)
General S. COOPER:

If enemy take Savannah it is evident that by using the river as a
base he may cut the Augusta railroad at many points, aud Charleston
would then become soon after untenablo I have ordered river
obstructed at many points.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

CHARLESTON, December 15, 1864.
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:
Lieutenant-General Hardee has nothing new to report to-day. There
are 5,000 prisoners at Thomasville, Ga., that should be removed to

Andel sonville. Will you please give the necessary orders.
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

CHARLESTON, December 15, 1864,
General S. COOPER:

General Hardee reports at Savannah, on 9th, his effectives of all arms
at about 10,000. General Jones 1ep01tb from Pocotahgo, on 12th, his
etfectives of all arms at about 3 5,500. There is no report from General
Wheeler, but his forces must be about 3,000,

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

CHARLESTON, December 15, 1864.
General S. COOPER:

General Beauregard has ordered rations for 15,000 men for sixty days
to be collected in Charleston. Am informed depot commissary has on
hand 500,000 pounds of sugar; large portion ordered to Richmond.
In present deficiency of meat rations cannot the sugar be detained
here for General Hardee?

H. W. FEILDEN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

CHARLESTON, December 15, 1864.
(Received 12 p. m.)
General S. COOPER:

My instructions to Lieutenant-General IIardee are based on the fact
that, having no army of relief to look to, it is more important, after
proper resistance, to save our troops and material than to sacrifice all
by too protracted defense. I desire being informed if these instruc-
tions are approved by the War Depmtment, and are applicable to
Charleston as well as Savannah.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,
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SAVANNAH, December 15, 1864,
(Via Hardeeville 16th.)
His Excellency President DAvVIS:

Sherman has secured a water base, and Foster, who is already nearly
on my communications, can be safely and expeditiously re-enforced.
Unless assured that force sufficient to keep open my communications
can be sent me, 1 shall be compelled to evacuate Savannah,

W. J. HARDEL,
Lieutenant-General.

CHARLESTON, 8. C., December 15, 1864—11.30 a. m.

Lieutenant-General HARDEE,
Savannah, Ga.:

Under no circumstances must you be cut off from junction of your
forces with those of General Jones; the safety of Georgia and South
Carolina depends upon the results.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

CHARLESTON, December 15, 1864.
Lieutenant-General HARDEE:

Should there be noworks at Tunbridge and Mongan’s Landings, east
of Screven’s Ferry Causeway, have them erected forthwith. Rifle pits
and batteries for two field pieces might answer for the present. Have
creeks leading [to] them obstructed with oak trees or piles and torpe-
does. Colonel Clarke, engineer, can inform you.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Savannah, Ga., December 15, 1864—S p. m.
Maj. Gen. JOSEPH WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry Corps, Izard’s Place, Savannah River:
GENERAL: Your dispatch of 3.30 p. m. has been received, and I am
directed by Lieutenant-General Hardee to say, in reply, that Ferguson’s
brigade had better be sent over at once. If the need of it should prove
to be greater on the left than on the right bank of the river it can be
returned to you.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SAVANNAH, GA., December 15, 1864—10.15 p. m.
General WHEELER: .

GENERAL: The eney is reported at Verard’s plantation in consid-
able force. It isall important they should be driven from that position
without [delay]. Tor this purpose take any portion of the command
you destined for this side of the river.

Respectinlly,
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General,

{

)

P . 9
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY COMMAND,
On North Bank Savannal River, Guerard’s House,
: December 15, 1561,
Licutenant HUDSON,
Aide-de-Camp :
LIBUTENANT: [ have the honor to report to the major-general com-
manding the state of the forces under my command. I inclose a gen-
eral order which I issued this afternoon defining the position of' each
portion of the troops. Colonel Coleock has since come in and reports
that but one of his companies has come from the terries above the
railroad bridge; the other companies have remained, owing to an
order from a major claiming to belong to General Bragg’s staff, who
ordered them to remain to keep up a courier line. Thus Colonel (‘ol-
cock is now commanding thirty men of the Sounth Carolina reserve
troops and 165 Kentuckians of Lewis’ brigade, mider Major Mynheir;
(‘olonel Bird is commanding my brigade, with an effective toree of not
exceeding 200 men, and Captain lve commands 130 men of General
Young’s brigade. With these 500 men I have a river front to guard of
thirty miles, every foot of which is accessible to the enemy in the rice
Hats they are using npon the river. The consequence is that nearly
every man is upon picket duty every day, and no force is left to re-en-
force the pickets when they are driven in. If the three companies of
Colonel Colcock’s regiment, the Third South Carolina, and the Eighth
and Tenth Contederate Regiments, of my brigade, all of whom are now
dismonnted and in the trenches around Savannal, could be transferred
to this side, the force wonuld be more adequate to the work to be per-
l formed. As it is, I dislike very mueh being responsible for a position
such as this, and most earnestly ask to be re-enforced.
I have the honor to be, lieutenant, very respectfully, yours,
R. H. ANDERSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

. S.—LisuTuNANT: Your dispatch from Beech Hill just received.
Please ask the general commanding to bear in mind that the present
assignment leaves 130 of General Young’s men under my command,
which he only let me have by courtesy, and can take away when he
pleases. There will be two companies of my command nnder General
Young and one section of artillery—the artillery and one company at
Red Bluft, and one company at Bluftton.

{ Inelosure. )

GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY IFORCES,
No. — § North Bank of the Swvannah, Guerard’s House,
December 15, 1864.

I. Colonel Coleock, Third South (‘arolina Cavalry, will assume con-
mand of Major Mynheir’s detachwment, and, with it and the rest of his
command, will perform the following duty: He will, after leaving a
small picket at each of the ferries above the railroad, cover the river
well and seenrely from the railroad bridge to and including Heyward’s
upper place. g

1I. Colonel Bird will with his command cover the river well and
securely trom Smith’s to and including Moreland’s place.

[LI. Captain Eve will with his command cover well and securely the
river from Moreland’s to Screven’s 'erry. :

61l B R—VOL XL1V
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The above change will be made successively. When Coleock relieves
Colonel Bird’s pickets, above Heyward’s upper place, Colonel Bird will
relieve Captain Eve’s pickets, now above Moreland’s. Commanding
officers will instruct their pickets not to waste their ammunition by
firing on the enemy across the river, and to keep themselves con-

cealed behind the river-bank, and make every effort to prevent the
enemy landing on this side of the river

Colonel Colcock and Colonel Bird will establish immediately a courier
line between these and their headquarters.

By command ot Brig. Gen. R, H. Anderson:

' W. W. GORDON,
Assistant A djutant-General.

CHARLESTON, December 15, 1564,
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES
What is cause of delay in your attack? Increase of tents on Tybee
Island may denote reduction of force in your front. Can you not feel
enemy’s strength without exposing your proposed plans?
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

SAVANNAH, December 15, 1864,
(Via Hardeeville 3.30 a. m. 16th.)
Major-General JoNEs
Our occupation of Savannah depends on your ability to hold the
railroad. Whenever you are mnable to hold the road I must evacu-
ate. Yon must strengthen your position by throwing up works and
by making strong abatis. Inform me instantly if I¢ ostor is re-enforced
by Sherma.n or otherwise. I feel uneasy about my communications.
W. J. HARDLEI,
Lieutenant-General.

SAVANNAH, December 16, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry :

GENERAL: In assigning Colonel Coleock to the defense of New River
it would be well to give him all or as large a part of his regiment as
possible. Three companies of his regiment are here and cannot be
spared; the remainder might be gotten together. 1f you can get Col-
onel Colcock’s staft with him I would be glad to have you do so. Your
command embraces the country between New -River and the Savannah
River, and, incidentally, all other points which may be attacked in your
neighborhood.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

CHEVES’' PLACE, December 16, 1864—1.50 a. m.
Maj. Gen. JOSEPH WHEELER
Commanding Cavalry Con ps, Arm J of Tennessee:
My DEAR GENERAL: I have just left General Hardee and ali the
other generals in a council of war, My orders are (and to give you the
same from Geuneral Hardee) to go to work at once and get all the flats
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in the river from the rice canals and float them down to Savannah. I
told the general it was my intention to attack at daylight, but.
he says the attack is of no importance when compared with that of
getting the flats into the river and down to Savannah. He snggested
that probably we had not better draw the attention of the enemy to
our position until we get the ﬂ:_lts from the canals into theriver. 1 will
be with you by 7 a. m., and will be most happy to serve under your
command. General Hardee desires that we use every man that we can
to getting out these flats. _
T am, general, most respectfully, yours, very truly,
P. M. B. YOUNG,

CHEVES PLACE, FOUR MILES FROM SCREVEN'S I'ERRY,
December 16, 1864. (Via Hardeeville 7 p. m. 17th.)
Maj. Gen. SAMUEL JONES:

Did not get your dispatch until early this morning, and as 1 had to
attack to-day, could not come. I was at Savannah last night with a
council of war. I will come over to have a talk with you to-morrow, if
possible. I think there is about a brigade of the enemy on Argyle
Island. They moved up this morning opposite Izard’s place, and ap-
peared as if they were going to cross. I attacked with artillery and
sharpshooters. They retired after a warm little skirmish. They still
oceupy theisland. 1 will send up Kanapaux’s section early to-morrow
norning.

P. M. B. YOUNG.

CHARLESTON, December 16, 1864,
Major-General JONES:

Colonel Brown’s command, from Second and Third Sub-Districts, in-
cluding battery, must return to-day if attack is to take place to-morrow.
You will call for them when immediately needed. 1 will be with you at
about 2 p. m. to-day.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,

General,

WILMINGTON, December 17, 1864.
His Excellency the PRESIDENT:

After a conference with General Beauregard, 1 determined, as he had
no duty to assign me, to return, under the authority of your dispatch,
and resume the command of this department.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

RICHMOND, December 17, 1864.
General G. T. BEAUREGARD,
Charleston, N, C.:

The spirit of your instructions to General Hardee relative to the
defense of Savannah is approved. It is hoped Savannah may be sue-
cessfully defended, but the defense should not be too protracted to the
sacrifice of the garrison. The same remark is applicable to Charleston.
‘We must rely upon your judgment to make the fullest possible defense
cousistent with the safety of the garrison.

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.
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RicaMOND, VA., December 17, 1864,
General W, J. IIARDEE,
Savannah, Ga.:

Beyond the force sent sometime since to Augusta, General Lee has
not thus far found himself able to detach troops from his command.
Should a change of cireumstances permit further aid to be sent no time
will be lost.  Whether General Beauregard can secure the c¢ommuni-
cation between Charleston and Savannah in the contingency referred
to by you he can best inform you. Close observation will, I hope, ena-
ble you to know when the enemy shall send (rom your front any con-
siderable force, that you may then provide for the safety of your com-
munications and make the dispositions needful for the preservation of
your army.

JEFI'N DAVIS.

DE¢EMBER 17, 1864—12 m.
Maj. Gen. Josuru WHEELER,
Commanding, &c., at Cheves’ House:

1 am informed there is a large canal, known as the Lawrence
Canal, passing by Cheves’ farm and falling into Tunbridge Creek
near the landing. This canal should be thoroughly obstructed, and pro-
tected by infantry and artillery if necessary. It is possible that the
battery and obstructions at Tunbridge’s protect the entrance of said
canal. There are several bad places in the main road from Hardee-
ville to your headquarters; they shoull be drained and corduroyed
before another rain.

Respecttully, your obedient servant,
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

Memorandum for location of Troops.

HBEADQUARTERS,
Savannah, Ga., December 18, 1864.

First. Smitl’s division (about 2,000 men), as soon as it shall reach
Hardeeville, to go to Augusta via Charleston (transportation to be
provided beforehand).

Second. Wright’s division to be sent to Robertson’s district as soon
as it shall reach Hardeeville, General Robertson to report to Wright
temporarily to advise as to dispositions of the troops, and then to be
assigned to the command of Gartrell’s brigade. Col. G. P. Harrison to
be assigned to a brigade wherever his regiment is.

Third. McLaws’ division to go, under command of Brigadier-General
Taliaferro, to James Island as soon as it can be spared from Hardee-
ville.

Fourth. Major-General McLaws to relieve General Taliaferro of his
present command at Pocotaligo, and to defend the line of the Comba-
hee.

Fifth. Col. E. C. Anderson’s brigade to be sent to James Island
(Third Sub-District of South Carolina) as soon as i¢ shall reach Hardee-
ville.

Sixth. Young’s brigade to be increased by the Seventh Georgia Cav-
alry (dismounted), commanded by Col, 15, €. Anderson, jr,
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Seventh, W hov]u s cavalry corps (that part of it east of the Savan-
nah River) will guard the crossings of the Savannah and New Rivers,
also the landings east of b(l(‘V(‘llb Ferry Causeway, until compelled
by the enemy to retire. He will then gnard and defeud the country
between the Savannah and the defensive line in rear of the Combahee.
He will also guard the right flank of said line, resting at or near Barn-
well, to Augusta.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

SAVANNAH, December 18, 1864.

Savannah: To remain two days after our troops have evacnated the
city, to protect the evacuation; then to be ready to proceed to sea by
the way of Augustine Creek. Lieatenant McAdams to take two boats
from the dV(lllUdll to remove the torpedoes at Turner’s Rocks.

JSdll(]lg"l After the evacuation of our troops will proceed up the
river, if there are no enemy’s batteries to prevent it, and join Flag-
Oﬁlcer Hunter; otherwise, to try the passage to sea by Autrustme
Creek.

Tire-Fly: Proceed up the river to join Flag-Ofticer Hunter.

Georgia: The general commanding will give notice of the time of
dismantling Forts Jackson and Lee, when the guns will be spiked and
shots jammed in the guns. The erew will leave the ship for Sereven’s
I'erry, at the same tlmc sceuttling the ship effectually.

(xuns on lower end of Hutchinson’s Island: Spike the guns and jam
shot in them; break the carriages.

The foregoing plan was ztdopted on the advice and approval of Gen-
erals Beauregard and Hardee.

THOS. W. BRENT,
Commandant Afloat, pro tem.

Morning report.

¢ present.

Command. b Remarks.

) T R { T T D e R SR 590 641 699 | Including First Georgia
| Recrul.tu
Baker's br)gﬂde .................................... 1,922 | 2,048 | 2,133
COmpUNEEDEIREAB: . - cne v xcnrie aowtiin b momess sisoto digis s 608 | 660 711
(,umpau) E, First South Carolina Antillery........ | 80 | 82 84 |
L1 7 e B e S e S 3,200 3,431 | 3,627  Includinglightartillery.

R. W. B. ELLIOTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

IIEADQUARTERS McLAwS’ DIVISION,
Telfair Place, December 18, 1864.



966 OPERATIONS IN S, €., GA., AND FLA. (CHAP. LVL

SAVANNAH, December 18, 1864.
Maj. Gen. JOSEPH WHEELER:
General Beauregard directs me to inform you that, instead of to-day,
he will meet you at Cheves’ house about 6 a. m. to-morrow.
Respectfully, your obedient servaut,
A. R. CHISOLM,

Aide-de-Canp.

SAVANNAH, December 18, 1864.
(Via Hardeeville 19th.)
General SAM. JONES:

Send back to Florence all that part of Brooks’ forexgn battalion now
at Summerville, under guard, and turn them over to the officer com-
manding Federal prisoners, to be confined as prisoners of war. Order
the officers to rejoin their commands.

W. J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant-General.

RicnMoND, VA., December 19, 1864,

General R. E. LEE, 5
Petersburg, Va.:
The following dispateh just received from General Beauregard.

SavaNNan, December 18, 1864,
(Via Hardeeville.)
General Sherman demanded the sunrrender of Savannah yesterday of General
Hardee, which was refused. The loss of Savannah will be followed by that of the
railroad from Angusta to Charleston, and soon after of Charleston itself. Cannot
Hoke's and Johnson’s divisions be spared for the defense of South Carolina and

Georgia nntil part or whole of Hood’s army could reach Georgia?
G. T. BEAUREGARD.

I cannot realize the consequences as portrayed. But General Bragg
has just returned; if you ean have a conference with him you can better
judge. Let me have your advi-2, and, if you choose, communicate with

General Beauregard.
JETFT'N DAVIS.

HEADQUARTERS ARMY OF NORTHERN VIRGINIA,
December 19, 1864.
His Excellency JEFFERSON DAVIS:

Dispatch of to-day received. Beauregard and Hardee must judge of
necessity of evacuating Savannah. If doue troops can be saved, and
by uniting all in direction of Branchville any colomn marching on
Charleston would be threatened and communication preserved. I can-
not find that any troops have left Grant. He has united to him the
Sixth and Nineteenth Corps. If Hoke and Johnson are sent south
it will necessitate the abandonment of Richmond with the present op-

posing force.
R. 1. LEE.
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CONFIDENTIAL CIRCULAR.| HEADQUARTERS,
: Savannah, Ga., December 19, 1864.

1. The troops in and around Savannah will be transferred to-night
to the left bank of the Savannah River, and will proceed thence to
[lardeeville.

9. At dark the light batteries will, under the direction of Lientenant-
Colonel Joneés, chief of artillery, be withdrawn by hand from their posi-
tions in line with as little noise as possible, and will be sent over the
poutoon bridge to Hardeeville.

3. The troops at Whitemarsh, Forts Jackson and Bartow, will be as-
sembled at Fort Jackson by 9 p. m., and thence will proceed at once,
via Screven’s Ferry, to Hardeeville.

4. The troops at Rosedew, Beanlien, &e., will leave their positions at
dark, and marching to Savannah, will eross at Screven’s Ferry.

5. Major-General Wright’s division will be withdrawn from the lines
at 8 p. m., and will pass the river on the pontoons.

6. Major-General McLaws’ division will be drawn from its position at
10 p. m., and will cross the river on the pontoons.

7. Major-General Smith’s division will be withdrawn at 11 o’clock,
and will eross on the pontoons.

8. The lines of skirmishers will be left in position as follows: Wright’s
line until 10.30 o’clock, McLaws’ line until 12.30 o’clock, Smitl’s line
until 1 o’clock.

9, The pontoon bridges are placed in charge of Colonel Clarke, chief
of engineers, who will destroy the bridges after all the troops shall
have crossed ; and to enable him to ascertain this the skirmishers of
each division will be placed in charge of an intelligent staff officer,
who will repors to Colonel Clarke, at the pontoon bridge, when the skir-

. mishers of their respective commands shall have passed the river.

10. The chief of artillery will take measures to have the heavy guns
in position spiked, or otherwise rendered useless, as follows: On Wright’s
line at 10 o’clock, on Mc¢Laws’ line at 11 o’clock, on Smith’s line at 12
o’clock.

11. The ammunition will be destroyed by throwing it into the river,
or otherwise, and not by blowing it up.

12. The guns on the inner line will be spiked or destroyed, and all
powder in the city magazines will be made useless by having water
thrown on it.

13. All wagons will be sent into the city in time to cross on the pon-
toon at dark.

By command of Lieutenant-General Hardee:

: T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

SAVANNAH, December 19, 1864.

Major-General McLAWS:
Have you a light battery you can spare for Wheeler, who is pressed
by the enemy on the other side of the river near lzard’s?
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.
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HEADQUARTERS,
Savannah, December 19, 1864.
Major-General McLAWS,
Commanding Division :

GENERAL: Lieutenaunt-General Hardee directs me to say that the
pontoon is completed, and he desires that you will see that your wagons
containing cooking utensils and baggage are sent over and on to
[Hardeecville at daylight in the morning.

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
D. H. POOLIS,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

CONFIDENTIAL.] HEADQUARTERS MERCER’S COMMAND,
December 19, 1864.
Should orders be issued to move to the rear, commandants of bat-
teries are directed to cut the spokes of the cannon carriages, destroy
all the implements, such as sponges, rammers, &¢., and sink all hand-
spikes, ammunition, &c., bringing oft their haversacks with the prim-
ing wires, friction primers, thumb-stalls, &c.
In doing this no noise must be made that will attract the attention
of the enemy or give notice of the movements of onr troops.
By order of Brigadier-General Mercer:
W. WHEELER,
Captain and Chief' of Avrtillery.

(Commandants Batteries Aminett, Barnes, Stimpkins, Wheeler, Barn-
well, Elliott, Aecee, Richardson, and Lieut. W, Barnwell, commanding
Battery No. 4.)

HEADQUARTERS,
Savannah, Ga., December |19], 1864.
Major-General WHEELER,
Dommanding Cavalry Corps :

GENERAL: Lientenant-General Hardee has received your dispatch
in reference to force at Izard’s, and asking for a battery of light artil-
lery. He will send you one, and, if possible. two; they can hardly
reach you before night, however, as they have to be bronght from dis-
tant localities. He says oppose the enemy with your utmnost ability,
and call upou Major-General Jones for re-enforcements it you need
them.

Very respecttully,
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SAVANNAT, GA., December 19, 1861—6.15 p. m.
(reneral WHERLER,
Commanding Cavalry :
GENLRAL: The road to Hardeeville must be kept open at all hazards;
it is my only line of retreat. 1 have sent you about 200 men from Ier-
guson’s brigade and six picces ol artillery. I am about sending in
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addition to this force about 200 men of the Seventh Georgia, under
Colonel Anderson, and about 250 under Major Howard. 1 have also
instructed General Taliaferro to come in person to Hardeeville with
some re-enforcements, to keep in communication with yon, and to bring
to your assistance additional forces, provided they should be needed.
The pontoon bridge is not yet completed, but the engineers hope to
have it done by morning. Fight the enemy at every step if he attempts
to advance, and keep me informed of everything relating to his move-
ments.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. J. HARDEE,
Lieutenant-General.

CHARLESTON, December 19, 1864,
(teneral SAM. JONES:
The following just received from General Bragg, at Wilmington,
dated to-day:
A large naval expedition, accompanied by transports and troops, said to have
sailed from Hampton Roads on 16th instant; destination reported as Wilmington.

; A 3
As they have had ample time to arrive and we do not hear of them, they may have
goue on to Sherman’s assistance.

JNO. M. OTEY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

RicaMonD, VA., December 20, 1864,

General ;. T. BEAUREGARD,
Charleston, 8. C.:

Dispatch of the 18th received. The enemy is concentrating before
Wilmington, and the indications are that it will be speedily attacked.
Grant has been re-enforced from Sheridan’s army, and, so far as known,
has not detached any portion of his troops. This sufficiently shows
the impracticability of complying with your request for Hoke’s and
Johnson’s divisions. You will be able to judge better than myself,
should the necessity arise for the evacuation of Savannah, or of
Charleston, and will realize the propriety of postponing such action as
long as the safety of the army will permit. In the meantime it is
proper that whatever is not needed for the defense of either should be
removed to places of greater safety. Non-combatants and all mov-
able property should be sent away as promptly as possible. Should it
be necessary to evacuate Savannah it is suggested that by massing
principal part of your force so as to threaten route to Charleston its
defense as well as communication with Augusta may be maintained,
and the final withdrawal from Charleston secured if it should become
necessary.

JEFIPN DAVIS.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE WEST,
Pocotaliyo, 8. C., December 20, 1864,
Lieutenant-General HARDEE,
Commanding, &e., Hardeeville :
GENERAL: I am directed by the general commanding to forward to
you the accompanying memorandum of orders, which he wishes you to
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issue immediately after the evacuation of Savannah. They are designed
to carry out his views as to the best disposition of troops under your
command for the defense of Charleston and the State of South Caro-
lina generally, Savannah being in the possession of the enemy.

Maj. Gen. G. W, Smith’s command (db()llt 2,000 men) being sent to
Augusta, will leave of the troops coming from’ Savannah about 6,500,
which, addcd to those under the immediate commaud of 1 Maj. Gen.
Sam. Joues, on the line ot the Savannah and Charleston Railroad (say
about 5,500, exclusive of those in and around Charleston), makes
about 12 0()() troops. Of these he thinks there should be about 2,500
to guard the left bank of the Combahee, with about 1,000 in reserve
at a central point between the Comb:lllce and Ashepoo ; about 3,500
in the Fourth Sub-District, with about 1,000 of them in reserve at
or near Adams’ Run and Green Pond, and about 5,000 in the Second
and Third Sub-Districts, in addition to those already there. The cav-
alry guarding the left (or coast) flank and the front and right flanks
may, of course, be used to support the troops to which they are nearest.
The orders indicated in the accompanying memorandum will make
a distribution approximating as nearly to those nwmbers as circum-
stances will permit. In carrying them out it will be necessary that yon
should send promptly the troops carried to Hardeeville by Brigadier-
General Taliaferro to rejoin their respective brigades, and the detached
companies or battalions of South Carolina reserves and militia to report
to Brigadier-General Chesnut, at Grahamville, and the companies of the
Third South Carolina Cavalry, under Colonel Colcock, to unite with
those now in front of Grahamville and near Coosawhatchie and Poco-
taligo and Kirk’s squadron, together with the section of horse artillery
attached to the Third South Carolina Cavalry. Endeavor to bring
and keep together, as far as practicable, the troops of the same organi-
zation.

Yery respectfully, vour obedient servant,
A. R. CHISOLM,
Aide-de- (/(m)p.

[Indorsement. ]

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE WEST,
Jharleston, December 24, 1864.
Respectfully forwarded to the War Department for its information.
Several lines of defense have been selected from the Savannah River
toward Charleston, already more or less fortified. The necessary re-
connaissances and defensive works to complete the system have been
ordered, and should the enemy give us time it is hoped that his advance
on Charleston from that direction will be wmuch retarded, if not alto-
gether prevented. Those defensive lines are—first, the Combahee to
Barnwell Court-Ilouse; second, the Ashepoo; third, the Edisto; fourth,
the Kdisto and Ashley. It is not considered advisable to adopt the
flanking position recommended by the President in his telegram of the
20th instant, as it could not be carried into effect, with our small force,
without abandoning entirely the sea-coast line. This would enable
the enemy to approach Charleston from John’s Island, or even James
Island, with a sea base almost immediately in his rear,
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.
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Memorandum of orders to be issued by Lieutenant-General Hardee im-
mediately after the evacuation of Savannah.

HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION or THE WEST,
Pocotaligo, December 20, 1864.

1. Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith will proceed immediately with his com-
mand to Charleston, and thence to Angusta, after being relieved by
other troops, as hereinatter directed.

[1. Major-General McLaws’ d_i\'isi(m (the sgnior 1_?1‘i;_";1diel‘ (:0{11111&11«1_-
ing) and Colonel Andersow’s brigade (preceding) will proceed immedi-
ately to Charleston and relieve Maj. Gen. G. W, Smith’s division.

T1I. Major-General Wright's division and Brigadier-General Ches-
nut’s command (about 1,500 men), consisting of South Carolina reserves
and Second, Third, and Fourth South Carolina Militia, to the IFonrth
Military Sub-District, a reserve of about 500 men being stationed at
Green Pond and another of like nnmber near Adams’ Run. Brigadier-
General Robertson will report to Major-General Wright for temporary
duty, to advise as to disposition of troops, and then to be assigned to
duty as circumstances may require.

[V. Col. George P. Harrison’s and Col. A. C. Edwards’ brigades to be
stationed on the left bank of the Combahee, guarding the several pas-
sages (about six) across that river, to Barnwell Conrt-House; Brigadier-

teneral Young’s command to be increased by the Seventh Georgia
Cavalry (dismounted), Col. 1. C. Anderson, jr., commanding, as re-
serves at or near Blue House, between the Combahee and Ashepoo
Rivers.

V. The Third South Carolina Cavalry and Kirk’s squadron will cover
the left (or coast) flank of the retiring troops. After crossing the Com-
bahee Maj. John Jenkins, with Captains Seabrook’s and Peeples’ com-
panies Third South Carolina Cavalry, will take post on John’s Island,
and Captain Kirk’s squadron will proceed, via Charleston, to Christ
Church Parish and take post near and northeast of Mount Pleasant.

VI. Major-General Wheeler’s corps (that part of it east of Savannah
River, and the remainder if it should come up) will guard crossings of
the Savannah and New Rivers and the landings east of Screven’s Cause-
way until forced by the enemy to retire. He will then gnard and de-
fend the country between the Savannah River and the defensive line
of the Combahee and the right flank of that line, resting at or near
Barnwell Court-House, and extending by the shortest defensible line
to the Savannah River, covering Augusta.

VII. Colonel Gonzales will assign the field artillery now in South
Carolina to the most appropriate positions for the defense of the Fourth
Sub-District and the line of the Combahee, from Salkehatchie bridge to
the coast, taking care to assign the Dbatteries to the positions with
which their respective commanders are most familiar. He will assign,
subject to General Hardee’s approval, the field batteries coming from
Savannal, as circumstances may indicate, for the best defensé of the
line of the Combahee, the I'ourth Snb-District, and Augusta.

VIII. As soon as the services of Brigadier-General Taliaferro can be
spared from the duty on which he is now engaged, he will proceed to
James Island and resume his former command, assigning to"their ap-
propriate positions the troops of Major-General McLaws’ division and
Colonel Anderson’s brigade, destined for that island.
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IX. As soon as Major-General MclLaws’ division moves from Hardee-
ville he will immediately proceed to PPocotaligo and relieve Maj. Gen.
Samnel Jones, and take the immediate command of the troops on the
line of the Combahee.

X. On being relieved by Major-General McLaws, Major-General
Jones will proceed to Charleston and resnme his command and enter
on the duties designated by Special Orders, No. —, from department
headquarters.

XI. As the cavalry retires before the enemy it will drive off all cattle,
sheep, and hogs not necessary for its consumption, and impress and
~ send to Charleston, to be turned over to the chiet engineer, all negroes
-apable of bearing arms. It will also destroy all mills, boats, buildings
(that may be useful to the enemy for military purposes), and all rice,
corn, and other provisions not necessary for its own subsistence beyond,
such as is absolutely necessary for the consumption of the owners and
their families and slaves.

XII. All teams and wagons (with their drivers) on plantations abont
to fall into the hands of the enemy, not required by their owners, shall
be impressed for the use of the army.

CONFIDENTIAL, ) HEADQUARTERS,
CIRCULAR No. 2. § Savannah, Ga., December 20, 1864.

The movement ordered in confidential cirenlar from these head-
quarters dated December 19, 18364, will be executed to-night at the
hours as originally arranged, and not as subsequently amended—that
is, Wright’s division will move at 8 o’clock, Mc¢Laws’ division at 10
o’clock, and Smith’s division at 11 o’clock, and Wright’s skirmishers
will be withdrawn at 10.30 o’clock, MeLaws’ skirmishers at 12.30 o’clock,
and Smith’s skirmishers at 1 o’clock.

- By command of Lieutenant-General lardee:
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

GENERAL ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS WRIGHT'S DIVISION,
No. 8. In the Field, December 20, 1864,

* * * * * * *

11. At dark the light batteries under the direction of Capt. John W,
Brooks, chief of artillery of division, will be withdrawn by hand from
their position in line, with as little noise as possible, and will be sent
over the pontoon bridge to Hardeeville.

* * * * * * *

V1. The chief of artillery of this division, Capt. John W. Brooks,
will take measures to have the heavy guns in position spiked, or other-
wise rendered useless, at 10 p. m. to-night. The ammunition will be
destroyed by throwing it-into the river, or otherwise, and not by blow-
ing it up.

By order of Muaj. Gen. A. R. Wright:

J. V. H. ALLEN,
Captain of Artillery.

Ly



-

=]
-3
(<L)

Cuap. LVL.| CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.—CONFEDERATE.

[Indorsement. |
D1CcEMBER 20, 1864.
Respectfully referred to battery commanders, who will execute this
order. . Nt % - 3 Py 2
The two Napoleons of Lieutenant Richardson’s section will imme-
diately move, with their caissons, to the pontoon bridge in Savannal;
the other guns will be disabled and ammunition destroyed without
noise. i vl
By order of Brigadier-General Mercer: :
- W. WHEELER,
Chief of Artillery.

NEAR 1ZARD'S, Decémber 20, 1861,
(Via Hardeeville. Received 5.30 p. m.)
General G. T. BEAUREGARD:
The enemy fired upon us at various times to-day until dark with
artillery from works near Izard’s,
J. WHEELER,
Major-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Savannah, Ga., December 20, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER, Commanding Cavalry Corps :

GENERAL: I am directed by Lieutenant-General Hardee to say that
the C. S. steamer Savannah, Capt. Thomas W. Brent, C. S. Navy,
commanding, will remain at Screven’s Ferry, or in vicinity, for forty-
eight hours after the evacuation of Savannah. To enable Captain
Brent to save his crew, which will pass on the road from Secreven’s
Ferry to Hardeeville, the general directs that you will keep him well
advised of the movements of the enemy, and especially to inform him
of any movement threatening the line of communication to Hardeeville
in time to save his crew.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, X
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

PocoraLIGO, December 20, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER:
Eunemy reported leaving Tullifinny. Be sharply on the lookout for
them on New River line, and inform me promptly if they appear.
; SAM. JONES,
Major-General.
(Same to Colonel Coleock.)

PocorALiGo, December 20, 1864—3 a. m.
(Received 9.30 a. m.)
reneral WHEELER:
~ I am ordered by General Hardee to Hardeeville, and to place myselt
in commnuication with you. Please indicate the least force of infantry
which will be needed near Izard’s; andif you want light artillery how
much.
W. B. TALIAFERRO,
Brigadier-General.
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COOSAWHATCHIE, December 20, 1864,
Major STRINGFELLOW :
The enemy still oceupy the Neck in force. I canascertain no change
in his position on my front.
GEO. P. HARRISON, JR.,
Colonel, Commanding.

Hoers. Derr. oF 8. ((AROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA,
Cheves’ House, December 21, 1864.
Major-General MCLAWS,
Commandingy, €e. :

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Hardee directs that you assume com-
mand of the three divisions en route for Hardeeville—your own, Smith’s,
and Wright’s—and direct and regulate their march to that place.

Very respecttully, your obedient servant,
T. B. ROY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Pocorarico, December 21, 1864.
(Received 1 o’clock 22d.)
President JEFFERSON DAVIS:

General Hardee reports to-day from Hardeeville that evacuation of
Savannah was suceessfully aceomplished last night. Alllight artillery
and most of the stores and munitions were brought off; the heavy guns
were spiked and otherwise disabled. Line of detense behind Combahee
River will be taken soon as practicable.

G. T. BEAUREGARD.

HARDEEVILLE, December 21, 1864,
(Received 22d.)
His Excellency JEFFERSON DaAvis:

On the 19th enemy forced a landing on the South Carolina side, so
near my communications that to save the garrison it became necessary
to give up the city. Its evacuation was suceessfully accomplished last
night. All the light artillery and most of the stores, munitions, &e.,
were brought off. I learn indirectly that there is a misapprehension as
to the force disposable for the defense of Savannah. It summed up,
land side and water side, militia, reserves, dismounted cavalry, local
and details, 9,089,

. W, J. HARDEE,

Lieutenant- General.

SPECIAL FIELD ) Hpers. DEPT. oF 8. C., GA., AND FLA,,
ORrDERS, No. 17. § Hardeerille, S. C., December 22, 1864.
The following disposition of troops will be carried into effect with the
least practicable delay:
1. Maj. Gen. G. W. Smitl’s command, consisting of a division of
Georgia militia, and including Pruden’s battery, will proceed to Au-
gusta, Ga., via Charleston.
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II. Major-General McLaws’ division, under command of Brigadier-
General Baker, and Col. E. C. Anderson’s brigade, the latter taking
precedence, will proceed to Charleston and report to Major-General
Ransom for duty on James Island.

II1. Major-Geeneral Wright’s division and Brigadier-General Ches-
nut’s command—the latter consisting of Sonth Carolina reserves and the
Second, Third, and Fourth South Carolina Militia—will proceed to the
TFourth Military Sub-Distriet of South Carolina. Major-General Wright,
will have command of the distriet, and will station a reserve force of
500 men at Green Pond, and a like number at Adams’ Run Station.
Brig. Gen. B. H. Robertson \\'ilI' report to Mn_-ior-(}enem] Wright, to
give him such assistance in the disposition ot‘ troops as his knowledge
of the country will enable him to do, and will afterward be assigned
to duty as circumstances may require.

IV. Major-General McLaws, as soon as his division, as heretofore
directed, shall move trom IHardeeville, will proceed to Pocotaligo and
relieve Maj. Gen. S. Jones, and take immediate command of the forces
on the line of the Combahee.

V. Maj. Gen. 8. Jones, upon being relieved by Major-General Me-
Laws, will proceed to Charleston, assume command of his district, and
enter upon the duties designated in ——— from these headquarters.

VI. Major-General Wheeler’s eavalry corps (that part of it east of the
Savannah River, and the remainder should it come up) will guard the
crossing of the Savannah and New Rivers and the landings east of
Screven’s Causeway nntil forced by the enemy to retire. General
Wheeler will then guard and defend the country between the Savan-
nah River and the defensive line of the Combahee and the right flank
of that Iine, resting at or near Barnwell Court-House.

VI1I. Cols. G. P. Harrison and A. C. Edwards will report to Major-
General McLaws for assignment to brigades, which will be stationed
on the left bank of the Combahee, to guard the crossings of that river,
to Barnwell Court-House.

VIII. The Seventh (reorgia Cavalry (dismounted), Col. E. C. Ander-
son commanding, is assigned to Yonng’s brigade. The Third South
Carolina Cavalry and Kirk’s squadron will cover the left (or coast) flank
of the retiring troops; and after crossing the Combahee Captains Sea-
brook’s and Peeples’ companies Third South Carolina Cavalry, under
command of Maj. John Jenkins, will take post on John’s Island, and
Kirk’s squadron will proceed, via Charleston, to Christ Chnreh Parish
and take post near and northeast ot Mount Pleasant.

IX. The batteries of light artillery will report as follows: Brooks’,
Barnwell’s, and Wagener’s batteries to Major-General McLaws, at
Hardeeville; Abell’s battery for duty at IHoney Hill, and Anderson’s
battery to commanding officer at Coosawhatchie; Daniell’s, Hanleiter’s,
Guerard’s, and Maxwell’s batteries will report, at Pocotaligo, to Col. A.
J. Gonzales, chief of artillery, who will, with the approval of the
lieutenant-general commanding, assign them to positions the most
appropriate for the defense of the Fourth Military Sub-District and the
line of the Combahee, from Salkehatchie bridge to the coast.

X. Brigadier-General Taliaferro will proceed to James Island, resume
command of Sub-District No. 3, and will be prepared to put in position
the troops of McLaws’ division and Anderson’s brigade, destined for
that island.

XI. As the cavalry retires before the enemy it will drive off all cattle,
sheep, and hogs not necessary for its consumption, and impress and
send to Charleston, to be turned over to engineer department, all
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negroes capable of bearing arms; all mills, boats, buildings that may
be nsed by the enemy for military purposes, and all rice, corn, and
other provisions not necessary for the subsistence of the cavalry, and
not absolutely needed for the consumption of the owners, their families,
and slaves, will also be destroyed.

XII. All wagons and teams (with drivers) on plantations about to fall
into the hands of the enemy, and which are not required by the owners

for the removal of their own property, will be impressed for the use ol

the army.
By order of Lieutenant-Gencral Hardee:
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS,
No. 18. § Hardeeville, December 22, 1864.

I. Symons’ regiment and the Twenty-seventh Battalion Georgia Re-
serves, and the two companies of CobDh Guards, will not be ineluded in
what is known as McLaws’ division, but will report to Major-General
MeLaws for duty on the line to which he has been assigned in Special
Field Orders, No. 17, tfrom these headqnarters.

By order of Lieutenant-General Hardee:

D. . POOLL,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

IHHEADQUARTERS,
Hardeeville, S. ., December 22, 1861.
Major-General McCLAWS,
Commanding, d:¢ :

GENERAL: Lieutenant-General Hardee desires you to send a section
of artillery and 200 men to protect the Pnrysburg Lauding from a pos-
sible visit of the enemy’s steamers. A fatigue party will be tfurnished
from this force to unload the Sampson, a steamer expected at Purys-
burg to-night with a cargo of corn. This detachment should move at
daylight to-morrow.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERS,
Hardecville, S. C., December 22, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER,
Commanding Cavalry:

GENBRAL: Lientenant-General Hardee directs that you will send all
the companies of the Third South Carolina Cavalry now serving with
you, together with the section of the horse artillery serving with the
regiment, to report to Major-General Jones, or other officer command-
ing at Coosawhatehie, for duty with the other companies of the regi-
ment on duty in that vicinity. He also desires that Guerard’s battery
and Maxwell’s section shall move at once, in compliance with Special
Orders, No. 17, of this date.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. B. ROY,
Assistant ddjutant-General,
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HDQRS. GEORGIA RESERVES AND MIL. DIsT, OF GEORGIA,
Macow, Ga., December 22, 1864.
Homn. JAMES A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War, Richmond, Va. :

S1r: You will remember that upon the occupation of Atlanta by Gen-
eral Sherman he issued a sweeping order for the removal of men, women,
and children from the city. Sinece the reoccupation of the place by our
own people there were found soldiers and citizens who had vemained
there with the Yankees and had been employed by them in various
occupations. ‘When women and children were driven out by the bheart-
less brute Sherman, and were forced to make their way to some place
of refuge, those who remained_subjected t]_Jems_el_ves, in my opinion, to
the suspicion of treason. Acting upon this opinion I ordered Colonel
Gleun, commandant of the post, to arrest all such and send them here.
In accordance with these iustructions arrests have been made and
some eight or ten persons are now here. I deem it important that an
example should be made in these cases, not only becanse they deserve
punishment, but as a warning against others tempted hereafter to a
similar course. With such as are deserters and absentees from the army
I shall deal in the military conrts—if 1 ever get one—and those who
are not connected with the army I shall have turned over to the civil
authorities. In the absence of the district attorney, who is cut off in
Savannah, I have employed Hon. E. A. Nisbet to undertake the prosecu-
tion of the cases. 1 selected Judge Nisbet because of his known ability
as o lawyer and his earnest devotion to our cause, and from the fact
that he was known to the Department. Judge Nisbet will enter at once
upon the duty, and will accept such compensation for his services as
the Department shall award him.

I trust that my course in the matter will meet yowr approval, and
that it may result in good to the country.

I am, with sentiments of sincere regard, very truly, yours, &e.,
HOWELL COBB,
Major-General.

[ Indorsement. |

DECEMBER 31, 1864,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL:

Inform General Cobb that his course of proceeding is deemed judi-
cious, and meets the approval of the Department. He can better judge
than myselt what measure of severity is advisable in the state of feeling
prevailing in the country, and his judgment is relied on.

3.8 6
Secretary.

HpQrs. GEORGIA RESERVES AND MIL. DIsT. OF GEORGIA,
Macon, Ga., December 22, 1864,
Geuneral S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, V. :

GENERAL: [ respectfully return the inclosed paper, and beg leave to
remark that the circumstances which led to the appointment and assign-
ment of General Gartrell are as well nnderstood by the Department as
myself, and I do not see how I am to relieve him from his present posi-
tion. [ am not surprised at the request of General Winder to that

2 R R—VOL XLIV
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eftect, for he expressed his regret that General Gartrell should be
assigned to that command before he ever entered upon the duties of it,
and he has been unceasing in his efforts to get clear of him. If General
Gartrell had been the equal in every respect of General R. E. Lee, 1
have no doubt the same complaints would have been made, for General
Winder was determined in advance not to be satisfied with the arrange-
ment. 1 beg to state frankly to you why, in my opinion, General Win-
der is so querulous in reference both to the reserves and General Gar-
trell.  Unfortunately there is a mutual dislike and distrnst between
him and these troops, and each party is conscious of the existence of
that feeling on the part of the other. [ am not sufficiently acquainted
with the facts which gave rise to these feelings to pronounce judgment
upon their respective opinions. The objection of General Winder to
General Gartrell arises from the respect and confidence of the former
in Colonel IMorno, whom he prefers in command of the troops. Colonel
Forno is an excellent officer and deserves this confidence, and I am not
surprised that General Winder is anxious to retain in so important a
position one so worthy to hold it.

In the foregoing simple statement you have a solution of the various
complaints, suggestions, &e., which are being daily forwarded to you
from General Winder. 1 will add that I have repeatedly called upon
General Winder to make his charges and specifications against officers
or men of the reserves, and I would have them properly and promptly
investigated, but to this hour not one has been made to me.

It is due to General Gartrell to say that he is now temporarily relieved
from duty by a dangerous wound received at the head of his troops in
a late fight near Savannalh, and it is equally due to his troops to say
that they have shown themselves in the presence of the enemy worthy
of the respect and confidence of their country.

With these remarks I beg leave to say that my relationship, both per-
sonal and official, with General Winder has been pleasant in every
respect. At the same time I am free to say that he is not more anxious
to get rid of the reserves than 1 am to get rid of his complaints against
them, and it will therefore be most acceptable and agreeable to me to
have any arrangement made by which the reserves shall no longer be
in anywise connected with the general and his prisons.

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, &c.,
HOWELIL COBB,
Major-General.

[Inclosure. |

CAMP SUMTER, Andersonville, Ga., October 8, 1864.
General 5. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

GENERAL: Special Orders, No. 108, issued from General Cobb’s head-
quarters, assigns Brig. Gen. L. J. Gartrell to command of the Second
Brigade, Georgia Reserves, composed of the First, Second, Third, and
I'ourth Regiments, and directs him to take command of it wherever it
may be. This necessarily brings him to me. An officer of this rank
will be embarrassing in a command like this. The officer second in
command necessarily has duties to perform that a brigadier-general
ought not to be expected to perform. Colonel Forno is an excellent
officer, and I would be glad to retain him in his present position. The
reserves are not suited to the guarding ot prisoners, and I would be
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olad to change them for other troops. I had some of the militia, and
T found them much better suited for the service and much more reli-
Will it be possible to relieve me of the brigadier-general ?

able. ]
: Respectfully, your obedient servant, g
JNO. . WINDER,
Brigadier-General.
[First indorsement. ]
NOVEMBER 7, 1864.
Respectfully submitted to Secretary of War:
I concur in the views of General Winder, as given within, and ask
authority to order as requested.
S. COOPER,

Adjutant and Inspector General.

| Second indorsement. |
NovEMBER 10, 1864.

ADJUTANT-GENERAL:
General Gartrell cannot be relieved from command of his brigade.
This complaint had better be communicated to General Cobb, and he

asked to consider and remove it.
J. A, 8,
Secretary.
[Third indorsement, |

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR (GENERAL’S OFFICE,
‘ovember 106, 1861.
Respectfully referred to Major-General Cobb.
His attention is invited to the preceding indorsement.
By command of the Secretary of War:
H. L. CLAY,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

CHARLESTON, December 23, 1864.
General S. COOPER,
© Adjutant and Inspector General:

Unless Wheeler’s command of twelve so-called brigades can be prop-
erly organized into divisions; under good commanders, a large portion
of it had better be dismounted forthwith; its conduct in front of the
enemy, and its depredations on private property, render it worse than
useless. I regret being unable to recommend for promotion any of

reneral Wheeler’s brigadiers, but hope that if two or three capable
major-generals cannot be had, promotions might be made for the pur-
pose indicated from General Hampton’s eavalry. Brigadier-General
Dearing, of that command, attracted my attention last summer as a
promising officer; I would be glad to have him.
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.
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CHARLESTON, December 23, 1864.
(Received 24th.)
General 5. COOPER,
Adyutant and Inspector General:

Your attention is respectfully invited to the fact that orders for the
collecting of subsistence stores and forage cannot be executed unless
the agents of bureau at Richmond be instructed to fill the requisitions
of the commissary and quartermaster in this army. Please give this
matter your early attention.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

[First indorsement. |

DECEMBER 24, 1864.
Quartermaster-Generaland Commissary-(3eneral, for specialattention.
Every effort should be made to fill the requisitions.
J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

[Second indorsement. |

DECEMBER 24, 1864.

Respecttully returned.

I do not understand the dispatch, as all officers of this depart-
ment colleeting torage in South Carolina and Georgia are instructed to
furnish General Beauregard’s command, and no complaint has recently
come to me. I think the dispatch is not written out as sent by General
Beauregard.

A. R. LAWTON,
Quartermaster- General.

[Third indorsement.]

Respectfully returned.

Organic law, as well as the enactments of this Confederacy, warrant
the commanding general of an army defending a country to impress
subsistence necessary for his troops, and General Beauregard has the
power to enforce the impressments made by his order, and it is to be
inferred, nnder present circumstances, that he has the good will of the
people generally to aid him. The country his army is depending on is
plentiful compared with Virginia, where General Lee’s army is opera-
ting, and the latter can get nothing except from the collections ot this
burean; but the officers of this bureau can no longer impress, because
they have no power to enforce it, and the people will not surrender
their stores, Virginia is ravaged and drained, and General Lee’s army
must be supplied from the Carolinas by what the bureau officers can
collect. Recently General Beauregard required the chief commissary
of subsistence to furnish 15,000 men with sixty days’ rations, and the
order to assist in supplying Virginia was stated by the chief commissary
of subsistence to be impossible. He was directed to send on what had
been ordered for here, which would still have left General Beauregard’s
army in tar better condition than was or is General Lee’s. General
Beauregard can exercise his legal powers to supply his army. The cir-
cumstances have arisen for which the law was made. This bureau has
for a great while been stating that, under the existing condition of the

| ekbeiaacens g el
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Treasury, the absence of legal sanction or power to enforce impressments
by burean officers, the temper of the people, and legal proceedings on
the subject, supplies were being consumed much faster than collected.
What is now being gathered by officers of this bureau must be dis-
tributed in proportion to general necessities in relation to the facilities
of armies in different localities for selt support, under the authority by
law vested in the general commanding.
L. B. NORTHROY,
Commissary-General,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Cheves’ House, December 23, 1864.
Major-General McLAws,
Commanding Division, dec. :

GENERAL: Geuneral Anderson has just returned from flag of truce
to Savannah., Hesaw anumber of officers, and from all e could learn
he is of the opinion that Sherman will not rest long in Savannah, but
advance into South Carolina very soon. He was told that the city
would be garrisoned by Foster, who arrived in the city yesterday.

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
J. WHEELER,
Major-General.

The State of South Carolina, ata General Assembly, begun and holden
at Columbia on the fourth Monday of November, in the year of our
Lord one thonsand eight hundred and sixty-four, and thence con-
tinued by divers adjournments to the twenty-third of December, in
the same year.

AN ACT to repeal all acts and parts of acts heretofore passed by the Legislature of
this State on the subject of furnishing slave labor on the coast and fortifications
within this State, and otherwise to provide for furnishing such labor.

SecrioN 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives,
now met and sitting in General Assembly, and by the authority of the
same, That, in order to turnish the necessary slave labor to work on the
coast of this State and the fortifications within the limits of the same,
there shall be organized a force consisting of male slaves between the
ages of eighteen and fifty years, liable under existing laws to road
duty, not exceeding in number at any one time of one-tenth part of
said slaves, to serve for the term of twelve months from the date of
their impressment, subject however to the right of their respective
owners at the expiration of every three months of the said term of
service to substitute other slaves so liable to road duty in their place,
and who by such substitution shall constitute a portion or the whole
of said force, as the case may be, from the respective dates of such
substitution ; this force shall be raised by general impressment through-
out the whole State whenever His Excellency the Governor may
order or direct such agent of the State as he may appoint to make
such impressment under the provisions of this act. But if the impress-
ment of a less number than one-tenth would produce should be found
to be sufficient, then the impressment shall be made on the State at
large according to one uniform rule of equality, to be preseribed in the
order of the Governor directing such impressment to be made by the
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State agent, and whatever nummber greater than ten shall be so pre-
scribed as a divisor to make the apportionment of no fractions of slaves
either below or above such number selected as a divisor shall be con-
sidered or taken into the apportionment unless it is at least one-fifth
or more of such divisor, and in such case the fraction of one-fifth shall
betaken by requiring the party owning it to furnish one hand for two
months, with the same right of substitution as in case of whole num-
bers, and the same rule as to fractions shall be observed when the
number ten is used as the divisor in making the apportionment.

Sec. I1. It shall be the duty of His lixcellency the Governor to
appoint a State agent, such agent to be selected from the class of per-
sons not liable to conscription in the Confederate military service, if
the services of a suitable agent can be secured from said class, who
shall receive for his services the pay of a lieutenant-colonel of infantry,
as allowed by the Confederate Government, during his employment, to
be paid to him monthly by the State.

Skc. I11, That it shall be the duty of the State agent aforesaid, imme-
diately on the reception of any order from His Excellency the Governor,
to make impressment of slaves under this act, to extend such order to
the sherifts of the several judicial districts ot the State, whose duty it
shall be to execute the same in their respective districts, and it shall be
the duty of the commissioners of roads and the authorities ofincorporated
cities, towns, and villages, and such other person or persons as the State
agent may appoint, to furnish to the sherifts of their respective distriets
within thirty days after the passage ot this act a full and correct
return of all male slaves liable to road duty within their respective
jurisdictions, which returns shall be based on the statements furnished
by the owners of such slaves, sworn to in writing, such statements to be
returned to the secretary of the board of commissioners of roads, and
by them kept on file; and it shall be the duty of the said sheriffs, upon
being notitied by the said Stateagent of any order for the impressment
of slaves as aforesaid, thirty days before the summons,all owners liable
under such order to turnish slaves to have the slaves so liable at the
respective depots and at the proper time, giving ten days’ notice thereof
to the owners for transportation to the place of labor as may be directed
by said order; and the said sheriffs shall in their respective districts,
with the assistance of a respectable loyal citizen, to be chosen by the
owner of each slave, if he will, and if not, by the sheriff, appraise said
slaves on their delivery at said depots, and in case of their disagrec-
ment they shall select a third citizeu of like qualification, whose decision
shall be final, and give receipts to the owners for them, specifying in
said receipts the names of the slaves, the valuation put upon them, and
term of service for whicl they are impressed, a duplicate of which re-
ceipts shall also he furnished by the several sheriffs to the State agent;
and if upon the day and at the place so notified any owner of slaves so
liable shall fail to have them in readiness, then the sheriffs of the dis-
trict where such owuer resides shall immediately arrest such slaves,
and the cost of such arrests, subsistence of slaves, and transportation
to be paid by the defaulting owner, and to be taxed and collected as
other costs now are by law, and when there is such default, failure, or
refusal to send slaves, after due summons to the owners by the sheriff,
the slaves of such defaulters shall labor and serve on the military de-
fenses for twice the period of time specified in the call made by the
Governor, provided that theslaves thus furnished shall not be detailed
tor any other service than such work as is intimately connected with
the defense of this State.
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Sgc. IV, That the State agent may, with the consent ot the Governor,
appoint such other sub-agents as may be found necessary and proper to
the execution of the provisions of this act. Bnt in no case shall he
appoint any person as such agent who is liable to conscription in the
Confederate service and physically able for active service in the army.
Such agents shall be paid by the State eight dollars per day for their
services at the end of each month.

SEc. V. The respective sherifts for their services rendered under the
provisions of this act shall be paid by the State eight dollars per day
whilst actually engaged in the discharge of said duties, besides their
costs for arrests and fees for dieting prisoners so arrested in pursuance
thereof, which latter shall be paid by the owners of said prisoners.

Sec. VI That the pay for such slaves shall be eleven dollars per
month, and be furnished with sufficient {'ations and two suit§ of clothes
during the term of one year, or one suit of clothes every six months,
including two pairs of shoes and one hat for the year, by the State, or
a fair commutation in money for the clothing if furnished by the owner.
And that it shall be the duty of the State agent to certify the pay
bills for the pay of the said slaves for their respective owners, specity-
ing the number of said slaves, the time they have been employed, and
the names of the owners, which bills so certified shall entitle the owners
by themselves, or their order indorsed thereon, to receive the same from
the State, and the said bills shall be forwarded to the sheriffs of the
respective districts where the owners reside, to be delivered by them
to the said owners.

SEc. VII. That the commissioners of roads, city, town, and village
authorities, for neglect of any of the duties required of them respec-
tively by this act, shall be liable to indictment, and upon conviction fined
in a snm not exceeding one hundred dollars. And that any sheriff
who shall neglect or refuse to discharge any of the duties required of
him by this act, shall, upon conviction as for a misdemeaneor, in addition
to liability on his official bond to any person who may have been
aggrieved by such default.

Sec. VIII. That it shall be the duty of the State agent to visit all
the camps of the laborers, to examine their condition, to observe their
treatment and discipline, to examine their food both as to quality and
quantity, and to see that it is the proper ration for each, as is allowed
by law, as well as their elothing, and especially to inform himself as to
their medical and surgical attendance and care, and whenever required
to report the same to the Governor, and particularly at the conclusion
of the term of service of each levy, it shall be his duty to make such
report to the Governor, in whose possession it may be open for exam-
ination by the ownersof the said slaves; and it shall also be his duty
to prohibit the infliction of corporal punishment by one slave upon
another, and shall require that it a slave is to be punished for any de-
fault of his duty, the punishment shall be administered by a white man
in anthority. And for the neglect or refusal of said agent to discharge
faithfully any of his duties as prescribed by this act, he shall be sub-
ject to removal from office by the Governor as well as Iiable to an action
for damages by any individual who has been injured by his negligence
or default of duty.

Src. IX. Transportation shall be furnished by the State agent for
slaves impressed under this act, at the expense of the State, going to
or returning from the place of labor home and in returning, also with
sufficient rations to last them home, and transportation shall be far-
nished in like manner for substitutes in going to and returning from
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said place of labor. And an account shall be kept by the said agent
of all expenditures incurred and paid by the State in providing the
slave labor aforesaid and in carvying this act into full execution, which
shall be annnally deposited by him in the office of the Governor of the
State, to be presented or proffered by him as a claim by this State
against the Coufederate Government for payvment.  And that the funds
necessary to pay all expenditures inenrred under the provisions of this
act shall be paid out of the funds of the public treasury, not other-
wise appropriated, npon the presentation of the pay bills signed by the
State agent.

SEc. X. It shall be the duty ot the Governor and the State agent
to have all slaves returned to their owners upon the expiration of
their term of service for which they were impressed, and the owners of
such as may have been killed ov died from discase during their term
of service shall not be liable to supply their places with other slaves
for the nunexpired portion of said term of service.

Src. XI. 1f the Confederate Government should make any impress-
ment of slave labor over and above what is to be furnished by the pro-
visions of this act. in view of greater emergencies than are contem-
plated in this act, then and in that event the owners of such slaves
shall have eredit as for so much labor furnished for coast duty.

Src. XIL That all acts and parts of acts herebefore passed by the
Legislature of this State on the subject of furnishing labor on the coast
or fortifications be, and the same are hereby, repealed.

In the Senate and House the twenty-third day of December, in the
vear of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty-four, and the
eighty-ninth year of the sovereignty and independence of the State of
South Carolina.

W. D. PORTER.
President of the Senate.
R. B. BOYLSTON,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

SECRETARY OF STATE’S OFFICE,
Columbia, December 26, 1564,
I hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of an act entitled
‘ An act to repeal all acts and parts of acts heretofore passed by the
Legislature of this State on the subject of furnishing slave labor on the
coast and fortifications within this State, and otherwise to provide tor
furnishing sueh labor,” ratified the twenty-third day of December,
Anno Domini 1864, and now on file in this office.
Given under my hand and the seal of the State.
|SEAL.| WM. R. HUNTT,
Seeretary of Ntate,

CHARLESTON, December 24, 1864.
' (Received 7 p. m.j

President Davis:

The following telegram sent to General Hood yeste_ lay is communi-
cated for your information :

I rogret to inform you that no re-enforcements can possibly be sent you from any
quarter, General Taylor has no troops to spare, and every available man in Georgis
and Sonth Carvolina is reqnived to oppose Sherman, who is not on a raid but an
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important campaign. Should you he unable to gain any material advantage on Ten-
nessee with your present means yon must retire at once behind the Tennessee River,
and come with or send to Augusta by best and quickest routes all forces not abso-
lutely required to hold defensive line referred to.

(G, T. BEAUREGARD,

General.,

SPECIAL ORDERS, } ADJIT, AND INsP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
No. 305. $ Richmond, Va.. December 24, 1861,

#* * * & % # *

X1. Maj. Gen. D. H. Hill, Provisional Army, . 3., will report with-
out delay to General G. T. Beanregard, commanding, &e., for assign-
ment to duty at or near Charleston, 3. (.

® ™ # ¥ * * #*
By command of the Secretary of War:
JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

CHARLESTON, December 21, 1864,

Major-General McLAWS:

March your command without delay to Pocotaligo, leaving only such
guards at Hardeeville as yon may deem necessary. At Pocotaligo you
will receive further instructions. The forces at Grahamville and (oo-
sawhatehie will remain for the present.

W. J. HARDEL,
Lieutenant- General.

SPECIAL FIELD ORDERS, ) Hpers, McLAWwS DIVISION,
No. 9. § Hardeeville, December 21, 1864,

I. Col. J. C. Tiser, Provisional Army, C. 8., is assigned to the com-
mand of a brigade composed of the following troops: Iirst Georgia
Regulars, Col. R. A. Wayne commanding; Symons’ Regiment of
Reserves, Col. W. R. Symons commanding; Twenty-seventh Georgia
Battalion and Cobb Guards, Maj. A. L. Hartridge commanding.

The commanding officers of the above-named organizations will report
to Col. J. C. I'iser without delay.

By order of Major-General MeLaws:

R. W. B. ELLIOTT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

PocorarLico, December 21, 1861,

Major-General MoLAWS:

General Jones left this morning for Charleston. 1 have orders to
resume my old district command [dispateh torn] and locate the troops
destined for my command. I do not like to leave here until you come.
Deserters report this morning that the enemy contemplated transport-
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ing last night part of his force from my immediate front for a landing
at Boyd’s. 1 have apprised General Chesnut, and ordered him if he
needs them to ask for [re-enforcements|. Please inform me of your
movements and when youn are likely to be here.
W. B. TALIAFERRO,
Brigadier-General.

NEAR SAVANNAH, December 24, 1864,
Lieut. Gen. W. J. HARDER,
Charleston :

Cannot the order for burning mills and rice, corn, and other provis-
ions be reconsidered? The threats of enemy to burn and destroy all
property in South Carolina are of such o character if we commence
burning enemy will feel justified in continuing. Will it not be better
to give them no provocation to burn? What we would burn in Beau-
fort District would be of little valne to enemy.

J. WHEELER,
Major-General,

CHARLESTON, December 25, 1864—S8 . m.
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

General Hardee reports that a force of enemy—infantry, artillery, and
cavalry—number not known, has moved from Savannah toward the
Altamaha River. He has ordered some cavalry to wateh and check
the column., No report irom General Hood since November 28.

G. T. BEAURLEGARD,
General,

Exnourive DEPARTMENT, STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
Columbia, December 25, 1864.
His Excellency President DAvIS:

My DuAR Sir: Theaceidental circumstance of the delay of Colonel
Buist’s departure for Richmond enables me to send this note by him.
General Preston having informed me that you had been unwell, to-
gether with the many matters now pressing upon you, induce me to
onfine myself at this time to a few briet suggestions. The fall of
Savannah has, of course, very much affected the people of this State.
The guestion which naturally presents itself is, why the force which
penetrated Georgia cannot penetrate South Carolina. And at this
moment it is not an nnwillingness to oppose the enemy, but a chilling
apprehension of the futility of doing so, which affects the people. 1am
endeavoring, and I will remove that chill and dispel that apprehension;
but upon you must I rely for that material aid which will assist the
people of the State to make good their determined opposition. As
rapidly as it can be done I am reorganizing the militia; its effective
force 1 cannot yet estimate—I hope larger than has been supposed. If
you will send us aid (although for the moment it falls short of effectual
aid), if it be that aid which now foreshadows other aid to come, that
spirit ecan be vitalized which when aroused to a certain extent supplies
the place of numbers, and is of itself strength.
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Of any force which you may send I am very anxious that the brigade
of General Conner, a part of General Kershaw’s division, should be a
part of it, and sent as soon as possible. I would be much rejoiced if
General Xershaw with his division could be spared to us. But if that
is not practicable 1 grea tly desire the b}'igad(s of General Conner. The
presence of General Conner with his brigade would greatly tend to in-
spire confidence and excite hope. X

You, of course, are much better informed of the number of troops
on our coast and in the city of Charleston than I am. You are also
aware of the necessities at other points which may control you; but
it is considered that the force on the coast is not sufficient to make
effectual resistance to General Sherman. 1f that is so, Charleston falls;
if Charleston falls, Richmond follows. Richmond may fall and Charles-
ton be saved, but Richimond cannot be saved if Charleston falls. If now
I urge upon you the concentration of all available strength for the
defense of Charleston I will be acquitted of all selfish consideration
when I venture to remind you that two years ago, when it seemed as if
then o necessity was about to arvise in which you would be forced to
decide between Charleston and Richmond, I gave yon then the assur-
ance of my support, however feeble, in sustaining you in the destruc-
tion of Charleston if it would accomplish the end we then desired.
Now, however, 1 presume that, as between these places, there is no
doubt that, it unable to save both, Charleston isthat which from every
consideration we must prefer to save. Tosave it we must have troops.
It is in this connection that I must bring alsoto your attention the vital
consequence of attending at once to Branchville as a place to be forti-
fied and to which troops should be sent. Itsstrategicimportance I amn
sure is too manifest to require from me any nrgency in bringing it to
your notice. There are no works there which are of the slightest con-
sequence. I understand surveys are vow making; it is difficult to
understand why they were not made before this time. You will not
understand {rom this that I wish to indulge in censure or criticism, but
to indicate to you that a position of the utmost consequence is not pre-
pared for resistance to the attempt which may be reasonably supposed
will be made to possess it. If that attempt should be successful our
future will be greatly clouded.

In view of these difficulties T must freely confer with you as to the
expediency ot adding the services of such State officers as are connected
with the State government to those which the engineer officers of the
Confederate Government may be now endeavoring to render. I am
sure that, with the spirit which prompts me and theni, there cannot be
conflict or confusion, and that great suceess will be gained which results
from united action. In this connection also suffer me to make another
suggestion. The number of detailed men iu the State is considerable.
It has been supposed that they are not liable to militia duty. It mat-
ters little how that may be, except in this respect: that their absence
from all appearance ot military service by so much diminishes the in-
fluences with which I am now attempting to quicken and excite our
people not only to effective resistance, but to that contidence in the suc-
cess of that resistance which will assist me in my efforts and sustain
them in their conduct. If when the militia was paraded and inspected
the detailed men were also to be paraded, I am quite sure of the effect.
It would be no interference with the command of them by Confederate
officers; it would notinterfere with their business, for it would not ocenr
more than onee or twice, and then only for a few hours, and the effect
would be, I am sure, beneficial.



988 OPERATIONS IN 8. C., GA., AND FLA. [CHAP, LVL.

These suggestions 1 make to you with the convietion that you will
assist me in every way to develop now all of our resourees to aid yon
in the task that is before you and us. There are other matters con-
cerning which I will at an early day communicate with you.

I have the honor to be, &c.,
A. G, MAGRATII.

JHARLESTON, December 25, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER:
Suspend the order for burning mills, corn, rice, and other provisions
for the present.
I, W. FEILDEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY DIVISION,
Smith’s House, December 25, 1864,
Lieut. M. G. HuDpsoN,
Avde-de-Camp :

LIEUTENANT: General Wheeler told me verbally two days ago that
he wished me to take charge of and picket the line between Union
Creek and New River bridge, and that he would send me, in addition
to my present force, 400 cavalry to perform the duty. Colonel Pointer’s
regiment, of Allen’s brigade, has reported to me, but not the Second
Tennesseo. General Allen left without telling me what portion of the
line was being picketed by his command. [ was under the impression
that he was covering the river between Izard’s and Screven’s Ferry,
but 1 have just received a note from General Young asking me to move
the left of my line down to Huger’s place, as he was picketing six miles
with only fifty men. What force is now picketing the line between
Secreven’s Ferry and New River bridge? Please give me all the infor-
mation yon can relative to the manner in which the line from Izard’s
to New River bridge is being picketed. I wonld also respectfully
request a written order dchnmg exactly the duty I am to perform and
when I am to commence performing it. I would also like to be informed
what quartermaster at Hardeeville my division quartermaster is to call
on for corn. Colonel Pointer has reported to me, and has not a single
wagon. How can he subsist his men and horses? Everything for
them must come from Hardeeville, and it is absolutely necessary that
he should have wagons. I am depending entirely on the major-general
commanding to assist me in getting corn for my animals; without
his prompt assistance they must sufter. I have ordered Colonel White
to extend his line to Clydesdale Creek, and Colonel Pointer to cover
the line from Clydesdale Creek to Screven’s Ferry. Beyond this I
have and shall do nothing until 1 hear from the major-general com-
manding and until the Second Tennessee reports. My horses have had
no corn for four or five days. Colonel Pointer told me this morning
that several horses had already died from eating rice. Ilease urge
upon the general the urgent necessity of supplying my command imme-
diately with eorn.

Respectfully requesting an answer at your earliest convenience, I am,
lieutenant, very respectfully, yonr obedient servant,

R. . ANDE RSON,
" Brigadier-General.

et
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HDQRS. GEORGIA RESERVES AND MIL. DIST. OF GEORGIA,
Macon, Ga., December 23, 1864.
General G. T. BEAUREGARD, Charleston, 8. C.:

GENERAL: The telegraphic wires work so badly between Millen and
this point that we shall have to rely for the present upon the courier-
line. I am using every effort to remedy the difficulties on the line.
This morning I learn through the Augusta papers ot the evacunation of
Savannah. [ had hoped to have received earlier and more reliable
information of what was occurring with our forces in and about Savan-
nah, but bave so far heard nothing except through the newspapers.

The fall of Savannah thus closing that portion of Sherman’s cam-
paign, leads to the inquiry of the enemy’s next movement. Of this you
are far more able to judge than I am, but I venture to call your atten-
tion to the probabilities of a movement npon Southwestern Georgia.
The removal of the prisoners back to Andersonville, which has been
effected, adds to the inducement for a demonstration in that quarter.
Kilpatrick’s cavalry, being now relieved from Sherman’s army, can go
in any direction, and already we have reports of its moving in that
direction. You are aware that I have no force to meet even a cavalry
raid if made in any force, and hence I call your attention to the
subject.

In the upper portion of the State I have some cavalry commands,
composed principally of militia and deserters and absentees, organized
under the authority of General Hood while that section of the State
was in the occupancy ot the enemy. The strength of these commands
I do not know, as they have not yet reported to me, as I have required
them to do. When purged of the men who belong to the Confederate
service I suppose the various organizations will be about 1,200 strong,
and it was with this force, with such aid as I could give from the
reserve artillery, that 1 proposed to drive the enemy from Dalton. I
state these facts, and inclose a copy of my general order in reference to
these troops, that you may be informed of the condition the State is in,
in a military point of view.

About 1,000 men, composed of Colonel Hood’s cavalry and a portion
of the militia, under General McKay, were at the Altamaha bridge, on
the Savannah and Gulf Railroad, at my last advices, on the 19th
instant. All the militia that were fit for field service were sent forward
to Savaunah from this point, and the remainder, composed of old men
unable to do field duty, were organized and furloughed by Governor
Brown until further orders.

The information from the Army of Tennessee, which I gather from
the papers, and the dispatch I forward to you to-day from Colonel
Brent containing the curious inquiry of General S. D. Lee, cause appre-
hensions of serious disasters in that quarter. 1 am more and more per-
sunaded of the vital importance of increasing our army by the volunteer
principle ot which I have spoken so freely to you. The number of men
whom it seems impossible to obtain by conscription, but who could be
got in the way I have proposed, would greatly increase our army.

I should add that General Hood has called for all the armns and
ammunition at this place to be forwarded to him, which has been done,
reserving a very small portion of each.

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, &c.,
HOWELL COBB,
Major-General.

P. S.-—Your boxes received and stored with the depositary here.
H. C.
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JANUARY 14, 1865.
Return to the Secretary of War.
Subsequent events answer the main points in this letter.
J. D.

[Inclosure. ]

GENERAL ORDERS, | HDQRS. GA. RES. AND MIL, DIST. OF GA.,
No. 30. S Macon, Ga., December 7, 1864,

I. The following military organizations, raised under the authority of
Governor Brown, and afterward received into the Confederate service
by General J. B. Hood—to wit, the regiment commanded by Colonel
Findlay, the battalions commanded by Majors Beall, Murkinson, Gra-
ham, Mc¢Callum, and Ledford, and the battalion lately commanded by
Lieutenaunt-Colonel Glenn, of Pickens County (whose commission was
revoked because he was reported to Governor Brown as a deserter),
under the person who may have been elected to command it—will be
maintained for sixty days from date in discharge of such duties as they
may be called upon to perform.

II. After the expiration of the sixty days all men between the ages
of eighteen and forty-five subject to consecription will report to the
proper enrolling officer for assignment to the army in the field; those
liable either to militia duty or to service in the reserves will remain in
the present organizations.

I11. All persons now in these organizations absent without leave from
the Confederate Army will return promptly to their commands with
the assurance that their cases will be recommended to the most favor-
able consideration of their respective commanding generals, in view of
the services rendered by them in these organizations; and to carry out
this object the officers under whom they have been serving will furnish
each one with a statement of his services. After this opportunity fur-
ther indulgence to absentees will not be granted.

IV. The officers in command of these organizations are enjoined to
be vigilant in the arrest of all deserters and absentees, and will forward
them without delay to the conscript camp at this place.

By command of Maj. Gen. Howell Cobb:

R. J. HALLETT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT,
Macon, Ga., December 7, 1864.

I. The above orders of Major-General Cobb have been submitted to
my inspection, and I concur in the order that the persons insaid organ-
izations who are subject to my command as militiamen remain in the
same organization with those subject to his command as Contederate
reserves till further orders, and L direct all such organizations to report
to General Cobb, and obey his orders in future as they have heretofore
obeyed the orders of General Iood, till further directions from these
headquarters. k

II. All persons in said organizations who belong to the State Line or
the company of State scouts who are now absent without leave will
report immediately to their respective commands. Those who obey

3
3
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this order by reporting to their commanding ofticers, or, if they cannot
reach them, to these headquarters, within the next twenty days, will
receive a free pardon, except the deduction of their wages for the time
they have been absent and one month’s additional deduction.

11I. Al other persons not in said organizations who are so absent
without leave will also report to their respective commands within
twenty days, and will be excused from any degrading punishment.

JOSEPI E. BROWN,

Hpers. DEpr. OF 8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA,
Charleston, 8. C., December 26, 1861,
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond :
GENERAL: I have the honor to inclose herewith for your information
a copy of a communication of the 17th instant from Maj. Gen. William
T. Sherman, U. 8. Army, demanding the surrender of Savannah and
its dependent forts, and a copy of my reply to that demand.*
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. J. HARDEL,
JLieutenant-General.

CHARLESTON, S. C., December 20, 1864.
Major-General McLAws,
Pocotaligo :
(Through Major-General Jones,)
Hold yonr command for the present at Pocotaligo. Take immediate
command of the line from IHardeeville to Pocotaligo. Gather in all
supplies in the country. Iave line of Combahee examined by staff

officer.
W. J. HARDEL,
Lieutenant-General,

CHARLESTON, December 26, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER,
Hardeeville :
It is intended to hold on to line from Hardeeville to Pocotaligo. 1t
will be necessary for you to hold on to New River.
W. J. HARDEL,
Liaeutenant-General,

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Hardeeville, December 26, 1864—11.30 a. m.
Col. J. W, CALDWELL,
Commanding Brigade :

COLONEL: The major-general commanding directs that you will
move with your command to some point near Robertsville where forage
can be procured. This order is given on account of the scarcity of
forage here, You will use the most diligent efforts to keep the men
from straggling on the march. On selecting a camp you will establish

* See p. 137,
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and keep constantly a good camp guard. Keep the men closely in
camp, enforee the most rigid discipline, use every effort to prevent
depredations upon citizens, have regular daily drills, and see that no
torage is wasted, requiring your quartermaster to make proper issues
regularly. You will draw your subsistence stores from Robertsville.
Respecttully, colonel, your obedient servant,
M. G. HUDSON,
First Lieutenant and Atde- de-()ump.

CIRCULAR ORDERS, HEADQUARTERS LEWISY’ BRIGADE,
No. —. } Purysburg, S. C., December 26, 1864.

In obedience to orders from the major-general commanding, the com-
mand will be in readiness to move this evening to a point near Roberts-
ville.

Commanding officers are specially enjoined to keep their men in
column and allow no straggling whatever. Arriving in camp a good
and efficient camp guard will be established and the men required to
remain closely in camp, enforcing the most rigid discipline. The regular
stated roll-calls will be held in the presence of an officer, and all delin-
quents faithfully reported.

Depredations of any kind whatever are strictly prohibited, and any
one caught committing same will be dealt with accordingly. The com-
missary will supply subsistence, and the quartermaster make regular
issues of forage, and no departure from this order will be made under
any circumstances whatever. The colonel commanding feels satisfied
that all officers and men will faithfully bear him out in the execution
of this order when they are informed that the reputation of themselves
and their State is now in question.

It is the wish of the major-general commanding to place us off to
ourselves, and see for himself whether it is this brigade that is commit-
ting all the depredations reported to him through the country or not.

This order will be read to the command when assembled to move.

By order of John W, Caldwell, colonel commanding brigade:

T. BE. STAKE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Report of effective strength of General Taliaferro’s command, §¢., for December 26, 1864.

Efective |
Command. | i]l‘ ﬁ‘:;ﬂ: Remarks,

Companies I and K, 3d South Carolina Cav- 109 = Near Pocotaligo.

alry, Captain Seabrook.
Lompanws A and B, Kirk's Squadron, Cap- 105 Depot.

tain Kirk. |

Total Major Jenkins' command.......... i 214

5th Georgia Regiment. Major Hundley........ " 222 Onemile and a half from Coosaw.
320 Georgia ]\0"’1“"[]! Lieutenant- Colmwl 272 Do.

Bacon.
1st Georgia Reserves, Lieutenant-Colonel \’eeh 119 Do.
3d (,eorgm Reserves, Colonel Moore............ 397 Coosawhatehie,
47th Georgia Regiment, Captain Thompson. ... 232 Tullifinny works.
Detachment 1st South Carolina C avalry, Lup- 131 Do.

tain Trezevant.
7th North Carolina Reserves, Licutenant-Col- 130 | Do.

onel Hancock.

1st South Carolina Militia, Lientenant-Colonel 403 Do.
Herndou. f

—
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Report of cffective strenglh of General Taliaferro’s command, §e.—Continued.

Command, slll'l(l‘l,:lt‘hl Remarks.

e e

112 Coosawhatchie,

Anderson's battery, Lieutenant Hurst

Beaufort Artillery, Lientenant Rhodes.. l(_):»' Do,
Seetion De Pass’ hattery, Lieutenant Manget. . 5 Do. 3 , -
Girardey's battery, Captain Girvardey......... 108 | Coosawhatehie and Tullitinny.
Dvl:u'ln]wm 3d South Carvolina Cavalry, Cap- 110 © One mile rear of Coosawhatchic.
tain Campbell. / - i
Detachment Mounted South Carolina Reserves, 66 Do,
Captain Kay.
Total Colonel Harrison's command...... 2,463 |
Company B, 8th Battalion, South Carolina Re- 40 | Work on Coosawhatchie road.
serves, Captain 1*‘i5hlnu:m'. o) A z
24 Regiment South Carolina Militia. Licuten- . 138 Houney Hill,

ant-Colonel Duncan. s .
3 Regiment South Carolina Militia, Lienten- 260 Do.
ant-Colonel Harrington, |

4th Regiment South Carolina Militia, Colonel 185 Dao.

Ligon. 2% |
Charles’ battery. Sergeant Williamson o1 81 Do.
Euarle's batt Lieutenant Graham... ..‘ 38 f,'\‘»osu\\'hat(:hin and Bolan road.
Companies C and I, 34 South Carolina Caval- | 110 Courier and picket duty.

ry, Licatenants Farr and Jandon. : : d
1st’ Battalion South Carolina Reserves, Major 149  Bee's Creek.

Ballinger. ) i) x
Gth Battalion South Carolina Reserves, Major | 205 | Do.

Meriwether. bk |
Lafayette Artillery, Captain Kanapaux....... 102 Do,
Detachment of Charles’ battery, Licutenant l 17 ‘ Do.

Jones.
2d Batfalion South Carolina Reserves, Major 136 | Dawson's Bluff.

Barnette. f
Detachment Lafayette Artillery............... 12 Da.

Total General Chesnut's command ...... 1,593
RERFOR T OIICIOR" GOTBIMANIA .+ o 8 v 6 im e i B0 i1 o B 5 e ) o O i
Colone]l Harrison's command ...
Geankral Chosnub's COMMMBIM 105 3 do e s sibopon s somss 7 S5 Rnee 58 sore Ok pais v ko 5 3 L AR TS 7 E S a e
P BT e i S 8 S NI e v e e ey Y e R T 4,270

CHARLESTON, December 27, 1564,

General S.-COOPER:

General Hood desires me to visit Army of Tennessee. Colonel Brent,
my chief of staff, at Montgomery, says my presence is required west,
owing to some confusion in various wmatters and want of supplies and
ammunition. TUnless otherwise instructed 1 will leave here as soon
as I can make definite arrangements for future operationsin this State.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General,

CHARLESTON, S, U., December 2;. 186i—I11.30 a, m.
General 8. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.:

In event of having to abandon the coast, and enemy’s movements
will permit a choice of base of operations, shall it be toward North
Caroliua or Georgia? Latter is truebase for forces of this department,
but views of War Department may require otherwise.

G. T, BEAURLEGARD,
General.
63 R R—VOL XLIV
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HEADQUARTERS MILITARY DIVISION OF THE WEST,
December 27, 1864,
Lieut. Gen. W. J. HARDEL,
Comdy. Dept. of 8. C., Ga., and Fla., Charleston, 8. C.:

GENERAL: I am instructed by the commanding general to direct as
follows:

Iirst. That you make silently and eautiously all necessary prepara-
tions for the evacuation of Charleston should it become necessary, taking
at the same time the proper steps to save the garrisons of the different
works. Detailed and confidential instructions should be given as to the
spiking, by means of rat-tail files, all heavy guns and such others as
cannot be moved; for disabling carriages, chassis, and batteries.

Second. That the infantry and cavalry of your command be organized
forthwith into brigades and divisions, under good commanders; that all
the troops be supplied with knapsacks, haversacks, canteens, blankets,
and shoes, and that ample transportation be supplied, as also ammuni-
tion for small-arms and light batteries.

Third. That all light batteries be organized into battalions of three
batteries each, one battalion being attached to each division, the others
in reserve, under the chief of artillery.

The battalions attached to divisions, although under the orders of
the division commanders in battle and on the march, will nevertheless
malke all their returns and reports to the chief of artillery, and all cor-
respondence relative to the organization. equipment, and interior man-
agement ot battalions will passthrough the samechannel, Such batteries
will only be under the orders of the chief of artillery when in permanent
camp or winter quarters. The commanding general also directs that
should field officers be needed for the battalions you will apply by tele-
graph to the War Department and request immediate attention.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

JNO. M. OTEY,
Assistant A djutant-General,

CHARLESTON, December. 27, 1864,
Hon. J. A, SEDLDON,
Necretary of War:

Florida has been cut off in great part from these headquarters, and
needs an officer of experience to command there. General Jones can
be spared for this purpose. Will you order him?

W. J. HARDEL,
Lientenant- General.

PocorTALIGO, December 27, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER,
Hardeeville:

Direct a detachment from your eommand, consisting ot four commis-
sioned officers and forty men, to proceed at once to IFerebee’s place, be-
tween Great Swamp and Grahamville, there to meet S. F. O’Neill, of
commissary department, to assist in collecting cattle.

: L. M(JLA\VB,
Major-General, Commanding.

S

. A pr=———
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: PoCcoTALIGO, December 27, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER,
; Havrdeeville :
[ am direeted by General Hardee to assume command of all the
troops between the Savannah River and this point. Order General P.
M. B. Young to proceed forthwith to Grahamville with his brigade and
ake ¢ and at that point.
take comman I L. MCLAWS,

Major-General, Commanding.

HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
Hardeeville, December’ 27, 1864.
sol. T. B, Rovy,
Assistant Adjutant-General :

CoLONEL: I dispatched to Lieutenant-Greneral Hardee a day or two
past to know if he would permit me to withdraw my picket-line to or
near this place. Yesterday I received a dispateh (which suppose was
an answer) to hold on to New River, as it was intended to hold the
line from Hardeeville to Pocotaligo.” I wish to know if it would not
answer for my line to extend from New River bridge to Pringle Smith’s
plantation, on Savannah River? This would shorten my line and enable
me to blockade the roads below that line. Please answer by telegraph.

Very respectfully, colonel, your obedient servant,
J. WHEELER,
Major-General.

[Indorsement. |

HpQRS. DEPT..0F 8. CAROLINA, GEORGIA, AND FLORIDA,
Charleston, December 29, 1864.
Respectfully returned to Major-General Wheeler:
The authority to shorten his line, within asked for, has been given
him by telegraph.
By command of Licutenant-Generai Hardee:
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CENTRAL RAILROAD COMPANY,
Macon, Ga., December 27, 1864.

-The president reached Macon yesterday. To-day e had a meeting
with Mr. Purse, the only director of the company now in Macon. After
full conversation with Mr. Adams, superintendent, it was

Resolved, First, in relation to the railroad, that it is expedient and
proper that the road be repaired down to Gordon, and thence to Mid-
way, on the Milledgeville Branch, and then that the I3atonton Branch
be repaired up to Ilatonton. By this means two passages across the
State can be secured, viz, one of thirty-five miles, from Midway to May-
field, and one of twenty-two miles, from Eatonton to Madison. It is
expedient to repair the Augusta and Savannah Railroad down to or a
little below Thomas’ Station., Such portion as above specified to be
worked with engines and cars.
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Such is the damaged condition of the road below Gordon that it is
considered inexpedient at present to attempt the repair of it. In view
also of the fact that the enemy with a very large army holds Savaunah,
it is considered very unsafe to attempt any further repairs of the road.

Resolved, That painful as it is, the employés in the road department
must be discharged on the 31st instant, except so many as are indis-
pensably necessary to do the work hereinbefore set forth., and the
superintendent is divected to be particnlar in keeping down the force
to the lowest possible point. He is to report to-morrow. or as soon
thereafter (betore the 31st instant) as he can, the employés who are to
be retained.

In relation to the banks:

Resolved, That the only officer to be retained in the service besides
the Cooks is Mr. T. M. Cunningham.

Considering the neecessary curtailments of expense indicated by the
preceding, the president voluntarily relinquishes part of his salary to
88,000 per annum, to begin on the 1st day of January, 1865.

R. R, CUYLER.

RI¢cHMOND, VA., Decomber 28, (864,
General (. 'I'." BEAUREGARD,
Charleston, S. (', :

The Secretary ot the Navy represents the value as such, in the Gov-
ernment work-shops at Columbus, Ga., of the naval battalion now at
Green Pond, and their rapidly diminishing numbers, that it is suggested
the remainder be returned as soon as possible to their former employ-
ment at Columbus.

JEFI'N DAVIS,

CHARLESTON, December 28, 1864.
(Received 10,30 29th.)
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

General Cobb reports railroad from Macon to Milledgeville will be
completed to-morrow. He urges completion of telegraph line from
Augusta to Atlanta, the one via Millen being unreliable.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

CHARLESTON, December 28, 1864.
(Received 10.30 29th.)
General S. COOPER: .

My presence being required immediately in western part of my pres-
ent command, I respecttully request, on account of interruption in rail-
road communication, that the order extending the limits of said
command to Atlantic coast be recalled. The Department of South
Carolina, Georgia, and [lorida might be annexed to General Bragg's
department.

G. 1. BEAUREGARD,
General,
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CHARLESTON, December 28, 1864.
(Received 10.15 29th.)
General 5. COOPER:

The light artillery of this department has been organized into eight
battalions of three batteries each, and the following-named artillery
ofticers, the majority of whom are the senior captains in their respective
battalions, are recommended for promotion to majors and command
the battalions: Capts. G. I Walter, E. L. Parker, W. K, Bachman,
W. K. Barle, II, M. Stnart, J. W. Brooks, J, A, Maxwell, and Lient.
W, 1. Kemper. All available artillery officers of rank in this depart-
ment have been assigned to heavy artillery commands, and will be
requived with these commands, should they take the field as infantry.
except Lientenant-Colonels Kemper a,n_d Jones, f()'('!:l(fll of whom it is
proposed to give two of the above-mentioned battalions as reserves.

W. J. HARDEL,
Lieutenant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, )}  HDQRS, DEPT. OF 8. C., (A, AND 'LA,,
No. 311. y Charleston, S. (., December 28, 1864,
* s *® * * % *

1V. Taliaferro’s division, Brigadier-General Taliaterro commnanding,
ix hereby constituted as follows:

Rhett’s brigade, Col. Alfred Rhett commanding, consisting of Iivst
South Carolina Artillery, Colonel Rhett: Second Sonth Carolina Artil-
lery, Colonel Fredericl; Ifirst South Carolina Infantry, Colonel Butler.

Anderson’s brigade, Col. Kdward . Anderson commanding, com-
posed as follows: Regiment consisting of Twenty-second (reorgia Bat-
talion (six companies), Cobb Gmard (two companies), Mercer Artillery
(one company), Hanleiter’s batrery (one company); Lucas’ battalion,
Maj. J. J. Lucas, cousisting of three companies; Buist’s battalion, Maj.
(i. 1. Buist commanding, consisting of Gilchrist’s, Melcliers’, Mathewes’,
and Johnson’s companies; Manigault’s battalion, Major Manigault
commanding, consisting of Bonaud’s battalion (Companies A, B, ¢, D,
L), Smitlh’s company siege train, Zimmerman’s company siege train,
and Bridges’ company siege train. :

The several above-named commands will remain as at present
assigned, and make their reports as heretofore, until further orders,
but commanders will require such reports and returns from their re-
spective commands as may be necessary to aercaint them with their
nnmber, condition, &c.

V. The light batteries of this department will be organized into bat-
talions for field service as follows, the seniov officers taking command
of the battalions for the present; orders for the assembling of the
batteries of each battalion will be 1ssued hereafter:

First Battalion—Walter’s battery, Kanapaux’s battery, Schul#’s bat-
tery; Second Battalion—Parker’s battery, Wheaton’s battery, Le Gar-
denr’s battery; Third Battalion—Bachman’s battery, Kanapanx’s bat-
tery, De Pass’ battery; IFourth Battalion—Earle’s battery, Girardey’s
battery, Anderson’s battery; IFifth Battalion—Stuart’s battery, Wag-
cuer’s battery, Gaillard’s battery; Sixth Battalion—Brooks’ battery,
Barnwell’s battery, Abell’s battery; Seventh Battalion—Maxwell’s bat-
tery, Daniell’s battery, Guerard’s battery ; Eighth Battalion—Dunham’s
battery, Gamble’s battery, Villepigue’s battery.
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CHARLENTON, December 28, 1861,
(Received 10.15 29th.)
General S. COOPER:

The light artillery of this department has been organized into eight
battalions of three batteries each, and the following-named artillery
officers, the majority of whom are the senior captains in their respective
battalions, are recommended for promotion to majors and command
the battalions: Capts. G. II. Walter, . T. Parker, W, K. Bachman,
W. E. Earle, IT, M. Stuart, J, W, Brooks, J, A, Maxwell, and Lieut.
W. 11. Kemper. All available artillery officers of rank in this depart-
ment have been assigned to heavy artillery commands, and will be
required with these commands, should they take the field as infantry,
except Lientenant-Colonels Kemper and Jones, to each of whom if is
proposed to give two of the above-mentioned battalions as reserves.

W. J. HARDEL,
Licutenant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, )  HDpQrs, DEPT, OF 8. C., GGA,, AND FLA.,
No. 311. \ Charleston. S. C., December 28, 1864,

1V, Taliaferro’s division, Brigadier-General Taliaterro commanding,
is hereby constituted as follows:

Rhett’s brigade, Col. Alfred Rhett commanding, consisting of Ifirst
South Carolina Artillery, Colonel Rhett: Second South Carolina Avtil-
lery, Colonel Frederick; Ifirst South Carolina Infantry, Colonel Butler.

Anderson’s brigade, Col. Edward €. Anderson commanding, com-
posed as follows: Regiment consisting of Twenty-second Georgia DBat-
talion (six companies), Cobb Guard (two companies). Mercer Artillery
{one company), Hanleiter’s battery (one company); Lncas’ battalion,
Maj. J. J. Lueas, cousisting of three companies; Buist’s battalion, Maj.
(3. L. Buist commanding, consisting of Gilehrist’s, Melchers’, Mathewes',
and Johnson’s companies; Manigault’s battalion, Major Manigault
commanding, consisting of Bounaud’s battalion (Companies A, B, C, D,
18), Smith’s company siege train, Zimmerman’s company siege train,
and Bridges’ company siege train. .

The several above-named commands will remain as at present
assigned, and make their reports as heretofore, until further orders,
but commanders will require such veports and returns from their re-
spective commands as may be necessary to aercaint them with their
number, condition, &c.

V. The light batteries of this department will be organized into bat-
talions for field service as follows, the senior officers taking command
of the battalions for the present; orders tor the assembling of the
batteries of each battalion will be issued heveafter:

First Battalion—Walter’s battery, IKanapaux’s battery, Schulz’s bat-
tery; Second Battalion—DParker’s battery, Wheaton’s battery, Le Gar-
deur’s battery; Third Battalion—DBachman’s battery, Kanapaux’s bat-
tery, De Pass’ battery: IFourth Battalion—Earle’s battery, Girardey’s
battery, Andersow’s battery; Iifth Battalion—Stuart’s battery, Wag-
cner’s battery, Gaillard’s battery; Sixth Battalion—Brooks’ battery,
Barnwell’s battery, Abell's battery; Seventh Battalion—Maxwell’s bat-
tery, Daniell’s battery, Guerard’s battery ; Eighth Battalion—Dunham’s
battery, Gamble’s battery, Villepigue’s battery.
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The Second Battalion will be assigned to Brigadier-General Talia-
ferro’s division, the Sixth to Major-General McLaws’ division, the
Seventh to Major-General Wright’s division. The First, Third, Fourth,
and I'ifth Battalions will be the reserve, under command of Lieut. Col,
Del. Kemper.

By command of Lientenant-General Hardee:
H. W. FEILDEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HARDEEVILLE, S. (., December 28, 1864,

General BRAXTON BRAGG, :
Headquarters Armies of the Confederate States :
DEAR GENERAL: The loss of Savannah I presume you anticipated.

I felt convinced myself it could not be held, immediately upon my

arrival and learning that no re-enforcements counld be expected.

I presume yon have been mortified to hear the complaints and chavges
which have been made against my command. The first charge was
that my command straggled. This is partially true, but the great
cause was the issuing of an illegal order by General Taylor directing
General Clanton toorganize allabsentees from the avmy into ninety-days’
regiments. This order was, of course, abused, as all iliegal orders
generally are, and his officers enlisted men directly from my ranks, and
this nearly ruined one brigade and had a bad effect npon my entire
command. Atter such action on his part he was so unkind as to heap
upon me abuse for the very thing which he (General Taylor) has caused.
Of course there was other apparent straggling, always incident to rapid
movement while watehing or engaging an enemy.

With regard to horse stealing, all was charged to me, while the facts
are as follows: My command captured a great number of horses from
the enemy which were the property of citizens. All of these horses are
being restored to their owners as rapidly as possible. As the enemy
advanced I sent officers on in advance to advise citizens to take off
their horses and mules. When this duty was neglected 1 had details
drive them off and thus saved them from the enemy. This stock has
been or is being returned to the owners when it is possible to do so.

You have no doubt heard that I burnt mills after the enemy had
passed. This is false. In my anxiety tosave property I placed gnards
at mills, directing them to remain until the encmy drove them off, and
only to fire the mill when they saw it was impossible to remain any
Ionger.

I have positive proof that the country swarmed with organized parties
who do not and never did belong to my command. Most of these parties
were acting under orders from Governor Brown, but in all their steal-
ing they claimed to belong to Wheeler’s cavalry. Inow have the names
of sixteen organized parties who steal on my credit. 1 have now run
them oft, and the difficulty has ceased. Captain Conway, who acted so
badly, is not and never was in my command. ITe was acting nuder
orders from Maj. Norman W, Smith,

I make all these explanations to you as I feel grateful for the kind-
ness you have shown me on so many oceasions, and I knew yon wonld
regret to see me neglectful. I have made two written applications for
a board of officers of rank and standing to investigate the entire matter

el e e SN . ceSE—
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and report the facts. The world is getting worse and worse every day.
It is astonishing what false representations are made by some parties.
Ibeg, if any representations are made 1'@;:&1‘(11113; my command, they
will be referred to me and not allowed to rest until I am held account-
able or am able to prove the charges incorrect.

We were all munch shocked at heaving of the President’s death, but
were much relieved this morning to hear that the report was incorrect.

I hope Hood will meet with suecess in Tennessee, but reports indicate
that we may be disappointed. ,

With high regard, your obedient servant and friend,
J. WHEELER.

Field returng showing cffective lotal, total present, and aggregate present, including the
froops between Grahamville and the Combalee River.

E
- o £ ’
= 8 o
Command. = z 8 Lemarks.
2 & e
| A A - O
b4 = ! 5
& z | %
= R
N, - - |- A G
| |
Hlaor's bElRR6. & o v ivss s qunwes suvvssmmitions | T Dol | Ht:xtlioned near Old Poco-
taligo.
ist Georgia Regulars...........oooooneiiiinns 199 209 2314
Symons’ regiment reserves . s 217 219 ‘ 244 | Not numbered.
27th Geergia Battalion .. ....coaaomuiianaiiien. 401 447 466
{11 EOMRORNDSREIRE COUR TS 5o e 817 | 875 | ol |
Chesnnb'a brigade. .- ..o cvcocncicsessinssvisimmnye vl o i The total present and ag-
. gregate present of this
command were not re-
ported; this will be rec-
tified. Stationedat Gra-
= hamville.
1st Battalion South Carolina Reserves 141
2d Battalion South Carolina Reserves ..
6th Battalion Sonth Carolina Reserves
2d Regiment South Carolina Militia . .
3d Regiment South Carolina Militia - . =
4th Regiment South Carolina Militia ........
Company B, 8th South Carolina Reserves ...
T R N Y . S ey 1 1
Harrigon's brigade.....c.cccccanviimriinscenasans - A e Stationml  at Coosawhat.
chie.
5th Georgia Regiment .......... SRERAEY .l 260 313 341
32d Georgia Regiment . i 202 | 404 319
1st Georgia Reserves .. 166 175 189
3d Georgia Roserves.. 451 | 519 559 |
47th Georgia Regiment . 266 | 304 328 |
7th North Carolina Reserves............... | 132 240 263 |
ist South Carolina Militia. 402 H32 585 '
1st South Carolina Cavalvy 121 140 145
Detachiment South Carolina ( 76 85 91
T A S TR | 2160 | 26121 2,820 '
Damming & e ; oo acioiva vine sibiocsigissrls ierleenineasloannn...| Stationed at Pacotalign.
5th }fegimcnt Georgia Reserves 394 425 452
2d Battalion Gieorgia Reserves . 46 52 58
Detachment Athens Battalion ............... 28 28 30
TN St e s CH SN o W e 468 05 540
— - e T — - |
TG T T L ST R e S EREE o A R W SRS Sl (<t | Stationed at Pocotaligo.
50th North Carolina Regiment ............... 550 627 659
10th North Carolina Battalion ............... 305 320 382 |
8 T L et R e A 855 991 |



http:I(.{H/?'ef/(t.tc

1000 OPERATIONS IN 8. (., GA., AND F'LA. [CRAP. LVL.

Field veturns showing effective tolul, tolad present, and aggregate presenl, §e.—Continued.

Command. | Remarks,

tregate presenf.

Light artillery :
Charles’ Dattory sesssssiassiesiiaiisensenn.s
Section Lafayette Artillery .

Grahamville,
Do.

Seetion Karle's battery . e Do.
Anderson's battery ... 122 1 Coosawhatehie,
Girardey's battery 116 Do.
Beaufort arliller_} ...... 125 Do.
Section DelPass’ baftery 5 60 Do.
"rooks’ battery...... 100 | Pocotaligo.
Barnwell's batte: 83 Do.
Abell's battery . o1 | Do.
Section Wagener's batte: 47 | Do.
Stction Earle's battery . T4 Do,
Section Kanapaux’s battery 39 Do.
Total light artillery..... S e L SR S 1
Cavalry: -
l;mlllpnnies C and E, 3d South Carolina Cav- B30 Fopocios msafudndotion Grahamville,
alry. |
Company H and detachments of I¥,-D, and (3, KD Jocr& o sidsieansis Coosawhatehie,
3d South Carolina Cavalry. | | |
ghn ol T L e S S S T | 113 137 143 | Pocotaligo.
Company I, 3d South Carolina Cavalry 43 60 63 Do.
Company K, 3d South Carolina Cavalry -+ 71 78 81 Do.
Company D, 3d South Carolina Cavalry...... 60 65 68 Pocotaligo, and employed
| as conriers to George's
| Ntation.
EORAL BIRVEBIIY - oaonii s oo sunan siwus e daiag o H12 ol
L T Tt O R St B ST 1 7,000 |. e IS
O 1S i |
HEADQUARTERS,
Pocotaligo, December 28, 1864, .

CHARLESTON, December 29, 1864,

His Excellency President DAVIS:

If you will send ns aid we can, with the force here, arrest the progress
of invasion. General Beauregard tells me he desires the commands of
Yeneral Hoke and General Johinson. With these, if no others ean be
spared, we may hold the lower portion of the State, which is threatened.
I write more fully by mail, but time is of the first consequence to us of
that we have left to spare.

A, G, MAGRATIL

CHARLESTON, December 29, 1864,
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

Wheeler’s eavalry, I regret to say, is more or less scattered over the
country from Alabama to South Carolina. No definite returns can be
had. He reports now about 5,000 eftective. The number I sent
was furnished approximately when |sic] 1 sent to Savannah. Major-
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General Martin is in Mississippi in arrest by General Wheeler.
Brigadier- General Kelly was killed in Tennessee; Humes is with
W hecler- Jackson’s division is with Hood. T will write more fully
soon as practicable. 4 7
G. T. BEAUREGARD,
(teneral.

RicuwvoNn, VA.. December 29, 1864,
General G. T. BEAUREGARD,
Charleston, S. (. :

A telegram just received tfrom Angnsta states that Geeneral Wright
has called for all able-bodied men in ’rhe( otton factories. The %(‘wt‘lrv
of War directs that the artisans shall not be disturbed; they must be
kept at work to meet the necessities of the service.

S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General,

CHARLEATON, December 29, 1864.
General S. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General:

Jolumn of enemy which moved a few days since toward Altamaha
bridge, on Gulf ulmad is reported to have returned to Savannah,
where Kilpatrick is said ’to be. Nothing ot importance reported from
that divection. No report ot o]wrahml.\ from General Hood since 3d
instant.

T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

WILMINGTON. December 29, 1864,
General G. T. BEAUREGARD,
Tharleston :

The two battalions I desired to be returned were taken from the
regular garrisons of our forts, and their absence embarrasses us mueh
in \\"011\1110 the heavy gnns. You will observe I do not ask for the
infantry. 1t will be better to send the artillery back, and I have
already asked anthority to send yon other re-enforcements in case you
should need them. The fleet has entirely disappeared, and all is quiet
here,

BRAXTON BRAGC.

CHARLESTON. December 29, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER, : '
Hardeeville:
Lientenant-General Hardee approves your proposition to have your
advauce line rmu from New River bridge to Izard’s, and to blockade
the roads below that line,
T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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CHARLESTON, December 20, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER, :
Haydeeville, S, C.:

Lose no time in blockading the roads suggested in your telegram of

this morning, particularly the road from Screven’s I'erry to New River
bridge.
. J. HARDEL,
Lieutenant- (ufm'ral.

CHARLESTON, December 29, 1864.
Major-General WHEELER,
Hardeeville :

By direction of General Beauregard yon will transfer to the Georgia
side of the Savaunnah River as much of your command as can be dis-
pensed with on Carolina side—say from one-third to one-half.

3y command of Lientenant-General Hardee:
T. B. ROY,
Assistunt Adjutant-General,

GENERAL ORDERS, ) HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
No. 7. §  Beaufort District, 8. C., December 29, 1864.

I. The continued and grave complaints ma.(le by citizens against this
command require that the most stringent efforts be used by all officers
to prevent the slightest depredations of any character in future.

1I. The requirements of General Orders, Nos. 18 and 21, from army
headquarters, and all geueral orders from these headquarters relating
to discipline and depredating upon the property of citizeus, will be
rigidly enforced.

111. No officer or soldier will be permitted to enter a dwelling under
any pretense whatever, unless invited by the occupant. Division, bri-
gade, and regimental commanders will bivouac with their troops, and
with qwxxmnce of their staft officers will see, by close supervision, that
no rails are burned, or depredations of any character whatever com-
mitted. They will see that proper and regular issues of forage and
subsistence are made and no waste allowed. To this end they will re-
quire the most vigorous and energetic efforts on the part of commissa-
ries and quartermasters for the procurement of necessary supplies.
When the command is withont wagons every detail sent out to procure
supplies will be under the ¢coinmand of a commissioned officer, who will
be held strictly responsible tor depredations committed by the detail.

LV. 1. Each division commander will select a regiment, under a strict
officer, which shall be used as a provost guard of the division. This
regiment will be selected for its general good conduct, and will be
retained on this duty only while its conduct is exemplary. Division
commanders may at their option detail men from other regiments for
this duty whom they deem specially appropriate for that purpose.

2. When on the march the provost guard shall be kept in advance
and will leave a guard at every house on the line of march, under a
good ofticer, which guard will not sufter any soldier of this or any other
command to take any species of property whatever from the premises.
These guards will be relieved by the provost guard of the division next
in rear. The gnard of the rear division will remain on duty till the
rear guard of the command has passed.

-
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3. When in camp guards from this regiment will be stationed at
every house “'ith_in the lines of the division, of sufficient strength to
protect the premises. ; Y

V. Bach division commander will detail two or more officers to serve
upon his staff, whose duty shall be to follow in rear of the-command
and visit every house on the line of march and every house from which
forage or rations are procured. They will examine the vouchers given,
see that they arve of the proper character, and take a note of every com-
plaint made by citizens. These officers will be required to certify_in
writing every Sunday morning that this dnty has been fully complied
with. A complete record of all complaints made by citizens will be
kept at division headquarters.

VI. 1. The brave officers and men who for three years have fought
with me in this sacred cause, facing every danger and enduring every
hardship, are not gnilty of horse-stealing and destroying property.
Foul aspersions have been thrown upon you by the conduct of a few
bad men, some of whom may belong in our ranks, but many ot whom,
falsely claiming identity with this command, hover around your line of
march committing depredationsin your name, thus throwing the odium
of their bad conduct upon you. :

2. Besides being my duty to protect citizens and the families of your
fellow soldiers, it is also my duty to protect your honor and your fair
names, and 1 am determined at any cost to accomplish these objects.

3. If the base conduct of a few straggling robbers or the vile tongue
of slander has clouded your otherwise bright fame, a course of the
most scrupulous and irreproachable conduet on your part can alone
relieve you. I therefore appeal to every one of my officers and sol-
diers to aid to their ntmost ability in bringing all oftenders to justice.

4, Citizens must also assist in this work. If their property is tres-
passed upon or their horses stolen, they must follow the culprit 1.ntil
means are acquired to secure his arrest, either by procuring aid or by
tracing him to the camp. There complaint should be promptly made
to his commanding officer. If full redress is not given, appeal should
be made to the next commander, and so on until justice is obtained.

VIIL. 1. By rigidly enforcing this and other orders from these head-
quarters on the subject of discipline and depredations, division com-
manders cau render the discipline of their commands perfeet. A gen-
eral court-martial is established in each division, and ample means fur-
nished to relieve the army of disqualified and negleetful officers.
Their places can be supplied by meritorious men whom the law admits
of being appointed for valor and skill.

2. Inholding division commanders strictly responsible for the condnet
of their commands, the corps commanders will lend them every aid by
assuming the responsibility of ordering any punishment which eircum-
stances may demand. Division will hold brigade eommanders strictly
responsible; brigade must look to regimental commanders, and they
must hold eaptains to striet account for the conduct of their men. Tor
every breach of discipline some one must be punished. If the officers
whose duty it is to punish the offender neglects that duty, his immedi-
ate commander must take action against him, Without ecertain and
prompt punishment for every offense or negleet, proper discipline can-
not. be maintained.

VIIL. The spirit of this order will be carried out in all commands less

than a division.
J. WHEELER,
Major-General.
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HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS.
Hardeeville, December 29, 1864,
(reneral JosEru H. LEWwIs,

- Commanding Brigade Carvalry:

GENERAL: Inclosed is an order for yon to move with your command
across the river at Sister’s Ferry. General I'ry has been requested by
telegraph to send a boat from Augnsta to assist in crossing your com-
mand. Major-General Wheeler desires me to say that the order ema-
nates from General Beauregard, and he presumes has some urgency init.

Respectfully, general, your obedient servant,
M. G. HUDSON,
First Lieutenant and Aide-de-Camp.

[Inelosure.]

SPECTIAL ORDERS, | HEADQUARTERN CAVALRY CORPS,
No. 110, y  Hardeeville, S. C., December 29, 1864—4 p. m.

I1L. Brigadier-General Lewis, commanding brigade, will move at
onee with his command across the Savannah River at Sister’s Ferry
and report to Brigadier-General Iverson.

* * * * %* * *

By order of Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler:

M. G. HUDSON,

First Lieut., Aide-de-Camp, and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

R1icaMoND, VAL, December 30, 1864,
Governor A. G. MAGRATH, .
Columbia. S. C. :

Yours of the 25th and 29th received. | have long realized the impor-
tance of such action as you snggest, but necessities elsewhere have
prevented action in accordance with our wish. I have held several
conferences with General Lee on the subjeet, and will have another,
showing him your letter and telegram. The co-operation of the State
ofticers with the engineers ot the Confederate States is accepted as
proposed. Will write yon more fully by mail.

JEFI'N DAVIS,

WAR DEPARTMENT, C. S. A..
‘Richmond. Va., December 30, 1864.
General W. J. IHARDREE,
Charleston, S. C. :

I have ordered Lieuntenant-Colonel Tucker, commanding a battalion,
not yet fully organized, of recruits from I‘ederal prisoners, to report to
you immediately. The organization not being yet recognized by the
Department, but simply formed under an authority, is subject to be
modified, divided, or arranged in any way that the interests of the
service may require. The existing officers may have some claim to
selection, but have not commissions. Will you have special attention
given to the battalion, and commuuicate yonr conclusions respecting it.

J. A. SEDDON,
Seeretary of War,
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CHARLESTON, December 50, 1864,
General 8, COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

Your telegram ordering all artisans to be returned to their employ-
ments has been received. The Naval and Arsenal Battalions had
already been returned. Your order will take away all of Wright's
division except four small companies. That division is holding an
important position. I earnestly urge that you send 1,400 men to replace
it. I have already been weakened by the return of the heavy artiller-
ists to Wilmingtou,

W. J. HARDEE,
Licutenant-General.

WILMINGTON. December 30, 1564,
Brig. Gen. L. S. BAKER, :
Goldsborough, N. C.:

If nothing active in your district prevents, proceed to Richmond and
report to Colonel Sale, my private secretary. After a tull conference
with the President on the condition in Georgia and South Carolina
return and resume your command,

BRAXTON BRAGG.

WILMINGTON, December 30, 1864,
Col. JouN B. SALR,
Military Seeretary, Richmond :

Believing the President will be gratified to know the exact state of
affairs in Georgia and South Carolina, I have ordered Brig. Gen. L. S.
Baker, who has returned trom there disabled for the field by his old
wound, to proceed to Richmond and report to you. Obtain an early
interview for him. He passed through all the scenes from Augusta to
the evacuation of Savannah, and can report fully; and it is very
important the exact state of affairs now should be known.

BRAXTON BRAGG.

GENERAL ORDERS, )} Hbpers. Depr. oF 8. C., GA., AND I'LA.,
No. 92. } Charleston, 8. C., December 30, 1864.

1. The allowance of field transportation for the troops in this depart-
ment will be as follows:

1. Division headquarters: Ior general and all stafl officers, two four-
horse wagons for baggage, one four-horse wagon for forage, one four-
horse forge, one two-horse ambulance.

2. Brigade transportation: For general and staft officers at brigade
headquarters, one four-horse wagon for baggage, &c¢., and one two-
horse ambulance; brigade forage, one four-horse wagon; brigade, one
four-horse forge; commissary scales and implements for butchering for
brigade, one four-horse wagon; field, staff, and company officers of
each regiment, one four-horse wagon; cooking utensils for every 300
men, one four-horse wagon; every 300 men, one two-horse ambulance;
brigade medical supplies, one four-horse wagon; brigade intrenching
tools, one four-horse wagon.
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3. To each brigade there will be attached an ordnance train of four-
horse wagons sufficient to carry sixty extra rounds of ammunition per
man, each wagon carrying fifteen boxes of ammunition. This orduance
train will be in the immediate charge of the brigade ordnance officer,
and all the brigade trains of each division in charge of the division
ordnance officer.

4. Battalion .of light artillery: Battalion headquarters, one two-
horse wagon; each battalion, one four-horse forge; officers and men of
cach battery of light artillery, one four-horse wagon; forage for each
battery, two four-horse wagons; extra ammunition for battery, one
four-horse wagon; battalion medical supplies, one two-horse wagon;
each battery, one two-horse ambulance.

11. This order shall apply to the cavalry of this department, with the
tollowing modification: Two four-horse wagons will be allowed to every
100 eftective men for forage.

II1. The load of a four-horse wagon will not exceed 1,708 pounds.

IV. All transportation and ambulances in excess of the above allow-
ance will be at once turned in to the chief quartermaster.

Requisitions will be made to supply deficiencies.

By order of Lieutenant-General Hardee:

T. B. ROY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

SPECIAL ORDERS, HpQrs. Depr. 0¥ S, C., GA., AND FLA.,
No, 313. Charleston, S. C., December 30, 1864,

IX. Maj. Gen. G. W. Smith will have command of a geographical
distriet which will include Aungusta and Millen, in Georgia, and Branch-
ville, in South Carolina. He will proceed at once to construct detenses
at Branchville. g '

By command of Lieutenant-General Hardee:

H. W, FEILDEN,
Assistant Adjutant-General,

HEADQUARTERS FISER’S BRIGADL,
LFrampton Farm, December 30, 1864,
Major-Generar McLAWS,
Commanding, de.:

GENERAL: I sent aregiment at daylight this morning near Tullifinny
bridge, and I sent an officer in the direction of the railvoad trestle.
Found the left of Harrison’s line about three-quarters of a mile above
Tullifinny bridge. I have connected with the line on my right. Have
seen nor heard nothing of the regiment commanded by Colonel Cum-
ming. I suppose you do not intend me to consider myself in command
of any line beyond the Tullifinny. If you deem it at all probable that
the enemy will advance either by way of Mackay’s Point road or the
various roads crossing the Tullifinny and leading to the railroad, I
would respectfully suggest that you send a regiment or so to oceupy
from Old Pocotaligo to Frampton farm, and allow me to extend my
right, so as to more effectually protect the railroad and Colonel Harri-
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son’s rear.  Captain Barnwell opened on the enemy this morning from
Lawtow’s farm, but was compelled to withdraw with the loss of 1 man
mortally wounded, himself and 2 men slightly. T wish you would ride
over, if ¢ouvuuult
I aun, sir, your obedient servant,
JNO. C. IISER,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

CHARLESTON, December 30, 1864,
Major-General WHEELER,
. Har deea ille:
General II'udee desires the two ritfled 24-pounders lrom Red Bluft
sent to Adams’ Run Station.
p . GONZALES,
Colonel and Chief of Artillery, Department.

GENERAL ORDERS, | HEADQUARTERS CAVALRY CORPS,
No. 8. { Hardeeville, S, C., December 3(), Stid.
Until further orders the following will be thc allowance of trans-
pmmtlou of this corps:

Tor corps headquarters: For baggage, two four-horse wagons; quar-
termaster and commissary of submstenu, stores, two four-horse wagons;
forage, one four-horse wagon; forge, one four-lorse wagon; medical
supplies, one four-horse w a,onn, ambulance, one two-horse wagon.

Division headquarters: Baggage, one four-horse wagon; quartvunns-
ter and commissary of .subSlstcnce stores, one four-horse wagon; for-
age, one four- horse w agon; transportation for three days’ rations for
every 600 men, one six-horse wagon; medical supplies, one two-horse
wagon.

Brigade headquarters: Baggage, one four-horse wagon; quartermas-
ter and commissary of subsistence stores, one four-horse wagon; medi-
cal supplies, one two-horse wagon; for a"c one four-horse wagon; ord-
nance for each 400 muskets, one four-lorse w agon.

Regiments: Officers’ baggage, including deaks, money boxes, and
medical supplies, one four-horse wagon; each 400 men present for duty
for ¢ooking utensils, one four-horse V‘l"()ll, each 100 animals for forage,
one four-horse \\'zwou, ambulance, one two-horse wagon.

Artillery with cavalry: Each battery, baggage for ofticers, cooking
utensils, and extra harness, one four-horse wagon; torage, one four-
horse wagon; forge, one four-horse wagou.

Ordnance: 12-pounder howitzer battery, fouwr guns, two four-horse
wagons; Napoleon, three four-horse wagons; battery of rifled guns
(four), one four-horse wagon.

Batteries artillery: Extra harness, instead of battery wagons, with
wagons, one four-horse wagon; forge, two four-horse wagons; ambu-
lance, two two-horse wagons.

IT1. All mules and wagons in excess of the aboyve allowance will be
immediately turned in to Capt. S, Ii. Norton, chief quartermaster of
this corps.

111. Captain Norton, chief quartermaster, will immediately form the
mules and wagons thus turned in with a general supply train, and place
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the train thus formed in charge of one or more assistant quartermasters
as the number of wagons may require to be used as the major-general
commanding may direct.
By order of Major-General Wheeler:
HENRY CHAPMAN,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

HEADQUARTERY CAVALRY DIVISION,
December 30, 1864,
| Lieut. M. G, HUDSON ;|
LIEUTENANT: [ will move to-morrow morning back to the States-
borough and Hudsow’s Ferry road. 1 intend making my headquarters
at Doctor Longstreet’s. My picket-line will extend from Iibenezer to
No. 3, Central railroad. 1 caun forage the command here no longer.
Every exertion has been made to keep as close up as possible. No
news from the enemy. They are making no movement in this direc-
tion. My scouts go within six miles of Savaunah.
Very respectfully, your obedient-servant,
ALFRED 1VERSON,
Brigadier-General.

RI¢HMOND, VA., December 30, 1564,
Lieut. Col. J. . TUCKER,
Commanding First Foreign Battalion, Colwmbia, S. (. :
Report immediately with your command to Lieutenant-General
Hardee for duty.
5. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

CHARLESTON, December 31, 1864,
General S, Coorur,
Adjutant and Iwspector Gereral :

1 respectfully suggest that Augusta be placed in General Hardee's
department, owing to breaks in railroad and its immediate connection
with defense of South Carolina. I am unable to leave before to-morrow
morning.

G. 1. BEAURLEGARD,
General,

CHARLESTON, December 31, 1864,
General 8. COOPER,
Adjutant and Inspector General :

1 should have stated in telegram of this a. m.. in relation fto status of
Augusta, that General Hardee has now nnder his command nearly all
available forces in Georgia, which he requires also for defense of South
Carolina.

G. T. BEAUREGARD,
General.

adee oty
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SPECIAL ORDERS, ApJr, AND INSP. GENERAL'S OFFICE,
\*0. 310. Eichmond, Va., December 31, 1861.
# * %* F3 * *

‘(‘(VIII Maj. Gen. Samuel Jones, Provisional Army, C. S, is
assigned to the command of the 1)1\trlct of Florida, in the Department
of South Carolina, Geor om, and Ilorida.

* * * * * £

By command of becretary of War, _ 4

JNO. WITHERS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

CHARLESTON, 8. C., December 31, 1864.
Lieut. Gen, W. J, HARDEE,
Comdyg. Dept. of 8. C., Ga., and Fla., Charleston, 8. C.:

YENERAL: I inclose herewith a copy of a telegram received to-day
from the President, relieving me, at my request, of the general com-
mand of the Department of South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida. My
presence is absolutely required at this moment at Montgomery and
with the Army of ’l‘enneﬂsee, and T am unable to inform you when
I will be able to return iu this direction. The interruption of railroad
communication might render it impracticable to get back in time to
be of assistance to you, should you require my aid suddenly. The tele-
gram of the President not being explicit as to the status ot Augusta, 1
have requested that it should be included in your department, as you
now have under you the whole of Wheeler’s cavalry and nearly all ‘the
available forces of Georgia, which ave also required by you for the
defense of South Carolina. The defense of this city is so intimately
connected with that of the western portion of this State that you will
consider it within the limits of your department until further orders
from the War Department.

I have already given you all the verbal instruections possible for the
defense of Charleston and this State. The answer of the War Depart-
ment, not, yet received, to my telegram of the 27th instant will determine
whether, in the event of evacnating this city, you will retire toward
Georgia or North Carolina as a base. The first is your natural base;
but should you have reason to expect large re-enforcements from the
latter State, yon should of course retire in that direction. You will
apply to the defense of Charleston the same principle applied to that
of Savaunah—that is, defend it as long as compatible with the safety of
your forces. Having no reason at present to expect suecor from an
army of relief, you must save your troops for the defense of South Caro-
lina and (zeorgm

The fall of Charleston would necessarily be a terrible blow to the
Confederacy, but its fall with the loss of its brave garrison would be
still more fatal to our cause. You will, however, make all the prepara-
tion necessary for the possible evacnation of the city and ¢ clear your
decks for action.” Should it not take place, the trouble and expense of
transportation will amount to little; but should you be compelled to
evacuate the city wheun unprepared, thc loss of public property would
be incalenlable. All the cotton in the city should be removed, and if
any be in the city at the time of its evacnation it must be destroyed.

As already instructed, you should organize all your troops for the tield,
collecting sufficient tmnspm tation, ammunition, and provisions for an
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active campaign. You must have depots of provisions and forage at
several points in the interior of the State. Columbia would be a very
suitable point; Florence also, if you expect to move in the direction of
North Carolina. Augusta, Mayfield, and Milledgeville must be depots
for future operations. Your defeusive lines from the Savannah River
would be, as already explained to you: First, the Combahee and Salke-
hatchietoBarnwell Court-House, thence to theSavannah River; second,
the Ashepoo and Salkehatchie to Barnwell Court-House, thence to
Savannah River; third, Edisto to Branchville, thence across toward
Barnwell Court-House; fourth, Edisto and Caw Caw Swamp, or Ran-
towles Creek; fifth, Edisto and Ashley. Wheeler’s cavalry must protect
your front toward Savannah River, and your right flank from Barn-
well Court-House toward Augusta. At least, the larger portion of his
cavalry must be south of that river, to wateh the movements and check
the progress of any force moving toward Augusta or the interior of
Georgia, until the rest of the cavalry and other forces could be sent to
give battle to the enemy.

Please keep Geuneral Cobb and myself advised of your movements
and those of the enemy, in order that we may give you in time any
assistance in our power.

Hoping that you may be suceesstul in holding Charleston and repell-
ing any advance of the enemy, I remain, respectiully, your obedient
servant, :
G. T. BEAURLEGARD,

General.
[ Inclosure.]

RicHMOND, December 30, 1864,
General G. T. BEAUREGARD:

Your dispateh of this day received; also a copy of that to General
Cooper in relation to assignment of General Bragg. You will leave with
General Hardee orders and instructions in regard to the departmenteast
of Augusta, and will resume the command of the district westof Angusta
as heretofore defined. The change will be more formally announced
from the Adjutant-General’s Office.

JEFI'N DAVIS.

HARDELVILLYE, December 31, 1864,
General MceLAws:

Will send picks and shovels by first train,  Brigadier-General Young
had been ordered to Georgia side of Savannah River, but orders were
countermanded, and he was ordered to you, at Grahamville, on 25th.
1 earnestly request that company from Eighth Texas ordered to you
for temporary duty be returned.

W. Y. C. HUMES,
Brigadier-General,

HARDEEVILLE, December 31, 1864,
Major-General McLAaws:
The pickets at Cheves’ place report the enemy shelling them from
Hutechinson’s Island. The enemy attempted to cross the river at same
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place in three rice boats, but were repulsed. The pickets at Screven’s
Ferry report five or siX transports leaving Szwzm}muh this morning
heavily loaded with soldiers. Rice boats passing from Savannah side
to island loaded with plank. ;

W. Y. C. HIUMES,

Brigadier-General,

COLUMBIA, 8. (., December —, 1864,

Hon, JAMES A. SEDDON,
Seeretary of War:

Sir: The undersigned citizens of South Carolina respecttully request
that at least oue corps of the army be sent from Virginia to save the
States of Georgia and South Carolina from being laid waste by the
enemy. There isno force here to prevent it, and it is absolutely neces-
sary to have at least one well-orguuizeq corps besides Hardee’s on foho,
coast, about which the half-trained citizens may rally. Otherwise,
however brave and determined, their efforts will amount to nothing.
These two States have, to a large extent, furnished the Army of Vir-
ginia with supplies. If they are wasted by raids and their railroads
cut, this source of supply is lost. We are sensible of the pressure upon
Richmond, and the importance of saving the capital, but it is manifest
that its defense must at this moment be made here.

A just regard for the safety of these States and of the comnion cause
in which we are all embarked induces us to press this appeal with
great earnestness upon your consideration,

We have the honor to be, with high respect, your obedient servants,

W. F. De Saussure, Andr. Crawford, W. H. Scarborough,
Daniel Ravenel, R. S. Bryan, J. L. Clark, James D.
Tradewell, James Rose, lidwin 1. Seott, J. I'. Gowrdin,
Robt. Bryce, J. W. Hayne, J. S. Guignard, Edward Hope,
J. C. Lyous, H. Muller, J. A. Crawtford, Campbell R.
Bryce, D. W, Ray, Rufus M. Johuston, J.P. Surtlime, J.
McKenzie, J. H. Wells, Jacob Levin, Alex. Laughlin,
‘Wm. E. Martin, J. E. Dent, W. B. Johnston, Thos. H.
Wade, Wm, Martin, Peter J. Shand, Wm. B. Yates, E.
L, Kenison, Alfred Wallace, Jno. Banskett.

[ IFirst indorsement. |

JANUARY 5, 1865.
Respecttully submitted. from respect to the signers, to the consider-
ation of the President.
J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.
[Second indorscuent. |
SECRETARY OF WAR:

The question presented is one of which General Lee can best judge.
I suggest a reference to him.
J. D.
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[Third indorsement.]

WAR OFFICE,
February 7, 1865.
ADJUTANT-GENERAL:
Please note the President’s suggestion, and refer to General Lee
accordingly.
By order of the Sceretary of War:
R. G. H. KEAN,
Chief of Bureaw of War,

{Fourth indorsement. |

ADJUTANT AND INSPECTOR GENERAL’S OFFICE,
February 9. JM‘J.
Respectfully referred to General R. E. Lee.
By order of Adjutant and Inspector General:
JNO. WITHERS.
Assistant Adjutant-General,

[Fifth indorsenwent. |

[IEADQUARTERS,
February 11, 1865.

Respectfully returned.

I have sent all the troops from this army that can be spared. The
Army of Tennessee is ordered to South Carolina, and a part of it
arrived. If the citizens of Georgia and South Carolina will fill up its
rauks it will be able to protect the country,

R. K. LEE,
General,

WAR DEPARTMENT. C, 8. A., ENGINEER BUREAU,
Richmond, Va., Janvary 3, 1865.
Hon. JAMES A. SEDDON,
Seeretary of War :

Sir: I have the honor to report the tollowing injuries to the main rail-
roads in Georgia done by the enemy in General Sherman’s advance
from Kingston to Savannah, viz:

First. Western and Atlantic road (Georgia State road): Track and
bridges from Atlanta to Etowah River, inclusive, are destroyed. Be-
yond Etowah no injury of moment is reported. Length of track
destroyed, about 46 miles; length of bridges at Chattahoochee and
Ltowah, 1,200 feet. The Goveruor of Georgia has sent his agents to
e\anune and report as to the extent of injury to this road, the property
of the State, but at the time of Captain Grant’s report, 16th of Decem-
ber, no portion of the repairs had been made. All the labor and
nmtermls that can be obtained by the Government will be first applied
to the reconstruction of the Georgia road (from Augusta to Atlanta),
and to the Atlanta and West Point road, with a view to get one con-
nection as soon as possible,

Second. Georgia road: The work to be done on this road is com-
prised in three important bridges—one over the Oconee River, the other
two over smaller streams—and thirty-eight miles of track. Of the
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Jatter, fifteen miles will require iron rails irom other sources, About
twenty-three miles of bent rails can be straightened. Cross-ties will
be needed for twenty-five to thirty miles. The most favorable estlmatc.
as to time for f(inishing the repairs of this road-is t]'le middle of
February. All the labor that can be had by temporary impressments
and by impressments for twelve months has been assigned to this work,
and to, 5 ; 3

Third. Atlanta and West Point road: This road at last report was
repaired to Palmetto from West Point; it will be finished as soon or
sooner than the Georgia road.

TFonrth. The Central Railroad of Georgia: This road, which connects
Macon with Aungusta via Millen, has been repaired to Gordon, where
the branch to Milledgeville has its junetion with the main road. Cars
now run from Macon to Milledgeville. The Central road from Gordon
to Millen is very seriously destroyed. Ivery effort is being made to
induee the company to renew the road, but there are about 100 miles
seriously injured; they cannot be repaired as soon as the roads leading
through Atlanta. The best engineers that could be furnished from
the command of General Beauregard are employed in rebuilding the
roads; and General Beauregard has assured this bureau that he will
give them every support, and that all that is possible will be done to
hasten their completion. With every exertion and with all the assist-
ance that can be brought to bear, we can hardly expect the first through
line can be repaired before the middle of IFebruary next.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. F. GILMER,
Major-General and Chief of Bureau.
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