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CHAPTER XIV.
I

THE ARMY OF THE CENTRE.

As the army corps had relieved the commanders of depart
ments from the care of the great mass of minor and personal
details relating to the troops under them, so the organization
of military divisions, now f01: the first time introduced into
our service-although something similar had been intended
when General McClellan was first called to Washington-left
the generals selected to command them entirely free to devote
their minds to the organization, administration, and movement
of their armies against the enemy. Tactical details devolved
upon the department commanders. The unit habitually con
templated by the commander of the military division became
an army; his detachments were army corps.
The military division of the Mississippi, in the personal
command of which Sherman had just relieved the lieutenant
general, consisted of the four large departments of the Ohio,
the Cumberland, the Tennessee, and Arkansas. Embracing
the great central belt of territory from the Alleghanies to the
western boundary of Arkansas, it included the entire theatre
of war from Chattanooga to Vicksburg. Four large Union
armies occupied this central zone.
The army of the Ohio, consisting of the Ninth and Twenty
third Army Corps, was at Knoxville. Major-General John
M. Schofield had just taken command of it. Longstreet had
disappeared from its front, and was retreating into Virginia to
- join Lee, and the Ninth Corps was on the way to re-enforce the
army of the Potomac. The Twenty-third Corps, as it presently
took the field, consisted of the divisions of Brigadier-Generals
Miles S. Hascall and Jacob D. Cox. Three divisions remained
to garrison East Tennessee and Kentucky.
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The Army of the Cumberland was at Chattanooga., under
the command of Major-General George H . Thomas. It con
sisted of the Fourth, Fourteenth, and Twentieth corps, com
manded respectively by Major-Generals Oliver O. Howard,
John M. Palmer, and Joseph Hooker. The Fourth Corps
included the divisions of Brigadier-Generals D. S. Stanley,
John Newton, and Thomas J. Wood; the Fourteenth, those of
Jefferson C. Davis, R. W. Johnson, and Absalom Baird;
and the Twentieth, those of A. S. Williams, John W. Geary, and
Daniel Butterfield.
The Army of the Tennessee, comprising the Fifteenth, and
portions of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth corps, under
Major-Generals John A. Logan, George M. Dodge, and :frank
P. Blair, Jr., was at Huntsville, commanded by McPherson.
The remaining divisions of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Corps were at Memphis and Vicksburg, under Hurlbut and
Slocum, except those absent on the Red River expedition.
The Fifteenth Corps embraced the divisions of Generals P. J.
Osterhaus, l\forgan L. Smith, John E. Smith, and Harrow;
the Sixteenth, those of Thomas E. G. Ransom, John l\f. Corse,
and Thomas W. Sweeney; and the Seventeenth, those of
Charles R. Woods and Miles D. Leggett.
The cavalry consisted of McCook's division of the Army of
the Ohio, Kilpatrick's and Garrard's divisions of the Army of
the Cumberland, and Edward McCook's brigade of the Army
of the Tennessee.
The Department of Arkansas, including the whole of that
State, was commanded by Major-General Frederick Steele,
who, with the main portion of his troops, was at Little Rock,
holding the line of the Arkansas River, with the object of
keeping an army of the enemy away from the Mississippi and
out of Missouri. This department, however, did not long
continue attached to Sherman's command, being added to the
Military Division of West Mississippi, under Canby, when
that organization was formed in May.
John McAllister Schofield, the Son of a clergyman, the
Reverend James Schofield, residing in Chatauqua County, in
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the State of New York, was born there on the 29th of Sep
tember, 1831. When about twelve years of age his father
took him to reside at Bristol, illinois, whence, in 1845, they
removed to Freeport, in the same State. In June, 1849,
young Schofield entered the Military Academy at West Point,
and graduated four years later, standing seventh in the order
of genepl merit in the same class with Generals McPherson,
Sheridan, Sill, Terrill, R. O. Tyler, and the rebel General
Hood. He was appointed a brevet second-lieutenant, and at
tached to the Second Regiment of Artillery, ·on the 1st of July,
1853, and in regular course of promotion advanced to the
grades of second-lieutenant in the First Regiment of Artillery
on the 30th of August in the same year; first-lieutenant in the
same regiment on the 1st of March, 1855; and captain on the
14th of May, 1861. After serving for two years with his
company in South Carolina and Florida, in the fall of 1855,
Lieutenant Schofield was ordered to West Point, as Assistant
Professor of Natural and Experimental Philosophy; which
position he held until June, 1860, when he obtained leave of
absence for twelve months to accept the Chair of Physics
in Washington University, at St. Louis, Missouri, intending
to quit the army at the end of the leave. Thi$ design he
abandoned immediately upon the publication of the Presi
dent's proclamation of the 15th of April, 1861, calling for
seventy-five thousand volunteers, and waiving the remainder
of his leave, reported himself for orders and was assigned to
duty as mustering officer at St. Louis. Shortly afterwards,
by permission of the War Department, Lieutenant Schofield
accepted the position of major of the First Regiment of
Missouri Volunteers, offered him by the governor of the
State, and in that capacity participated with his regiment in
the bold capture and dispersion of the nest of secessionists at
Camp Jackson on the 10th of May, planned and executed
by Captain, afterwards Brigadier-General Nathaniel Lyon.
Major Schofield soon afterwards became General Lyon's
principal staff-officer, and served with that gallant commander
throughout the campaign which ended in his death. In the
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fall, the First Missouri Volunteers was convei'ted into a heavy
artillery regiment, and Major Schofield charged with its
equipment. At Fredericktown, Missouri, he participated with
Battery A, the first one mounted, in the defeat of Jeff.
Thompson, by Plummer and Carlin. On the 20th of No
vember, 1861, Major Schofield was appointed by the President
a brigadier-general of volunteers - and at the same time
received from the governor of Missouri a corresponding
commission in the Missouri Militia, with orders to organize,
equip, and command a force of ten thousand militia, to be
called into the service of the United States, within the limits
of Missouri, during the war. With this force General Schofield
was enabled to relieve the main armies for active service in
more important fields. In the spring of 1862, he was desig
nated by Major-General Halleck, commanding the Depart
ment of the West, as commander of the district of Missouri,
and in the faU organized and took personal command of the
Army of the Frontier, serving in the southwestern portion of
the State. He relinquished the former command in September,
to give his undivided attention to the suppression of the
terrible guerrilla warfare which then raged in Missouri. · On
the 29th of November, 1862, the President appointed him a
major-general of volunteers, but his straightforward, decided,
and just ac1ministration of affairs as commander of the district
of Missouri having greatly dissatisfied the local politicians,
they made a combined and determined effort to defeat his
nomination, and so far succeeded that the Senate failed to act
upon it, and his commission consequently expu:ed on the 3d
of March, 1863, by constitutional limitation. Immediately
relieved, at his own request, from duty in Missouri, Brigac1ier
General Schofield was now ordered to report to Major-Gen
eral Rosecrans, commanding the Army of the Cumberland,
at Murfreesboro', Tennessee, by whom he was assigned to
the command of Thomas' old division of the Fourteenth
Army Corps. A month later, President Lincoln reappointed
him a major-general of volunteers, and sent him back to
St. Louis, to relieve Curtis, in command of the Department
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of Missouri. In May, 1863, he assumed command, aI?-d realiz
ing the paramount importance of the operations before Vicks
burg, suspended all active operations in his own department
9.nd lent himself heartily to a co-operation with the plans of
General Grant, then merely the commander of an adjacent de
partment, by furnishing him with Major-General F. J. Her
ron's fin~ division of the Army of the Frontier, and all other
troops not necessarily required for a strictly defensive attitude
in Missouri. After the capture of Vicksburg, Schofield was
re-enforced by General Grant with Steele's division, lately of
Sherman's corps. Sending a division of cavah'y uncleI' Briga
dier-General J. W. Davidson to join Steele at Helena, he
ordered the latter forthwith to move on Little Rock, the key "
to the military possession of the line of the Arkansas River
and the control of the State, while he sent another column
from Kansas, under Brigadier-General Blunt, to occupy Fort
Smith and open communication with Little Rock. Both
movements having proved successful, Missouri being thus
secured from the ravages of a border war, and his army
holding securely the line of the Arkansas, while menacing
offensively the forces of the enemy between that river and the
Red, Generu.l Schofield was engaged in concerting with Major
General Banks, commanding the Gulf department, the details
of a joint occupation of Shreveport and the line of the Red
River, when, in January, 1864, the President appointed Major
General Rosecrans to relieve him from command. There
were then three principal political parties in Missouri, which,
nnder different names or various pretences, had existed ever
Rince the outbreak of the war. The entire control of affairs
in Missouri necessarily rested with the military commander of
the department. As it was impossible to please all parties,
so, in looking o.nly upon his duty and his orders from a stand
point different from that of either, he generally ended by
pleasing none. Fremont, Hunter, and Curtis had been suc
cessively relieved from command; Schofield himself had been
degraded for a time; and now he was again to give way to the
demands of the dissatisfied politicians. Perceiving at last
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that the hostility of these gentlemen was indeed directed
against himself, and not against his subordin.ates, President
Lincoln, although he indorsed and supported Schofield's entire
policy and acts, yielded to the demands of the politicians for
the purpose of demonstrating their motives, and gave them a
new commander of their own choice. In a few weeks, the
howls against Rosecrans were as loud as those previously
raised against any of his predecessors. At the request of
General Grant, Schofield was now assigned to the command
of the Army of the Ohio, which he assumed on the 9th of
February.
George H. Thomas, born in Southampton County, Vir
ginia, on the 31st of July, 1816, of wealthy and respectable
parents, entered West Point in June, 1836, and graduated
twelfth in a class of forty-five members; on the first of
July, 1840, was appointed a second-lieutenant in the Third
Regiment of Artillery, attained by regular promotions the
grades of first-lieutenant, on the 17th of May, 1~43, captain
in the month of December, 1853, and on the 12th of May, 1855,
was selected as major of the newly rfti'lP,o Rp,~onc1 Regiment of
Cavalry. On the 25th of Ap.ril, 1861, by regular promotion,
consequent upon the resignation of the disloyal officers, he be
came lieutenant-colonel and on the 5th of May colonel of
the same regiment, then and since known as the Fifth Cavalry.
During this time, he served eighteen months in Florida, was
br~vettcd firgt-lieutenant, on the 6th of November, 1841, for
gallantry in the war against ,the Seminoles; served some time
with his company at New Orleans Barracks, Fort Moultrie, in
Charleston Harbor, and Fort McHenry, near Baltimore; in
July, 1845, was sent to Corpus Christi, Texas, to report to
General Taylor; took part in the defence of Fort Brown
against a short siege by the Mexicans, and in the battle of Re
saca de la Palma; was brevetted captain for gallant conduct
at the battle of Monterey, September 23, 1846; commanded
Company E, Third Artillery, during the following winter; was
brevetted major for highly distinguished service with his bat
tery in the decisive action at Buena Vista; recrossed the Rio
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Grande at the conclusion of the war and was placed in charge
of the commissary depot at Brazos Santiago; served in Flor
ida, in command of Company B, of his regiment, in 1849 and
1850; served at Fort Independence, Boston Harbor, during
the first three months of 1851; was stationed at West Point
as instructor of artillery and cavahy from that time until the
spring 6f 1854, when he was ordered to Caliiornia with a bat
talion of his regiment and stationed at Fort Yuma, until July,
1853; served with the Second Cavalry, into which he had now
been promoted, until early in 1856, when it went to Texas,
where he commanded it for three years; and in April, 1861, was
ordered to Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania, to remount his
regiment, which had been betrayed and robbed of its outfit
and equipment by Twiggs, in his infamous surrender of
the entire department under his command, after he had
received orders relieving him, and with indecent haste to
anticipate the hourly expected arrival of his successor. In
May, 1861, Colonel Thomas took command of a brigade in
the Department of Pennsylvania, under Major-General Patter
son, afterwards the Department of the Shenandoah, under
Major-General Banks, and continued to hold that position
until the end of August. On the 17th of August he was ap
pointed a brigadier-general of volunteers, and shortly after
wards ordered to Kentucky to report to Brigadier-General
Anderson, who gave him the command of Camp Dick Robin
son with about six thousand new troops. On the 26th of
October, a brigade sent out by him under Brigadier-General
Schoepf defeated the enemy under Zollicoffer, in the battle of
Wildcat. On the 18th of January, after a march of nineteen
days, over nearly impassable roads, with part of the fi~t
division of the Army of the Ohio, to which Generat Buell as
signed him, he met the fierce attack of Zollicoffer, near Mill
Spring, Kentucky, repulsed it, attacked in his turn, broke the
enemy and pursued the disordered remnants to the Cumberland
River, which they crossed during the night, abandoning all
their artillei'y and baggage. In March, Thomas with his divi
sion, now forming the reserve of Buell's army, occupied Nash
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ville, and in April joined the rest of that army after the battle
of Shiloh, and moved with it and Grant's army on Corinth.
On the 25th of April, 1862, he was promoted to be a major
general of volunteers, and on the 1st of May his own division
was transferred to the Army of the Tennessee, and he was as
signed by General Halleck to command the five divisions, in
cluding Sherman's, constituting the right wing of the forces
before Corinth. After the evacuation of that place by Beau
regard, Thomas returned to the Army of the Ohio and was
placed on duty as second in command of that army, during
Bragg'S invasion and the remarkable series of movements by
which Buell manCBuYred it out of Tennessee, through Ken
tucky, and back to Louisville. On the 1st of October he was
assigned to the command of the right wing of that army, and
in that capacity took part in Buell's nominal pursuit of Bragg.
On the 5th of November, 1862, he was assigned "i?y General
Rosecrans, who had just relieved Buell, to the command of a
corps comprising his own third division, now under Ronsseau,
and Negley's division. At Stone River, on the 31st of Decem
ber, 1863, when Bragg impetuously hurled his entire army
against Rosecrans' right and routed it, Thomas, with Rous
seau's division unbroken, stood firm, held his ground, and
aided in the selection of the new line, whose strength enabled
Rosecrans to turn back the enemy's second attack on the fol
lowing day. On the 20th of September, 1863, at the battle of
Chickamauga, when McCook and Crittenden on either flank
yielded to the fury of the enemy's assault, and streamed back
in such utter rout to Chattanooga that even Rosecrnns gavo
up the day as lost, and hastened thither in person to prepare a
" new line of defence, Thomas with his corps, somewhat later
augmented by Granger's division, stood like a lion at bay,
and resting his flanks upon the sides of the mountain gap,
resisted and severely punished every attempt of Bragg, either
to force his position in front or to turn his flanks. Falling
back in the night three miles to a better position, he again
formed line of battle and waited all the day of the 21st
for Bragg's expected attack, which never came. Having
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alone saved the Army of the Cumberland from destruc
tion, Thomas was very justly selected as the successor of
General Rosecrans, when on the 19th of October it was
determined to relieve the latter. On the 27th of the same
month he was made a brigadier-general in the regular army.
Faithful over all things and free from all petty desires,
when ~herman, his junior in years, in experience, in commis
sion, and at no remote period his subordinate, was ele
vated to the command of the Military Division of the Missis
sippi, Thomas yielded a ready acquiescence in the selection,
and a thorough, efficient, and essential co-operation in all the
plans of his new superior. It is characteristic of Thomas,
that in the twenty-five years that have elapsed since his
graduation he has had but two short leaves of absence, one in
1848, arnd one in 1860, and has never been on favored duty of
any kind. In his most marked traits, Thomas is the antithesis
of Sherman, his habitual repose of mind and temper being,
perhaps, only less strongly marked than Sherman's electric
restlessness.
James Birdseye McPherson was born in Sandusky County,
Ohio, on the 14th of November,1828, entered the Military
Academy towards the close of his twenty-first year, in June,
1849, graduated at the head of the Same class, with Schofield,
and on the 1st of July, 1853, was appointed a brevet second
lieutenant, and assigned to the corps of engineers. By regno:
lar promotion, he attained the grades of second-lieutenant, on
the 1st of December, 1854, first-lieutenant, December 13, 1858,
and captain, August 6, 1861. Upon the expiration of his
graduating furlough, he was stationed at West Point as as
E}istant instructor of practical engineering, and remained there
until September, 1854, when he was detailed as assistant
engineer of the harbor defences of New York. From January
to July, 1857, he was in charge of the construction of Fort
Delaware, in the Delaware l,tiver. In December, 1857, he
took charge of the erection of the fortifications on Alcatras.
Island, in the Bay of San Francisco, California. In August,
1861, he was detailed to superintend the construction of the
12

178

SHER)IAN AND HIS C.ru.m'AIGNS.

fortifications of Boston Harbor. On the 12th of November,
of the same year, Captain McPherson was, at the request of
Major-General Halleck, appointed an additional aid-de-camp,
with the rank of lieutenant-colonel, and, on reporting to him
at St. Louis, was assigned to engineer duty on his staff.
Lieutenant-Colonel McPherson served as chief engineer on
General Grant's staff, at Forts Henry and Donelson, and at
Shiloh, and was brevetted major in the regular army for the
two former and lieutenant-colonel for the latter. On the 1st
of May he was promoted to be additional aid-de-camp, with
the rank of colonel, and servyd on General Halleck's staff as
chief engineer of the army before Corinth. He was soon
afterwards promoted to be brigadier-general of volunteers,
from May 15th, 1862. After serving under Grant as gen
eralsuperintendent of the military railways in the Depart
ment of the Tennessee and upon the staff of that general in the
battle of Iuka, he saw his first service in command of tmops
early in October, when, with a division, he fought his way
through the rebel General Price's lines, then investing Corinth,
marched in to the relief of the garrison, and the next day
joined in the attack and pursuit of the enemy. In recognition
of his continued meritorious services, he was, upon General
Grant's request., promoted to be a major-general -of volun
teers on the 8th of October, 1862. In December, 1862,
he was assigned to the command of the Seventeenth Army
Corps. He was appointed a brigadier-general in the regu
lar army, to date from the capture of Vicksburg. His
share in the campaign which resulted in the conquest of
the Mississippi River, in the battles of Port Gibson, Ray
mond, Jackson, and Champion'S Hill, and in the siege of
Vicksburg, we have already noticed, as well as his subsequent
assignment to the command of the district of Vicksburg, and
the control of operations on that part of the river, and his
part in Sherman's Meridian raid. He was tall in person, being
over six feet in height, well proportioned and erect; easy and
agreeable in his manners; frank in conversation; accessible to
all; gallant and dashing in action; regardless of danger;
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strictly honorable in all his dealings with men and with tlle
Government.
Schofield, young but matured, well poised, thoroughly scien
tific by education, thoroughly practical by contact with men,
habituated to command; McPherson, in the full flower of his
life, bold and enthusiastic, just emerging from a complete
mastery of the science of defensive war into the wider field of
the offensive, trained to command under the eye, and by the
example of Grant and Sherman; Thomas, the ripe growth of .
years and experience, of balanced and crystallized mind,
strong and patient, steadfast and prudent, a true soldier, no
genius, but a master of his profession, exhaustive in prepara
tion, deliberate in action, ponderous and irresistible in execu
tion: such were the men upon whom, under the leadership of
Sherman, the destiny of the campaign 'was to rest.
On the 25th of March, Sherman set out to inspect his com
mand, and prepare it for action. He visited Athens, Decatur,
Huntsville, ~nd Larkin's Ferry, Alabama; and Chattanooga,
Loudon, and Knoxville, Tennessee. Meeting General McPher
son at Huntsville, General Thomas at Chattanooga, and General
Schofield at Knoxville, he arranged with them in general terms
the lines of communication to be guarded, and the strength
of the columns and garrisons, and fixed the first of Mayas the
date when every tIring throughout the entire command was to
be ready for a general movement. Leaving the department
commanders to complete the details of organization and pre
paration, Sherman returned to his headquarters at Nashville,
to look after the vital question of supplies. Two parallel
lines of railway from the Tennessee River on the east, and a.
third line from the Ohio at Louisville, bring supplies to Nash
ville. Thence by the Nashville and Decatur Railroad they
are carried south to Decatur, and by the Nashville and Chat
tanooga Railroad southeast to Chattanooga, passing through
Huntsville, Stevenson, and Bridgeport. The Memphis and
Charleston Railroad forms the base of a triangle, one hundred
and twenty-one miles from Decatur to Chattanooga; from
oC'ar Decatur to Bridgeport it lies north of the Tennessee.

-
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Thus in case of accident or destnlCtion to either of the direct
lines, there was generally communication by the circuitous
route, and during the season of navigation the Tennessee
River added a third. The railways were in fine condition, in
spite of the repeated injuries inflicted upon them by the
enemy's cavalry in their frequent raids, but the people in East
Tennessee were so impoverished that the Union commanders
had hitherto felt obliged to issue rations to them from the
military stores. Sherman at once found that the army and
the people could not both be fed by the railways. The army
must be supplied, must remain, and must move forward; the
people could bring supplies by private means or could mi
grate to other parts of the country. Sherman's first duty was
the success of his army. He accordingly issued orders stop
ping the issue of stores to the citizens, and made strenuous ex
ertions to increase the carrying capacity of the railways. "At
first," he says, in his official report of the campaign, "my orders
operated very hardly, but the prolific soil soon afforded early
vegetables, and ox-wagons hauled meat and bread from Ken
tucky, so that no actual suffering resulted, and I trust that
those who clamored at the cruelty and hardships of the day
have already seen in the result a perfect justification of
course." By the 1st of May the storehouses at Chattanooga
contained provisions for thirty days, the ammunition-trains
were fully supplied, the re-enlisted veterans had come forward,
and all was ready.
On the 10th of April, Sherman received his final instruc
tions from the lieutenant-general. From them he learned
that Grant would march with the Army of the Potomac from
Culpepper on the 5th of May, against Lee. Sherman was to
move against Johnston at the same time, with Atlanta as his
immediate objective. He immediately replied, giving the
details of his plans, and concluding:
" Should Johnston fall behind Chattahoochee, I would feign
to the right but pass to the left, and act on Atlanta or its
eastern communications, according to developed facts. This
is about as far ahead as I feel disposed to look; but I would

my
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joined the Army of Tennessee Iilarly in April, were still de
tained on the Mississippi, in consequence of the unexpected
length and disastrous end of the Red RiYer expedition.
The Confederate army under Johnston, now numbering,
according to his official report, forty thousand nine hundred
infantry, in the three corps of Hardee, Hood, and Polk, and
four thousand cavalry, under Wheeler, was grouped around
Dalton, on the
of the Chattanooga and Atlanta Railway,
Johnston's plan was to take the initiatiYe, with his own fOl'ce
increased from other sources as largely as practicable; but
while Mr. Davis and General Bragg, then stationed in Rich
monel, as general-in-chief of the Confederate armies, were
engaged in discussing details, and objecting to General John
ston's suggestions, Sherman advanced.
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CHAPTER XV.
BEYOND THE MOUNTAINS.

THE two hostile armies were separated by an inaccessible
spur of the All~hanies, called Rocky Face Ridge, cloven by
Buzzard's Roost Gap, through which run the railway and
Mill Creek. This narrow pass was strongly fortified, was
flooded by the waters of the creek, artificially raised by means
of 0. d~m, and was swept by strong batteries on ~he projecting
spurs and on a ridge at the southern extremity. To assault
the enemy in this almost unapproachable position, formed no
part of Sherman's plan. He decided to turn the enemy's left.
McPherson was ordered to move rapidly by Ship's Gap, Vil
lanow, and Snake's Creek Gap, on the railway at Resaca,
eighteen miles below Dalton, or a point nearer than that
place, make a bold attack, and after breaking the railway
well, to retire to a strong defensive position near Snake Creek
Gap, ready to fall on the enemy's flank when he retreated,
as 'it was thought he would do.
On the 7th of May, with slight opposition, Thomas occu
pied Tunnel Hill, directly in front of Buzzard's Roost Gap.
On the 9th, Schofield moved down close to Dalton, from
his camps at Red Clay, and Thomas renewed hi;' demon
stration against Buzzard's Roost and Rocky Face Ridge
with such vigor, that Newton's division of Howard's fourth
corps carried the ridge, but turning south, found the crest too
narrow and too well protected by rock epaulements to enable
it to reach the gorge. Geary's division of Hooker's twentieth
corps, made a bold push for the summit, but the narrow road
was strongly held by the enemy, and could not be carried.
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ton along the comparatively good roads constructed before
hand, by his own foresight. On the 14th of !\fay, the whole
rebel army was met in a strong position behind Camp
Creek, occupying the forts at Resaca, the right on some
high hills to the north of the town. Sherman at once ordered
a pontoon bridge to' be laid across the Oostanaula at Lay's
Ferry,;ln the direction of Calhoun; Sweeney's division of the
Sixteenth Corps, to cross and threaten Calhoun, and Garrard's
cavah'y division to move from its position at Villanow towards
Rome, cross the Oostanaula, and break the railway below
Calhoun and above Kingston, if possible, while the main army
pressed against Resaca at all points. Generall\fcPherson got
across Camp Creek 'near its mouth, and made a lodgment
close up to the enemy's works, driving Polk's corps from the
hills that commanded the raih'oad and trestle bridges; and
General Thomas pressing close along Camp Creek Valley,
threw Hooker's corps across the head of the creek to the main
Dalton road, and down it close to Resaca.
General Schofield came up on his left, and a heavy
battle ensued during the afternoon and evening of the 15th,
during which General Hooker drove the enemy from several
strong hills, capturing a four-gun battery and many prisoners.
That night Johnston escaped, retreating south across the
Oostanaula, and the next morning Sherman entered the town
in time to save the road bridge, but not the railway bridge,
which had been burned. )
The whole army started in pursuit, General Thomas directly
on the. heels of Hardee, who was bringing up the Confederate
rear, General McPherson by Lay's Ferry, and General Scho
field by blind roads to the left. In Resaca another four-gun
battery and a considerable quantity of stores were found.
army crossed the
During the 16th the whole of Sherman's
r
Oostann.ula, a:nd on the 17th moved south by as many different
roads as practicable. General Thomas had sent Jefferson
C. Davis' division along the west bank of the Oostanaula, to
Rome. Near Adairsville, the rear of the rebel army was again
encountered, and about sunset of that day General Newton's
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division, in the advance, had a sharp encounter with his rear
guard, but the next morning he was gone, and the Union troops
pushed on through Kingston, to a point four miles beyond,
where they found the enemy again formed on ground compar
atively open, and well adapted for a great battle. General
Schofield approached Cassville from the north, to which point
General Thomas had also di.rected General Hooker's corps,
and General McPherson's army had been drawn from Wood
land to Kingston in. order to be in close support. On the 19th
the enemy was in force about Cassville, strongly intrenched,
but as our troops converged on him again he retreated, in the
night-time, across the Etowah Ri.Yer, burning the road and
railway bl'idges near Cartersville, but leaving us in possession
of the valuable country about the Etowah RiYer.
That morning Johnston had ordered Polk's and Hood's
. corps to advance and attack the Fourteenth Corps, General
Palmer's, which had followed them from Adairsyille, but
Hood, who led the advance, being deceived by a report that
the union troops had turned his right, delayed until the op
portunity was lost. On the night of the 19th, the Confed
erate army held a commanding situation on a ridge before
Cassville, but acting upon the earnest representations of Lieu
tenant-Generals Polk and Hardee, that their positions were
untenable, Johnston crossed the Etowah on the following
morning.
Holding General Thomas's army about Cassville, General
McPherson's about Kingston, and General Schofield at Cass
ville's depot, and towards the Etowah bridge, Sherman gave
his army a few days' rest, and time to bring forward supplies
for the next stage of the campaign. In the mean time General
Jefferson C. Davis, with his division of the Fourteenth Corps,
had got possession of Rome, with its forts, eight or ten guns
<?f heavy calibre, and its valuable mills and foundries. Two
good bridges were also secured across the Etowah River near
Kingston. Satisfied that the enemy would hold hin1 in check
at the Al1atoona Pass, Sherman resolved, without even at
tempting it in front, to turn it by a circuit to the right, and
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having loaded the wagons with forage and subsistence for
twenty days' absence from the railway, left a garrison at Rome
and Kingston, on the 23d put the army in motion for Dallas.
General McPherson crossed the Etowah at the mouth of
Conasene Creek, near Kingston, and moved for his position to
the south of Dallas by way of Van Wert. Davis' division
of the Fourteenth Corps moved directly from Rome for Dallas
by Wan Wert. General Thomas took the road by Euharlee
and Burnt Hickory, while General Schofield moved by other
roads more to the east, aiming to come up oil Thomas' left.
The head of Thomas' column skirmished with tlle eneniy's
cavah'y, under Jackson, about Burnt Hickory, and captured a
courier with a letter of General Johnston, showing that he had
detected the move, awl was preparing to take a stand near
Dallas. The country was very rugged, mountainous, and
densely wooded, with few and obscure roads. '
On the 25th May, General Thomas was moving from Burnt
Hickory for Dallas, his troops on three roads, Hooker's corps
having the advance. When he approached the Pumpkin Vine
Creek, on the main Dallas road, he found Jackson's division
of the enemy's cavalry at the bridge to his left. Rapidly
pushing across the creek, he saved the bridge, though on
fire, and following eastward about two miles, encountered
and drove the infantry some distance, until he met Hood's
corps in line of battle, and his leading division, General
Geary's, had a severe encounter. Williams' and Ward's (late
Butterfield's) divisions of Hooker's corps, were on oth~r roads,
and it was nearly four o'clock P. M. before General Hooker
got his whole corps well in hand, when he deployed, and,
by Sherman's order, made a bold push to secure possession
of New Hope Church, where three roads from Ackworth, Ma
rietta, and Dallas meet. Here a hard battle with Stewart's
division of Hood's corps was fought, lasting two hours, but
the enemy being covered by hastily constructed earthworks,
and a stormy dark night having set in, General Hooker was
unable to drive him from these roads. '1'he next morning
General McPherson was moved up to Dallas, General '1'homas
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deployed against New Hope Ohurch, and General Schofield
directed towards the left, so a~ to strike and turn the enemy's
right. General Garrard's cavalry operated with General Mc
Pherson, and General Stoneman's with General Schofield.
General McOook looked to the rear. Owing to the difficult
nature of the ground and dense forests, it took several days
to deploy close to the enemy, when Sherman resolved gradu
ally to work towards our left, and as soon as all things should
be ready to push for the railway east of Allatoona. In making
the development ·before the enemy about New Hope, 'many
sever~ encounters occurred between parts of the army. On
the 28th, General McPherson was on the point of closing
to his left on General Thomas, in front of New Hope Ohurch,
to enable the rest of the army to extend still more to the left,
and to envelop the enemy's right, when suddenly the enemy
made a bold and daring assault on him at Dallas. Fortu
nately our men had erected good breastworks, and gave the
enemy a terrible and bloody repulse, After a few days' delay,
for effect, Sherman renewed his orders to General McPherson,
to move to the left about five miles, and occupy General
Thomas' position in front of New Hope Ohurch, and directed
Generals Thomas and Schofield to move a corresponding dis
tance to their left, This was effected without resistance on
the 1st of June, and by pushing the left well around, all the
roads leading back to Allatoona and Ackworth were occupied,
after which Sherman sent General Stoneman's cavalry rapidly
into Allatoona, at the east ·end of the Pass, and General' Gar
rard's cfivah'y around by the rear to the west end of the Pass.
TIllS was accomplished, Allatoona Pass was turned, and Sher
man's real object gained.
Ordering the railway bridge across the Etowah to be at
once rebuilt, Sherman continued working by the left, and by
the 4th of Jnne had resolved to leave Johnston in his in
trenched position at New Hope Ohurch, and move to the rail
way about Ackworth, when the latter abandoned his intrench
ments, and fell back to Lost Mountain. The Union army
then moved to Ackworth and reached the rail,vay on the 6th.
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On the 7th the Confederate right was extended beyond the
railway, and across the Ackworth and Marietta road. 'O n ex
amining the Allatoona Pass, Sherman found it admirably
adapted for use as a secondary base, and gave the necessary
orders for its defence and gan·ison. As soon as the railway
bridge was finished across the Etowah, stores came forward to
camp by rail. At Ackworth, General Blair came up on the 8th
of June with two divisions of the Seventeenth Corps, that had
been on furlough, and one brigade of cavalry, Colonel Long's,
of General Garrard's division, which had been awaiting horses
at Columbia. This accession of force nearly compensated for
the losses in battle, and the detachments left at Resaca, Rome,
Kingston, and Allatoona.
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CHAPTER XVI.
ACROSS THE CHATTAHOOCHEE.

ON the 9th of June, his commtmication in the rear being'
secure and supplies ample, Sherman moved forward to Big
Shanty.
Kenesaw Mountain lay before him, with a high range of
hills, covered with chestnut-trees, trending off to the north
east, terminating in another peak, called Brushy Mountain.
To the right was a smaller hill, called Pine Mountain, and
beyond it, in the distance, Lost Mountain. .All these, though
links in a continuous chain, present a sharp, conical appear
ance, prominent in the vast landscape that presents itself from
any of the hills that abound in that region. Pine Mountain
forms the ' apex, and Kenesaw and Lost Motmtains the base
of a triangle, perfectl,Y covering the town of Marietta and the
railway, back to the Chattahoochee. On each of these peaks
the enemy had his signal-stations. Hardee's corps held the
left of the enemy's line, resting on Lost Mountain, Polk's the
centre, and Hood's the right, across the Marietta and Ackworth
road. The enemy's line was fully two miles long-more than
he had force to hold. General McPherson was ordered to
move towards Marietta, his right on the railroad; General
Thomas on Kenesaw and Pine Mountains, and General
Schofield off towards Lost Mountain: General Garrard's 'cav
airy on the left, General Stoneman's on the right; and General
McCook looking to the rear and communications. The depot
was at Big Shanty.
By the 11th of June Sherman's lines were close up, and he
made dispositions to break the enemy's line between Kenesaw
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and Pine Mountains. General Hooker was on its right and
front, General Howard on its left and front, and General
Palmer between it and the railroad. During a sharp can
nonading from General Howard's right and General Hooker's
left, Lieutenant-General Polk, of the Confederate army, was
killed on the 14th, and Major-General Lovell succ-eeded to the
command of his corps. On the morning of the 15th Pine
Mountain was found abandoned by the enemy. Generals
Thomas and Schofield advanced, and found him again strongly
intrenched along the line of rugged hills connecting Kenesaw
.and Lost Mountains. At the same time General McPherson
advanced his line~ gaining substantial advant.age on the left.
Pushing the operations Oll the centre as vigorously as the
nature of the ground would permit, Sherman had again or
dered an assault on the centre, when, on the 17th, the enemy
abandoned Lost Mountain, and the long line of breastworks
connecting it with Kenesaw. Our troops continued to press
at all points, skirmishing in dense forests of timber, and across
most difficult ravines, until, on the 19th, they found him again
strongly posted and intrenched, his right wing, composed of
Hood's corps, thrown back to cover Marietta, resting on the
Marietta and Canton road; the centre on Kenesaw Mountain,
held by Loring's corps; and the left, Hardee's corps, across
the Lost Mountain and Marietta road, behind Nose's Creek,
and covering the railroad back to the Chattahoochee.
From Kenesaw the enemy could look down upon the Union
camps, and observe eVAry movement, and his batteries thun
dered away, but did little harm, on nccOlmt of the extreme
height, the shot and shell passing harmlessly over the hends of
the men. During the operations about Kenesaw the rain fell
almost continuously for three weeks, rendering the narrow
wooded roads mere mud gulleys, so that a general movement
would have been impossible; but the men daily worked closer
to their intrenched foe, and kept up an incessant picket firing
to annoy him.
General McPherson was watching the enemy on Kene
saw and working his left forward; General Thomas swing
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ing, as it were, on a grand left wheel, his left on Kene
saw connecting with General McPherson; and General Scho
field all the time working to the south and east, along the old
Sandtown road. On the 21st, Hood's corps wa,s moved to the
left of the Confederate lines, and his former position on the
right filled by Wheeler's cavalry. On the 22d, General
Hooker had advanced his line, with General Schofield on his
right, when Hindman's and Stevenson's divisions of Hood's
corps suddenly sallied forth, attacked Williams' division of
Hooker's corps and a brigade of Hascall's division of General :
Schofield's army, and drove in their skirmish lines, but on reach
ing the line of battle received a terrible .repulse and·fell back,
leaving dead, wounded, and many prisoners in our hands.
Upon studying the ground, Sherman now considered that he
had no alternative but to assault the enemy's lines or turn his
position. Either course had its difficulties and dangers; and
he perceived that the enemy, as well as his own officers, had
settled down into a conviction that he would not assault forti
fied lines. All expected him to "outflank." An army, to be
efficient, must not settle down to one single mode of offence, but
must be prepared to execute any plan which promises success.
Desiring, therefore, for the moral effect, to make a successful
assault against the enemy behind breastworks, Sherman re
solved to attempt it on the left centre; reflecting that if he
could thrust a strong head of column through at that point,
by pushing it bolcUy and rapidly two and a half miles, it
would reach the railway below Marietta, cut off the enemy's
right and centre from its line of retreat, and then, by turning '
on either fragment, that fraction could be overwhelmed and
destroyed. On the 24th of June, he ordered that an assault
should be made at two points south of Kenesaw on the 27th,
one near Little Kenesaw by McPherson, and the other about
a. mile further south by Thomas. On the 27th of June, the
two assaults were made exactly at the time and in the man
ner pn~5cribed in Sherman's orders, and both failed, costing
us many valuable lives, among them those of Generals Harker
and McCook-Colonel Rice, and others badly wounded; our
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aggregate loss being nearly three thousand, while we inflicted
comparatively little loss to the enemy, behind his well-formed
breastworks. The losses in Hardee's and Loring's corps, by
which the brunt of the assault was sustained, are reported by
General Johnston at about five hundred and forty. In his
official report, Sherman says: "Failure as it was, and for
which I assume the entire responsibility, I yet claim it- pro
duced good fruits, as it demonstrated to General Johnston
that I would assault, and that boldly; and we also gained and
held ground so close to the enemy's parapets that he could
not show a head above them."
On the 1st of July, Sherman ordered General McPherson to
be relieved by General GalTard's cavalry in front of Kenesaw,
{Lnd rapidly to throw his whole army by the rIght to threaten
Nickaj!1ck Creek and Turner's Ferry across the Chattahoochee;
and he also pushed Stoneman's cavah-y to the river .below
f Turuer's. General McPherson commenced his movement on
the night of July 2d, and, at the same moment, Johnston, finding
his left turned, and in danger of being cut off from Atlanta,
abandoned his strong position at Kenesaw Mountain, and fell
back to Smyrna Church, five miles from Marietta. The next
morni.])g General Thomas' whole line was moved forwal'Cl to
the railway, and turned south in pursuit towards the Chatta c
hoochee. General Logan's corps, of General McPherson's
army, was ordered back into Marietta by the main road, and
General McPherson and General Schofield were instructed to
cross Niclmjack and attack the enemy in flank and rear, and,
if possible, to catch him in the confusion of crossing the
Chattahoochee; but Johnston had covered his movement too
well, by a strong tete-de-pont at the Chattal'l.oochee and an ad
vanced intrenched line across the road at Smyrna Church, to
admit of this.
Leaving a garrison in Marietta, and ordering General Logan
to join his own army near the mouth of Nickajack, Sherman
overtook General Thomas at Smyrna. On the 4th of July,
Thomas pushed a strong skirmish line down the main road,
capturing the entire line of the enemy's pits, and made strong
13
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demonstrations along Nickalack Creek and about Turner's
Ferry. This had the desired effect, and dvring the night
Johnston fell back to the Chattahoochee, covering the cross
ings from Turner's Ferry to the railway bridge, and sending
Wheeler's and Jackson's cavalry to the left bank to observe
the river for twenty miles above and below. The next morn
ing, Sherman advanced to the Chattahoochee, General Thomas'
left flank resting on it near Price's Ferry, General McPherson's
right at the mouth of the Nickajack, and General Schofield in
reserve. Heavy skirmishing along the whole front, during the
5th, demonstrated the strength of the enemy's position, which
could alone be turned by crossing the main Chattahoochee
River, a ra.pid and deep stream, only passable at that stage
of water by means of bridges, except at one or two very
difficult fords.
Conceiving that this would be more easy of execution be
fore the enemy had made more thorough preparation or re
g:1ined full confidence, Sherman ordered General Schofield to
cross from his position on the Sandtown Toad · to Smyrna
camp ground, and next to the Cllattahoochee, near the mouth
of Soap's Creek, and effect a lodgment on the east bM.
This was most successfully and skil£ully accomplished on tho
7th of July, General Schofield capturing a gun, completely
surprising the guard, laying a good pontoon bridge and a
trestle bridge, and effecting a strong lodgment on high and
commanding ground, with good roads leading to the east. At
the same time, General Garrard, with his cavalry division,
moved rapidly on Roswell, and destroyed the cloth fact01:ies
which had supplied the rebel armies. General Garrard woo
then ordered to secure the shallow ford at Roswell, and hold
it until he could be relieved by infantry; and, as Sherman con
templated transferring the Army of the Tennessee from the
extreme right to the left, he ordered General Thomas to send
a. division of his infantry that was nearest to Roswell to hold
the ford until General McPherson could send a corps from the
neighborhood of Nickajack. General Newton's division was •
'>ent, and held the ford until the arrival of General Dodge's
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corps, which was soon followed by the remainder of General '
McPherson's army. Genera1.Howard had also built a bridge
at Powers' Ferry, two miles below General Schofield, and had
crossed over and taken position on his right. Thus, during the
9th, we had secured three good and safe points of passage over
the Chattahoochee above the enemy, with good roads leading
to Atlanta. Learning these facts, Johnston crossed the river on
the night of the 9th, and burned the bridges in his ree.r; and
thus, on the morning of the 10th, Sherman's army held undis
puted possession of the rigl~tbank bf the Chattahoochee; one
of the chief objects of his campaign was gained;1 and Atlanta
lay before hinl, only eight miles distant. It was too impor
tant a place in the hands of an enemy to be left undisturbed
with its magazines, stores, arsenals, workshops, foundries, and
converging railways. But the ,.men had worked hard and
needed rest.
In anticipation of this contingency, Sherman had collected
a well-appointed force of cavalry, about two thousand strong,
at Decatur, Alabama, with orders, on receiving notice by
telegraph, to push rapi(Uy south, cross the Coosa at the
railroad bridge or the Ten Islands, and thence by the most .
direct route to Opelika, for the pUlJlOse of breaking up the only
finished railway connecting the channels of trade and travel
between Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, running from
Montgomery to Opelika, and thereby to cut off Johnston's
army from an important source of supply and re-enforcement.
Major-General Lovell H. Rousseau, commanding the district
of Tennessee, had asked and received permission to command
the expedition. As soon as Johnston was well across the
Chattahoochee, and Sherman had begun to manceuvre on At
lanta, the requisite notice was given. General Rousseau started
pqnctuaily on the 10th of July, fulfilled his orders and instruc
tions to the very letter, passed through Talladega, reached the
railway on the 16th, about twenty-five miles west of Opelika,
and effectually broke it up to that place, as well as three miles
of the branch towards Columbus, and two miles towards
West Point. He then turned north, and, on the 22d, joined
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Sherman at Marietta, having sustained a loss of ab~ut thi~ty
men.
The interval to the 16th of July, was employed in collecting
stores at Aliatoona, Marietta, and Vining's Station, strengthen
ing the railway guards and garrisons, and in improving the
pier bridges and roads leading across the river. Generals
Stoneman's and McCook's cavalry had scouted well down
the river to draw attention in that direction, and all things
being ready for a general advance, on the 17th, Sherman
ordered it to commence. General Thomas was to cross at
Powers' and Price's ferry bridges, and march by Buckhead;
Schofield, who, as has been seen, was already across at
the mouth of Soap's Creek, to march by Cross Keys; and
General McPhersen to direct his course from Roswell di
rectly against the Augusta road at some point east of Deca
tur, near Stone Mountain. General Garrard's cavalry acted
with General McPherson, and Generals Stoneman and Mc
Cook watched the river and roads below the railway. On the
17th the whole army advanced from their camps, and formed
'.I. general line along the old Peach-tree road.
~
The same day, Jefferson Davis relieved General J olinston
from the command of the Confederate Army of the Tennessee,
and designated Lieutenant-General J. B. Hood as his succes
sor. The telegram from General Samuel Cooper, adjutnnt
general of the Confederate army, communicating this order
assigned as a reason for it that J ohni'\ton had failed to arrest
the advance of the Union army to the vicinity of Atlanta, and
expressed no confidence that he could defeat it. From the
moment that stiffly bending to the pressure of public opinion,
unmistakably uttered through the lips of the rebel Congress,
Jefferson Davis had, against his' will, restored General John
ston to command in the west, that wrong-headed man, ever
warped by his private griefs to the injury of his own cause,
had sullenly refrained from giving to his subordinate any as
sistaL.0e whatever, had spent the time for action in cavilling at
details,had withheld the troops needed to render either 0l.ence .
or defence successful, and had left Johnston in entire igno·
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rance as to the approval or condemnation of ~is plans until
their consummation afforded the hungrily watched chance for
his disgrace. With an army less than half the size of Sher
man's, a victory by Johnston on the banks of the Tennessee,
by no means probable would even if possible, have proved in
decisive; while defeat, which he ought to have regarded as
certain, would have been his utter destruction. Falling back
successively to the" strong mountain positions at Resaca, Alla
toona, Ackworth, and Kenesaw, and in turn interposing be
tween himself and the Union army three large riYers, the
Oostanaula, Etowah, and Chattahoochee, Johnston had forced
Sherman to consume seventy-two days in passing over the
hunch'ed miles that measured the distance between Ringgold
and Atlanta, and there, behind secure fortifications, with an
army larger dIan at the start, was preparing to attack the
Union army, largely reduced by losses, by detachments, and
by expiration of enlistmellts, in a position south of all the
barriers it had passea, where a defeat would be so far decisive
for Sherman as to cost him all the fruits already gained and
months of delay, b~t indecisive for the Confederates, who could
retire behind their works, too strong for assault and too exten
sive for investment. At this crisis of the campaign, Johnston,
prudent, wary, and exhaustive in his plans, brave and skilful
in their execution, was displaced by a successor, brave indeed
but also rash, capable of fighting, but incompetent to direct.
The Confederate tactics changed at once and the battle which
Johnston, at the very m'o ment he was relieved, was about to
deliver upon the decisive point with thorough preparation was
delivered by Hood, upon the first point that presented itself,
with rash impetuosity.
The Confederate army, numbering forty-one thousand infan
try and artillery and ten thousand cavalry, was now strongly
posted, about four miles in front of Atlanta, on the hills
which form the south 'b ank of the broad, channel known as
Peach-tree Creek, holding the line of that stream and the
Chattahoochee for some listance below the mouth of the
creek.
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On the
18th, continuinO"
•
0 on a general' rioO"ht wheel, Genera]
McPherson reached the Augusta railway, at a point seven
miles east of DecatU1', and with General Garrard's cavalry and
General Morga!:. L. Smith's division of the Fifteenth Corps,
broke up a section of about four' miles. General Schofield
reached the town of Decatur the same day.
On the 19th, General McPherson turned along the railway
into Decatur. General Schofield followed a road towards At
lanta, leading by Colonel Howard's house and the distillery,
and General Thomas crossed Peach-tree Creek in force by nu
merous bridgea'in the face of the enemy's intrenched lines. All
found the tlnemy in more or less force and skirmished heavily.
On the 20th, all the armies had closed in, converging towards
Atlanta, but as a . gap existed between Generals Schofield
and Thomas, two divisions of General Howard's corps of
General Thomas' army were moved to the left to connect with
General Schofield, leaving Newton's division of the same corps
on the Buckhead road. During the afternoon of the 20th,
about 4 P. M., the enemy sallied from his works in force, and
fell in line of battle against Sherman's right centre, composed
of Newton's division of Howard's corps, on the main Buck
head road, of Hooker's corps, next towards the south, <§.nd
Johnson's division of Palmer's corps. The blow was :udden
and somewhat unexpected, but General Newton had hastily
covered his front by a line of rail-piles, which enabled him to
meet and repulse the attack on him. General Hooker's corps,
although uncovered, and compelled to fight on comparatively
open ground, after a very severe battle, drove the enemy back
to his intrenchments. The action in front of Johnston's divi
sion was comparatively light, as the position was well inti'ench
ed. Sherman's entire loss was about fifteen hundred killed,
wounded, and missing,-chiefly in Hooker's corps, by reason of
its exposed condition.
On the morning of the 22d, to his surprise, Sherman discov
ered that the Confederate army had, during the succeeding
night, abandoned the lirie of Peach-tree Creek, where he
should have interposed an obstinate resistance, and fallen b30k
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-----:~ a, strong lino of redoubts, forming the immediate defences
o~tlanta, and covering all the approaches to that town.

These works had been long since prepared, and the enemy
was now engaged in connecting the redoubts with curtains
strengthened by rifle-trenches, abattis, and chevaux-de-frise.
The whole of Sherman's army crossed Peach-tree Creek and
closed in upon Atlanta,-McPherson on the left, Schofield next,
and Thomas on the right.
General McPherson, who had advanced from Decatur, con
tinued to follow substantially the Augusta railway, with the
Fifteenth Corps, General Logan, and Seventeenth, General
Blair, on its left, and the Sixteenth, General Dodge, on its
right; but as the general advance of all the armie!,! contracted
the circle, the Sixteenth Corps was thrown out of line by the
Fifteenth connecting on the right with General Schofield near
the Howard House. General McPherson, the night before,
had gained a high hill to the south and east of the railway,
where the Seventeenth Corps had, after a severe fight, driven
the enemy, and it gave him a most commanding position
within view of the very heart of the city. He had thrown out
working parties to it, and was making preparations to occupy
it in strength with batteries, The Sixteenth Corps, General
Dodge, was ordered from right to left to occupy this position
and make it a strong general left flank. General Dodge was
movin~ by a diagonal path or wagon-track leading from the
Decatur road in the direction of General Blair's left flank.
About noon Hood attacked boldly. At the first indications
of a movement, on his flank, General McPherson parted from
General Sherman, with whom he was engaged in discussing the
state of affairs and the plans for the future, and with his staff
rode off to direct matters on the field. In a few moments, the
sounds of musketry to McPherson's left and rear, growing in
volume and presently accompanied by artillery, indicated to
Sherman Hood's purpose of throwing a superior force against
his left, while his front would be ohecked by the fortifications
of Atlanta; and orders were accordingly at once dispatched
to the centre and right to press forward and give full employ
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ment to all the enemy in his lines, and for General Schofield
to hold as large a force in reserve as possible, awaiting devel
opments. About half-past twelve o'clock, Lieutenant-Colonel
William T. Clark, assistant-adjutant-general, rode up and
communicated to General Sherman the appalling intelligence
that General McPherson was either dead or a prisoner, that
he had ridden to General Dodge's column, which was then
moving as heretofore described, and had sent off nearly all his
staff and orderlies on various errands, and himself had passed
into a narrow path or road that led to the ' left and rear of
General Giles A. Smith's division, which was General Blair's
extreme left; that a few minutes after he had entered the
woods a sharp volley was heard in that direction, and his horse
had come out riderless and wounded in two places. There
was no time to yield to the grief·caused by this teuible calam
ity. Not an instant 'Was to be lost. Sherman instantly dis
patched a staff~officer to General Logan to tell him that had
happened and that he must assume command of the Army of
the Tennessee, and hold stubborniy t~ ground already chosen,
more especially the hip gained by General Leggett the night
before.
Already the whole line was engaged in battle. Ral'tlee's
corps had sallied from Atlanta, and, by a wide circuit to the
east, had struck General Blair's left flank, enveloped it, and
had swung round to the right until it struck General D9c1ge in
motion. General Blair's line was substantially along the aban
doned line of rebel trench, but it was fashioned to fight out
wards. A space of wooded ground of near half a mile inter
vened between the head of General Dodge's column and
General Blair's line, through which the enemy had poured.
The last order known to have been give~ by General McPher
sen was to hurry Colonel WangeliL's brigade of the Fifteenth
Corps across from the railway to )ccupy this ga.p. Oppor
tunely, it ~ame on the double-quick and checked the enemy.
While Hardee assailed our left flank, Lieutenant-General A.
P. Stewart, who had been placed in command of Polk's corpR,
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on the 7th, was intended to move directly out from his main
works and fall upon McPherson in front, but fortunately both
attacks were not made simultaneously. The enemy swept
across the hill which our men were fortifying, captured the
pioneer company, its tools, and almost the entu:e working
party, and bore down on our left until he encountered General
Giles A. Smith's division of the Seventeenth Corps, who being
somewhat in air, was forced to nght nrst from one side of the
old rille parapet and then from the other, gradually withdraw
ing, regiment by regiment" so as to form a flank to General
Leggett's division, which held the important position on the
apex of the hill. General Dodge received and held in check
the attack of Hardee's corps, and punished him severely, cap
turing many prisoners. General Giles A. Smith had gradually
given up the extremity of his line, and formed a new one, con
nected on the right with General Leggett, and the left refused,
facing southeast. On this ground and in tIllS order the men
fought well and desperately for nearly four hours, checkulg and
repulsing all the enemy's attacks. The execution on the ene
my's ranks at the angle was terrible, and great credit is as
cribed by Sherman to Generals L eggett and Giles A. Smith
and their !Oen for their hard and stubborn nghting. The
enemy made no further progre~s on that flank, and by four
P. M. had almost given up the attempt. In the mean time,
Garrard's cavalry division having been sent off to Covington,
Wheeler, with his Confederate cavalry, had reached Decatur
and attempted to .capture the wagon trains, but Colonel
Sprague covered them with great skill and success, sending
them to the rear of Generals Schoneld and Thomas, and not
drawing back n:om Decatur till every wagon was safe except
three, which were abandoned by the teamsters. On our ex
treme left the enemy had taken Murray's regular battery of
six guns, with its horses, as it was moving along unsupported
and unapprehensive of danger in a narrow wooded road in
the unguarded space between the head of General Dodge's
column and the line of battle on the ridge above, but most of
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the men escaped to the bushes. Hardee also captured two
other guns on the extreme left flant that were left on the
ground as General Giles A. Smith drew off his men. About
• four P. M. there was a lull, during which the enemy advanced
on the railway and the main Decatur road, and suddenly
assailed a regiment which, with a section of guns, had been
thrown forward as a picket, moved rapidly forward, and broke
through our lines at that point. The force on this par.. of the
line had been materially weakened by the withdrawal of Colonel
Martin's brigade, sent by General Logan's orders to the extreme
left, and Lightburn's brigade fell back in some disorder about
four hundred yards, to a position held by it the night before,
leaving the enemy for a time in possession of two batteries,
including a valuable 20-pounder Parrott battery of four guns,
and separating the two divisions of the Fifteenth Corps,
which were on the right and left of the railway. Being in per
son close by the spot, and appreciating the vast importance
of the connection at that point, Sherman ordered several bat
teries of Schofield's army to be moved to a position command
ing the interval by a left-flank fire, and ordered an incessant
fire of shells on the enemy within sight, and in the woods
beyond to prevent his re-enforcing. Orders were also sent to
General Logan to cause the Fifteenth Corps to regain its lost
ground at any cost, and to General Woods, supported by
General Schofield, to use his division and sweep the parapet
down from where he held it until he saved the batteries and
recovered the lost ground. With soldierly instinct, Logan had
anticipated these orders, and was already in motion. The
whole was executed in superb style, our men and t4e enemy
at times fighting across the narrow parapet; but at last the
enemy gave way, and the Fifteenth Corps regained its position
and all the guns except the two ~dvanced ones; which were
out of view, and had been removed by the enemy within his
main work. With this terminated the battle of the 22d,
which cost us 3,722 officers and men in killed, wounded, and ' .
prisoners.
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But among the dead was one whose loss no numbers can
fitly represent. The accomplished, the brave, the noble Mc
Pherson had fallen I
The Army of the Tennessee had lost its commander, every
man in its ranks a friend, America a great soldier, and
humanity a bright ornament.
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CHAPTER XVTI.
ATLANTA WON. '

•

•

ON the 23d, General Garrard, with his division of cavalry,
returned from the expedition sent to Covington to break up
the Augusta railway, and reported that, with the loss of only
two men, he had succeeded in accomplishing that object, in
such a manner as to render the road useless to the enemy
during the pending operations, having effectually destroyed
the large bridges across the Ulcofauhachee and Yellow rivers,
which are branches of the Ocmulgee.
The Macon railway, running at first almost due south, was
now the only line by which the Confederate army in Atlanta
could receive the supplies requisite to maintain the defence of
the place. The problem before Sherman was to reach that
road. Schofield and Thomas had closed well up, holding the
enemy behind his inner intrenchments, and Logan, with the
Army of the Tennessee temporarily under his command, was
ordered to prepare to vacate the position on the left of the
line and move by the right to the opposite flank, below Proc·
tor's Creek, while General Schofield should extend up to and
cover tho Augusta road. General Rousseau, who had arrived
from his expedition to Opelika, bringing about two thousand
good cavalry, of course fatigued with its long and rapid march,
was ordered to relieve General Stoneman in the duty ; f guard.
ing the river near Sandtown, below the mouth of Utoy Creek.
Stoneman was then transferred to the extreme left of the line,
and placed in command of his own division and Garrard's,
numbering in all about five thousand effective troopers. The
new cavalry brought by General Rousseau, and which was
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commanded by Colonel Harrison, of the Eighth Indiana
Cavalry, was added to the command of Brigadier-General
Edward M. McCook, making with it a division of about four
thousand.
The plan now was that while the Army of the Tennessee
should move by the right on East Point to seize t·he Macon
railway, Stoneman and McCook, with their well-appointed
columns, were to march in concert, the former by the left
around Atlanta to McDonough, and the latter by the right on
Fayetteville, and, on the night of July 28th, to m~et on thE:'
Macon railway, neax Lovejoy's, and destroy the road in the
most effectual manner. At the moment · almost of starting,
General Stoneman addressed a note to General Sherman,
asking permission, after fulfilling his orders and breaking the
railway, to proceed with his command proper to Macon and
Andersonville, and release our prisoners of war confined at those
points, thirty thousand in number, suffering the extremities of
starvation, and rotting by hundreds from the loathsome dis
eases that follow in its train. " There was something captiva
ting in the idea," says Sherman, and deeming the execution
within the bounds of probable success, he consented thllt after
the defeat of Wheeler's cavalry and breaking th~ road, Gen
eral Stoneman might make the attempt with his cavalry
proper, sending that of General Garrard back to the army.
Both cavalry expeditions started at the time appointed.
General McCook, in the execution of his part of the move
ment, went down the west bank of the Chattahoochee to near
RivertOwn, where he laid a pontoon bridge with which he was
provided, crossed his command, and moved rapidly on Pal
metto station, on the West Point ,railway, where he tore up a
section of track, leaving a regiment to create Il. diversion ' to
wards Campbelltown, which was successfully accomplished.
McCook then rapidly mOlTed to Fayetteville, where he found
a large number of wagons belonging to the rebel army in
Atlanta, killed eigM hundred mules, and captured two hundred
and fifty prisoners. He then pushed for the Macon railway,
reached it at Lovejoy's station 'l.t the time appointed, burned
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the depot, tore up a section of the road, and continued to work
until forced to leave off to defend himself against an accumula
ting force of the enemy. He could hear nothing of General
Stoneman, and, finding his progress east too strongly opposed,
moved south and west, and reached Newman on the West
Point road, where he encountered an infantry force coming
from Mississippi to Atlanta, and which had been stopped by
the break he had made at Palmetto. This force, with the
pursuing cavalry, hemmed him in and forced him to fight.
He was oompelled to drop his prisoners and captUl'es and cut
his way out, losing some five hundred officers and men; among
them Colonel Harrison, Eighth Indiana Cavah'y, a valuable
officer, who was taken prisoner while fighting his men as
skirmishers on foot. McCook succeeded, however, in cutting
his way out, reached the Chattahoochee, crossed t~ river, and
got to Marietta without further loss.
Shermt...o says in his official report :
" General McCook is entitled to much credit for thlls saving
his command, which was 'endangered by the failure of General
Stoneman to reach Lovejoy's. But. on the whole, the cavalry
raid is not deemed a success, for the real purpose was to
break the enemy's communications, which, though done, was
on so limited a scale that I knew the damage would soon be
repaired. "
Pursuant to the general plan, the Army of the Tennessee
drew out of its lines on the left, near the DecatUl' road, during
the night of July 26th, and on the 27th moved behind the rest
of the army to Proctor's Creek, the extreme right beyond it, to
prolong the line due south, facing east. On the same day, by
appointment of the President, Major-General Oliver O.
Howard assumed command of the Army of the .Tennessee,
relieving General Logan, who had exercised the command
with great ability since the death of McPherson on the 22d,
and who now returned to the immediate charge of his own
Fifteenth Corps. Dodge got into line on the evening of the
27th, and Blair came into position on the right early on the
morning of the 28th, his right reaching an old meeting-house,
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c!llled Ezra Church, on the Bell's Ferry road, Here Logan's
fifteenth corps joined on and formed the extreme right flank
of the army before Atlanta, along a wooded and commanding
ridge. About ten A. M;, all the army was in position, and
the, rr.en were busy in throwing up their accustomed piles of
rails and logs, which, after awhile, assumed the form of a para
pet. In order to be prepared to defeat the enemy if he should
repeat his game of the 22d, Sherman had, the night before,
ordered Jefferson C. Davis' division, of Palmer's fourteenth
corps, which, by the movement of the Army of the Tennessee,
had been left in reserve, to move down to Turner's Ferry, and
thence towards White Hall or East Point, aiming to reach the
flank of Howard's new line. The object of this movement was
thnt in case of an attack this division might in turn catch the
attaqking force in flank or rear at an unexpected moment.
Brigadier-General Morgan, who commanded the division dur
ing the temporary illness of General Davis, marched early for
Turner's Ferry, but-many of the roads laid down on the maps
did not exist at all; and from this cause, and the intricate
nature of the wooded ground, great delay was experienced.
About noon, Hardee and Lee sallied forth from Atlanta by the
Bell's Ferry road, and formed their masses in the open fields
behind a swell of ground, and after some heavy artillery firing,
advanced in parallel lines against the Fifteenth Corps, expect
ing to catch it in air. The advance was magnificent; but Sher
man had prepared for this very contingency; our troops were
expecting this attack, and met it with a galling and coolly de
livered fire of musketry that swept the ranks of the enemy and
drove him back in confusion. But they were rallied again and
again, as often as six times at some points, and a few of tho
rebel officers and men reached our lines of rail piles only to
be hauled over as prisoners. About four P. M., the enemy
disappeared, leaving his dead and wounded in our hands.
General Logan on this occasion was again conspicuous, his
corps being chiefly engaged. Our entire loss was less than
six hundred. Had Davis' division not been delayed by causes
beyond control, what was simply a complete repulse of the
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enemy would have been a disastrous rout: Instructed by the
terrible lessons of the 22d and 28th of July, Hood abandoned
his rash offensive and assumed a strict defensive attitude,
merely meeting Shermnn's successive extensions of his right
flank by continuing his own line of works to the soutll;.
Finding that the right flank of the Army of the Tennessee
did not reach to East Point, Sherman was forced to' trans
fer Schofield to that flank also, and afterwards J>almer's
fomteenth COl;pS of Thomas' army. Schofield moyed from
the left on. the 1st of August, and Palmer's corps followed at
once, taking a line below Utoy Creek, which Schofield pro
longed to a point near East Point.
About the 1st of August, General Hooker, deeming himself
aggrieved by the promotion of General Howard, who had
sencd under him in the Army of ,the Potomac a:r~d had but
recently corne to the ·West as his subordinate, to the command
of the Army of the Tennessee, was, at his own request, relieved
from command of the Twentieth Corps 'a nd ordered to report
to the adjutant-general at Washington. Major-General Henry
W. Slocum, then at Vicksburg, was sent for to assume the
c~mmand, which, until. his arrival, devolved upon Brigadier
General A. S. ·Williams. Brigadier-General Jefferson C. Davis
was promoted to the command of the Fourteenth Corps, in
lieu of General Palmer, relieved at his own request; and
Major-General D. S. Stanley succeeded to the command of
the Fomth Corps, vacated by General Howard.
From the 2cl to the 5th, Sherman continued to extend to the
right, demonstrating strongly on the left and along the whole
line. Reilley's brigade of Cox's division of Schofield's army, on
the 5th, tried to break through the enemy's line about a mile
below Utoy Creek, but failed to carry the position, losing about
four hundred men, who were caught by the entanglements and
abattis ; but the next day this position was turned by General
Hascall, and General Schofield advanced his whole line close
up to and facing the enemy below Utoy Creek Still he did
not gain the desired foothold on either the West Point or
Macon milway. The enemy's line 'tt that time was nearly
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:fifteen miles in length, extending from near Decatur to below
East Point. He was enabled to hold thi~ long and attenuated
front by the use of a l~rge force of State militia, and his posi
tion was so masked by the shape of the ground that it was
impossible for the Union commanders to discover the weak
parls.
To reach the Macon roa.d, Sherman now saw he would have
to move the whole army; but, before beginning, he ordered
down from Chattanooga some four-and-a-half-inch rifled guns,
which arrived on the 10th, and were put to work night and
day, and did execution on the city, causing frequent fires and
creating confusion.
.
On the 16th of August, Sherman issued orders prescribing
the mode and manner of executing the grand movement by the
right flank, to begin on the 18th. This movement contem
plated the withdrawal of the Twentieth Corps, General
Williams, to the intrenched position at the Cha.ttahoochee
bridge, and the march of the main army to the West Point
railway, near Fairburn, and thence to the Macon road, at or
near Jonesboro', with wagons carrying provisions for fifteen
days. About the time of the publication of these orders,
Wheeler, with his corps of ten thousand cavalry, was detached
by General Hood to break up the Union communications.
Passing round by the East and North, Wheeler made his
appearance on the Chattanooga railway, near Adairsville, cap
tured nine hundred beef-c~ttle, and made a break in the road
near Calhoun. Hoo.d could not have more distinctly evinced
his want of mental perspective than by detaching so large a
, force on the eve of a battle momentarily to be expected. At
the best, Wheeler could only annoy Sherman; his absence
might destroy Hood. Sherman was not slow to take advantage
of a blunder so well-timed for his plans. Suspending the exe
cution of his orders for the time being, he directed General Kil
patrick to make up a well-appointed force of about five thou
sand cavalry, to move from his camp about Sandtown during
the night-oNhe 18th to the West Point railway, and effectually
break it near Fairburn; then to proceed across to the Macon
14
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railway, and thoroughly destroy it; to avoid, as far as possible,
th~ enemy's infantry, but to attack any cavalry he could find.
Sherman expected that this cavalry expedition would save tho
necessity of moving the main army across, and that in case of
success it would leave him in a better position to take full
advantage of the result.
Kilpatrick got off at the time appointed, broke the West
Point road, and afterwards reaehed the Macon road at J ones
boro', where he whipped Ross' cavalry, ancl got possession of
the railway, which he held for five hours, damaging it con
siderably; but a brigade of the enemy's infantry, which had!
been dispatched below Jonesboro' in cars, was nm back !:rnd •
disembarked, and, with Jackson's rebel cavalry, made it im
possible for him to continue his work. He drew off to the
east, made a circuit, and struck the railway . about Love
joy's Station, but was again threp.tened by the enemy, who
moved on shorter lines; when he charged through their cavalry,
taking many prisoners, of whom he brought in seventy, and
captured a four-gun battery, of which he brought in one gun
and destroyed the others. Returning by a circuit north and
east, Kilpatrick reached Decatur on the 22d. He estimated
the damage done to the railway as sufficient to inten-upt its
use for ten days; but, upon learning all the details of the ex
pedition, Sherman became satisfied that it had not accom
plished the chief object in view, and accordingly at once
renewed his original orders for the movement of the whole
army.
This involved the necessity of raising the siege of Atlanta,
taking the field with the main force, and using it against
the communications of Atlanta, instead of against its in
trenchments. The army commanders were immediately noti
fied to send their surplus wagons, encumbrances, and sick
back to the intrenched position at the bridge over the Chat
tahoochee, and that the movement would begin during the
night of the 25th. Accordingly, all things being ready, the
Fourth Corps, General Stanley, drew out of its lines on the
extreme left, and marched to a position below Proctor's
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Creek, while the Twentieth Corps, General Williams, llloved
back to the river. Both movements were effected without loss.
On the night of the 26th the Army of the Tennessee broke
camp, and moved rapidly by a circuit towards Sandtown and
across Camp Creek, a small stream about a mile below Proc
tor's Creek; the Army of the Cumberland moved below Utoy
Creek, while the Army of the Ohio remained in position to mask
the movement, which was attended with the loss of but a single
man in the Army of the Tennessee, wounded by a shell. On
the 27th, the Army of the Tennessee moved to the West Point
railway, above Fairburn; the Army of the Cumberland to Red
Oak, and the Army of the Ohio closed in near Diggs' and
Mims'. The three columns were thus massed on the line of
the West Point railway from Diggs', two miles below East
Point, to within an equal distance of Fairburn. The 28th was
consumed in destroying the road. For twelve and a half miles
the ties were burned, and the iron rails heated and twisted
with the utmost ingenuity of old hands at the work. Several
cuts were filled up with the trunks of trees, logs, rock, and
earth, intermingled with loaded shells. prepared as torpedoes,
to explode in case of an attempt to clear them out. Having
personally inspected this work, and being satisfied with its
execution, Sherman ordered the whole army to face eastward
and move the next day by several roads; General Howard, on
the right, towards Jonesboro', General Thomas in the centre
to Couch's, on the Decatur and Fayetteville road, and General
Schofield on the left, by Morrow's Mills. The railway from
Atlanta to Macon follows substantially the ridge which divides
the waters of the Flint and Ocmulgee RiYers, and from East
Point to Jonesboro' makes a wide bend to the east. The
position now selected by Sherman, parallel to the railway,
facing eastwardly, wus therefore a very important one, and he
was anxious to seize it as a necessary preliminary to his
ulterior movements.
The severa~ columns moved punctually on the morning of
the 29th. General Thomas, who encountered little opposition
or difficulty, s~ve what resulted from the narrow roads, reached
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his position at Couch's early in the afternoon. General Scho
field, being closer to the enemy, who still clung to East Point,
moved cautiously on a small circle around that point, and
came into position towards Rough and Ready; and General
Howard, having the outer circle, and consequently a greater
distance to move, encountered cavalry, which he drove rapidly
to the crossing of Shoal Creek. Here a short delay occurred, .
and some cannonading and skirmishing, but Howard soon
droye the enemy, passed the Renfrew House, on the Decatur
road, which w~s the point indicated for him in the orders
of the day, and wisely pushed his march towards Jonesboro~,
saved the bridge across Flint River, and halted only when
the darkness compelled him, within half a mile of Jonesboro'.
Here he rested for the night, and on the next morning, find
ing himself in the presence of a heavy force of the enemy, he
deployed the Fifteenth Corps, and disposed the Sixteenth and
Seventeenth on its left and right flanks. The men covered
their front with the usual parapet, and were soon prepared to
act offensively or defensively as the case called for.
As soon as Sherman, who made his headquarters with
Thomas at Couch's, learned that General Howard had passed
Renfrew's, he directed General Thomas to send to that place
a division of" General Jefferson C. Davis' fourteenth corps,
to move General Stanley's fourth corps, in connection with
General Schofield, towards Rough and Ready, and then to
send forward due east a strong detachment of General Davis'
corps to feel for the railway. General Schofield was also
ordered to move boldly forward and strike the railroad near
Rough and Ready. These movements were progressing during
the 31st, when Stephen D. Lee's and Hardee's corps of the
enemy came out of the works at Jonesboro', and attacked
General Howard in the position just described. After a con
test of over two hours, the attack was repulsed, with great loss
to the enemy, who withdrew, leaving his dead and many
wounded on the ground.
In the mean while, Sherman was aiming to get his left and
centre between Stewart's corps remaining in A~lanta and the
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corps of Hardee and Lee engaged in Howard's front. Gen
eral Schofield had reached the railway, a mile below Rough
and Ready, and was working up the road, breaking it as he
went j General Stanley, of General Thomas' army, had also
.struck the road below General Schofield, and was destroying
it, working south; and Baird's division of Davis' corps had
struck it still lower down, within four miles of Jonesboro'.
The Confederate forces being thus divided, orders were at
onco given for all the army to turn on the fraction at Jones
boro j General Howard to keep the enemy busy, while General
Thomas should move down from the north, with General
Schofield on his left. The troops were also ordered as they
moved down to continue the thorough destruction of the rail
way, as it was impossible to say how soon our hold of it might
be relinquished, from the necessity of giving attention in other
quarters. General Garrard's cavalry was dll·ected to watch
the roads to the north, and General Kilpatrick was sent
south, to the west bank of the Flint, with instructions to
attack or threaten the railway below Jonesboro'. On the 1st
of September Davis' corps, having a shorter distance to travel,
was deployed, facing south, his right in connection with
General Howard, and his left on the railway j while General
Stanley and General Schofield were coming down the Rough
and-Ready road, and along the railw~y, breaking it as they
came. When General Davis joined to General Howard, Blair's
corps, on General Howard's left, was thrown in reserve, and
was immediately sent well to the right below Jonesboro', to act
on that flank in conjunction with General Kilpatrick's. About
5 P. M., General Davis assaulted the enemy's lines across open
fields, carrying them very handsomely, and taking as prisonors
the greater part of Gowan's brigade, including its com
mander, with two four-gun batteries. Repeated orders were
sent to Generals Stanley and Schofield to hasten their move
ments, but owing to the difficult nature of the country and the
absence of roads, they did not get well jnto position for attack
before night rendered further operations impossible. About
2 o'clock that night, the sounds of heavy explosions were heard
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in the direction of Atlanta, distant about twenty miles, with a
succession of minor explosions, and what seemea like the
rapid firing of cannon and musketry. These sounds con
tinued for about an hour, and again about 4 A. M. ' occurred
another series of similar discharges, apparently nearer, which
could be accounted for on no other hypothesis than of a
night attack on Atlanta by General Slocum, or the blow
ing up of the enemy's magazines. At daybreak it was dis
covered that Hardee and Lee had abandoned their lines at
Jonesboro', and Sherman ordered a general pursuit south;
General Thomas following to the left of the railway, General
Howard on its right, and General Schofield diverging two ..
miles to the east. Near Lovejoy's Station the enemy was
again overtaken in a strong intrenched position, with his
flanks well protected, behind a branch of Walnut Creek to the
right, and a confluent of the Flint River to his left. Pushing
close up and reconnoitring the ground, Sherman found he
had evidently , halted to cover his communication with the
McDonough and Fayetteville road, and presently rumors
began to arrive, through prisoners captured, that Atlanta had
been abandoned during the night of September 1st, that Hood
had blown up his ammunition trains, which accounted for the
unexplained sounds so plainly heard; that Stewart's corps was
then retreating towards McDonough, and that the militia had
gone oft' towards Covington. It was then too late to interpose
and prevent their escape, and Sherinan being satisfied with
the substantial success already gained, ordered the work of
destroying the railway to cease, and the troops t.o be held in
hand, ready for any movement that further information from
Atlanta might warrant.
On the same night, a courier arrived from General Slocum,
reporting the fact that the enemy had evacuated Atlanta,
blown up seven trains of cars, and retreated on the Mc
Donough road, and that he himself with the Twentieth Corps
had entered and taken possession on the morning of 2d of
September.
Atlanta being won, the object of the movement against
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the railway being therefore already concluded, and any PUI
suit of the enemy with a view to his capture being futile in
such a country, Sherman gave orders, on the 4th, for the army
to move back slowly to Atlanta. On the 5th, the army
marched to the vicinity of Jonesboro', five miles, where it re
mained a day. On the 7th, it moved to Rough and Ready,
seven miles, and the next day to the camps selected. The
A:rmy of the Cumberland was then grouped round about At
lanta, the Army of the Tennessee about East Point, and the
Army of the Ohio at Decatur, all in clean and healthy camps,
at last enabled to enjoy a brief period of rest, so much needed
for reorganization and recuperation.
To return to the erratic movements of Wheeler, whom, in
the presence of the campaigns of two large armies, we have
almost forgotten. He succeeded in breaking the railway about
Calhoun, made his appearance at Dalton, where Colonel Lei
bold hel~ him in check until General Steedman arrived from
Chattanooga and drove him off, then passed up into East
Tennessee, and remained a short while at Athens; but on the
first show of pursuit he moved beyond the Little Tennessee, .
and crossing the Holston, near Strawberry Plains, reached
the Clinch near Clinton, passed over towards Sequatchee
and McMinnville, and thence to Murfreesboro', Lebanon, and
Franklin. From Franklin he was pursued towards Florence,
and out of Tennessee, by Generals Rousseau, Steedman, and
Granger. He did great injury to many citizens, and destroyed
,the railway nearly as fast as the construction parties were
able to repair it; but, except by being absent from Hood's
army at the critical moment, had no influence whatever upon
the campaign.
Thus ended, four months after its inception, one of the great~
est campaigns of the war; a campaign which doubly secured
the possession of the mountain regions of the centre, and laid
the Atlantic and Gulf slopes at the mercy of the Union com~
mander. Divided in twain by the conquest of the Mississippi,
the domain of the rebellion was quartered by the capture of
Atlanta.. A vital spot had been reached; the granary of
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Georgia was lost; and there was suddenly presented to the
Confederate authorities the alternative, to concentrate their
two remaining armies or to perish.
Two dangers had menaced the success of Sherman's cam
paign. The first was the question of supplies. This was in
great part solved by the energetic and successful management
of the superintendent of military railways, Colonel W.
W. Wright. "No matter when or where a break has been
made," says Sherman, "the repair train seemed on the spot,
the dB~dage whas gbenerabllYiltre~athired be~o~'e I kn~d":tof thde
8.ll d k
n ges ave een u WI surpnslllg rapl 1 y, an ..
brea.
the locomotive whistle was heard in our advanced camps
almost before the echoes of the skirmish fire had ceased.
Some of these bridges, those of the Oostanaula, Etowah, and
Chattahoochee, are fine, substantial structures, and were built
in inconceivably short time, almost out of the materials im
provised on the spot." But the solution was mainly due to the
forethought , exercised by Sherman himself in successively
establishing secondary depots, strongly garrisoned, as at Chat
• tanooga, Resaca, Rome, and Allatoona, and by great exer
tions accumulating at each stores sufficient to render the army
independent of the rear during any temporary interruption
of the communications. The second 'd anger ever present con
sisted in the rapid diminution of the army, not only by the
heavy casualties incidental to offensive warfare, but also by
the expiration of the terms of service of a large number of the
regiments. This was prevented from becoming fatal, by the
bravery of the army in attacking; by the skill of its commander, in turning obstacles too great to be surmounted by
direct approach; by the patriotism of the veterans, in reenlisting; by the noble exertions of the governors of the
Western States, in encouraging and expediting re-enlistmentR,
and pushing the veterans to the front; and by the folly of
Hood, in attacking the Union troops in strong positions, protected by earthworks, instead of attempting to take them at a
disadvantage, as in crossing Peach-tree Creek. On the 12th
of August, President Lincoln conferred upon General Sher
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man a commission as major-general in the regular army, as a
rewa.rd for his services in this campaign.
Stoneman marched from Decatur on the day appointed, with
the whole effective strength of his division, numbering about
two thousand in all, organized in three brigades, commanded
by Colonels Adams, Biddle, and Capron. The first brigade
consisted of the First and Second regiments of Kentucky cav
alry; the Second, of the Fifth and Sixth Indiana, the third
brigade, of the Fourteenth Illinois, Eighth Michigan, and a
squadron of Ohio cavalry under Captl!in McLoughlin.
Stoneman moved out along the line of the Georgia Central
railway to C,ovington, and thence turned South and pushed by
way of Monticello, Hillsboro', and Clinton, for Macon. A
battalion of the Fourteenth Illinois cavalry of Capron's brigade
succeeded in entering Gordon, destroying eleven locomotives
.and several trains of cars laden with munitions of war. The
bIidge over the Oconee was also destroyed by General Stone
man's orders, by another detachment from his command.
On arriving within fifteen miles of Macon on the evening
of the 30th of July, General Stoneman ascertained from reli
able sources that, in anticipation of such an attempt, the
probability of which had been freely discussed in the Northern
newspapers, the Confederate authorities had taken the pre
caution to remove all the Union prisoners previously confined
in the military prisons at Macon and Millen, in the direction
of Florence, South Carolina. ; and that this movement had only
been complet~d on the preceding day. The prime object of
the expedition being thus, unfortunately, frustrated, Stoneman
reluctantly det.ermined to return to the main body. But in
the mean while the enemy hat concentrated in heavy force,
and was now moving upon his line of retreat.
On the morning of Sunday, the 31st of July, finding what
seemed to be a heavy force of the enemy in his front, Stone
man deployed a strong line of skirmishers, which soon de
veloped the fact that, taking advantage of the unfavorable
na~re of the country for the operations of cavalry, Allen's
brigade 'Jf (1(lnfederate infantry had passed around his flank
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and taken up a strong position directly across the line of his
homeward march, while Armstrong's brigade of the enemy's
cavalry, in connection with Allen's infantry, was dangerously
menacing his left flank. With the Oconee in his rear and a.
formidable eneillY in his front, Stoneman had evidently no re
Source but to destroy that enemy or be himself destroyed.
Dismounting the troopers of one brigade, he caused them
repeatedly to charge the enemy on foot, but they were f\.S often
repulsed with heavy loss. Rallying the broken columns by his
personal oxertions and·with the assistance of the galla.nt Major
Keogh and other officers of his staff, Stoneman placed himself
at the head (If his men, and again charged, but without more
favorable result. At the critical moment, Armstrong's brigade
assailed his left flank. The Union cavalry gave way before
the combined opposition, and were with difficulty reformed.
By this time the enemy had completely sUl'rounded them.
Perceiving this, and deeming an fnrthel' resistance useless,
Stoneman gave permission to such of his officers and men as
wished to try the apparently desperate chance of cutting their
way through the opposing lines, to make the attempt, and then,
causing hostilities to cease on his part, sent in a flag of truce,
and unconditionally surrendered the remainder of his force.
Among those who cut their way through the enemy's lines,
and thus escaped and rejoined the main army, was the bulk of
Colonel Adams' brigade and a number of Colonel Capron's men.
The entire number captured was less than fifteen hundred.
The failure to unite with McCook, which was the prime
cause of this disaster, undoubtedly occturcd in consequence
of false, but apparently reliabfe, information concerning the
roads and the crossings of the Ocmulgee River, whereby Gen
eral Stoneman was led to believe he could prolong his east
erly march to Covington without sacrificing the combination.
Yet in all concerted operations, the co-operative movements
are of the first importance; all others, no matter how great
their intrinsic value, must be deemed secondary. Great suc
cess alone can excuse, wliile not even success can justify, any
departure from the primary features of the plan.
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CHAPTER XVIII.
TAKING
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FnOM Lovejoy's Station, Hardee and Lee retreated to
the line of the West Point railway at Palmetto Station,
twenty-five miles southwest from Atlanta, and situated at
about the same distance from the Chattahoochee as that
city is. Here Hood joined them with Stewart's corp~, took
up a ,position confronting Sherman, threw a pontoon bridge
across the Chattahoochee, and sent a cavalry detachment be
yond the river, twenty-five miles westward to Carrollton, and
another in a northerly direction to Powder Springs, about ten
miles south of Lost Mountain, and an equal distance west of
the Chattanooga railway. He also occupied Jonesboro' in
some force. Lieutenant-General Stephen D. Lee succeeded
Hardee in the command of his corps, the latter officer being
relieved by orders from Richmond, and sent to Charleston to
replace Beauregard. Lieutenant-General B. F. Cheatham had
command of Hood's old corps, and Lieutenant-General A. P.
Stewart still retained his Irssignment to Polk's old corps.
The cavah·y was largely reinforced and united in one,corps,
under the command of Major-General James Wheeler. Gen
eral Beauregard was summoned from Charleston, and placed
at the head of all the Confederate armies operating in the
central region.
During the month of September, Sherman's army remained
grouped about AtlanL.'l.. The terms of enlistment of many of
. his regiments had expired, a large number went home on fur
lough, and others, previously furloughed on condition of re
nnIisting, retuJ;Jled to the field with their ranks 8welled by
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additions of stragglers, convalescents, and recruits. Muny
changes were thus rendered necessary in the composition of
the different commands. The Army of the Tennessee was
consolidated into two corps, the Fifteenth and Seventeenth,
respectively commanded by .Major-General P. J. Osterhaus
and Brigadier-General Thomas E. G. Ransom; the former
Qomprising the four divisions of Brigadier-General!! Charles
R. Woods, William B. Hazen, John E. Smith, and John M.
Corse; .the latter those of Major-General Joseph A. Mower,
and Brigadier-Generals Miles D. Leggett and Giles A. Smith,
with the First Alabama Cavalry, and the First Missouri engi
neer regiment, having in charge a large pontoon-bridge train:
This organization was effected by transferring all the troops of
the Seventeenth Corps remaining on the Missis~ippi to the Six
teenth Corps, breaking up the detachment 'of the latter corps
in the field, and transferring Ransom's division, now com
manded by Brigadier-General Giles A. Smith, and Corse's di
vision to the Seventeenth Corps. M-ajor-Generals Logan and
Blair were temporarily absent, engaged in the important politi
cal canvass then in progress. Major-General Schofield re
turned to the headquarters of the Department of the Ohio, at
Knoxville, t() give his per~onal attention to affairs in that
quarter, leaving Brigadier-General Jacob D. Cox in command
of the Twenty-third Corps. The cavalry was reorganized so
as to consist of two divisions under Brigadier-Generals Ken
ner Garrard and Judson Kilpatrick.
As stated in the last chapter, the Army of the Cumberland,
under Major-General Thomas, held Atlanta; the Army of the
Tennessee, coinmanded by Major-General Howard, was at
East Point j and the Mmy of the Ohio occupied Decatur.
Garrard's cavalry division was also at Decatur, and Kilpat~
rick's at Sandtown watching for any westward movement of
the enemy. To render the communications more secure, with
a view to the present wants of the army and possible future
operations, Sherman sent Newton's division of Stanley's fou'rth
corps, and Morgan's division of Jefferson C. Davis' fourteenth
corps, cf the Army of the Cumberland, to Ch.'tttanooga, and
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Corse's' division of Osterhaus' fifteenth corps, of tho Army of
the Tennessee, to Rome, to garrison those places.
The topography of the country in the immediate vicinity of
Atlanta. was carefully studied, and a new line of works con
structed for the defence of the place, capable of being
maintained by a much smaller garrison than was contem
plated by the Confederate authorities when laying out the
()ld line.
Sherman now determined to make Atlanta. exclusively a
military post. On the 4th of September, he issued the follow
ing-orders :
"The city of Atlanta belonging exclusively for warlike pur
poses, it will at o:nce be vacated by all except the armies of
the United States and such civilian employes as may be re
tained by the proper departments of the Government. . . . .
At a proper time full arrangements will be made for a supply to
the troops of all the articles they may need over and above
clothing, provisions, &c., furnished by Government, and on no
pretence whatever will traders, manufacturers, or sutlers be
allowed to settle in the limits of fortified places; and if they
manage to come in spite of this notice the quartermaster will
seize their stores, apply them to the use of the troops, and de
liver the parties, or other unauthorized citizens who thus place
their individual interest above that of the United States, over
to the hands of some provost-marshal, to be put to labor on
forts or conscripted into one of the regiments or battery al
ready in service. The same military principles will apply to
a.ll military posts south of Atlanta."
This order fell upon the ears of the inhabitants of Atlanta
like a thunderbolt. Though they had lent all the moral and
physical assistance in their power to the cause of the rebellion,
they had begun to dream of the advent of the Federal troops
as the commencement of an era of quiet. They had never
imagined that the war would reach Atlanta. Now that it had
come, and kept its rough, hot hand upon them for so many
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days, they were beginning to look forward to. a long period
when they might enjoy at once the advantage of the protec
tion of a just and powerful government, and the luxury o,f con
sidering the means whereby that protection was enforced
against their chosen friends as a grievance. On the 11th of
September the town authorities addressed the following petition
to General Sherman, praying the revocation of his orders :
"Sm-The undersigned, mayor, and two members of council
for the city of Atlanta, for the time being the only legal organ
of the people of the said city, to express their wants and,.
wishes, ask leave most earnestly, but respectfully, to petition
you to reconsider the order requiring them to leave Atlanta.
" At first view, it struck us that the measure would involve
extraordinary hardship and loss, but since we have seen the
practical execution of it, so far as it has progressed, and. the
individual condition of many of the people, and heard their
statements as to the inconveniences, loss, and suffering attend
ing it, we are satisfied that it will involve, in the aggregate,
'
consequences appalling and heartrending.
"Many poor women are in an advanced state of pregnancy ;
others now having young children, and whose husbands are
either in the army, prisoners, or dead. Some say: I have
such a one sick at home; who will wait on them when I am
gone? Others say: What are we to do? we have no houses
to go to, and no means to buy, build, or to rent any-no
parents, friends, or relatives to go to. Another says: I will
try and take this or that article of property, but such and such
things I must leave behind, though I need them much. ",Ve
reply to them: General Sherman will carry your property to
Rough and Ready, and General Hood will take it from there
on. And they will reply to that: But I want to leave the
railway at such a point, and cannot get conveyance from
there on.
.
"tVe only refer to a few facts to try to illustrate in part h6w
this measure will operate in practice. As you advanced, the
people north of us fell back, and before your arrival here a
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large portion of the people had r~tired south, so that the
country south of this is already crowded, and without houses
to accommodate the people, and we are informed that many
are now starying in churches and other out-buildings. This
l?eing so, how is it possible for the people still here (mostly
women and children) to find any shelter? and how can they
live through the winter in the woods-no shelter nor sub.sisfr
ence-in the midst of strangers who know them not, and with·
out the power to assist them, if they were willing to do so?
"This is but a feeble picture of the consequences of this
m.easure. You know the woe, the horror, and the suffering can
not be described by words. Imagination can only conceive
of it, and we ask you to take these things into consideration.
" We know your mind and time are constantly occupied
with the duties of your command, which almost deters us from
asking your attention to this matter; but thought it might be
that you had not considered the subject in all its awful conse
quences, and that on more reflection you, we hope, would not
make this people an exception to all mankind, for we know of
no such instance ever having occurred; surely none such in
the United States; and what has this helpless people done
that they should be driven from their homes, to wander as
strangers, outcasts, and exiles, and to subsist on charity?
"We do not know, as yet, the number of people still here.
Of those who are here, we are satisfied a respectable number,
if allowed to remain at home, could subsist for seyeral months
without assistqpce, and a respectable number for a much
longer time, and who might not need assistance at any time.
"In conclusion, we must earnestly and solemnly petition
you to reconside;r this order, or modify it, and suffer this un
fortunate people to remain at home and enjoy what little
means they have.
"Respectfully submitted,
"JAMES l\f. CALHOUN, Mayor.
"E. E. RAWSON, Councilman.
"L. C. WELLS, Councilman."
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To this General Sherman replied, in full and clear terms, on
the following day:
" GENTLEMEN: I have your letter of the 11th, in the nature
of a petition to revoke my orde~s removing all the inhabitants
from Atlanta. I have read it carefully, and give full credit to
your statements of the distress that will be occasioned by it,
and yet shall not revoke my order, simply because my orders
are not designed to meet the humanities of the case, but to
prepare for the future struggles in which millions, yea hun
dreds of millions of good people outside of Atlanta have a deep
interest. We must have peace, not only at Atlanta, but in"all
America. To secure this we must stop the war that now
desolates our once happy and favored country. To stop the war,
we must defeat the rebel armies that are arrayed against the
laws and Constitution, which all must respect and obey. To
defeat these armies, we must prepare the way to reach them in
their recesses, provided with the arms and instruments which
enable us to accomplish our purpose.
"Now, I know the vindictive nature of our enemy, and that
we may have many years of military operations from this
quarter, and therefore deem it wise and prudent to prepare in
time. The use of Atlanta for warlike purposes is inconsistent
with its character as a home for families. There will be no
manufactures, commerce, or agriculture here for the mainten
ance of families, and sooner or later want will compel the in
habitants to go. Why not go 1WW, when all t~e arrangements
are completed for the transfer, instead of waiting until the
plunging shot of contending armies will renew the scenes of
the past month? Of course I do not apprehend any such
thing at this moment, but you do not suppose this army will
be here till the war is over. I cannot discuss this subject
with you fairly, because I cannot impart to you what I pro
pose to do, but I assert that my military plans make it neces
sary for the inhabitants to go away, and I can only renew my
offer of services to make their exodus in any direction as easy
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and comfortable as possible. You cannot qualify war in
harsher terms than I will.
"War is cruelty, and you cannot refine it; and those who •
brought wa~ on our cbuntry deserve aJJ. the curses and male
dictions a people can pour out. I know I had no hand in
making this war, and I know I will make more sacrifices to
day than any of you to secure peace. But you cannot have
peace and' a division of our country. If the United States
submit to a division now, it will not stop, but will go on till we
reap the fate of Mexico, which is eternal war. The United
States does and must assert its authority wherever it has
pow~r ; if it relaxes one bit to pressure, it is gone, and I know
that such is not the national feeling. This feeling assumes
various shapes, but always comes back to that of Union. Once
admit the Union, once more acknowledge the authority of the
National Government, and instead of devoting your houses,
and streets, and roads to the dread uses of war, I and this
army become at once your protectors and supporters, shield
ing you from danger, let it come from what quarter it may. I
know that a few individuals cannot resist a torrent of error
and passion such as has swept the South into rebellion; but
you can point out, so that we may know those who desire a
government and those who insist on war and its desolation.
"You might as well appeal against the thunder-storm as
against these terrible hardships of war. They are inevitable.'
and the only way the people of Atlanta can hope once more to
live in peace and quiet at home, is to stop this war, which
can alone be done by admitting that it began in error and is
perpetuated in pride. We don't want your negroes or your
horses, or your houses or your land, or any thing you have;
but we do want, and will have, a just obedience to the laws of
the United States. That we will have, and if it involves tho
destruction of your improvements, we cannot help it.
"You have heretofore read public sentiment in your news
papers, that live by falsehood and excitement, and the
quicker you seek for truth in other quarters the better for
you. I repeat, then, that by the original compact of govern
15
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ment, the United States had certain rights in Georgia which
have never been relinquished, and never will be; that the
South began the war by seizing forts, arsenals, mints, custom
houses, etc., etc., long befoce Mr~ Lincoln was installed, and
before the South had one jot or tittle of provocation. I my
self have seen, in Missouri, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Missis
sippi, hundreds and thousands of women and children fleeing
from your armies and desperadoes, hungry, and with bleeding
feet. In Memphis, Vicksburg, and Mississippi, we fed thous
ands upon thousands of the families of rebel soldiers left on
uur hands, and whom we could not see starve. Now, that wa.r
comes home to you, you feel very differently-you deprecate its
horrors, but did not feel them when you sent car-loads of
soldiers and ammunition, and moulded shells and shot to carry
war into Kentucky and Tennessee, and desolate the homes of
hundreds and thousands of good people, who only asked to
live in peace at their old homes, and under the government of
their inheritance. But these comparisons are idle. I want
peace, and believe it can only be reached through Union and
war, and I will ever conduct war purely with a view to perfect
and early success.
.
" But, my dear sirs, when that peace does come, you may
call upon me for any thing. Then will I share with you the
last cracker, and watch with you to shield your home and
families against danger from every quarter. Now, you must
go, and take with you the old and feeble; feed and nurse
them, and build for them in more quiet places proper habita
tions to shield them against the weather, until the mad pas
sions of men cool down, and allow the Union and peace once
more to settle on your old homes at Atlanta."
As soon as his arrangements were completed, General Sher
man wrote to General Hood, by a flag of truce; notifying him
of his orders, and proposing a cessation of hostilities for ten
days, from the 12th of September, in the country included
within a radius of two miles around Rough and Ready Sta
tion, to enable him to complete the removal of those families
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electing to go to the south. Hood immediately replied on the
9th, acceding to the proposed truce, but protesting against
Sherman's order. He concluded;
"Permit me to say, the unprecedented measure you propose
transcends in studied and iniquitous cruelty all acts ever be
fore brought to my attention in this dark history of the war.
m the name of God and humanity, 1 protest, believing you
are expelling from homes and firesides wives and chlldren 0{
a brave people."
To this Sherman answered on the same date ;
"GENERAL ;-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of this date, at the hands of Messrs. Ball and
Crew, consenting to the arrangement 1 had proposed to facili
tate the removal south of the people of Atlanta who prefer to
go in that direction. 1 inclose you a copy of my orders, which
will, 1 am satisfied, accomplish my purpose perfectly.
"You style the measures proposed 'unprecedented,' and
appeal to 'the dark history of war for a parallel as an act
of studied and ingenious cruelty.' It is not unprece
dented, for General Johnston himself very wisely and prop
erly removed the families all the way from Dalton down,
and 1 see no reason why Atlanta should be excepted. Nor
is it necessary to appeal to 'the dark history of war,' when
recent and modern examples are so handy. You yourself
burned dwelling-houses along your parapet; and 1 have seen,
to-day, fifty houses that you have rendered uninhabitablo
because they stood in the way of your forts and men. You
defended Atlanta on a line so close to the town that every
cannon-shot, and many musket-shots from our line of invest
ment, that overshot their mark, went into the habitations of
women and children. General Hardee did the same thing at
Jonesboro', and General Johnston did the same last summer
at Jackson, Mississippi.
" 1 hu.ye not accused you of heartless cruelty, but merely in
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stance these cases of very recent occurrence, and (oulll go on
and enumerate hundreds of others, and challenge any fair m.a n
to judge which of us has the heart of pity for the families of
'brave people.' I say it is kindness to these families of At
lanta to remove them at once from scenes that women and
children should not be exposed to; and the' brave people'
should scorn to commit their wives and children to the rude
barbarians who thus, as you say, violate the rules of war as il
lustrated in the pages of its' dark history.'
"In the name of common sense, I ask you not to ' appeal to
a just God' in such a sacrilegious manner-you who, in the
midst of peace and prosperity, have plunged a nation into war,
dark and cruel war; who dared and badgered us into battle;
insulted our flag; seized our arsenals and forts tha~ were left
in the honorable custody of a peaceful ordnance sergeant;
seized and made prisoners even the very first garrisons sent
to protect your people against negroes and Indians, long
before any other act was committed by the,to you, 'hateful
Lincoln government;' tried to force Missouri and Kentucky
into rebellion, in spite of themselves; falsified the vote of
TJouisiana; turned loose your privateers to plunder unarmed
ships; expelled Union families by the thousands, burned their
houses, and declared by acts of your Congress the confiscation
of all debts due Northern men for goods had and received.
Talk thus to the Marines, but not to me, who have seen these
things, and who will this day make as much sacrifice for the
peace and honor of the South as the best-born Southerner
among you. 1£ we must be enemies, let us be men, and fight
it out as we propose to-day, and not deal in such hypocritical
appeals to God and humanity.
"God will judge us in due time, and he will pronounce
whether it will be humane to fight with a town full of women
and the families of' a brave people' at our Lack, or to remove
them in time to places of safety among their own friends and
people."
o

During the truce, four hundred ann forly-six families wer~
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moved south, comprising seven hundred and five adults, eight
hundred and sixty children, and seventy-nine servants, with
an average of sixteen hundred and fifty-one pounds of furni
ture and household goods of all kinds to each family.
On ,t he 8th, General Hood WI'ote to General Sherman pro
posing an exchange of prisoners captured by both armies since
the commencement of the campaign just closed. Sherman
replied on the same day, agreeing to this proposition, on the
basis of the old cartel, made by Generals Dix and Hill in 1862,
but stating that he feared most of the prisoners in his handa
were already beyond Chattanooga on their way north, and in
custody of the commissary-general of prisoners. The next
day he again wrote :
"GENERAL-As I engaged yesterday, I consent to an actual
exchange of prisoners, man for man, and equal for equal,
differences or balance to be made up according to the cartel
of 1862. I have appointed one of my inspector-generals,
Lieutenant-Colonel W. Warner, to carry out this exchange,
and will empower him to call for the prisoners, and all such
guards as he may need to affect the actual transfers. We luive
here twenty-eight officers and seven hundred and eighty-two
enlisted men; and en route for Chattanooga, ninety-three
officers and nine hundred and seven men, making one thou
sand eight hundred and ten on hand that I will exchange for 0.
like number of my own men, captured by you in this campaign,
who belong to regiments with me, and who can resume their
places at once, as I take it for granted you will do the same
with yours. In other words, for these men I am not willing
to take equivalents belonging to other armies than my own,
or who belong to regiments whose times are out and who have
been discharged.
"By your laws all men eligible for service are ipso facto
soldiers, and a very good one it is; and, if needed for civil
duty, they are simply detailed soldiers. We found in Atlanta
about a thousand of these fellows, and I am satisfied they are
fit subjects of exchange; and if you will release an equal num
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ber of our poor fellows at Anderson I will gather these together
and send them as prisoners. They seem to have been detailed
for railroad and shop duty, and I do not ask for them an equal
number of my trained soldiers, but will take men1elongiug
to any part of the United States army subject to your
control.
" We hold a good many of your men styled 'deserters,'
who are really stragglers, and would be a good offset to such
of our stragglers and foragers as your cavalry pick up of our
men; but I am constrained to give these men, though sorely
against the grain, the benefit of their character, pretended or
real.
" As soon as Colonel Warner agrees upon a few points with
the officer you name, I will send the prisoners to the place
appointed, and recall those not beyond Chattanooga; and you
may count on about two thousand in the aggregate, and get
ready to give me a like number.
"I am willing to appoint Rough and Ready or Jonesboro'
as the place of exchange, as also for the place of delivering
the citizens, male and female, of Atlanta, who start to go
south.
To this Hood answered on the 11th:

"Sm-I had the honor, on the 9th instant, to propose to
you an exchange of prisoners-officers and men captured by
both armiessiuce the commencement of the present cam
paign.
"On the same day you answered my communication, stating
that you accepted my offer' to exchange prisoners of war in
hand at this moment.' There being no condition attached to
the acceptance, on your part, of my offer to exchange prisoners,
I regarded it as obligatory to the extent of the number of
prisoners represented by you to be within your jurisdiction.
At the meeting on the 11th instant between oll'respective
s'taff officers, Major J, B. Eustis and Lieutenant-Colonel
Warner, intended to arrange such preliminaries as the time
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Q,nd place of delivery, etc., a communication was received from
you rendering, I regret to inform you, an exchange of prisoners
impossible.
" Your refusal to receive, in exchange, your soldiers belong
ing to ' regiments whose times are out, and who have been dis
charged,' discloses a fixed purpose on the part of your Govern
ment to doom to hopeless captivity those prisoners whose
term of service have expired, or will soon expire.
"The new principle which you seek to interpolate on the
caliel of our respective governments, as well as upon the laws
and customs of war, will not be sanctioned by me. All captives
taken in war, who owe no obligations to the captors, must
stand upon the same equal footing. The duration of these
terms of service can certainly impose no duties or obligations
on the captors. The volunteer of a day, and the conscript for
the war, who may be captured in war, are equally subject to
all the burdens, and equally entitled to all the dghts secured
by the laws of nations. This principle is distinctly conceded
in the carlel entered into by our respective governments, and
is sanctioned by honor, justice, and the public law of all
civilized nations.
H My offer to exchange the prisoners captured during the
campaign precludes an int~ntion on my part in the delivery to
discriminate between your prisoners, as all would have been
delivered; and even had it been intended, this discrimination
between your men, whose term of service had and had not
expired, would have been impossible, and could not have been
effected, as I had no reliable means of ascertaining what por
tion of your men were entitled to their discharge.
H Your avowal that this class of your soldiers will not be
exchanged, but will be rewarded by the sufferings and priva
tions incident to military imprisonment because their boldness
and courage subjected them to capture, although their terms
of service had nearly expired, is deeply regretted by me, as I
have the earne~t desire of my Government to release from pro
longed confinement the large number of prisoners held by
both parties.
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" Permit me to hope that this declared policy of your Gov
ernment will be reconsidered, as it is unjustly oppressive to
those whom the hazards of military service have rendered
prisoners, and is violative of the well-understood obligations
of a Government towards those who are enlisted ill its
service.
"As was proper, I notified my Government of my offer to
you to effect an exchange of prisoners captured during this
campaign; and not only was my action approved, but my
Government placed at my entire disposal for immediate ex
change, man for man, all the prisoners at Andersonville.
" I have the honor to renew my offer to exchange prisoners
as proposed in my first communication, and remain your
obedient servant,
"J. B. HOOD,
" General."

Q

By gathering up all the Confederate prisoners at Chatta
nooga and Atlanta, and all small squads in various quarters,
Sherman succeeded in collecting about two thousand of them,
and, notwithstanding the difficulties raised in the foregoing
correspondence, a special exchange of these for an equal num
ber of Union prisoners in the hands of the enemy was presently
agreed upon and carried into effect.
It was found necessary to confine the operations of the long
lines of military railways connecting Atlanta with the Ohio
River to the transportation of troops and materials of war.
Sherman gave the most stringent orders on this subject to all
his subordinates having charge of the matter. ~heywere not
to allow a person or thing not needed and intended for the
army to come to the front, nor a person or thing not sent from
the army to go to the rear, without passes from himself or one
of the three army commanders. Such passes were very spar
ingly given, and only in clearly exceptional cases. Every ton
of freight, animate or inanimate, not strictly necessary for the
immediate purposes of his army, diverted just so much power
and occupied just so much space absolutely needed for those '
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purposes. The railways had not sufficient capacity to serve
both the army and the citizens, and the army alone was now to
be considered.
We may now glance briefly at Sherman's correspondence
during this interval and the preceding campaign.
With regard to the treatment of guerrillas he wrote to G~n
eral Burbridge in June:
"Even on the Southern State-rights theory, Kentucky has
not seceded. Her people, by their vote and by their action,
have adhered to their allegiance to the National Government
and the South would now coerce her out of our Union and into
theirs,-the very dogma of coercion upon which so much stress
. was laid at the outset of the war, and which carried into rebel
lion the people of the Middle or Border Slave States. But
politics aside, these acts of the so-called partisans or guerril
las are nothing but simple murder, horse-stealing, arson, and
other well-defined crimes which do not sound as well under
their true names as the more agreeable ones of warlike mean
ing. Now, before starting on this campaign, I foresaw, as you
remember, that this very case would arise, and I asked Gov
ernor Bramlette to at once organize in each county a small
trustworthy band, under the sheriff, if possible, and at once ar
rest every man in the community who was dangerous to it, and
also every fellow hanging about the towns, villages, and cross
roads who had no honest calling, the material out of which
guerrillas are made up; but this sweeping exercise of power
doubtless seemed to the governor rather arbitrary. The fact
is, in our country personal liberty has been so well secured, that
'PI.lJilic safety is lost sight of in our laws and constitutions; and
the fact is we are thrown back a hundred years in civiliza
tion, law, and every thing else, and will go right straight to
anarchy and the devil, if somebody don't arrest our downward
progress. We, the military, must do it, and we have right and
law on our side. All governments and communities have a
right to guard against real or even supposed danger. The
. whole people of Kentucky must not be kept in a state of sus
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pense and real danger, lest a few innocent me~ should be
wrongfully accused.
"1st. You may order all your post and district commanders,
that guerrillas are not soldiers, but wild beasts, unknown to
the usage of war. To be recognized as soldiers, they must be
enlisted, enrolled, officered, uniformed, armed, and equipped
by some recognized belligerent power, and must, if detached
from a main army, be of sufficient strength, with 1Hitten orders
from some army commander, to do some military thing. Of
course, we have recognized the Confederate Government as a
belligerent power, but deny their right to our lands, territories,
rivers, coasts, and nationality, admitting the right to rebel
and move to some other country, where laws and customs are
more in accordance with their own ideas and prejudices.
"2d.The civil power being sufficient to protect life and prop
erty, , ex ne~sitate 1'ei,' and to prevent anarchy, , which nature
abhors,' the military steps in, and is rightful, constitutional,
and lawful. Under this law, everybody can be made to 'stay
at home, and mind his or her own business,' and if they won't
do that, can be sent away where they won't keep their honest
neighbors in fear of danger, robbery, and insult.
"3d. Your military commanders, provost-marshals, and other
agents, may arrest all males and females who have encouraged
or harbored guerrillas and robbers, and you may cause them to
be collected in Louisville; and when you have enough, say
three hundred or four hundred, I will cause thellf to be sent
down the Mississippi, through their guerrilla gauntlet, and by
a sailing ship send them to a land where they may take their
negroes and make a colony, with laws and a future of their
own. II they won't live in peace in such a garden as Ken
tucky, why we will kindly send them to another, if not a better
land, and surely this would be a kindness and a God's blessing
to Kentucky. I wish you to be careful that no personalities
are mixed up in this; nor does a full and generous love of
country, 'of the South,' of their State or country, form a
cause of banishment, but that devilish spirit which will not
be satisfied, and that makes war the pretext for murder,
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arson, theft in all its grades, and all the crimes of human
nature.
"My own preference was and is 'that the civil authorities of
Kentucky would and could do this in that State; but if they
will not, or cannot, then we must, for it must be done. There
must be an 'end to strife,' and the honest, industrious people
of Kentucky, and the whole world, will be benefited and re
joiced at the conclusion, however arrived at. I use no con
cealment in saying that I do not object to men or women
having what they call' Southern feelings,' if confined to love
of country, and of peace, honor, and security, and even of
little family pride; but these become 'crimes' when enlarged
to mean love of mm-der, of war, desolation, famine, and all the
. horrible attendants of anarchy.' "
A few days later, on the 5th of July, Sherman's representa
tions to the War Department, to the like effect, induced Presi
dent Lincoln to order the declaration of martial law and the
suspension of the writ of habeas corpus throughout Kentucky.
With regard to the use of torpedoes, concerning which he
apprehended trouble, he wrote in advance to General Steed
man, left in command at Chattanooga:
"As the question may arise, and you have a right to tho
support of any authority, I now decide that the use of the
torpedo is justifiable in war, in advance of D,n army, so as to
make his advance up a river or over a road more dangerous
and difficult. But after the adversary has gained the coun
t.ry by fair warlike means, then the case entirely changes.
" The use of torpedoes in blowing up our cars and the road
after they are in our possession, is simply malicious. It can
not alter the great problem, but simply makes trouble. Now
if torpedoes are found in the possession of an enemy to our
rear, you may cause them to be put on the ground, and tested
by wagon loads of prisoners, or if need be, by citizens im
plicated in their use. In like manner, if a torpedo is sus
pected on any part of the road, order the point to be tested
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by a car-load of prisoners, or citizens implicated, drawn by a
long rope. Of course an enemy cannot complain of his own
traps."

'.

At this time Sherman considered the expediency of enlisting
negroes in the army as an open question, which he was, indeed,
willing and desirous to have decided by a fair test, but still an
open one; while their adaptation to service as teamsters and
laborers he regarded as demonstrated by experience, and the
necessity for their use in some capacity as obvious. Northern
Georgia having been almost denuded of its able-bodied colored
popula-tion by their removal by their former masters to the
southern portion of the State, and the number still available
not being more than sufficient to fill up the ranks of the ex
isting colored regiments already belonging to his army, he
opposed the practice, just then begun, of sending commis
sioners to his command to recruit for men to fill the quotas of
the Northern States. Under date of July 30, he wrote to Mr.
John A. Spooner, agent for the State of Massachusetts, then
at Nashville :
"On applying to General Webster, at Nashville, he will
grant you a pass through our lines to those States; and, as I
have had considerable experience in those States, I would sug
gest recruiting depots to be established at Macon and Colum
bus, Mississippi; Selma, Montgomery, and Mobile, Alabama;
and Columbus, Milledgeville, and Savannah, Georgia.
"I do not see that the law restricts you to black recruits,
but you are at liberty to collect white recruits also. Lt is
waste of time and money to open rendezvous in northwest
Georgia, for I assure you I have not seen an able-bodied man,
black or white, there, fit for a soldier, who was not in this
army or the one opposed to it.
"You speak of the impression going abroad that I am op
posed to the organization of colored regiments. My opinions
are usually very positive, and there is no reason why you
should not know them. Though entertaining profound rever
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ence for our Congress, I do doubt their wisdom in the passage
of this law:
"1. Because civilian agents about an army are a nuisance.
"2. The duty of citizens to fight for their country is too
sacred a one to be peddled off by buying up the refuse of
other States.
"3. It. is unjust to the brave soldiers and volunteers who are
fighting as those who compose this army do, to place them on
a par with the class of recruits you are after.
"4. The negro is in a transition state, and is not the equal
of the white man.
"5. He is liberated from his bondage by act of war, and the
armies in the field are entitled to all his assistance in labor
and fighting, in addition to the proper quotas of the States.
"6. This bidding and bartering for recruits, white and black,
has delayed the re-eruorcement of the armies at the times
when such re-eruorcements would have enabled us to make
our successes permanent.
"7. The law is an experiment which, pending war, is unwise
and unsafe, and has delayed the universal draft, which I firmly
believe will become necessary to overcome the wide-spread
resistance offered us; and I also believe the universal draft
will be wise and beneficial, for, under the providence of God,
it will separate the sheep from the goats, and demonstrate
what citizens will fight for their country, and what will only
talk.
" No one will infer from this that I am not a friend of the
negro as well as the white race. I contend that the treason
and rebellion of the master freed the slave, and the armies I
have commanded have conducted to safe points more negroes
than those of any general officer in the army; but I prefer
negroes for pioneers, teamsters, cooks, and servants; others
gradually to experiment in the art of the soldier, beginning
wit·h the duties of local garrisons, such as we had at Memphis,
Vicksburg, Natchez, Nashville, and Chattanooga; but I would
not draw on the poor race for too large a proportion of its
active, athletic young men, for some must remain to seek new
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homes, and provide for the old and young,. the feeble and
helpless.
" These are some of my peculiar notions, but I assure you
they are shared by a large proportion of our fighting men."
In further explanation of these views, he subsequently wrote
to Adjutant-General Thomas, then in special charge of the
duty of raising colored troops in the West and Southwest:
"My preference is to make this radical change with natural
slowness. If negroes are taken as soldiers by undue infi1).ence
or forcfl, and compelled to leave their women in the uncertainty
of their new condition, they cannot be relied on; but if they
can put their families in some safe place, and then earn money
as soldiers or laborers, the transition will be more easy and
the effect more permanent. What my order contemplated was
the eagerness of recruiting captains and lieutenants to make
up their quota, in order to be commissioned. They would use
a species of force or undue infiuence, and break up our gangs
of laborers, as necessary as soldiers. We find gangs of negro
laborers, well organized, on the Mississippi, at Nashville, and
along the railroads, most useful, and I have used them with
'great success as pioneer companies attached to divisions; and
I think it would be well if a law would sanction such an organ
ization, say of one hundred to each division of four thousand
men. The first step in the liberation of the negro from
bondage will be to get him and family to a place of safety;
then to afford him the means of providing for his family, for
their instincts are very strong; then gradually use a propor
tion, greater and greater each year, as sailors and soldiers.
There will be no great difficulty in our absorbing the four
millions of slaves in this great industrious country of ours;
and, being lost to their masters, the cause of , the war is gone, ,
for this great money interest then ceases to be an element in
our politics and civil economy. If you divert too large a pro
portion of the able-bodied men into the ranks, you will leave
tno brge a class of black paupers on our hands.
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"The great mass of our soldiery must be of the white race,
and the black troops should for some years be used with cau
tion, and with due regard to the prejudice of the races. As
was to be expe"cted, in some instances they have done well, in
others, badly; but, on the whole, the experiment is worthy a
fair trial, and all I ask is, that it be not forced beyond the laws
of natural development."

.

On the 29th of August he issued the following com prehensive order on the subject of trade within the limits of his
command, for the purpose of carrying out the provisions of
the act of Congress, approved July 2,1864, and the regula
tions of the Secretary of the Treasury, made in pursuance
thereof :
"I. All trade is prohibited near armies in the field, or moving
columns of troops, save that necessary to supply the wants of
the troops themselves. Quartermasters and commissaries will
take such supplies as are needed in the countries passed
through, giving receipts, and taking the articles up on their
returns. When cotton is found, and transportation to the rear
is easy and does not interfere with the supplies of the army
dependent on the route, the quartermaster will ship the cotton
to the quartermaster at Nashville or Memphis, who will de
liver it to the agent of the Treasury Department. It will be
treated as captured property of an enemy, and invoiced ac
cordingly. No claim of private interest in it will be enter
tained by the military authorities.
"II. In departments and military districts, embracing a.
country within our military control, the commanders of such
departments and districts may permit a trade in articles not
contraband of war or damaging to the operations of the army
at the front, through the properly appointed agents and sub
agents of the Treasury Department, to an extent proportionate
to the necessities of the peaceful and worthy inhabitants of the
localities described; but as trade and the benefits of civil gov
ernment are conditions not only of the fidelity of the people,
but also of an ability to maintain peace and order in their dis
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trict, county, or locality, commanding officers will give notice
that all trade will cease where guerrillas are tolerated and
encouraged; and moreover, that in such districts and localities,
the army or detachments sent to maintain the peace must be
maintained by the district or locality that tolerates or en
courages such guerrillas.
"III. All military officers will assist the agents of the Treas
ury Department in securing the possession of all abandoned.
property and estates subject to confisoation under the law.
"IV. The use of weapons for hunting purposes is too dan
gerous to be allowed at this time, and therefore the introduc
tion of all arms and powder, percussion-caps, bullets, shot,
lead, or any thing used in connection with firearms, is pro
hibited absolutely, save by the proper agents of the United
States; and when the inhabitants require and can be trusted
with such things for self-defence, or for aiding in maintaining
the peace and safety of their families and property, command
ing officers may issue the same out of the public stores in
limited quantities.
"V. Medicines and clothing, as well as salt, meats, and pro
visions, being quasi-contraband of war, according to the con
ditioll of the district or locality, when offered for sale, will be
regulated by local commanders, in connection with the agents
01 the Treasury Department.
"VI. In articles non-contraband, such as the clothing needed
for women and children, groceries and imported articles, the
trade should be left to the Treasury agents, as matters too un
important to be noticed by military men.
"VII. When military officers can indicate a preference to
the class of men allowed to trade, they will always give the
preference to men who have served the Government as soldiers,
and I1re wounded or incapacitated from further service by such
wounds or sickness. Men who manifest loyalty by oaths, and
nothing more, are entitled to live, but not to ask favors of a
Government that demands acts and personal sacrifices."
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CHAPTER XIX.
' HOOD'S

INVASION.

THE condition of aff.airs in the several theatres of war in the
month of September, 1864, may be summed up in a few words.
Grant held Lee firmly at Petersburg, with a large force under
Sheridan stopping the debouches from the Valley of the Shen
andoah, and showed an evident purpose of persisting in his
operations until a decisive result should be reached. In North
and South Carolina matters were passive. Sherman, as we
have seen, was at Atlanta and Hood southwest of that place,
both watching each other; each preparing to take the initia
tive. Along the Mississippi and west of that river no opera
tions of importance were in progress. Mobile was constantly
threatened, more to compel the Confederates to keep a garri
son there than with any intention of resorting to decisive
measures. For practical purposes, all the troops of the etlemy
west of the Mississippi might be considered out of the war,
since, unless by some unlikely acoident, t.hey were powerless
to influenoe the decisive campaigns about to commence.
In point of fact, the issue of the war was now concentrated
upon the result of the approaching campaigns of the two main
armies on either side. It was obvious that the Union armies
would, if allowed to complete all their preparations and select
their time and direction, continue the offensive. Should Sher
man move to the southeast, while Hood maintained his pres
ent position, it would be in the power of the former, should he
be able to reach the sea-coast in safety, to place himself in com
munication with Grant, and thus wrest from the Confederates
their great advantage of interior lines. Under these circum
stances, it was evidently Hood's tme policy to abandon all at
tempts to hold the line of the Chattahoochee or the country west
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of it, and placing his army east of Atlanta, to be prepal ed to resist
an advance of Sherman down the Atlantic slope, or to operate
upon his flanks in case he should essay a movement towards
the Gulf. At the same time the Confederate cavulry should
have been constantly engaged in destroying the railways lead
ing to the north, thus interrupting Sherman's communications,
and retarding, if not entirely preventing, the accumulation of
the ammunition and other stores requisite to enable him to
push the invasion. Had Hood's army been held between Lee
and Sherman, the Confederates' could, at some favorable
moment, have concentrated the bulk of both their main
armies, augmented by numerous garrisons and detachments,
upon either theatre of war, according to circumstances, and
placing one army on the strict defensive, suddenly assume the
bold offensive with the other, with greater chances of success
than were presented by any other course.
But Jefferson Davis saw only a foe to be destroye~ and but
one speedy means of destroying him. To have followed the
course we have indicated, might have appeared to the public
and the press of the Confederacy as an indoi'sement of J ohns
ton's mode of warfare. Such a thing could not be tolerated
for an instant. Hurrying from Richmond to the West, Davis
visited his army, conversed with his generals, and gave his
orders for their future government. To the army he promised
that their feet should again press the soil of Tennessee. To
the citizens he avowed that within thirty days the barbarous
invader would be driven from their ten-itory. The retreat of
Sherman from Atlanta, he said, should be like Napoleon's
from Moscow.
About the 20th of September, Forrest, with his cavalry,
crossed the Tennessee near Waterloo, Alabama, destroyed a
portion of the railway between Decatur and Athens, and on the
23d appeared before the latter place, and drove the gan-ison,
consisting of six hlmdred men of the One Hundred and Sixth,
One Hundred and Tenth, and One Hundred and Eleven'th
regiments of colored troops, and Third Tennessee Cavalry,
the whole under command of Colonel Campbell, of the One
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Hundred and Tenth, into the fort constructed for the defence
of the place. On the 24th, Forrest having completely inyested
the fort, succ~eded in persuading Colonel Campbell, in a per~
sonal interview which that officer granted him, after refusing
to comply with his summons to surrender, that it was useless
to resist the odds against the garrison; and Colonel Campbell
accordingly capitulated. Half an hour after~vards the Nine~
teenth Michigan and One Hundred and Second Ohio regiments
arrived, but Forrest being now at liberty to use his entire
force against them, they were soon compelled to yield, after a
hard fight. Forrest then moved on, destroying the railway
as he went, until the 27th, when he arrived before Pulaski,
where he was confronted and successfully resisted by a garri~
son hastily collected by Major-General Lovell H. Rousseau.
Finding his progress barred in this direction, on the 29th
Forrest swung round to the Nashville and Chattanooga rail~
way and began to break it up between Tullahoma and Decherd;
/ but General Rousseau, divining this plan, moved so rapidly
by rail through Nashville. to Tullahoma that he reached that
place before the main body of Forrest's command could come
up, and Major-General Steedman with five thousand men from
Chattanooga, haying crossed the Tennessee on the same day
to check his movements, Forrest fell back through Fayetteville
during the night. The next day the railway was again in
running order. Forrest then divided his command into tw~
columns, one under Buford being four thousand strong, and
the other, commanded by himself in person, numbering threo
thousand. TIufol'd appeared before Huntsville on the evening
of the 30th, demanded the surrender of the garrison that night
and again on the following morning, and being on both occa~
sions refused, moved on Athens and attacked that place on the
afternoon of October 1st and the morning of the 2d, but was
gallantly repulsed by the Seventy-third Indiana, under Lieuten~
ant-Colonel Slade, which Brigadier-General R. S. Granger had
just sent to reoccupy the place. Buford then abandoned his
pori ion of the expedition and recrossed the Tennessee on the
3d at Brown's Ferry. Forrest, with his own column, appeared
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before Columbia on the 1st of October, but diel not ..tttac];:,
and on the morning of the 3d he too turned his face to the
south, passed through Lawrenceburg on the night of the 4th,
and on the 6th, thollgh closely pressed, succeeded in effecting
his escape across the Tennessee at Bainbridge. Meanwhile,
dangers had been thickening in hif) path, £01' Newton's divif)ion
of Stanley's fourth corps, now undor Brigadier-General Wag
ner, left Atlanta on the 26th and replaced Steedman at Chatta
nooga two days later; Morgan's second division of Jefferson
C. Davis' fourteenth corps started north on the 29th, reached
Stevenson early on the 1st of October and Huntsville the same
night, Athens on the night of the 2d, Rogersville on the 4th,
and came up and skirmished with Forrest's rear-guard at
Shoal Creek bridge; Rousseau, with four thousand cavahy
and mounted infantry, followed Forrest from Columbia, at
Pulaski was joined by Major-General C. C. Washburne wit~
three thousand cavahy from Memphis, and together they
reached Waynesboro' on the 6th. Moreover, on the 28th of
September, as soon as he became convinced of the enemy's
designs, Sherman had dispatched Major-General Thomas to
Nashville to take personal command of the rear, and on the
3d, Thomas had readIed that place and put in motion this
combination, which but for unforeseen causes, such as the rise
of Elk River in front of Morgan, must, in all probability, have
resulted in Forrest's clestruction.
On the 1st of October, Hood began his fatal march to the
north.' Sending hi!:! cavahy in advance to move rapidly
against Sherman'F; communications beyond Marietta, he
crossed the Chattahoochee with his three corps of infantry,
and pushed north by way of Dallas.
Leaving Slocum with his Twentieth Corps to hold Atlanta
aud the railway bridge over the Chattahoochee, on the 4th of
October, in accordance with his previous intentions ancar
rangements, Sherman marched with the remainder 'of his
army to Smyrna Camp Ground, and on the following day to a
strong position at Kenesaw Mountain. The enemy's cavalry
aud French's division of Stewart's corps had struck the rail
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way at Big Shanty. effectually destroyed it and the tel( graph
for a distance of twenty miles, and was now moving on Alla
toona Pass, where were stored a million of rations, guarded
by the Ninety-third Illinois regiment, under Lieutenant-Col
onel Tourtellotte, behind the redoubts proviously constnlCted.
The telegraph wires being broken by the enemy, and the in
termediate country occupied by his troops, Sherman sent a
message by signals to Brigadier-General Corse, wJlO, as we
have seen, was at Rome with his division of the Fifteenth
Corps, directing that officer to re-enforce the threatened post
without delay. Corse started immediately by railway with
the Fourth Minnesota and Seventh illinois, and reached
Allatoona at one o'clock, A. M., on the 5th of October; but,
owing to an accident to the train, it was so late in return
ing that no more troops had arrived when, an hour after
Corse's arriva.l, French with his division appeared before
the place and opened a brisk skirmish fire. By daylight,
the works at Aliatoona, manned by one thousand nine hun
dred and forty-four men, were completely invested by French's
entire division o'f the Confederate army. At half-past eight,
on the 5th, after a sharp cannonade of two hours' duration,
General French sent a note to General Corse, under a flag
of tmce, intimating that he would give the garrison just
five minutes to surrender, in order to spare the unnecessary
effusion of human blood. Corse instantly replied that he
should not surrender, and that he was prepared for this un
necessary effusion. of blood as soon as his assailant chose to
begin it. The enemy immediately assaulted with great fury;
and again and again, during the day, his columns surged
madly up against the parapets, only to be as often hurled
back with great slaughter by the intrepicllittle garrison, stand
ing as grim and immovable as the rock itself; until at night
the shattered remnants of the enemy were at length driven
hom every position, and the possession of Allatoona was
",ecure. At ten o'clock in the morning Sherman in person
reached Kenesaw Mountain, eighteen miles distant, and
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thence saw and faintly heard, but only too fully comp'rehended,
what was transpiring at his depot. The distance was too
great to offer any hope of being able to render direct assist
ance before the struggle should be decided, but Sherman at
once sent the Twenty-third Corps, under Cox, out on tho
Burnt Hickory road, towards Dallas, to move against the
flank and rear of the forces threatening Allr.toona. From
mountain to mountain the little signal :flags, spelling their
message in quiet defiance of hostile force, waved u'om Sher
man to Corse the words few and simple, but of thrilling im
port, which announced to him the presence of the cotnmander
in-chief on the overlooking height of Kenesaw, the movement of
troops for his relief, and exhorted him to hold out to the last.
Quickly the flags moved again 'with Corse's brave reply, which
would show his commander, even if there had been misgiv
ings on the subject, that here was a captain who would fight
to the death for Allatoona and the safety of the army, resting
at that moment upon the unaided strength of his singlem'm,
But there were no such doubts. No sooner did the flags speak
Corse's name, than Sherman exclaimed, " If Corse is there he
will hold out. I know the man!" In this stubborn defence
against apparently overwhelming odds, the garrison, number
ing less than two thousand, lost seven hundred and seven
officers and men killed and! wounded; among the latter,
Brigadier-General Corse himself, who, though struck in the
face by a bullet about noon, declined to leaye the field, and
by his own energy and spirit imbued his command with the
strength that gave them the victory. Colonel Richard Rowell,
Seventh Illinois, and Lieutenant-Colonel Tourtellotte, Niuety
third TIlinois, both of whom behaved with remarkable g~l
lantry, were also wounded. The garrison captured eight hun
dred muskets, three stands of colors, and four hunm'ed and
eleven prisoners, and after the enemy retired, buried two huu
m'ed and thirty-one of their men, who were killed outright.
The arrival of the Fourth and Fourteenth Corps at Pine
Mountain, and the movement of the Twenty-third Corps ou
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Dallas, hastened French's withdrawal towards the latter place,
after his severe defeat.
Hood now moved rapidly to the northwest, aiming to reach
the railway at Resaca. On the 6th and 7th, holding his army
about Kenesaw, Big Shanty, and Kenesaw Mountain, Sher
man sent his cavalry towards Burnt Hickory and Dallas, and
discovered this movement of the enemy. Accordingly, on the
afternoon of the 10th, he put the troops in motion through
Allatoona Pass, on Kingston. By a forced march of thirty-eight
miles, the three armies reached Kingston on the 11th. On the
12th, the ma,r ch was continued to Rome, a brigade of Hazen's
division of Osterhaus' fifteenth corps being sent in advance,
by railway, from Allatoona, to occupy the place, in anticipa
tion of Hood's movement against it. Sherman pushed Gar
rard's division of cavah'yand the Twenty-third Corps across
tho Oostanaula, to menace the enemy's flanks, and Garrard
succeeded in driving a brigade of the enemy through the narrow
entrance of the valley of the Chattooga, capturing two guns,
while, at the same time, Corse crossed the Etowah with his
division, and the brigade of Hazen's division that had come
forward by rail, and made a reconnoissance with a view to
develop the force of the enemy guarding their pontoon bridge,
sixteen miles below. Having thus ascertained that Hood's
movement upon Rome had been merely a feint, and that he
had in fact crossed the Coosa with his entire army, and was
hastening with all speed towards Resaca and Dalton, Sherman
put his command, except Corse's division, left to hold Rome,
in motion, on the 13th, towards the former place, and ordered
Howard to send forward Belknap's division of Ransom's
seventeenth corps by railway to the relief of the garrison, ar
riving about midnight. From Kingston, Sherman had sent
two regiments of Howard's army, under Colonel Weaver, to
occupy Resaca, and had afterwards caused them to be re-en
forced by Baum's brigade of John E. Smith's division of the
Fifteenth Corps. Hood appeared before the small garrison
with his entire army, but General Baum showed so bold and
extended a front that, probably retaining a vivid recollection
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of Aliatoona, and knowing the contagious effect of such an
example both upon besieged and besiegers, Hood contenled
himself with an attack by a skirmish line, and a summons to
surrender, coupled with a threat that no prisoners would be
taken in case he were compelled to carry the placebyassault.
During the parley, portions of Hood's army were engaged in
effectually destroying the railway for twenty miles to the
northward, and in c~ptming the small and unresisting gar
risons at Tilton and Dalton. On the evening of the 14th,
Sherman, with the main body of the army, arrived in Resaca,
and on the 15th, directing the Army of the Tennessee to move
to Snake Creek Gap, and hold the enemy there, ho caused
Stanley, with the Fomth and Fourteenth Corps, to move by
Tilton, across the mountains towards Villa,now, in order to
strike Hood in flank or force hin1 to fight. But Hood evi
dently considered it his policy, at ,this time, to avoid a battle,
for his lines gave way about noon before the advance of How
ard's skirmishers, and, followed by Howard, he escaped
through Snake Creek Gap before Stanloy had time to reach
the other end of the Pass, and rapic1ly retreated, in a south
westerly direction, down the valley of the Coosa, to the
vicinity of Gadsden, and occupied the narrow gorge fOl'medby
the Lookout Mountains abutting against the river. On the
16th, Sherman moved towards Lafayette with the view of cut
ting off Hood's retreat, and found him intrenched at Ship's
Gap; but Woods' division of Osterhaus' fifteenth corps, hav
ing the advance, rapic1ly carried the advanced posts, c1tptnring
two companies of a South Carolina regiment, and driving the
remainder back on the main body at Lafayette. That night
the armies went-into camp at Taylor's Ridge, where Ship'S
Gap divides it.
On the 17th, the Army of the Tennessee moved to Lafayette,
while the other corps remained in camp at the Ridge.
On the 18th, Howard crossed the Chattooga at Tryon's
Factory, and encamped near Summerville. Stanley moved in
the same c1h'ection, through Mattock's Gap, in Taylor's Ridge,
crossed the river at Penn's Ford, and halted four miles be-
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yond it. On the 19th, the Army of the Tennessee reached
Alpine, and the Army of the Cumberland, after a short march,
encamped at Summerville, and, on the 20th, 10th these com
mands marcluid into Gaylesville; while Cox, with the Twenty·
tbird Corps and Gam1rd's division of cavalry, having moved
by Villanow, Dirt Town, and Gover's Gap, arrived on the same
day.
\
In the mean while, Thomas had disposed of his small forces
so as to oppose the greatest resistance in his power to Hood's
movement on Bridgeport and Chattanooga, both of which
places were ·seriously menaced by the direction of his advance.
Leaving Decatur, Huntsville, Stevenson, and the rest of
Northern Alabama to the care of their ordinary garrisons,
Thomas caused Rousseau to recall his mounted troops from
tbe pursuit of Forrest and concentrate at Athens; Croxton's
brigade of cavalry to observe and protect the crossings of the
Tennessee River from Decatur to Eastport; Morgan's division
of Jefferson C. Davis' fourteenth corps to move by rail to
Chattanooga, where, it will be remembered, Wagner already
was with Newton's division of Stanley's fourth corps, and
Steedman to follow :Morgan to Bridgeport. On the 14th,
Morgan reached his designated position, and Steedman's
destination was also changed to Chattanooga.
The Army of the Telmessee was now posted near Little
River, with orders to support the cavalry engaged in watching
Hood; the Army of the Ohio was at Cedar Bluff, with orders
to lay a pontoon bridge across the Coosa, ancI feel towards
Centre and Blue Mountains; and the AI'my of the Cumberland
was held in reserve at Gaylesville. In this position, in the
heart of the rich valley of the Chattooga, in a country
abounding with food, Sherman determined, while living upon
the country, to pause in his pursuit of his erratic enemy, and
giving him sufficient rope wherewith to entangle himself, to
watCh his movements. Communications were established
with Rome, and a large force put to work, lmder Colonel W.
W. Wright, chief engineer of the Ullited States military rail.
ways in this division, in repairing the damages inflicted by
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Hood upon the railway. Slocum at Atlanta was ordE.red to
send out strong foragi:qg parties, collect all the corn an~fod
del' possible, and put his trains in condition for service. As
early as the 21st, telegraphic communication was restored be
tween Chattanooga and Atlanta, and by the 28th, although
thirty-four miles of rails and ties had been destroyed, and
several important bridges carried away by floods, trains be
gan running through on the railway.
Hood had turned westward from Gadsden towards Decatur,
and taken up a position threatening the Chattanooga and
Atlanta railway, and at the same time menacing Tennes
see. His movements and strategy had conclusively de
monstrated that he had an army at :111 times capable of
endangering Sherman's communications, but unable to meet
and cope with him in battle. To follow Hood indefinitely
towards the west and north would, without much prospect
of oyeTtaking and overwhelming his army, be for Sherman
equivalent to being decoyed out of Georgia. To remain
on the defensive, on the other hand, would be to lose tho
main effectiveness of the great Army of the Centre. Sher
man had previously proposed to General Grant, in the early
stages of the pursuit, to break up the railway D:om Chatta
nooga to Atlanta, and strike out for Milledgeville, Millen, lind
Savannah. "Until we can repopulate Georgia," he wrote, "it
is useless to occupy it; but the utter destruction of its roads,
houses, and people will cripple their military resources. By
attempting to hold the roads we wm lose a thousand men
monthly, and will gain no result. I can make the march, and
make Georgia howl." And again: "Hood may turn into Ten
nessee and Kentucky, but I believe he will be forced to follow
me. Instead of being on the defensive I would be on the
offensive. Instead of guessing at what he means, he would
have to guess at my plans. The difference, in war is full
twenty-five per cent. I can make Savannah, Charleston,
or the mouth of the Chattahoochee. I prefer to march
through Georgia, smashing things, to the sea." He now pro·
posed to the lieutenant-general to modify these plans, so far
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as to give him the choice of either of the three alternatives
just named.
"I must have alternatives," he said; "else being confined to
one rou"te the enemy might so oppose that delay and waut
would trouble me; but having alternatives, I can take so
eccentric a course that no general can guess at my objective.
Therefore, when you hear I am off, have lookouts a~ Morris
Island, S. C.; Ossabaw Sound, Georgia; Pensacola and
Mobile bays. I will turn up somewhere, and believe me I can
take Macon, Milledgeville, Augusta, and Savannah, Georgia,
and wind up with closing the neck back of Charleston, so that
they will starve out. This movement is not purely military
or strategic, but it will illustrate the vulnembility of tl1e
South."
General Grant promptly authorized the proposed move
ment, indicating, however, his preference for Savannah as the
objective, and fixing Dalton as the northern limit for the de
struction of the railway. Preparations were instantly under
taken and pressed forward for the consummation of these
plans.
On the 26th of October, Sherman detached the Fourth Corps
under Major-General Stanley, and ordered him to proceed to
Chattanooga and report to General Thomas at Nashville. On
the 30th of October, he also detached the Twenty-third Corps,
Major-General Schofield, with the same destination, and dele
gated to Major-General Thomas full powe'r over the troops,
except the four corps with which he himself designed to move
into Georgia. This gave Thomas the two divisions of the
Sixteenth Corps, under A. J. Smith, th/en in JHissouri but
on the way to Tennessee, the Fourth and Twenty-third
corps, as just mentioned, and all the garrisons in Tennes
see, as well as all the cavalry of the Military Division, except
the division under Brigadier-Goneral Kilpatrick, which was
ordered to rendezvous at Marietta. Brevet Major-General
Wilson had arrived from the Army of the Potomac to assume
command of the cavalry of the Army of the Centre, and he
was sent back to Nashville with all dismounted detachments,
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and orders as rapidly as possible to collect the cavalry serving
and Tennessee, to mount, organize, aud ~uip
them, and report to Major-General Thomas for duty. These
forces, Sherman considered, would enable General Thomas to
defend the railway from Chattanooga back, including Nash
ville and Decatur, and give him an army with which he could
successfully cope with Hood; should the latter cross t~e Ten
nessee northward. The entire plan of the campaign was
communicated to General Thomas, and he was instructed
thai, as an essential portion of it, he was expected to defen:d
the line of the Tenn; ssee River, to hold Tennessee, in any
event, and to pursue the enemy should Hood follow Sherman.
On the 26th, tho enemy appeared in some force before
Decatur, but after skirmishing for three days withdrew. On
the 31st, in spite of all the efforts to the contrary of Croxton's
brigade of cavalry, which, as has been seen, was engaged in
guarding the river, the enemy succeeded in effecting a lodgment
on the north bank of the Tennessee, about three miles above
Florence. On the 28th November, Forrest, coming from Cor
inth with seventeen regiments of cavalry and nine pieces of
artillery, having captured a gunboat and two transports, and
burned a third at Fort Heiman, seventy-five miles from Padu
cah, planted batteries above and below Johnsonville, and after
cannonading that place for three days, during which our troops
burned their transports and stores, withdrew and crossed the
Tennessee just above the town.
The same day Schofield, with the Twenty-third Corps,
reached Nashville and was hurried on to Johnsonville; and
arriving there the night after Forrest's withdrawal, was sent
on to join the Fourth Corps at Pulaski, leaving a garrison
at Johnsonville. General Schofield was charged with the
immediate direction of the operations of these two corps, with
instructions to watch Hood's movements, and delay them
. as much as possible, without risking a general engagement,
so as to allow time £01' A. J. Smith to arrive from Missouri
and for Wilson to remount his cavalry. Thomas' effective
force, at this moment, numbered twenty-t".'o thousand infantry
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and seven thousand seven hundred cavah'y, exclusiye of tho
numerous detachments garrisoning Murfreesboro', Stevenson,
Bridgeport, Huntsville, Decatur, and Chattanooga, and dis
tributed along the railways to guard them. . With these he
had to oppose Beauregard, with Hood's three corps and
Forrest's, 'Wheeler's, and Roddy's cavalry, now grouped about
Florence, threatening the invasion of Middle Tennessee.
Meanwhile, Sherman, having completed his preparations,
received his final instructions, and explained his plans in detail,
under strict confidence, to his corps commanders and heads of
staff departments, had changed front to the rear and was once
more marching towards the south.
During the campaign just closed, the army and the country
were called upon to lament the death of the gallant commander
of the Seventeenth Corps, Brigadier-General Thomas Edward
Greenfield Ransom. He had been suffering at the outset from
the fatal dysentery which caused his death, but esteeming it as
merely a temporary malady, and unwilling to quit his post at
such a time, he had remained in command, continuing to exert
himself day and night to the utmost of his power, until, on the
20th, on arriving at Gaylesville, the aggravated nature of
his symptoms compelled him to' yield his inclinations and
go to the rear. On the 29th of October, his end being
evidently nigh at hand, he was taken from the stretcher on
which he was being carried to Rome, and borne into a house
by the roadside, where shortly afterwards he breathed his
last.
Born in Norwich, Vermont, on the 29th of November, 1834,
and graduating at Norwich University in his seventeenth year,
he removed to Lasalle County, Illinois, in 1851, and entered
upon the practice of his profession as civil engineer. In 1854,
he embarked in the real estate business, at Peru, Illinois, in
connection with an uncle, Mr. Gilson, and in December, 1855,
joined the house of Galloway and Company, at Chicago, who
were largely engaged in land operations. When the rebellion
broke out he was living in Fayette County, Illinois, acting as
an agent of the Illinois Central Railway Company. Immo
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diately after the issue of the President's proclamation of April
16, 1861, calling for seventy-five thousand throe m~ths'
militia, Ransom raised a company, which was presently at
tached to the Eleventh Regiment of illinois Volunteers, where
of, by a vote of the company officers, he was elected major, and
duly commissioned accordingly by the governor of the State.
On the reorga,nization of the regiment for the three years'
service at the end of July, 1861, Ransom was made its lieuten
ant-colonel. On the 19th of August he was severely wounded
in the shoulder, in a charge at Charleston, Missouri. He
took part in the capture of Fort Henry, and led his regiment
in the assault on Fort Donelson, where he was again severely
wounded, and narrowly escaped death, bis clothing being
pierced by six bullet-holes, and his horse being shot under
him. Though ·suffering from prolonged sickness, consequent
upon his wouild and continued exposure, he insisted on re
maining with his command, and being soon promoted to the
position vacated by the appointment of Colonel W. H. L.
Wallace as a brigadier-general, led the regiment through the
battle of Shiloh, though again wounded in the head in the
early part of the engagement. In January, 1863, he was
appointed a brigadier-general, 9.ating from the 29th of No
vember previous, and as such commanded a. brigade of
Logan's division of McPherson's seventeenth corps during the
siege of Vicksburg. Early in August his brigade was sent to
occupy Natchez, and was soon afterwards transferred to the
Thirteenth Corps, under Major-General Ord, when that corps
was assigned to the Department of the Gulf, and he was placed
in command of a division. He took part in the brief occupation
of the Texas coast by General Banks in the winter of 1863,
and in the ill-fated Red River expedition, being so severely
wounded in the knee at the battle of Sabine Cross-roads, on
the 8th of April, 1864, that tho surgeons were divided in
opinion on the question of amputation. General Ransom
himself decided the dispute in favor of retaining the leg, and
recovered, though suffering with a stiff knee, in time to join
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Sherman and take command of a division of Blair's seven
teenth corps, just before the capture of Atlanta.
By his talents, his patience, his courage, his aptness for
command, he had rapidly mounted almost to the highest
rewards of his profession, when death closed a career of honor
apparently without other limit. Young, enthusiastic, and lill
tiring, brave and skilful, in Ransom's death the Army of
the Tennessee lost a jewel second only in lustre to that which
fell from its diadem in the death of McPherson.
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